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CHAP. XII. 

TAe Hr/iory of the Meda. 

S E C T- I. 

The Defcrtption ef Media. 

HE country before us, once the feat of a potent KamffJ!" 
empire *, derives its name from Madai, the third fon tuation^ 
of Japhet(A). It was bounded, according to Pto- ^^* 



lemy, on the north by part 1of the Cafpian Sea ; on the 
fouth by Perfis, Sufiana, and Aflyria ; on the eaft by Par- 
thia and Hyrcania ; and on the weft by Armenia Major. It 

^pan. V. ftS. Ibid. vi. S. ii. 15. Ibid, viii- 20. £fi:h. 1. 3. 14; 
s8, 19. Ibid. X4 2. 

( A ) Among profane authors, country borrowed its name ( 1 ) . 

fome derive the name of Me- Sextus Rufus tells us, that in 

dia, from one Medus^ the fon his time it was known by the 

of Medea and Jafon ; others, nameof Medena (2) ; and from 

from a city here called Media, others we learn that it was alfo 

whence, fay they, the whole called Aria. 

■v 

(1) Vide Strab, lib. xi. p. 5*6, (1) Ortcl. Thcf, Gcogn ad 

vocem, Media, 

Vol, IV. 9 waa. 



2 Xhe Hijlory of the Medes. 

was, in ancient times, divided into feveral provinc««y 
namely Tropatene, Charomithrene, Darites^ Marciane, 
Amariace, and Syro-Media. All thefe were, by a later 
divifion, reduced to two only, the one called Media Mag- 
na, the other Media Atropatia, or fimply Atropatene. 

Atropatene wa9 that part which lay between Mount 
Taurus and the Cafpian Sea, and is fuppofed to have been 
fo 'called from one Atropatus, who, being governor of this 
province in the time of Dariusj the laft Perfian monarch,, 
oppofed Alexander the Great; and, upon thcidqftruftion of 
the Perfian monarchy, feized on this part of Media, and 
tranfmitted it to his pofterity, who held it as fovereigns 
to Strabo's time ^. This was a cold, barren, and inhofpit- 
able country, and on that account allotted by Shalma- 
nezer for the refidence of many captive Ifraelites, after 
the conqueft of that kingdom. 
eittes. Cities of note, on this part of Media, were Gaza, or 

Gazse, the metropolis of the province, fituated, according 
to Pliny, in a fpacious plain, between Ecbatan and Ar- 
taxata, and equally diftant from both. Sanina, fituated 
between the Araxes and the Cambyfes ; Fazina, between 
the Cambyfes and the Cyrus ; and Cyropolis, between 
the Cyrus and the Amardus. This trafl was inhabited 
by the Cadufians and Cafpians, a barbarous and inhuman 
race, originally fprung from the Scythians *=. 

Media Magna was bounded by Perfis, Parthia, Hyrca- 
nia, the Hyrcanian Sea, and Atropatene. The moft re- 
markable cities in it were Ecbatan, Laodicea, Ap^mea^ 
Regeia, and Arfacia, Ecbatan, the metropolis of all Me- 
dia, and the feat both of the Median and Perfian mo-^ 
narchs, was built by Dejoces, called in the book of Judith 
Arphaxad, the firft that reigned in Media, after the in- 
habitants had fliaken off the Affyrian yoke^ The walls of 
this city are much celebrated by the ancients, and minutely 
defcribed by Herodotus. They were feven in number, all 
of a circular form, and gradually rifing above each other 
by the height of the battlements of each wall. The fi- 
tuation of the ground, rifing by an eafy afcent, was very 
favourable to the defign of building them,, and perhaps 
firft fuggefted it. The royal palace and treafury were 
' within the innermoft circle of the feven* In the book of 
Judith we read, that the walls of this ftately metropolis 
were feventy cubits high, and fifty cubits broad ; that the 
towers on the gates were a hundred cubits in height, the 

^ Strabo, lib. xi. p. 5*3, « FUd. lib* vL cap. 1 3- 
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tbe Hiftdry of the Medi^. 3 

l>readth.in the foundation fixty cubits, and the walls built 
of hewn and polifhed ftone^ each ilone being fix cubits in 
length, and three in breadth. This city is, by the anci- 
ents, called Ecbatan of Media, to diflinguiih it froo) an- 
othjer in Syria bearing the fame name, where the unfor- 
tunate Cambyfes died, as we read in Herodotus ** (B). 

Laodicea, of which appellation there were many towns, 
fo called either from the mother of Nicator, or the wife 
of Antiochus, is counted by Strabo among the cities of . 
Media, and placed by Pliny near the confines of Perfia* 
Apamea is, by Strabo, fometimes adjudged to Media, and 
fome times to rarthia. Raga, Raeeia, or Ragea, is called » 
by Ifidorus, the greateft city of Media. It was repaired 
by Nicator, who called it Europus, and by that name it 
was known to Ptolenay ; but in the book of Tobit it is , 
called Rages, and placed in'the neighbourhood of Ecbatan®. 
In procefs of time it became the feat of the Parthian 
kings, who gave it the name of Arfacia, or Arface, as we 
fliall fee in the hifl:ory of that people. Other cities of 
Media are mentioned by Pliny, Stephanus, Ammianus 
Marcellinus, and Ifidorus, viz. Zombis, Patigran, Gazaca, 
Margafis, &c. but thefe were all built in after-ages by the 
Macedonians, and are therefore called by Strabo ^ Greek 
cities. This part of Media was inhabited by the Car- 
duchians,. Marandaeans, Gelians, Syro-Medians, Marga- 
fiana, &c. 

The mountains of this country, fuch as may be proper Mountains 
to take notice of, are, according to Ptolemy and otrabo, andrivgru 
Choatra, parting Media frOm Aflyria, and branching out 
frona the Gordyean mountains on the confines of Aflyria 
and Armenia ; Xagrus, dividing it from the fame Aflfyria 
on the eaft, a mountain, ?iccording to Polybius, one hun- 

^ Herodot. lib. iii. cap. 66. « Ch. v. Sc ieq. paiT. ^ Strab* 

lib. vi. p. 361* 

(B) There are now no menu- who tranflated and wrote a 

ments remaining of the fuperb commentary upon Ptolemy, 

palace, where the monarchs feems to Sir John Chardin the 

of Afia generally palfed their moftprobable, viz. that Tauris 

fummer ; nay, there is a great is the ancient and famous Ec-r 

difagreement among our mo- batan(2); and this opinion is 

dern travellers about the place confirmed by Ortelius, Gol- 

wherc that ftately metropolis nitz, Teizera, Andrea della " 

fiocd* The opinion of Molet, Valle, &c. 

(a) Chardin. Voy. en Perf. torn. i. 

B 2 dred 



' 4 ^^^ Hiflory of the Medes. 

dred cubits high ^ ; Parachoatra, placed by Ptolemy on tfief 
borders towards Pdrfia, -and by Strabo 5, on the confines oC 
Media, Hyrcania, and Parthia. Thefe are the boundaries 
between Media and the adjacent regions, and therefore 
may be faid as properly to belong to the latter as to the 
former ; but the Orontes, the Jafonius, and the Coronus^ 
afe in the ftrifteft fenfe mountains of Media, as arifmg in: 
the Very heart of the country. The rivers of note are, ac- 
cording to Ptolemy, the Straton, fhe Amardus, the Cy-^ 
rus, and the Cambyfes. But thefe rivers being repre-*- 
fented to difembogue themfelves into the fn'oft foutherit 
part of the Cafpian Sea, muft, by their pofition, have be-* 
longed to the provinces of Ghelan. and Mazatidarany as- 
they are «ow callled^ and confeqiiently cbuld not belong: 
to Media Proper, as defcrJbed by the arieients- 

S^il The northefn parts of Media, Ij^ing between the CalV 

pian moa,n tains and the fta, are very cold and barren : thef" 
prefent inhabitants make their bread 6f dried almonds, and 
their drink of the juice of certain herbs* Here the fnow" 
lies on the mountains for nine months in the, year. But; 
the fouthefn parts^ are produftive of all forts of grain and 
nfeceflaries for life, and fo pleafint, that the country ad- 
joining toTauris, probably the ancient Ecbatan; is tailed 
the Garden of Perfia. There are here larg^ plains, artiong^ 
xvhich that of Nyfa is farrtous for the numerous ffuds oF 
horfes that were kept in it for the ufe of the Perfianmo-- 
narchs, and are often mentioned and celebrated by the an- 
cients. Where this plain of Nyfa was> fituated, is no eafy? 
matter to determine.^ 

CVmaie '^^^ climate of Media is very unequat \^ tfhat part whicli^ 

lies between the mountains and the fea, is exceeding cold,' 
and the earth fwampy, and full of marflies, where innu* 
merable fwarms of venomous infefts are bred (C), which f, 
together with the vapours rifing from the Cafpian Sea^ 
render that part very unhealthy. The provinces more re- 
ipote from the fea enjoy a very wholefome air, thoughs 
liable to heavy rains, and violent ftorms, efpecially in thjBt 

f Polyb. lib. V. cap* 44. g Strabo, lib. v1. p. 36}. 

(C) iElian tells us (3), that Media, the inhabitants were- 

thefe parts of Media were employed for three days before 

greatly infefted by fcorpions ; his arrival on the confines, \vt 

and that while the king of Per- clearing the country of theib' 

iia was on his progrefs into venomous infeds. 

(3} ^lian de Animalibus, lib. x> cap. a$. 

fpring. 
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The Hiftoyy of the Medes. 5 

kvnng and autumn. Befides the cattle and game of all 
Sorts, which the inland provinces abound with, fome of 
JtJiem have been for many ages remarkable on account of 
the various forts of excellent wines they produce, cfpe- 
cially the neighbourhood of Tauris, where no lefs than 
fixty diflFerent kinds of grapes, all of ati exquifite flavour, 
•were foun4 hy a late celebrated traveller *•. 

We cannot difmife this fucbjefl: without fome obferva- ^ 
tlons on the Cafpian Sea, which is the northern boundary Ca/pian 
of Media. This large body of waters was, by the ancients, fra. 
called jndiflrerendy 5ie Cafpian and Hyrcanian Sea, from 
the Cafpians and Hyrcanians, whofe fhores it wafhed* 
However, Pliny makes fome difference between thefe two 
appellations, telling uiB, that on the Cafpian coafts it bears 
the former denomination, and on thofe of Hyrcania the 
latter. The ancient, and likewife the modern geogra- 
phers, had but a very imperfeft knowlege of the true fi- . 
tuation, extent, coafbs, and bays of this fea, before the 
flifcoveries made lately by a very able navigator and geo- 
grapher (D) 5 and therefore what has been faid by others, 
%s only to be relied on fo far as it agrees with the accounts 
lie has given u«. Ptolemy and even Herodotus knew that 
the Cafpian was fur^oanded on all fides by land, without 
any communicatioci with other feas, or vifible efflux ; 
whence fome thought that it ough\: to be called a lake, . 
xather than a fea: However, Strabo'*, Pliny \ Pomponius 
JVlela*, and Arrian**, wrote, (that it was joined either to 
the Indian or Northern Ocean; but we are well afiured 
by experience that they were miftakcn* Ptolemy, though 
inot guilty of this error, was greatly miflaken as to its ex- 
tent from cafl to weft ; for he reckons it to have been 
about twenty three degrees and a half, whereas it does 
pot exceed, where wideft, three degrees forty-two mi- 
iiutes ; and where narroweft, one degree twenty-two mi- 
.nutes. He likewife places it three degrees more to the 
north than it really is. Thefe miftakes were obfcrvcdj 

h Chardin. vol. i. p. 185. * Strab. lib. x. p. 8|. ^PHii, 

lib. vi. cap. 13. 1 Pompon. Mel. lib. iii. cap. 5. "^ Lib* 

wii. p. 477. 

(D) Mr. Vanvcrden, who fervations, together with Mr. 
by orders of the late czar^ Vanverden*s new chart, were, 
formed a very exa6t chart of by order of the czar, commu* 
the Cafpian, from obfervations nicated to the Royal Academy 
made by him on the fpot, in 'Of Sciences at Paris* 
1720, 1721, i722« Thefcob- \ 
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^he Hiftory of the Medes. 

and in fomc degree redreffed by Abu'lfeda, an Arabian 
prince, and able geographer, who in 1320 difcovered the 
true fituation of the Cafpian, and abridged its extent by a 
third of what Ptolemy had allowed it. By this alteration 
its length was no more in longitude, as Ptolemy has placed 
it, but in latitude,.as it truly is. Abu'lfeda's obferyatXons 
were greatly improved by Bourrous, Oleirius, and Jenkin- 
fon ; but tne true dimenfions of this fea were not afcer- 
tained till the late obfervations- above mentioned; l^y 
which we are aflured that it lies between the 37th and 
48th degrees of north latitude, and does not exceed three 
degrees forty-two minutes in its greateft longitude, which 
gives it a quite different figure from what it is reprefented 
to have in the maps of Ptolemy, and in the writings of 
the other ancient geographers. 

The Perfians call this fea Kulfum, or the fea of Aftra-* 
can ; the Ruflians, th^ fea of Gualenfkoi ; the Georgians,) 
Sowa 5 the Armenians, Soof.* It receives the river Wolga, 
which itfelf is like a fea, and near two hundred others, into 
its bofom ; and yet is never decreafed nor diminifhed, nor 
obferved to ebb or flow. This conftant plenitude baa given 
rife to many fpeculations ; and fome have imagined, that 
it iriuft neceflarily have fome fubterraneous communica- 
tion either with the Black Sea, though a hundred leagues 
diftant, or with the Perfian Gulf, which is near two hun-- 
drcd leagues diftant from it. Father Avril, a modern tra-^ 
veller, feems to favour the latter opinion, and alleges this 
proof to confirm it, viz. that over-againft the province of 
Xilan, in Perfia, there are two immenfe whirlpools, which, 
with an incredible rapidity, and frightful noife, fucjk in 
and fwallow whatever comes near them, and are confe- 
qucntly caufed by fome great cavity in the earth. He 
adds, that every year, about the latter end of autumn, 
a great quantity of willow-leaves are obferved floating. on 
the water by thofe who inhabit the coafts of the Perffan, 
Gulf J and as this tree is no where to be found near the 
Perfian Gulf, and on the other hand, the coafts of the 
Cafpian, towards the province of Xilan, are covered with 
them, he concludes, that there muft be fome fubter- 
raneous intercourfe between thefe two feas. This ob- 
fervation, if true, is a ftrong proof of fome fecret com- 
munication between thefe two bodies of water, the leaves 
being conveyed through fubterraneous fifl!ures from the 
one to the other. The water of this fea is fait, like that 
of other feas, notwithftanding the opinion of the ancients 
to the contrary ; and its freflinefs in fome parts near tlm 
*. fiior^ 
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ihorc, IS only owing to the rivers that difcharge them- ' 
fcJves into it. It is neither of a different colour fron> 
other feas, nor without various forts of fiih, as Olearius, 
an eye-witnefs, affures us, and thereby difproves the opinion 
of the ancientSy who believed it to be pf a blackifh co- 
lour, and to have but one kind of fiih, and that of a 
monftrous form. We fliall conclude this fe£iion with ob- 
ferving, that the ignorance of the ancients, with relation 
to this fea, or lake, as fome afFefi: to call it, may be 
urged as an argument of the imperfedl knowlege they had 
of thefe northern parts of the Perfian empire, and at the 
fame time warn us not to depend on their accounts, unlefs 
vouched by the teftimonies of modern travellers,' who 
have with far greater care, and better fuccefs, furveyed 
tjiefe remote rejgions* 

SECT. IL 

Of the AntiquUyy Government , Laws, Religion ^ Cuf 
tomSy Arts, Learnings and Trade of the Medes* 

WE have already derived the Medes from Madai, <rheir ori- 
the third fon of Japhet, and thereby put them gin, 
upon the level with the moft ancient nations. In procefs 
of time feveral colonies from the adjacent countries fettled 
among them, being invited thither by the fruitfulnefs of 
the foil, which gave rife to the various tribes into which 
that people were anciently divided. 

Their governmeitt was originally monarchical, and they Oovirn^ 
iecm to have had kings of their own in the earlieft times. ^^^^* 
La£i:antius mentioi^s one Hydafpes, who, according to 
Ijim, reigned long before the Medes were conquered by 
the AfTyrians. And Diodorus tells us, that Pharnus^ 
king of the Medes, was with his feven fons defeated and 
takep prifoner by Ninus, in the very beginning of the Af- 
fyrian empire ". But his accounts of thofe early times are 
no ways to be relied on, and as we have taken the Scrip-* 
ture for our guide, it follows that the AfTyrian empire did 
not begin until the days of Pul, as it has been already 
fully {hewn ; whereas Ctefias, and his copyift Diodorus^ 
have made this empire as old as the flood ; and given us 
the names of all the AfTyrian kings from Belus, and his 
feigned fon Ninus, to Sardanapulus. According to the 
Oicceflion of the Aflyrian kings, as flated by them, that 

"Diodor. Sicuh lib. ▼•cap. j^ 
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empire continued about thirteea hundred and fixty. years i 
whereas Herodotus tells us that it lafted only five hundred 
years, and even his numbers are all too long. They were 
firft brought under the Aflyrian yoke by Pul, according to 
ua, the founder of thgt monarchy, or by hi^ immediate fuc* 
ceflTor Tiglath-Pilefer. Till that time they were probably 
governed by their own kings, as were, according to holy 
writ the neighbouring nations. In the reign of Sennacherib 
they {hook ofF the Affyriah yoke, and fell into anarchy, 
which lafted until the reign of Dejoces, as we fliall fee in 
the following fe&ions. Their kings, after the revolt, were 
quite abfolute, and controuled by no law. 
3(anners '^^^ Medes were once a very, warlike race, but in pro-i 

and cuf' cefs of time became one of the moft efFeminate nations of 
$om. Afia. They ufed the fame armour as the Perfians, whom 

they arc faid to have taught the art of war, efpecially to 
handle with dexterity the bow; and likewife to have been 
the firft that introduced luxury into Pcrfia, which at length 
occafioned the downfal of that empire °. Polygamy was 
fo far from being difreputable among them, that they were 
bound by law to maintain at leaft feven wives, and thofe 
women were looked upon with contempt, who maintain^ 
ed fewer than five hufbandsP. In war they fmeared their 
arrows with a bituminous liquor called naphta, whereof 
there was great plenty in Media, Perfia, and Affyria. 
The arrows being fet on fire, and Ihot from a flack bow, 
burnt the flefti with fuch violence, that water rather en- 
creafed than extinguiflied the Flame. Duft alone could 
put a ftop to it, and in fome degree allay the unfpeakablo 
pain itoCcafioned, They are likewife faid to have bred a 
number of large dogs, to whom they ufed to throw the 
bodies of their friends, parents, and relations, when at 
the point of death, looking upon it as diftionourable to 
die in their beds, or be laid in the ground *J. 

Some writers charge the Medes with being the firft au- 
thors of making eunuchs •■ ; but others impute this exe-^ 
crable pradlice to the Perfians. The cuftom of confirming 
alliances with the blood of the contra£ling parties, which 
obtained among all the eaftern nations^ even in the Roman 
times, was originally peculiar to the Medes. When they 
were to ftrike alliances, they ufed to tie together, with an 
hard bandage, the thumbs of their right hands, until the 

' Strabo. lib. xi. Xcnophpw. Cyropaed. lib. i. p. 7. P 3trabo, 
lib. xi. p. 526. 1 Bardefan ap. Eufeb. Prsepar, Evang. lib. 

vi. cap. 8, ^ A^hcnaEus, lib. xii. 
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Wood, ftarting to the extremities, wa?, fey ^ flight CUt> 
diiciiarged. This they mutually fucked j and a leagu^ 
thus confirmed, was elteemed mod awful, as myftexioufly 
Solemnized with the blood of the parties *. 

The laws and religion of the Medes wcfc much the 
fame with thoCe of the Perfians ; wherefore we (hall defer Laws and 
what may be faid of them, until we come to thjp hiftory of reiighm. 
tfee Perfians, from the oriental writers. We (tiall only 
obferve, that, when a law was once enaiSled, it ,was not 
in the king's power to repeal it, or to reyerfe a decree he 
had once made ^ whence the laws of the Medes are, in 
holy writ, called unchangeable ^ 

They paid their kings the greateft refpefl: imaginable, 
raifing them to a level even with their gods, and honour- 
ed their fovereign with the haughty title of great king^ or 
Ung of kings. When* they appeared in public, which fel- 
dom happened, they were always attended by mufic, and 
numerous guards, confiding of the prime nobility; their 
wives, children, and concubines, being p^rt of their re- 
tinue, even when they headed their armies in the field. 

As to their arts, learning, and trade, we are quite iji 
the dark. Their country abounded with many excellent 
productions, as well for the ufe of the mhabitants 
^s for foreign exportation ; but whether they ever ap- 
plied themfelves to trade is what we find no where re- 
corded. During the ihort time of their monarchy, they 
feem to have applied their thoughts only to warlike exer- 
cifes, namely, to horfemanfhip and archery, in which 
they furpafled all other nations ; the Median horfe being joo 
lefs celebrated by the ancients, than were in after-age* 
jh^ Perfian infantry **, 

SECT. III. 

^he Chronolo'^ of the Medes j to the Tran/lation of their 

Empire to the Perjians. 

T\7E. have formerly fhewn how Ctefias and his follow- 
^^ ers have darkened the chronology of the Afly- 
rians, Babylonians, and Medes with fuch enormous ana- 
chronifms, that it is difficult to afccrtain the rife or fall 
of thofe potent monarchies. To proceed with all the 

• Tacit. Annal. xii. t Pan. vi. 8. » Xenoph. Cyropaed. 
lib. i. cap. 7« 
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dcamefs tnd perfpicuity fo perplexed a fubje£l will allovr, 
we fhall diftinguifli, in the chronology of the Medes^ 
three remarkable occurrences, which will give birth to as 
many different aeras, viz. the recovery of their liberty after 
they had been fubdued by the AiTyrians j the rife of their 
kingdom, after fome years of anarchy ; and the begirtning 
of their empire, which, it is agreed on all hands, rofe on 
the ruins of the Aflyrian monarchy. The firft king of 
the Affyrians, who brought the Medes under fubjeffion, 
was either Puli the founder of the Affyrian empire, or 
his immediate fucceflbr Tiglath-Pileferj for this prince 
having, at the requeft of Ahaz, kingof Judah, made war 
Upon Rezin king of Damafcus, and reduced that capital, 
tranfplanted ita inhabitants to Kir and Media ^ ; whence it 
is plain that the Medes were then fubjefl to the Affyri-r 
ans ; and confequently, that they mufl have been fubvi 
dued either in the reign of Pul, or foon after theacceffion, 
of Tiglath-Pilefer to the crown. Pul makes his firft ap- 
pearance in Scripture during the reign of Menahem, king- 
of Ifrael, in the year of the flood 1577, before Chrift 
771. Tiglath-Pilefer, who is fuppofed to have been hFSk 
fon, fucceeded him in the year of the flood 1608, before. 
Chrift 740. That there was x^o Aflyrian empire before 
the days of Puli appears, both from the Scripture, and 
from the particular hiftories of each kingdom j fo that the 
l^edes could not be fubdued by theiri before the time we 
have mentioned. From the time of Pul or Tiglath-Pile- 
fer, they continued in fubjeftion to the Affyrians until 
the reign of Sennacherib, which began about the year of 
the flood 1635, before Chrift 713. They took advantage^ 
it is likely, of his long and diftant abfence, or of the fud- 
den flaughter of his army near. Egypt, and fhaking off the 
yoke, defended theiir liberty, by dint of arms, againft the 
power of the Affyrians, which was now in its decline. 
Thefe are the troubles which prevented Tobit from going 
into Media, according to his cuftom * ; and they muff 
have happened about rhe latter end of Sennacherib's reign, 
that is about the year of the flood 1638, before Chrift 
7 10. The Medes, having thus refcued their country from 
the Aflyrian bondage, fell into a kind of anarchy, as -He- 
rodotus informs us, which gave Efar-Haddon, or Aflar- 
Hadon, who fucceeded Sennacherib, and was a va- 
lorous and fortunate prince, an opportunity of bringing 
great part of Media, if not the whole country, anew un- 

V X Kings xvi. 7, 9, « Tobit i. 15. 
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der fubjcftion. How long the anarchy may have lafted is 
noteafy to determine. Some include the years of the anar- 
chy in the fifty-three, which Dejoces, their firft king, is 
faid to have reigned. If we fuppofe the Medes to have 
revolted in the year before Chrift 710, and ^allow fifty- 
three years to the reign of Dejoces, the anarchy cannot 
have lafted above one year : for Dejoces, who in the book 
of Judith, is called Arphaxad, was killed by Saofduchi- 
nus, or -Nebuchadonofor, in the year 656, which was the 
twelfth of Saofduchinus's reign, who came to the crown in 
the year 668 before the Chriftian sera. But the reign of 
Dejoces, who, as we read in Herodotus y, had fome time 
exercifed the office of judge, before he was chofcn king, 
is evidently too long ; and we may fafely abridge it of fif- 
teen or twenty years, adding them to the anarchy. From 
the beginning of the reign of Dejoces, to the deftruftion 
of l^ineveh, which happened in the ninth year of the 
reign of Jehoiakim, that is, in the year of the flood 
1747, before Chrift 601, Media may be properly ftyled a 
kingdom. From the dcftruftion of Nineveh, we may 
date the rife of the empire of the Medes ; for the con- 
querors, that is, Nebuchadnezzar and Cyaxares, having 
Ihared the Aflyrian empire, they both became very power- 
ful, and reduced moft of the neighbouring nations. Their 
empire lafted till the taking of Babylon ; for Xenophon 
tells us *, that after the redu£iion of that city, Cyrus went 
to the king of the Medes at Ecbatan, and fucceeded him 
in the kingdom. Babylon was taken fixty-three years 
after the deftruftion of Nineveh, to which we may add 
the two years that Darius the Mede reigned oyer that city; 
fo that tne empire of the Medes lafted fi xty-fivc years, at 
the period of which the Perfian empire took rife in Cyrus. 
That Darius the Mede reigned over Babylon is unqueftton- 
able ; for he is faid, in Scripture % to have introduced there 
the immutable laws of the Medes and Perfians* In his 
reign, the Medes are ever placed before the Perfians ^^ as 
the Perfians, in the reign of Cyrus and his fucceflbrs, are 
before the Medes ^, 

Before we proceed to the hiftory of the Medes, we fli^U 
lexhibit the feries of their kings, according to feveral au* 
thors. 

Y Lib. i. cap. 96. » Cyrop. lib. viii. « Dan. vi, 

tf 1^9 15. ^ Dan. ubi Tupra, & v. 28. viii* %o, < £(lh. i. 

3i Hi I Si 19* ^^n, X. ], 20. & xi. 1. 
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A Taile of the Kings of the Medes^ according to Hircdpiui^ 
Diodorus Slculus^ EufebiuSy and Syncellus* 

Ace. to Herodot. Ace. to Diod. Ace. to Eafeb. Ace. to SynceU 

• •-••••• 1 Arbaces 28 1 Arbaces %t 1 Arbaces 28 

• •••••• 2, Mandauces50 2 Sofarmus 30 t Mandauces2a 

• •*•#•• J Sofarmus 30 3 Medidus 40 3 Sofarmus 30 

• •«•••• ^ Articas 50 4 Cardiccas 13 4 Articas 30 

• •••••• J Arbacincs ^i ••••••• •«•••••' 

«••••«• 5 Artsus 40******* ••••••• 

• •••••• y Artynes 22 5 Dejoccs 54 5 Dicecei 54 

X Dejocfs 53 8 Anti.barnes40 6 Phraortes 24 6 Aphraarte8 5i 
a Phraortes 22 9 Aftibares •• 7 Cyaxarcs 32 7 Cyaxares 3a 

3 Cyaxarcs 40 lo Apandas or .% Aftyas 38 8 A(tya|;es"l ^ 

4 Ally ages 35 Aftyagcs •• orE^riusj^ 

Total 150 282 259 283 

This table contains what may be called two original ca-» 
talogues, thofe of Herodotus and Diodorus, as this laft 
ias borrowed it from Ctefias. The other two arc com- 
pounded of both, with an equal deference to each as far 
as they go. By what we have laid down above, it appears 
that Herodotus is not greatly miftaken in his numbers. 
Ctefias enumerates ten kings of Media, whofe names are 
different from thofe mentioned by Herodotus, except the 
laft, w;hom he calls Aftyages, and Diodorus denominates 
Apandas. The reigns of the eight firft amount to two 
hundred and eighty-two years, and thofe of the two laft 
^re omitted ; but, if they are fupplied from Herodotus, 
they will come very near Juftin's account ; who fuppofes 
the kings of Media to have reigned three hundred and 
fifty years. Eufebius and Syncellus differ as widely from 
Ctqfias as from each other, except in the name and 
reign of the firft king Arbaces; ,and befides, omit two 
of his ten. They pay a greater refpe£l to Herodotus, 
whom they copy more exaftly, at leaft . with regard to 
his names, though they vary fometimes very materially 
from him in the lengths of the reigns. As for the va-» 
riations between thofe writers, it would be a fruitlefs taflc 
to enquire into them ; efpecially as it muft appear, from 
\i'hat we have faid already, that they are both grofsly 
miftaken. 
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The Hiftory of the Medes. 

^lytT E ffiidl begin with what we may call the fahliloual 
'^^ hiftory of the Medes, extrafted from Ctefias, hi^ 
tranfcriber Diodorus, and their followers. According td 
thefe, the Medes were governed by kings of their own, 
before the early days of Ninus, the pretended founder of 
the Aflyrian monarchy; for,, when Ninus invaded this 
country it was ruled by one Pharnus, who being defeated 
by that mighty warrior, was taken prifohef, and cruci- 
fied with his wife and feven children **. Thus Media was 
fed'uced to a province of the Aflyrian empire, and re- 
mained fubjeft to the fucceflbrs of Ninus until the time 
of Sardanapalus. However, they made fomc attempt? 
towards the recovery of their liberty during the. regency 
of Semiramis, ^nd minority of her ion Ninyas ; for fhe i% 
faid to have invaded Media with a mighty army, and en- 
camping near a mountain called Bagiftan, to have made 
^ pleafant garden twelve furlongs in compafs, Ihe 
. mountain was dedicated to Jupiter, and had on one fide 
craggy rocks, feventeen furlongs high, which flie afcended 
on the pacKs and loads carried by the beafts of burden that 
followed her army. In the lower part of this rock, (he 
Canfed her ftatue to be hewn out, and a hundred of her 
guards attending her. From hence fhe marched to Chaon, 
a city of' Media, where, on the top of a very lofty rock^ 
fhe formed another pleafant garden, with ftately edifices, 
"whence (he might behold the beauties of the fpot, and 
her whole army encamped in the plain. From Chaon 
flic advanced towards Ecbatan,^ and, on her march, level- 
led mount Zarcseum, which was many furlongs in extent, 
iilled up valleys, and in fpite of nature, opened a plain 
arid eafy way to Ecbatan, which to our author's time was 
called Semiramis's road*^. Thefe extraordinary works, 
afs they were lafting monuments of her conquefts, not on- 
ly over the rebellious Medes, but nature itfelf, kept that 
nation in a fervile fubjeftion and dependency to the reign 
of Sardanapalus, that is for the fpace of near fourteen hun- 
4red years, when Arbaces, governor of Media, and Bele- 
fis, governor of Babylon, put an end to the Aflyrian em- 
pire, in the manner related in the Hiftory of Aflyria. 

• 

' Diod. Sic» lib. ii. eap. i. ^^ Idem. ibid. 
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Arhaces. Arbacc8, firft king. of the Medes, after their revolt, Is 

reprefented as a prince of great generofity and gratitude^ 
He fubdued all Afia, and reigned twenty-eight years. 

Mandau- ^^ ^^^ fucceeded by his fon Mandauces, who reigned 

tts. fifty years : being a priilce of a peaceable difpofition, and 

his fubjeds deGrous of fome refpite after the violent 
ftruggles for liberty and empire in the laft reign, we find no 
mention of any military tranfaftions during his government.. 

Sofarmus, Sofarmus appears next, by fome called Medidus. He 
reigned thirty years, and this is all we find of him upon 
record. 

Artiask Artias, by fome called Arbycas, by others Cardlccas^. 

reigned next. From his name, fome, who indulge ety- 
mologies, prefume that he was a great and glorious 
prince, the word Artl, or Arta, in the compofition of hiis 
name, denoting greatnefsy as it fignifies according to the 
interpretation of Herodotus, in that of the Perfian Arta- 
xerxes ^. 

Jrbiams, After him came Arbianes, in whofe reign a war broke 
out between the Medes and the Caducians, who at ' the 
inftigation of one Parfodes, rifing up in arms, fhook off 
the yoke, which they had for fome time groaned under. 
Parlodes was by birth a Perfian ; but the chief favourite 
and prime minifter of Arbianes king of the Medes, whom 
be ferved with great fidelity, until being highly provoked 
by a fentence pronounced againft him by that prince, he 
fled with three thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfe, to 
the Cadufians; where he not only withdrew his obedience 
to Arbianes, but ftirred up the whole nation to a revolts 
The Cadufians, thus encouraged to contend for their liber- 
ties, committed the whole management of the war to Parfo- 
des, as the mod proper perfon, on all accounts, to command 
their army and conduft its operations ; but, before he took 
the field, Arbianes died, after a reign of twenty years. 

ArUus. Artaeus came to the ctown while the Cadufians were 

making vad preparations to invade his kingdom \ and un-^ 
derftanding that Parfodes was advancing towards the fron- 
tiers at the head of two'hundred thoufand men, he thought it 
high time to curb the infolence of that rebel. Accordingly 
having raifed art army of eight hundred thoufand men, he 
marched out with this mighty hod, and engaged the rebels | 
but was mod ftiamefully routed, and forced tp fave him- 
V felf by flight, leaving fifty thoufand of his men dead on 
the field of battle.. Upon this vidlory the Cadufians pro-^ 



^ Herodot. llb» vi. cap. ^%^ 
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claimed Parfodes their king •, who, accepting the crown^ 
infpired his new fubjefts with that irreconcileable hatred 
which he had conceived againft the Medes^ and laid the 
foundations of a perpetual enmity between the -two na- 
tions. He is faid to have fokmnly conjured the Cadufians, 
even on his death-bed, to wage eternal war with the. 
Medes, and never to lay down their arms, until that odi- 
ous nation Ihould be utterly abolifhed, loading at the fame 
time, with curfes and imprecations, fuchofhis fucceflbrSn 
ai ever (hould, upon any terms whatfoevcr, be reconciled 
with them. In purfuance of this, as we may call it hi» 
laft will, the Cadufians watched all opportunities of ha- 
raffing the Medes with inroads, and doing them what mif- 
chief they could, until the empire was transferred from 
them to the Perfians «. 

After Artseus, Artynes reigned twenty-two years; but jirtxna. 
did nothing worth mentioning. He was fucceeded by 
Artibarnas or Artabanus, in whofe reign the Parthigns re- » .-, 
volting, put themfelves under the proteftion of the Sacae, «^^, 
a people inhabiting mrunt Hremodus, wTiich feparatcs 
India from Scythia. This revolt occafioned a war of 
many years between the Medes and the Sacae, who were 
then governed by the famed Zanara, a heroine of great 
prowefs. That princefs is no lefs celebrated, by our au- 
thor, for her courage and conduft in war, than her beauty. 
She had, according to him, refcued her country from the 
tyranny of the neighbouring princes, civilized her fubjedis, 
and inured them to military difcipline, and the toils of 
war. After ftie had for many years harafled the Medes, 
a peace was at laft concluded between her and Artibarnas, 
on the following equitable conditions, that the Parthians 
ftiould fubmit to the Medes, and the Sacae and Medes 
quietly enjoy what they poffeffed at the beginning of the 



war* 



Hitherto we have dwelt on what we may fafcly call the 
fabulous hiftory of the Medes ; thefe kings, or moft of 
them, being no where found but in the books, or rather 
in the imagination of Ctefias, which was very fertile in 
the production of monfters. We now come to the gc-» 
nuine hiftory of Media, as it has been tranfmitted to us by 
authors of a quite different charafter. 

The Medes having thrown off the yoke of the Affyrians Thegum^ 
in the reign of Sennacherib, lived fome time without a ine kiflorj 
king ; but were again brought under fubjeftion by one of ^'*' 

% Diod. Sic. lib. ii. cap. 3. ^ Idem. ibid. 

their 
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tlicir own country, whofe name was Dcjoccs. He i8 
reprefented as a fubtle crafty man, aiming at abfolute 
power'; and is faid to have compafTed his defign in the 
following manner : the Medes were, at that time, divided 
into feveral diftri£ts, in one of which lived Dejoces, who^ 
feeing all kinds of licentioufnefs prevail over the whole 
country, applied himfelf to the adminiftration of juftice 
with great zeal and diligence. The Medes of the famef 
diftrid: obferving the equity of his coijduft, chofe him for 
rtieir judge, and he, afpiring to the fovereign power, per- 
formed that office with all poffible regard to juftice. Thus 
he not only acquired a great reputation in his own diftrift, 
but among thofe alfo of the other diviiions, who looked 
tipon him as the only impartial judge of the whole nation ; 
whence fuch as thought themfelves injured by unjuftfen* 
fences, reforted from all parts to him, in order to obtain 
juftice. At length the number of thofe, who applied to 
him for redrefs, increafing in proportion to the great fame 
of his equity, and the whole care of adminiftering juftice 
being devolved upon him, he iinexpeftedly abfented him- 
felf from the place where he ufed to determine differences, 
-declaring he would no longer perform that office, and 
fubmitting it to the judgement of his countrymen, whether 
It was reafotiable that he fhould negle£t his private affairs 
to attend thqfe of the public. Hereupon rapine and all 
manner of wickednefs prevailing again to .fuch a degrees 
that it was not fafe to live in the country, the Medes called 
a general affembly of the whole nation, to deliberate on 
the nieans of reforming the abufes that were daily becom- 
it)g more frequent. Upon this occafion, thofe who were 
in the intereft of Dejoces obferved, that, if a ftop was 
hot put to the diforders, which had already overfpread the 
fand,'they fhould foon be obliged to abandon their country 
to a foreign enemy. They, therefore, advifed thcircoun- 
trVmen to appoint a king of their own nation, as the only 
expedient that could refcue them from impending ruin. 
Their propofal was received with general approbation ; 
l)ej6ces was named to the fovereignty, and, with univer- 
fil applaufe placed upon the throne \. 

Yx. of FK He was no fooner elefted king, and vefted with the 
1638. fupreme power, than he threw off the mafk, and com- 

Ante Cht. ^^enced tyrant. 

^ '^ * The firft ftep he took, after his promotion, was td 

Dejoces Command his new fubje£ls to build him a palace' ftutable 

€hofenkin^% • 

> Herodoti lib. i. cap. 5^5^99* 

to 
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tbliUdignityy and to appoint him guards for the fafetyof 
hisperfon. He .was obeyed ; and, on the ground which 
he chofe, a flrong and ftately fabric wasi erected for his » 

ordinary reddence. At the fame time he was allowed to 
cfaoofe for his guards out of the whole nation, fuch as 
he thought moil proper for that truft. Thus fettled on 
the throne, he united the feveral diftridlSf into which the 
Medes had been divided during the anarchy, and turned 
his thoughts towards building a flrong city, which might 
be the metropolis of his new kingdom. Accordingly the 
famous city of Ecbatan was built^ purfuant to his orders 
and dire£iions ; a city which, in procefs of time, became 
very famous in thofe parts. 

DejoceS) now lodged in a magnificent and well-defended 
city, enafted certain laws, to be obferved by all his fub- 
je^s of what rank foever. Thefe imported, that no one 
ihould be admitted to his prefence, but tranfadl all things 
by his Servants and minifters ; that none fhould be allowed 
even to fee him» that were not immediately of his houfhold ; 
and that for any, that attended him, to laugh or fpit In 
his prefence, ihould be accounted a great indecency, and 
contrary to the refpe£i which is due to a fovereign. Though 
he kept hinUelf thus concealed from the eyes of the peo- 
ple, yet he was informed of every thing that happened in 
his dominions, maintaining, for that end, many emif- 
faries in all the provinces of his government, who Drought 
him a minute account of every tranfa£lion ^. 

Dejoces having thus- civilized his unpolifhed fubjefls, 
began to entertain thoughts of extending the limits of his 
new kingdom; and, with this view, invaded Aflyria, 
which- was now in its decline, and greatly weakened by 
the revolt of many nations^ who, following the example 
of the Medes, had fhaken off the AfTyrian yoke. But 
jSaofduchinus, or Nabuchodonofor, at that time king of 
AfTyria, meeting him in the great plain of Ragau, a battle 
cnfued, in which the Medes vere utterly defeated, and 
Dejoces himfelf flain, after a reign, according to Hero- 
dotus, of fifty-three years. Nabuchadpnofor, following 
his blow, reduced feveral cities of Media, and, among the 
reft, Ecbatan itfelf, which he almoft entirely deftroyed^ 

He was fucceeded by his fon Phraortes, who being of a Yr. of Fl. 
warlike temper, and not {atisfied with the kingdom of 1692. 
Media, which his father had left, invaded Perfia 5 and is AnteChr. 
iaid to have brought that nation under fubjeftion to the ^ ' 

I Herodor. lib* i. cap. 99—101. ^ Judith i. 14 Phraortes^ 
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Sf ecfes ^. But we are inclined to difagrce with our aut^dt 
in this particular^ and to afcribe the conqueft of Perfia^ 
not to Phraortes, but to his fon and fucceflbr Cyaxares. 
However, he fubdued feveral of the neighbouring nations, 
attacking them one after another till he made himfelf 
mafter of almoft all the Upper Ada, lying between Mount 
Taurus and the river Halys. Elated with the good fuc- 
cefs that attended his army, at length he invaded Aflyria^ 
made himfelf mafter of great part of the country, and 
even laid fiege to Nineveh, the metropolis of the empire- 
But here his good fortune abandoning him, he periflied^ 
with the greater part of his army, in the attempt, after 
having reigned twenty-two years ^* 
Yr. of Fl. Upon the death: of Phraortes his fon Cyaxares was? 
AntVch P^^^^^ ^^ ^^ throne. He was a brave and enterprifing 
5j.. * prince ; and, indeed, (uch a man was then more Aaa 
,. ever wanting, to lave the nation from impending flavery^ 

Cyaxares L moft part of the kingdom being already pofleffed by the 
Aflyrians. Having fettled himfelf well in his kingdom, 
and brought his troops under good difcipline (E), he fooi» 
recovered what the Aflyrians had taken during the reigns 
of his father and grandfather. What he had next at heart . 
was to avenge their death*, by the deftruftion of Nineveh i 
accordingly, having affembled all his forces, he marched 
out, with a defign to treat that city as Nebuchodonofor 
had treated the metropolis of Media. The Aflyrians 
meeting him on the frontiers, with the remains only of 
that great army which had been dcftroycd before Bethulia^. 
an engagement enfued, wherein the former were defeated, 
and driven into J^incveh. Cyaxares, purfuing his vifiory, 
laid clofe fiege to the city, but was foon obliged to giv^ 
bVer the enterprize, and employ his troops- in the defence 
of his oWn kingdom ^ 
Scythians A formidable army of Scythians, having driven the Cim* 
invade merians out of Europe, were in full march in purfuit of their 

i Hecodot«.ubi fupra. ^ Idem Ibidem. > Idem. ibid« 

cap. 103. 

(E) He was the firft, accord- can hardly believe, when wc 

ing to Herodotus, that mar- confider that the nations of 

ilialled the people of Afia into this part of Afia were engaged 

diftin^lbodiesjof lances, caval- in continual wars, and conf^- 

ry, and archers; whereas, be- quently muft have been more 

fore his time, horfe and foot, experienced in the military 

pikemen and archers, enpged art (ij. 
promifcuoully. But this wc 

(i) Vid. Herodot« Ub. i. 

flying 
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Sying enemies^ and ready to enter Media. They were come 
from the neighbourhood of the Palus Maeotis, and com- 
Inanded by king Madyes^ the fon of Protothyas This Ma- 
dyes can be no other than Indathyrfus the Scythian, wh6 
invaded Afia, as Strabo informs us ^j and, having Jaid wafts 

?reat parcof that country, advanced to the confinesof Egypt; 
lyaxares no fooner heard of their march, than breaking 
up the fiege of Nineveh, he advanced with all his forces 
againft them. The two armies engaged ; and the Medes^ 
though encouraged by the 'example of their king, who, 
on that occafion, gave proofs of an extraordinary valour^ 
were utterly routed. The conquerors having no othef 
enemy to contend.with, over-run not only all Media, but 
the greater part of Upper Alia. From thence they ex* 
tended their conquefts mto Syria, as far as the confines of 
£gypt. But Pfammeticus^ king of that country, meeting 
them in perfon, prevailed upon thofe barbarians, partly by 
intreaties, and partly by prefents, to proceed no farther; and 
therebv faved his country from the neavy oppreffion which 
his neighbours groaned under \ In this expedition the 
Scythians poflefled themfelves of the city Betn-Sheam, in 
the territories of the tribe of Manafleh, on this fide the 
Jordan, and held it as long as they continued in Afia % 
whence it is called Scythopolis, or the city of the Scy- 
thians ^ On their return from Egypt, as they pafied 
through the land of the Philiilines, lome of the ftrag- 
glen plundered the temple of Venus at Afcalon, which 
was believed the mod ancient in the world dedicated to 
that goddefs. To avenge this outrage, the goddefs is faid 
to have infli£t;ed on thofe who were concerned in the facri* 
lege, ^nd their pofterity, the haemorrhoids* 

The Scythians were, for the fpace of twcnty*eight 
years, maliers of the Upper Afia, namely the two Afme- 
nias, Cappadocia, Pontus, Colchus, Iberia, and great 
part of Lydia. Cyaxares, finding it impracticable to get 
rid of his troublefome guefts by open force, refolved to 
try what might be eiFe£ted by firatagem ; and accord* 
ingly invited the greateft part of them to a general feaft, 
which was given in every family. Each ho(l intoxicat- 
ed his gueft ( and in that condition were the Scythians 
maflacred, and the kingdom delivered from a long and 
cruel bondage. The Medes then repoflbfled themlelvet 

» Strabo, lib- S. propeinitium. ' Herodot lib. i. cap. 105. 

fib. ii. cap. I. 2r Itb. vu. cajpt to. * Syncch p, 214* 
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of the provinces they had loft, and once more cxtendeW 
their empire to the oanks of the Halys, which was their' 
ancient boundary weftward P^ 

Cyaxares, having thus freed hii couptry from the pp- 
preiuon of the Scythians, found himfelf foon after engag- 
ed in a war with the Lydians. The occafion of this war* 
is thus related by Herodotus "J. Upon a fcdition that! hap-^ 
pened. among the Scythian Nomades> a party of then* 
made their elcape into Media ; where they were not only 
entertained with great humanity by Cyaxares; but en- 
trufted With the education of divers youths, whom they 
were to inftrufl in the ufe of the bow. and in the Scy- 
tlrian language. Thefe ftrangers went frequently to bunt^ 
and often regaled Cyaxares with part of their game ; bur 
being one day unfuccefsful, that prince treated them with 
moft opprobrious language. This they refcntcd, and agreed 
to kill one of the youths committed to their care, drefs hi» 
flefh like venifon, and ferve it up td Cyaxares and his guefts. 
'They executed what they propofed ; and then flying to 
Sardis, implored the proteftion of Halyattes king of 
Lydia. Cyaxares immediately dispatched ambafTadors to 
demand the Scythianis ; but thiey not being able to prevail 
with the king of Lydia to deliver^them up, a war of five 
years enfued betweefi the two n'frtions, with various fuc-* 
cefs (F). The battle, fought in the fixth year of this 
war, was very remarkable, on account of a total eclipfe 
©f the fun, which happened during the engagement, ^ni 

p Herodptr lib. i. cap. to6. f* Herodot. lib. i. cap. 7S»:74. 

• . ... 

(F) This Herodotus deli- had particular reafonsto diflrudf 

vers as the occafion of a war him, for the treachery he hadi 

between the Medes and the fhewn towards their country- 

tydians-j the one king de- men, as we have related above, 

jmanding the fugitives, and the Some writers, therefore, witb 

other' refufing to deliver up greater probability, fuppofeV 

fbch ashad put theihfelVes un- that the Scythians,' who re- 

der his prbtedtioH. But to us, tired into Lydia, we/e fuch a» 

we muft own,, it does not at had efcaped the maflacre in 

all feem pmbable, that the Media, and not any other new 

Scythians (hould have Sheltered colony; for that univerfab 

themfelvc6 from their own flaiighter being frefh in their 

cpuncrymen in the dominions memories, it is very unlikely^ 

- of either prince, confidering that other Scythians would 

how odious the Scythian name have come to fettle in the- 

niuft have been in both king- country where it had been-iJ> 

doms. As to Cyaxares, they lately perpetrated*. 
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Is faid to have been foretold by Thales the MUcfian (G). 
The Medes and Lydians, who were then m the heat of 
rfie battle, equally terrified widi this uncommon event, 
which they tooked upon ais a fign of the anger of the gods, 
immediately retreated, and Toon after concluded a peace, 
by the mediation of Labynetus, that is N^uchadnezzar, 
Icing of Babylori, and Syennefis, king of Cilicia. This 
peace Was ftrengthened by a marriage between Aryei.is, 
the daughter of Halyattes, and Aftyages, the cldeft fon of 
.Cyaxares^j of whicn marriage wasbom> the enfuing year, 
'Cyaxares, who, in the book of Daniel, is called Darius 
the Mede '. 

Cyaxares's firftcarc, as foon as he was difengaged from yr. ©f FL 
the Lydian war, was to refume the ficge of Nineveh, 1747. 
which the irruption* oi the Scythians had obliged him to ^^^^ ^^^* 
raife. Having, with this yiew, entered into . a ftrift al- 
liance with Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and con* j^i„gT,fj^ 
firmed it by a marriage between that prince and his daugh- taken and 
tcr Amyite, he returned, in conjunction with the Baby- dtfiroytd^ 
lonians, before Nineveh, took the place, flewSarac the 
king, and levelled that mighty city with the ground • (H)l 

This viftory, with the deftruftion of Nineveh, the 
Tews afcribe to the Chalda^ans ; the Greeks to the Medes ; 
Tobit, Polyhiftor, Jofephus, and Ctefias, to both. It gave 
in beginning to the great fucceiTes of Nebuchadnezzar and 

^ Hcrodot. lib. i* cap. 73, 74^. r Dan. ▼« $7^ ' Herodot^ 
lib. t. cap. 106^ ^lex. Polybift. ap. Eufeb. in Chroa. p. 46. & ap,. 
iSyncel. p. aio* 

(G) That this edipfe happen- eaft lide of tla river. The 

cd, while Cyaxares, the rather circuit of Nitieveh was, ac- 

of Aftyages, and Halyattes the cording to Diodorus Siculus, 

father or Crotfus, were enjgag- four hundred and eighty fladia, 

«ed in a battle, is confirmed by that is, ^ly of our miles. 

' £ndemus, in his Ailronomical Hence it is faid by Jonah to 

Hiftory. he a city of three days journey, 

(H) On the ruins of the that is, in compafs ; for twenty 

old Nineveh, another city was miles, is as much as a man can 

raifed, which foi: a long time well walk in one day. Strabo 

bore the fame name, but never tells us, that it was much 

attained to the grandeur and larger than Babylon, and in 

glory of the former. It is now the fame place fays, that tbe 

icalled Moful, fituated on the circuit of Babylon was tluee 

weft fide of the Tigris, where hundred and eighty-five fur- 

fvas anciently only a nart of the longs, that is, forty -eight of 

iiiburbs of the old Nineveh ; our miles* 
fyic the city itfejf fiood on the 

C 3 Cyaxaros, 
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Cys^i^ares, and laid a foundation of the two collateral 
empires, as we may call them, of the Medes and Baby<« 
lonians, which role on the ruins of the Aflyrian mo- 
narchy. 

After the reduftion pf Nineveli, the two conquerors, 

frofecuting their victory, led the confederate army againft 
^haraohfNecho kh^g of Egypt, who had, fome time be«» 
fore, routed the king of Aflyria, and taken Carchemifl^. 
Pharaoh met them near the Euphrates, where be was de<« 
feated, and forced to abandon whatever he had formerly 
taken from the Afiyrians ^ ; for what once belonged (q 
them, Cyaxares and Nebuchadnezzar lopked upon now a« 
theirs by fight pf conqueft. After this viQory,^ they 
feized upon the important place of Carchemiffi, and 
reduced all Ccelefyri^ and rhqenice $ then, with an 
^rny of Babylonians, Medes, Syrians, Moabites, and 
Ammonites, to the number of ten thoufand chariots. 
II hundred and eighty thoufand foot, and a hundred anii 
twenty thoufand horfe, they invaded and laid wafte San 
maria, Galilee, and Scythopolis \ at laft they beiiege^ 
Jerufalem, and took Jehoiakin^ prifoner °. Ennched with 
the fpoils of the conquered nations, they divided their 
forces, Nebuchadnezzar purfying hi« conquefts ^n the^ 
Weft, and Cyaxares falling upon the Aflyrian provinces 
of Armenia, Pontus, and Cappadocia, which he fubdued,^ 
with great daughter of the inhabitants. They afterwards^ 
united their forces once more, and^ hy the redu£iion of 
Perils and Sufiana, accompliihed the conqueft of the Af« 
fyrian empire. 

The prophet Ezekiel ' enumerates the chief nations th^t 
were fubdued and llaughtered by the two conquerors Cy-. 
9xares and Nebuchadnezzar : '' Afhur is there, and ail 
her company, (viz. in hades, or the lower parts of the, 
earth, where the dead bodies lay buried), his graves are 
about him : all of them flain, fallen by the fword, which 
caufed their terror in the land of the living. There is, 
Elam, and all her multitude round about her grave, all of 
them flain, fallen by the fword, which are gone down un* 
^ircumciied into the nether parts of the earth, which cauf^ 
pd their terrqr in ^he land of the living; yet have they 
borne their fhame with them that go down into the pit.— ^ 
There is Mefhech, Tubal, and all her multitude (vi?. 
the Scythian§) : h?r graves are round about him : all of 

* % Kings xxiv. 7. Jerem* xlyi. 1. Eiipol. apud Eufeb. ^rsep. 
Evang. lib. ix. cap. 33. ' w » Kings xxiv. 12. Dan. i. i.' & 

% Chrpn.xxxvi. 6. * Ezek. x^xii. «», k feqq. 

thein 
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ihes) tincircumcifedf fiain by liie fword> though they 
caufed their terror in the land of the living.*— 1 here is 
£dom, her kings and all her princes, which, with their 
might are laid by them that were flain by die iword. — - 
There be the princes o£ the North, all of thenii and all 
the ZidonianSy which with their terror, are gone down 
iwrith the flain/' By the princes of the North are meant 
fuch as were on the north of Judaea, namely, tho princes 
of Armenia and Cappadocia, who fell in the wars which 
Cyaxares waged in reducing thofe provinces, after the de- 
ftru£tion of Nineveh. 

Cyaxares, having thus ere£led the kingdom of Media 
into a powerful empire, and fhared the new acquifitions 
with his Babylonian ally, died, in the fortieth year of his 
reign t^ ; and was fuccc^ded by his £on, 

Aftyages, who in Scripture is called Ahafuerusu This Yr. of Fl. 
prince had, by Aryenis, the daughter of Halyattes king 1753* 
of Lydia, Cyaxares the Second, called, in Scripture, Da- ^"^* ^^^* 
ri^s the Mede, who was fixty-two years old when Bel- ^^^ 
ihazzar was flain %t the taking of Babylon. The fame Mjaga. 
yeartbat Cyaxares was born, Aftyages gave his daughter 
Mandane, whom he had by a former wi&, to Cambyfes, a 
Perfian ; from which marriage fp^un^ Cyrus, the founder 
of the Perfian monarchy, and ^he reftorer of the Jews to 
their country, iheir toi^ple, and former condition. He 
jPjV'as borQ b;u9: one y£ax after the birth of his uncle Cy- 
axares, and confequently was in the fixty-firft year of his 
age, when Babylon was taken. Whether his father Cam- 
byfes wa^s king of Perfia, as Xenophon * would have it, or 
only a noUeffian of that country, ^s we read in Heipdotus % 
is what w£ fhall not at prefent eixamlne. Though the 
jreign of Aftyaees was very lon^^ having lafl^d thirty-five 
years, yet w« find no particulars of i( recorded in hiftory, 
except his repulling the Babylonians, who, under the coo^ 
AmGl of £vil-Merbdach, ]die fon of Nebuchadnezzar, had 
made ^an inroad jntp hi^ Gentry, ^s we have related in the 
hiftory of Babylon. The vi£iory which he gained on this 
occafion, was, in great part, owing to the valour and 
condufl of Cyrus, who attended his grandfather in this 
expedition, and, though at that time b^it fixteen years of 
. ^£^9 fignalized hiix^feli in a very particular manner, piir- 
.fuing the Babylonian, witjb great (laughter, to his 
own borders. This rafli and feemingly unjuft under- 

7 Herodot. lib. i. cap. 107. « ^noph. Cyropcd. lib. L 

A Herodot. lib, u ctp* 197* ^ 
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taking of £tii-Mefodacll, laid the foundation t£ vehaf 
animoOty between the Medes and Babyloniafis, which 
terminated in the ruin of Babylon. From hence we 
may infer, that Evil-Merodach was not the fon of Ne-< 
buchadne^iiar, by Amyite, th^ daughter) of Cyaxares, or 
as others will have it, of Aftyages, but by lome othef 
wife ; it not being likely, that they would have thus trim. 
gaged in war againft each other, had they been fo nearly 
related. It is ftill more improbable, that Cvil->Merodacn 
fhould undertake fuch hoftilities, while he was on th^ 
point of marrying Nitocris^ as is commonly reported, who 
was by birth a Mede* . . - 

Yr. of Fl. Aftyages, after a reign of thirty-five years, was fttC"* 
788. ceeded by his fon Cyaxares, uncle to Cyrus. This prince 

Ante Chr. was fcarce feated on his throne, when he found himfelf 
5^<»' engaged in a bloody war with Nerigliflar, who had miir-« 

*~ dered Evil-Mcrodach> and ufurped the crown of Babylon. 

^ 11^ The war was cftirried on with great flaughter on both 
fides by Cyaxares and Cyrus, during the reigns of the 
ufurper Nerigliflar, of his fon Laborofoarchod, atid of Na*i 
bonadius, the fon of Evil-Merodach, and grandfoti of N«« 
buchadnezzar, in whofe time Babylon was taken, and the 
Babylonian empire utterly ruined* But we fliall defer the 
relating of thefe important events till the reign of that' 
great and glorious prince, which, as he was- the founder oF 
the Perfian monarchy> We (hall refer ve to the hiftory of 
that empire. 

A^s for Cyaxares, he is faid, in Scripture, to have taken 
the kingdom, after the redU^ioti of Babylott, and deatH of' 
Belfiiaz^ar J^ ; for Cyrusi as long as his unde liviid, hrf^ 
the empire only in partnerftipwith him, though he ha4 
entirely acquired it by his own valour ; nay, fo far did he 
carry hi^ complaifatice, that he fufFered him to enjoy the firfk 
rank : but the command of the army, and the whole ma-? 
nagement of affairs, being vefted in Cyrus, he alone was 
looked upon as tlie fupreme governor of the empire ; and 
hence it is, that in Ptolemy's Carton no notice is taken 
of Cyaxares 5 but, immediately after the death of Nabona- 
dius, Cyrus is placed there as the next fucceffor. But that 
a Mede reigned at Babylon, after the death of Nabona-* 
dius^ or, as Herodotus calls [him, Labynetus, the laft Ba-- 
bylonian king in the Canon, is plain both from Xenon 
phon * and Scripture. The former tells us> that after the 



7 r^ui. t. 31. ^ X«nop6, C^rop^d. lib. viii. 
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^iSAng oF Bdbylon, Cyrus iKrent to the king .of %e Metiei 

at Ecbatan^ and fucceeded htm in the kingdom : 4nd vrt 
/ead hi Scripture, that B^lon was deftroyed by the 
Medes "■ ; '^ by the kings of the Medes^ and the cat>tain8 
and rulers thereof^ iand all the land of his dominion ^ ;" 
that the kingdom of Babylon was ^* numberdd, and finifii^ 
«d^ and broken^ and^iven to the Meded and Pedians^'' fird 
to the Medes under Darius^ atid thai t6 the I'erfi^ns undef 
Cyrus : for DariuS reigaed overnEabylon like a conqueror^ 
not obibrringthe laWd of theBsibylonianfi, but introducing 
t^ immutable laws of the conquerifig natiofidi the Medet 
And Perfians^* This king* can be no other than Cyaxares^ 
as S^nophon calls him ^, or Darius the JVfede, as he is 
ftyled by DanieL The-Scripturc afcribcs the deftruiftion 
of Babylon cbiefiy to- Cyaxares, whereof St. Hierom al- 
leges three reafons : firft^ becaufe Darius or Cyaxares was 
the elder of the two 5 fecondly, becaufe the Medes were 
at that time more famous than the PerfiaiSs f and^ laftly, 
beeaufe the qncle otight to he preferred to the nephew. 
On the other hand, that few of the Greek writers take 
any notice of Cyaxares, may eafily be accounted for : the 
Perfians, defirous to magnify and extol Cyrus, their coun- 
tryman, gave him all the glory of that eonquell ; and from 
them the Greeks borrowed th^ir relations : befides, Cy- 
rus alone was employed in the iSege of Babylon, Darius 
being then abfent; and the confederate army under hi^ 
condud fformed the town, and put an end to the empire 
4b£ Babylon. But Jofcphus, who was bcttef informed, 
■tells U8% that Darius, with his ally; Cyrus, deftroyed 
the kingdom of Babylon. The fame author adds, that 
this Darius . was the fon of Aftyages *, and that he was 
known to the Greeks by another name. Now if we 
aik the Giteks the narne of Aftyages's fon, Xenophon ' 
iwili tell us, that he was called Cyaxares: As for the - 
name of Darius, it was preferred in the Darics, or Sta« 
teres Darici> thofe famous pieces of gold, which, for fe- 
veral ages, were preferred by the c'aftern nations to any 
other coin ; for we are told k, (hat thefe were coined, not 
by the father of Xerxes, but by an cariier Darius, the firft 
king of the Medes and Perfians that coined gold. But no 
parius niore ancient than the father of Xerxes is any 

*<I£i. xiii. l7« S9. b Jer. H. ii, 18. c Dan* vl, S« 

ft. 15. <* Xettoph. Cyropasd. lib. i. cap. 19. « Jofepb. 

^ntiq. lib. xii» cap. 13. f Xenoph. ubi fupra. S Suidas Tub 

voce A^ix|^f« Harpocn^tion. Scholiaft* in Ariftoph« Ecclef. p. 741* 
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where faid to have reigned^ except this Darius> whom 
Scripture calls Darius the Mede. 

After the redu£Uon of Babylon, Cyaxares, in concert 
vrith CyruSi fettled the a&irs of their new empire, divid- 
ing it into a hundred and twenty provinces \ which were 
governed by thofe who had diftinguifhed tfaemfelves dur^ 
sng the war. Over thefe goremors were appointed three 
prefidents, who were coAftantly to refide at court, and re-» 
ceiving accounts of what happened in the feveral pro-r 
vinces, difpatch the king^s orders to the immediate of* 
ficers ; fo that thefe three principal minifters had the fu-« 
perintendeniDy over, and the chief adminiftratign of, the 
mod: weighty afiairs of the whole kingdom. Of theie 
Daniel was appointed the chief ; an honour which he 
highly deferved, not only on account of his great wifdom^ 
but likewife for his age and coofummate experience ; for 
he had now ferved the kings of Babylon full fixty«-five 
years, in the quality of prime minifter. As this employ- 
ment advanced him to be the next perfon to the king, it 
raifed no fmall jealoufy in the other courtiers, who, in 
confpiring againft him, would have compafied his ruin^ 
had he not been miraculoufly preferved^ As the only aiy 
ticle they could lay hold of to difjgrace him at court, zni 
make him incur the king's difpljeaiure, was the laM^'of hi$ 
God, to which they knew him inviolably attached, they 
prevailed with Darius to i0ue a proclamation, forbidding 
all perfons to put up any petition whatfoever to God or 
man, except -to the king^ for the fpace of thirty days» 
upon pain of being caft into the lion's den. Now as Da^ 
niel was offering up his ufual prayers, with his face turned 
toward Jerufalem, he was furpriled, accufed, and, as the 
laws of the Medes were unalterable, condemned to be 
devoured by the lions ) but being miraculouQy delivered 
from their jaws, this malicious contrivance ended in the 
deftru£tion of its authors> and greatly raifed Dangers re- 
putation both with Darius and Cyrus *. This event pro- 
bably happened whHc Cyrus was in Syria; for after bav* 
ing fettled his affairs at Babylon, and furnifhed the gaK* 
ri£n with fuch troops as were neceflary for the defence of 
the feveral parts of the empire, he marched with the re- 
mainder into Syria, which he brought under fubje£tiQii 
with the other adjacent countries, extending his conc|ueft$ 
as far as the Red Sea, and the confines of Ethiopia* In 
the mean time Darius remained at Babylon, managing the 
civil affairs of the empire ; and in this interval was Da- 

^ Dan. vi. i^ »• ' Idem ibid* v€r« 4., 5, 6^ kct ad finem. 

niel 
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tiicl caft into the lion's den. The Darics were,'pcrhap$, 
coined much about the fame time, out of the gold of the 
conquered Lydians (I), But in the reign of Cyrus, We 
fhall give a more dirtin£t account of feveral particulars re- ' 
lating to his two predeceflbrs, Cyaxares and Aftyages. 
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CHAP. xin. 

T^e Hijiory of the Perfians, 

.9 

S E C T. I. 
The Defcription of Perjia* 

^T^H I S country, like many others, has, in different ages, lufivirAf 
^ been called by diiierent denominations. Perfiait, namt. 
hj Mofes S called Elam, or, as fonle wtite it, j£lam, 
from Elam the fon of Shem, the father of the firft inha- 
bitants. Herodotus calls its inhabitants Cephenes ; and, 
in very ancient times, the people of this country called 
themfelyes Artapi, and the region wherein they dwelt^ 
Artaea '. In the books of Daniel, Efdras, &c. we find it 
called Paras, agreeable to the Perfian denomination of 
Pars, or Phars, by which the proper Perfia is called at 
this time. It has alfo been called Achaemenia% and An- 
faca, from its ancient kings* In* oriental writers it is 
called Agjem, Iran, and Shahiftan> which laft fignifies the 
Jominiom of the Jhqh^ It is true, that, ftriftly fpeakihg, 
Achaemenia and Ir^n are not general names of Perfia, but 
rather parts of that ppuntry^ yet, as thev arc frequently 
ufed in authors to fignify that country which we call Per- 
fia, they may very well dc comprehended in this lift pf 
names (K). ,j,, 

^ Genef. x. %%• xiv. i Jereni. xxv. 15. Jofeph* Antiq. liH. i. 
cap, jr. ^ * Hyde Reli|;. Vet. Pcrfar. p. 413. » Hoiat. 

Iib4 ill. od. 1. ver. 44. Ovid de Arte, lib. i. ver. it 6. " Hyde, 

ubi fupra. Chardin's Travels, tom.iii. p. », 3. 

(I) This piece, according iilver now flands with us, to 

to Dr. Bernard, weighed two have been worth twenty-five 

grains more than one of our (hillings, 

guineas ; but as it had veir (K) Commentators fuppofe 

little alloy, it may be reckoned, that the Elamitcs, or anceftors 

^ the jpjoporti«a of gold and of the Perfians, were defcended 

from 
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Extent* The extent oi Ferfia has been, in di^erent ag^^ :ai» 

various as its names. Ptolemy ™ bounds it thus ; on the 
north it hath Media ; on the eaft Carmania \ on the weft 
Sufiana ; on the fouth the Perfian Gulph ; but this re-* 
lates to ^Perfia as a province. We confider it in another 
light ; and therefore, to fpeak as clearly and diftin£tly as 
we are able, let us firft affign the boundaries of the Perfian 
empire, as they ftood anciently, when it extended fai^ 
theft \ let us next fettle the boundaries of the modera 

^ Geogr. lib. vi. 6ap. 4. 



from Elam, the fon of Shem. 
As to the word Paras, authors 
are not very well agreed about 
its etymology, or fignification : 
fome derive it from the Arabic 
word pharis, which iignifies a 
horfe. Certain Perfian hifto- 
fians fay, that Phars is 'a, proper 
aasoe, and .that the perfbn fo 
eaUed.waS'the ^o pf Arfham, 
J. e. Arphaxad, .th^ fon of 
Shem : others piake this Phars 
the fon of J^phet, &c. It is 
^vident, however, that the 
Greek word Peffis, and the 
Latin word Perfia, are derived 
from this oriental denomina- 
tion, and nor froni this coun^ 
try's being conquered by Pcr^ 
feus. The name Artaei is 
thought to be derivedfrom the 
Perfian word. ard» or art, which 
iignifies firong^ .hrmjc^ magna" 
,»/>/<7W, intimating that thepeo- 
pie of this country were fuch 
m their difpofitions* Achae- 
menia, as Stephanus Byzantius 
informs us, was only a part of* 
Perfia : Strabo fays neatly the 
fame thing ; yet fometimea it 
. is ufed to figni fy Perfia in ge- 
neral, as particularly by He- 
rodotus, who makes Cambyfes, 
in an oration, call his people 
Achsemenidae. In the Arme- 
nian language, Perfia is fiyled 



Shqhifian, i. c. the country of 
the Jhdh, The Arabians gave 
th^ name of Agemefiaan to 
Perfia, becaufe in their lan«» 
guage agem fignifies firanger^ 
or rather harharian\ which, 
with great modefiy, theyimpofe 
upon every other aation but 
their pwn; : 'hence the difiiac<* 
tion of Arak^Arab, and Aral(-< 
Agem, which fignifies as mudli 
as the toH.vns of the Arabs ^ aiid 
the to^ims of the Barbarians^ 
Thfe Perfians themfelves call 
tlieir country generally Irouh, 
and Iran ; for this reafon they 
fay, that under the reign of king 
Effnafiab, their empire con- 
tained all. the countries between 
the Caipian Sea and China* 
This monarch divided his migh- 
ty empire into two parts, call- 
ing that on the other fide of 
the river Oxus, Touran, and 
this Iran, i.e. on the other Jtde 
of the river^ and on this fide of 
the rinjcr : whence, iii the an- 
cient Perfian hiftories, Kcy^ 
Iran, and Key-Touran, figni-* 
fied the ki fig of Perfia^ and the 
king of Tartary, At this day, 
the Perfian monarch is fly led 
Padcha Iran, and the grand 
vifier of Perfia, Iran Medary^ 
i. e. the pok of Perfia (2)* 



{») VideChardin's Voy, vol. iii. p. j. 



Perfia^. 
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iPerfian empire; and thirdly, let us retiew the fevcral 
provinces mentioned by ancient writers, and, as we pro- 
c^eed, give fome account of their prefent condition* 

As to the ancient " empire of the Perfians, it reached Bounda^ 
m length from the HeHefpont to the mouth of the river ries. 
Indus, about two thoufand eight hundred Engliih miles ; 
in breadth from Pontus to the mouth of the Arabian 
Gulph, about two thoufand miles. 

Th« "^ modem Perfia, that is the dominions of the Per- 
fian crown, extend in length from the mouth of the river 
Araxes to the mouth of the Indus, about one thoufand 
eight hundred and forty of our miles 5 and in breadth| 
from the river Oxus to the Perfian Gulph, about one thou* 
fand and eighty of ourmiles; bounded thus ; on the north; 
by the Cafpian Sea, the river Oxus, and Mount Gaucafus } 
en the eaft by the river Indus, and the dominions of the* 
Great Mogul, as he is conlmonly called ; on the fouth by 
the Perfian Gulph, and the Indian Ocean ; and on the 
"weft, by the dominions of the Grand Signior. ' . ' 

■ In our account of the provinces, into which the country cedr^/^ 
was anciently divided, we fhall begin^with Gedrofia,. 
mentioned by Pliny, Strabo, and other writers. It is 
bounded on the weft by Carmania ; on the eaft by Guza- 
rat, a province of India 5 on the fouth by the. Indian 
Ocean. It is called at prefent Makran. Of old it wa$ 
inhabited by the Arbitae, Parfirse Mafarnsei, *and the 
jlhamnae. Its principal cities were Pafis, Arbis, and • 
Cuni. . Ptolemy places here a celebrated emporium, call- 
ed the Haven of Women. The principal modern citie$ 
are Firhk^, Chalak, and. the port of Guadal (L). 

Carmania 

a Cluvcr. Gcpgr. lib, v/cap. 13. • Idem, ubi fupra* 

»> Voyaged de Tavernier, lib. iv. cap. %• 

(L) Thdugh Gedrofia be At the* mouth of this river 

conftantly fo called by Strabo ftood the Tvvmkuv At/xw, or 

and Ptolemy, yet Diodorus Si^ Port of Women^ of Ptolemy^ 

cuius, Suidas, and fome ma- mentioned alfo by Arrian, in 

iiufcripts of Ammianus Mar- his Indian Hiftory, who telU 

ccllinus, read Cedrolia. Mount us, . that this place was fo call- 

fiecius, or rather a ridge of <d, becaufe it wa? firft govem- 

mountain^ run* through the ed by a woman. The foil of 

middle of the province ; and this province- was fandy and 

fn>m them fprings the cele- barren, very deficient in wa« 

brated river Arbis, or Arabis, ter, and the air intepiperately 

which, after a fhort <:6urfe, hot ; fo rfiat Alexander's army 

fi»i into tine Indian Ocean^ fuffered excedlasely hcj2P> not- 

wlt^ftanding 
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Carmmaa^ Carmania is divided into Carmania the Defert, and Car* 
mania Proper. Carmania ^ the Defert is bounded on the 
north by Parthia ; on the weft by Perfis ; on the eaft by* 
Drangiana ^ on the fouth by Carmania Proper. , Carma- 
nia ' Proper hath on the fouth the Indian Ocean $ on tho 
M^eft Perfis, and the Gulph of Perfia ; on the eaft Gedro« 
fia; and on the north Carmania the Defert. It contains 
the modem provinces of Cherman and Ormas. It was 
inhabited by the IfatichX) Zuthi, Gadanopydres, Came- 
' lobofci, Agdonitesj fihudianse. Ares, Charadeae, Pafar* 
gadscy and Armozaei. Its ancient cities were Carmanae, 
now Khirman, ftill a confiderable place, and famous for 
excellent fcimiters ^ Alexandria, built by Alexander the 
Great ; Armuza, or Armuzum^ on the fliore of the gulph, 
giving name to a promontory, and to the ifland of Qr- 
muz. The modern places of note befides are Khirman^ 
Bermazir ' Kuheftek, and lafquez, which laft gives name 
to a cape or promontory (hooting into tne Perlian. 
Gulph (M). 

Drangiana^ 

n PtoL ]ib« vi. cap. 6« ' Lib. vi. cap. 8« • Tavern* 

Voy. itb. IV. cap.i. 

tvithfiandiDg they built tlieir try, watered by feveral riven, 
huts with aromatic wood, and particularly the Andanis, men- 
met with* fpices in profufion. tioned by Pliny and Ptolemy. 
Ptolemy mentions two iflands It is mountainous, though with 
, dependent on this province, this advantage, that thefe 
Auea, and Codane. Arrian, mountains have mines of cop- 
fpeaking of the voyage of per and iron. The' people an- 
Nearchus, tells us, heobferv- ciently, however, lived in no 
ed feveral others. very defirable conditipn, if the 
(M) Though, other authors defcription given us by Pom- 
, fpeak of Carmania in geueral, ponius Mela be true. At this 
yet Ptolemy makes hot only day this province is particular- 
the difference before noted in ly remarkable for producing^ 
the text, but interpofes the iheep, which bear the fineu 
iefcription of Arabia Felix be- wool in the world ; they have 
tween Carmania Deferta, and this peculiar property, that 
Carmania Proper. As to the having fed upon new graf^ 
iirft, it is very truly what Pto- from January to May, their 
lemy calls it, having fcarce a fleece falls off of itfelf, and 
town or a village in it, its foil leaves the (lieep quite naked $ 
being an inhofpitable fand, the wool being gathered, and 
its air hot and unhealthy, and beaten, the coarfe breaks a- 
the whole province, in a man- way, and the fine only re- 
ner, deflitute of water. Car- manns. The Gaurs have the 
. mania proper is a better coun- whole manufadure of this wool 

in 
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Brangiaiia <, bounded on the fouth by Gedrofia ; on the DrongH 
eaft^ by Arachofia ; on the north by Aria ; on the weft by ^»m. 
Carmania the Defert; derived its name, as fome (ay, 
ftom the river Drangius, and is called by the modem 
Perfiansy Sigiftan* It was anciently peopled by the Da- 
randae and the Batrii. Ptolemy reckons ten confiderable 
cities in this pitovince, the moft famous of which were 
Ariafpe and rrophthafia. Thofe now of any note arc 
Siftan, fuppofed, by fome, to be the ancient city laft 
mentioned, Chalek, and Kets (N). 

Arachofia is bounded on the weft by Drangiana ; on the Arachfiiu 
north by Paropamifus ; on the eaft, by the river Indus 5 
on the fouth by Gedrofia. Its modern name is not well 
fettled. It was inhabited of old by the Arimafpi, after- 
wards called Margyetae, and then Euergetse, the Sydri, 
Roplutae, and Eortae. Ptolemy reckons up thirteen cities 
in this province. We (hall content ourfelves with men- 
tioning only three ; Arachotus, built on a lake of the 
fanie name^ by the famous Semiramis, who is faid to 

< PtoL lib. vi. cap. 19. « Tavern. Voy. ubl fupra. 

in their hands, which confifts continent. The air in fum" 

in girdles much efteemed mer waa fo exceilively fuitry, 

through the £aft, i&nd in a fort that people were forced to live 

offerges, as foft, and almofl in grots (3). 
as fine as filk (2). Dependent on (N) A ridge ofmu ntains, 

this province is the little but the principal of which is called 

ikmous idand of Ormuz, in Bagous, runs through this 

compafs about twenty miles, country ; and from thenc0 

flony and full of rocks, barren fome have fancied, that there 

and destitute of all neceflaries, ran a river called Drangius, 

except fair, of which there is from whence this country took 

fuch plenty, and fo hard, that its name ; but of this there is 

it is faid to be ufed in building no certainty* The province 

boufes. The foil is compofed of is not large, and every where 

a white fand, formerly import- hilly, far from abounding with 

ed into Europe. Water (except any rich commodities ; and 

Axch as after rains is preferved therefore never vfery famous, 

in ciderns) it hath none \ fo either in ancient or modem 

that, even in its mofl flouri(h- times. At prefent, it is only 

ing times, whdn it was the fo from its being reported to 

emporium of this part of the have been the birth-place of 

world, its inhabitants had not Ruftan, the celebrated hero of 

only their vidluals, but alfo the oriental romances, 
very water they ufed, firom the 

(2) Vide Ta vernier, in Harris's Collefliony vol. u. p. 307. 
(3) MandeUlo*s Travels, in Harris** Colle^lon, yoL ii.p. iiS. 

have 
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have given it the name of Cophes; Alexandnaj built by 
Alexander the Great, ^nd by fome thought to be the 
fame with the citjr now called Cabul ; and Arbaca, fup-* 
pofed to have derived its name from fome of the lungs of 
farthia named Arbaces^ Aa to modem towns of iK>te» 
we know of none* 

Parppamifus. bounded on the weft by Aria s on the 
north by Badria ; on the eaft by the dominions of the 
Mogul; on the fouth by Arachofia \ is called bythe mo« 
* derns Sableftan, including likewife the kingdom of Can- 
dahar. Its ancient inhabitants were the Bolitse, Arifto* 
phili, Ambantae, Parietae, and ParGi. Its chief cities 
Ortofpanum^ and Naulibis* Modem cities there are 
many of great note, fuch as >Beckfabat, Afbe, Buft^^t 
ilrengthened with one of the fineft caftles in Per6a» and 
adorned with various beautiful caravanferas (O). 
BaSriana. Baftriaha ' or Ba^tria^ now called ChoraflaUs anciently 
inhabited by the Salatarae, Zariafpae^ Chomatri, Comi, 
Acinacse, Tambyzi^ Thocarse, a powerful people* and 
feveral other nations of lefs note. It was in the firft ages 
of the world, a very famous kingdom. In later times it 
boafted a thoufand cities; the chief of thefe were Ba£tra 
and£bufmi| both royal cities, as Ptolemy tells us> Mara- 
candd) and Charracbaxta. Its modern cities of note are 
alfo numerous ; but we (hail not mention them here, be* 
caufe we (hall have occafion hereafter to confider this 
country more particularly. 

Margiana is bounded on the weft by Hyrcania ; on the 
north by Tartary ; on the fouth by Aria 5 and on the 
eaft by BaAria, now called Eftarabad. It is divided from 
Tartary by the river Oxus, called by the modern Perfians ' 
Jluth-Khane-Kurkan ; and was inhabited anciently by 
the Derbicaej the Maflagetas, who came hither from, Scy- 



Margiana* 



w Tavern. Voy. torn 1. Tib. ill. p. 394, 
<Jap. ic. r Tavern. Voy. lib. iv. cap. t. 



X Ptol. lib. vl. 



(O) Tiie foil of difseoun- 
try^ in general, is not over 
fruitful, the province being 
fitll lof hills, which however, 
by ov<erfhadowing the vallies, 
render them cool and pleafant. 
We have obferved above, that 
the kingdom of Candahar is 
, included within the ancient 
province of Paropamifus. This 
little realm hath for its capital 



a city of the fame name, which 
is looked upon to be the beft 
fortified place in all this part 
of Ada. As the caravans pafs 
conflancly through it, in soing 
to, or coming from India, it 
is confequently' a place rich 
and full of trade. Tavemicr 
has given us an ample defcrip* 
tion of it, at the end of hia 
fifth book of Travels. 

Ihia^ 
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thia> the Parni, the Dax» ^nd the Tapumi. Among 
its cities of note % we may reckon Alexandria, one of the 
fix cities of that name in Perfia, afterwards caljed Antio- 
chia, and^ after that, Seleucia ; Nigaea, or rather Nyfsea} 
m&ntioned by Ptolemy. As to lAodern places of note, / 

Eftarabad, Amul, and Damkau, deferve chiefly to be men- 
tioned (P). 

Hyrcania * is bounded on the north by the Cafpian fea, Hjrcanim. 
called fometimes Mare Hyrcanum, from its waihing the 
fhore of this province ; on Ac weft by Media ; on the 
ibuth by Parthia ; and on the eaft by M^rgiana, called 
now Mazanderan, and including likewife the province of 
Kylan. The old inhabitants of this province were the 
Maxerse, Aftabeni, and Chrindi» Its ancieitt capital was 
called Hyrcania, as well as the province ; nor has it, at 
this diftance of time^ much changed its name, fince it is 
dill named Hyrcana. Sambrace was likewife a confidec'- 
able and very ftrong place, at the time when Arfaces be- 
gan to lay the foundation of his empire. Modern places 
of note, are Ferh-;AbadS a port feated on a navigable 
arm of the Cafpian Sea, a fine city, much frequented by 
Ruffian merchants, as not being above a fortnight's fail 
from Aftracan : Giru, Talarapefet, Ciarman, and £fcref» 
are alfo principal places in this country (Q^)* 

Aria, 

* Cluv. Geog.lib. V. cap. tj. > Ptol. lib. vi. cap. $• ^ Sir 
Thomas Herbert^s Travels^ in Harris's CoUedt. vol. i. p. 434. 

(?) Many ancient authors a magnificent city there, but 

agree in commending the fitua- even enclofed the whole plaxn» 

tion of this province, begirt as watered by the rivcrt Arias-and 

it is with high mountains, Margue, with a wall, fifteen 

watered with pleafant rivers; hundred ftadi^ in circuit (3), 

amongft the red with the noble Edarabad, i ts prefent capit^^ is 

river Oxus, fo famous in Greek chiefly remarkable for the fine, 

and Latin authors. It is like- druggets, and othef excellent 

wife celebrated for its fertility woollen goods manufadorcd 

in vines, of fuch an extraordi- thiere (4). 

nary fize, that two men can ^ (Q^) Ancient writers agree, 

fcarce fathom the trunk of one in reprefenting Hyrcania as a 

of them, bearing cluilers, fome country fruitful in wine, wheat, 

of Which are two cubits long, figs, and all other kinds of 

Antiochus Soter was fo much fruits; here and there, how* 

pleaied with the beauty of this ever, interperfed with meadows 

country, that he not only built and pafiure lands ; and in fome 

(3) Vide Strabo, lib. xi. p. 355* Plin. lib* vi. cap, x6. 
(4) Tavern. vol«i.p. J97. 

VoL.IV, D placea 
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'AriVi. AriaS bounded on the north by Margiana^ and iTac^ 

tria; on the weft by Parthiar andCarmania the Defert';. 
on the fouth, by Drangiana ; on the eaft by Paropami- 
fus, now comprehended under th^ province of Chorafan. 
It was anciently inhabited by the Nifaei, Aftaveni, Muf- 
dorani, Caffiortse, Obares, Eiymandri, and the Borgi. Its- 
principal cities of old were thefe : Aria, feated on the ri- 
ver Arias, mentioned by Pliny, thought to be the fame 
city, which is ftill famous under the name of Heri, or' 
Herat, rebuilt and fplendidly adorned by the fultan 
Heuffien Mirza \ Alexandria, built by -Alexander, who* 
fettled a colony of Macedonians there ; Artacanda, call-^ 
ed by Strabo ** Artacana, and Bitaxa (R). 

farthia. Parthia% bounded on the weft by Media; on the: 

north byHyrcania; on the eaft by Aria; on the fouth. 
by Carmania the Defert; furrounded with mountains^ 
which ferve for boundaries on every fide; at this day call-^ 
ed Erak, or Arak ; and, to diftinguifh it from Chaldsea^ 
which is like wife called Erak, this is denominated Erac-- 

c Ptol. lib. VI. cap. 17; d' Cluv. Geogn lib, xi. p. 550. 

e Idem. lib. vi. cap. 5^ 

places with the lefs pleafant wine of which hath- fo flrong^ 
profpe6l of thick woods ^ a- body, as to keep fourfcore oif 
bounding with wild beafts of a hundred years, without di- 
'almoft every kind, even to a minution of colour or flavours- 
proverb. As to its prefent The ancient city of Aria, now 
condition, nothing can be known by the name of Heri^. 
more amazing than the wide or Herat, is ftill large and po- 
difference there Is between the pulous. SirThomas Herbert, in 
aiccounts given xis by perfons his Travels, tells us, that when 
of credit and capacity ; and he was there, he found it un- 
who have had equal opportuni- der a goveuoor of its own ; and* 
ties of acquirmg a perfe6t adds, that the adjoining coun- 
knowlegeofthe things of which try abounds with rofes, of 
they treat. which they make a water much 
(R) Aria was anciently a ftronger in its fmell than that 
very populous country, though which is diftilled in Europe^ 
much {ubje6t to heats ; andm- There are likewife (fays an- 
termixed with deferts, heaths, other eminent traveller),admir- 
and forefis, near the moun- able tapeftries made in the 
tains ; however, where the. neighbourhood of this place^ 
heat of the fun is a little decreaf- fuch as tranfcend, not only the 
edj they have very fruitful tapeftries of Europe, but even 
plains ; and thefe among othef thofe that come from the reffc 
, things, produce grapes, the of the Perfian looms (i)* 

(1) Vide Harris's Colleft. vol. i» p. 435* * 

Aganii»' 
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i^gami. The ancient Parthians*" are faid to bave been 
originally Celtes, of whom we fliall fpeak in the fequel ; 
who, being driven out of their own country, fettled here^ 
and had this name given them, which in their own, that 
is,, in the Celtic language, fignified feparatedy or put a%vay* 
Ptolemy reckons twenty-five large cities within this, pro- 
vince ; and it muft certainly have been very populous* 
fince many cities, and about two l;houfand villages, are 
reckoned to have been deftroyed by earthquakes. Its capi- 
tal was Hecatompalus, fo called from its having a huh- 
dred gates, a noble and magnificent place, and fo lucky 
as to remain, as fome think, ftill the capital of Perfia, un- 
der the name of Hlfpahan, or rather Spauhawn. Mo- 
dern towns of note are ^, Touchercau, and Hamadan, a 
very confiderable place, and efpccially noted for great 
herds of cattle fed in its neighbourhood, producing great 
quantities of butter, cheefe, and hides ; Chachan,^ Com, 
Cafbin, &c. (S), and {otae> others lefs confiderable. 

Pcrfis, 

f Clav. ubi fuprd* e Tavern. Voy. lib. iv. cap. i. 

(S) It is not eafy to fix the now poiTeiles to the great Shah 

derivation of the capital of Par- Abbas, who, after the conquell 

thia. In ancient times, Poly- of the kingdoms of Lar and 

bins fays, that it was called He- Ormus, charmed with the ficu- 

catompylos,' becaufe all the ation of this place, made it the 

roads through the Parthian do- capital of his empire, between 

minions centered here. Cur- the years 1620 and 1628. All 

ti us fays, that it was built by the who fpeak of Spauhawn, are 

Greeks; but by whom, or at agreed, that nothing can be 

what time, he informs Us not. more beautiful in nature than 

It (hould feem, that Hecatom- the fituation : it (iands in a 

pylos is rather a Greek inter- plain, fertile and fpacious^ 

pretation of the true name of furrounded with mountains, 

this city, than the real name which defend it alike from the 

thereof; but then what name fultry heats of fummer, and 

this was in the Parthian Ian- the piercing winds of the win- 

guage« we pretend not to fay, ter feafon. Through this plain 

It not having been recorded by Jiin feveral rivers, which wa- 

any author we have met with, ter Spauhawn, and contribute' 

The prefent city of Spauhawn, alike to its ornament and ufe. 

or Ifpahan, is unanimouily ac- The firft of thefe is the river 

knowleged to be o{ no great Z^nderoud, over which there 

antiquity; but, it is not very are three fine bridges. This ri- 

clear at what time it received vcr takes its rife in the mouh- 

|he name by which it is now tains of Jayabat, three days 

known. Certain it , is, tha^t journey from the city, and is 

Spauhawn owes the glory it but a finall llream of itfelf ; 

l>t ' 'tot 
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firfis^ PerCs \ bounded on the north by Media ; on the welt 

bySufiana; on the eaft by the Carmanias 5 on the fouth 
by the Perfian Gulf, called ..now Pars, or Phars; an- 
ciently inhabited by the Mefabatae, Rapfii, Hippophagi, 
Suza&iy Megores, Stable!, &c. Ancient cities of note 
were, Perfepolis, the metropolis of the ancient Perfian 
empire 5 Aximaj MaAfium, called now Marazu; Toace> 
the capital of a diftrifk of the fame name 5 Pafargada*, 
built by Cyrus, and honoured with his tomb*. As to 
modem cities, there arc many of great note, and amongft 
thefe Shiras, Benaron, Lar, Bender- Abafle or Gom- 
broon, and Bender-Congo, are reckoned the moft confi- 
derable(T). 

Sufiana, 

. ^ Ptol. Ith.^ vi»cap. 4.. 1 Tavern. Voy. torn.' h libt i« & 

cap* !• p»4it. 

but Abbas the Great cut a habitants : fomc emeralds, i»- 
channel, whereby he brought deed, are there found, but of 
a more condderable flream to no great^ value. On the coaft 
fall into this river, for the of the Perfian Gulf, the foil 
greater convenience of his fa- is as bad, though of a different 
vourite metropolis. The ex- nature, being hot and fandj^ 
tent of it is very great, not lefs and producing few otlier trees 
perhaps than twenty miles with- than palms ; but between thefe 
in the walls : thefe are of earth, there lies a rich and pleafant 
. poorly built, and fo covered region, abounding with com^ 
' with houfes and (haded with fruit, and cattle, and better 
gardens, that in many places watered, though but by fmall 
it is difficult to difcover them ; rivers, than moft of the other 
a defe6): not peculiar to this diftrids within this wide em- 
city, bur common to moft of pire. As to Perfepolis, the 
the great towns of Perfia; ancient capital of this province^ 
whence many travellers have and of the old empire of th& 
been led to reprefent them as Perfians, Diodorus Siculus in- 
not walled at aU (2). ' forms us, that it was the rich- 
(T) This country is very eft city. in the world at the. 
frequently mentioned in an- time it was fubdued by Alex-^ 
cient authors; and therefore ander. **Thecity ofSchiraa«. 
we' are the better enabled to which many will have to be 
give an account of its former, ' the ancient Uyropolis, the me- 
as well as prefent ftate. Such tropolis of the province of Per- 
parts of it as lie towards the iia, lies in feventy-eight de- 
north, are hilly and barren, grees fifteen minutes longi- 
bearing neither fruit nor corn tude, and twenty-nine degrees 
fuificient for the ufe of the in- thirty-fix minutes latitude* b 

(a) Vide Travels of Holftcin Ambafladors« Taverncr*s Voju. 
ages. Chardia*s Traveli. 
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'SufianaS bounded on the north by Aflyria; on the SttJUtna* 
^eft by Chaldaea; on the eaft by Perua; on the 
fouth by the PerGap Gulf; is believed by fome to have 
been the land of Havilah^ now called Chufiftany inha- 
bited by the Elamaei,. and Coilki. Its capital was the fa- 
mous city of Sufa, the Shufhan of the Scriptures; and 
Tariana^ by Ammianus called Tarfiana'. The modern 



* Ptol. Kb« VI. cap, 5, 
libr iii. cap. 19. p. 684. 

is feated in a plain, about four 
leagues in esrtent from north 
to fouth, and about five leaji^es 
from tsiit to wefl. Upon the 
fouth -eaft is a lake of fait -wa- 
ter, about four leagues in com- 
pafsu The foil about it is very 
good and fruitful, and famous 
for the beft wines in Perfia. 
Scbiras itfelf looks more like a 
ruined town than a city. Yet 
here are a great many fair co- 
vered bazars, or markets, with 
gireat ihop, well furnifhed 
With -a^ forte of Indian and 
T^urkifh commodkies, and e- 
very commodity has its parti- 
cular bazar. In the college 
there arc profeffors, who have 
falaries for teaching thecflogy, 
philofophy, and medicine; and 
the number of ftudents fomc- 
times amounts to five hundred* 
There are in this city three or 
four glafs-houfes, where they 
blow great and fmall bottles, 
to tranfport the fweet waters 
made in this city; they alfo 
make fevcral other veffels to 
bold their pickled fruits, which 
they fend in great quantities 
into India, Sumatra, Batavia, 
and other places. They make 
their glafs of a white ftone, 
^Imoflas hard as marble, which 
they fetch from a hill, four days 



I Apud Cellar. Gcogr. Antiq. 



journey from Schiras, and it is 
as clear and delicate as any 
glafs in the world. They have 
noother manufactures at Schi- 
ras, but a few coarfe painted 
cloths » which are ufed only by 
the meaner fort. The wines 
made here are the befl in all 
Perfia^ trut they make no great 
quantity of them , becaufe they 
dry and pickle great quantities 
or their grapes. It is an ex- 
cellent floitiach-wine, but very 
ilrong. The foil about this 
city IS very good, producing 
plenty of all things. They 
have all the fruits that we have, 
and oranges and lemons in a- 
bundance. They have vaft 
quantities of rofes, from which 
they draw fuch great plenty of 
rofe-water, that they furniih 
all the Indies with it. They 
have a great deal of corn ; but 
give much to their horfes to be 
eaten in the blade, becaufe they 
fay, that for want of water it 
would never come to maturity. 
There is a great quantity of 
opium, made at Schiras ; for 
round about the town are large 
fields fown with white poppies ; 
they- have alfo ftore of ca- 
pers, which they fend into 
parts (3)<" 



jf 



(3) Vide Tavern, in Harrises Colledt. vol. ii. p. 344. 
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towns of note are ", Ahawas, Scabar> and Ram-Hor* 
mus (U). 

1 here are two other provinces of the Perfian empire, 
which needf not be defcribed here, becaufe they have been 
treated of elfewhere already. Thefe are Curdiftan, con- 
taining the ancient Aflyria, and Shirwan, of old ftyled 
Me^ia. Chardin" tells us, that there are reckoned in 
the dominions of Perfia, .upwards of five hundred confi- 
de rable places, walled towns, and caftles, about fixty 
thoufand villages, and forty millions of fouls. 

As to the air and climate of this country, confider- 
ing its great extent, it cannot be otherwife than varioust 
according to the fituation, fomc parts being frozen with 
cold, and others burnt with beat, at the fame time of 
the year. The air, wherever it is cold, is dry ; butj 
where it is extremely hot, fometimes moift. All alcJng 
the coaft of the rerfian Gulf, from' weft io eaft, 
to the iriouth of. the river lndus9 the heat, for four 
months, is fo exceffive, that thofe who are born in tho 
country, unable tp bear it, are farced to quit their houfesi 



m Taverto, Voyag. ubi Aipra. 

(17) Sufiana, as defcribed by 
Ptolemy, includes the province 
Ayled Elymais, which Pliny 
alfo obferves to have lain with- ^ 
in the bounds of this province, 
and to have been fevered from 
it by the river Eulaeus. It re- 
ceived its name from Sufa, 
the capital, once the royal 
feat of the rerfian kings, who 
ufually refided one part of the 
year here, and the other at 
Ecbatan. It is difficult to deter- 
mine whether in pleafantnefs, 
njagnificence, or urength, this 
nbble city moft excelled. It 
was fcated on the river Ulai, 
or Eulaeus, called alfo the Cho- 
afpus, or rather on the conflu- 
ence of thefe two rivers; for the 
Eulaeus and Choafpes, meeting 
at Sufa, ran together in one 
ftream, and are afterwards fiyU 



^ Voy. torn. ill. p. $. 

ed, (bmetimes by one namc,| 
fometimes by the other. As 
to its beauty, Diodorus affirms, 
that when Alexander feized the 
palace here, he took poifeiiion 
of the noblefl manfion in the 
univerfe. Here were preferv- 
ed the records of the Perfiati 
empire ; and here were laid up 
the treafures of the kingdom, 
that they might be made'uie 
of upon any emergency, ^nd 
not be fquandered away at the 
will of the prince. The mo- 
dern name of this celebrated 
city differs not niuich from that 
by which it was formerly call- 
ed, the city of Shuftern being 
by fome travellers conceived 
to be built at leail very near 
the place where Sufa of old 
flood (4). 



(4) Vide Tavern, Voyages, torn, i. lib, iv..cap, i. 
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jini retire to the mountains ; fo that fuch as travel in thofe 
j)af ts at that feafon, find none in the villages, but wretch- 
ed poor creatures, left there to watch the effcfls of the 
jrich, at the expence of their healths The extreme heat 
of the air, as it renders it infupportable, makes it pro- 
'digioufly unwholefome. The eaftern provinces of Per- 
fia, from the river Indus to the borders of Tartary, arc 
fubjefl: to great heats ; but not quite fo unwholefome as 
on the coafts of the Indian Ocean and Perfian Gulph : 
iut in the northern provinces, on the coaft of the Caf- 
|>ian Sea, the heat is full as intenfe, and, though attended ' 
with moifture, as unwholefome as on the coaft before- 
mentioned. From Oftober to Miy, there 16 nO country 
3n the world more pleafant than this 5 but the people carry 
in their faces indelible marks of the malign influence of 
Jtheir fummers« tThey are all of a languid pale colour, • 
and have neither ftrength nor fpirits, though, about the 
end of April, they abandon their houfes, and retire to the 
mountains, which are five and twenty or thirty leagues 
ifrom the fea. In a word, the unhealthinefs of this place 
is fo notorious, that when a perfonls fent to the govern- 
ment of Kdlan^ it is generally lookeji upon as a kind of 
cdifgrace ; and the people at Spauhawn are apt to afk, 
whether he has robbed or murdered, to deferve fuch a com- 
tniffion. But this moiit^ttihofphere is only in thefe parts; 
*the reft of Perfia enjoys a dry air, the Iky being perfeftly 
ferene. To fay the truth, the purity of ^;his dement is 
the greateft blefling the inhabitants enjoy V as they de* 
rive from thence a clear aad florid complexion, together 
-with an excellent habit of body^ It rains feldom ; but it 
does not follow ^hat the heat admits of no mitigation i 
for in the nigh^, though not a cloud be feeu, the Iky be- 
ing fo clear, ttliat the ftars alone afford a light fumcient 
to travel by, yet there is a refreihing breeze, which lafts 
till within an hour of the morning, and gives fuch a cool- 
nefs to the air^ .l;hat a man may difpenfe with a tolerable 
warm gacment. The feafons in general, and particularly in 
:the middle of this kingdom, are as follow i the winter, 
beginning in November, and lafting till March, is very 
iharp and rude, attended with froft and fnow; whicb laft 
^lefcends in great flakes on the mountains, but never on 
<he plains. There are mountains, three days journey to 
the weft of Spauhawn, on which the fnow lies for eight 
tnonths of the year. It is faid, that they find there white 
worms as large as a man's little finger, which, if crufhed, 
feel colder than fnow. From the month of March 

D4 till 
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till May, there arc (hirp winds; from May to September 
the air is ferene and dry, refreihed by pleafant gales, 
which blow in the night, at evening, and morning \ andj 
in September and November, the wind blows as in fpring^ 
It is to be bbferved, that in fummer, the nights are about 
ten hours long, the twilight being very fhort; a circum- 
ftance which, joined to the coolnefs of the nieht, renders 
the heat of the day fo moderate, that this fealon is as fup* 
portable at Spauhawn as at Paris. The great drynefs of 
its air exempts Ferfia from thunder and earthquakes. Iq 
the fpring indeed there fometimes falls hail ; and, as the 
harveft is then pretty far advanced, it does a great deal of 
mifchief. The rainbow is feldom feen in this country, 
becaufe there rife not there vapours fufficient to form it ; 
but in the nisht, there are feen rays of light {hooting 
through the nriuament, and followed, as it were, by a 
train of fmoke. The winds, however brifk, feldom fwell 
into ftorms or tcmpefts \ but, on the other hand, they 
are fometimes poifonous and infectious on the fliore of the 
Gulf, as all travellers agree. 

There is, perhaps, no country in the world which^ 
generally fpeaking, is more mountainous than Pcrfia \ but 
thefe mountains are far from being advantageous, fincQ 
many of them yield neither fprings nor metals, and but a 
few of them are fhaded with trees. It is true that many 
of them are fituated on the frontiers, and ferve'as a kind 
of natural baftions or ramparts to this vaft region ; and, it 
is very likely, contribute in other places to make the coun-» 
try whoiefome, by flieltering the vallies under them from 
exceflTive heat. On fome of thefe hills there is found a 
kind of mineral fait, which is fold very cheap ^ 
I^ivers, In refpeft to rivers, except the Ara!xis, there is not 

one navigable ftream in all this country (X). There are, 
indeed, in mo ft of its provinces, fome little rivers, whicl^ 
run fliort courfes, and would be more confidcrabje than 

f Tavern. Voy. torn. i. lib.iv. cap, i. p. 416. 

(X) As there is much con- The firft rifes from the moun* 

fufion among ancient authors, tains of Armenia, and difem- 

' when they mention this river, bogues itfelf into the Cafpian 

it may not be amifs.to obf^rve, $ea ; the other runs through 

that there are two rivers which P^rfis, waflies the walls of 

bear this name, one in Media, Schiras, and is how didinguifh* 

the other in Ferfia ; and thefe ed by the name of Bend- Emir 

two have been confounded* (2). 

(a) Vide AmbalTors of Holilein*s TravelSi in Harrises Collea. 

they 
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they are, if, through want of water, the inhabitants were 
not forced to divert their ilreams, by fmall channels, in 
order to improve their plantations. An eminent traveller 
informs us, that this expedient was pra£iifed anciently much 
more than of late years \ and that from hence, in a great 
xneafure, arifes the mighty difference between the produc- 
tions of ancient and modern Ferfia. He affirms, that a 
Perfian of great quality, who was perfeftly acquainted 
with this matter, informed him, that within the fpace of 
twenty-four years, no lefs than fourfcore channels had 
been choaked up, and loft, in the territory of Tauris •. 
As to feas, the northern provinces of the Perfian empire 
lie on the Cafpian ,Lake, or Sea.; of which an account 
has, been already given in the defcription of Media. 
On ^he fouth the Perfian fhore is waihed by the Indian 
ocean, and by the waters of the Perfian Gulf, or Gulf of. 
Balfora, flowing out of the Indian ocean near the ifle of 
Ormus, from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft, having Perlia 
on the eaft, and Arabia on the weft, it runs as high as 
the ancient Chald2ea, where it receives the Euphrates and 
the Tigris, united in one ftream ; and very few rivers of 
note befides. It may not be amifs to take notice here, 
that the Gulf is fometimes ftyled the Red Sea, as well as 
the Gulf of Aden. 

After this account of mountains and rivers, the reader Svih 
will eafily comprehend, that the foil cannot be generally 
rich and fruitful, but on the contrary fandy and barren. 
However, here and there the vallies are fruitful and plea* 
fant. The earth, in fome places, is fandy and ftony ; in 
others, heavy and hard \ but every where fo dry, that if 
it be not watered, it produces nothing, not even grafs. 
Rain is not wholly wanting ; it rains, however, very fel- 
dom, and not enough to keep even the beft lands in a 
condition of bearing corn or fruits without further help j 
and even in the winter, the beams of the fun are fo adiive, 
that the rain has not much efFeft : but wherever the foil is 
fufficiently moiftened, either by natural or artificial means, 
it bears wonderfully well. If itfhould be afked how this 
defcription fuits with what we find recorded in ancient 
authors, of the luxury and profufenefs of the ancient 
Perfians, fuch a queftion is capable of various anfwers : 
for, fir ft, Perfia is not now near fo much peopled as it 
was heretofore, and confequently there cannot be fo great 
a number of labourers, a circumftance which muft caufe 

•Tavern. Voy. ubi fupra* 

barren- 
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barrennefs in a country that produces nothing without 
cultivation. Again, it may be faid, that the alteration 
of government and religion has, in a great meafure, pro- 
duced this difference : the ancient kings of Perfia were 
mild and beneficent to their fubjefts, whereas the Ma^ 
hommedan princes have been always proud, overbearing, 
and cruel. According to the opinion of the Perfees or 
Gaurs, it was meritorious to render barren fields fertile ; 
whereas the modern Perfians, like other Mahommedansj 
are fatisfied with what good things they find, and will 
not give themfelves the trouble to labour for pofterity. 
They look upon life as a great road, wherein men ought 
to content themfelves with fuch things as fall in their way \ 
^ and, in confequence of fuch notions, there is no great 
wonder that fterility has enfued, and that modem travel-* 
lers do not fpeak in the fame language with Quintus Cur-r 
tius, Ammianus Marcellinus, and other ancient authors* 
It mud not, however, be imagined but that there is ftill, 
at this day, the fame variety in point of fruitfulnefs, 
among the provinces of this extenfive country, as here-* 
tofore. Baftria, Media, Iberia, Hyrcania, are now, in 
a great meafure, what they were, and furpafs moft of 
the other provinces in their productions. All along the 
coafts of the Perfian Gulf, the foil is ftill more fterile^ 
cattle lefs plenty, and every thing in a worfe conditioo. 
than any where elfe. 
Tr/«/. Among the trees that are moft common in Perfia, we 

may reckon the plantane, the willow, the fir, and cornif^ 
by the Arabs called feder, and conar by the Perfians j 
from whence probably came the Latin cornus, and thence 
our cornil. It is a received opinion here, that the plan- 
tane has a fingular virtue agalnft the plague and all other 
infeftious difeafes ; and they pofitively affert, that therfe 
has been no contagion at Spauhawn fince the planting 
vaft numbers of thefe trees in its ftreets and gardens. 
*rhe tree which bears gall-nuts, grows in feveral parts of 
* l^erfia, but particularly in Kourdiftan. Thofe that pro- 

duce gums, maftich, and incenfe, are found very com-» 
monly in Perfia ; that, however, wliich bears incenfe, 
is particularly found in Carmania the Defert, refembling, 
in form, a large pear-tree : turpentine-trees, and almond- 
trees, with the wild chefnut, are common. The tree 
which bears manna is alfo frequent ; butthere are feve-. 
ral forts of manna in Perfia; the beft is of a yellowifli 
colour, and of a large grain. It comes from Nichapour^ 
-which is apart of Badiria. There is another fort, called 

the 
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tlie manna of tamariik, becaufe it is gathered from that 
tree. All the different kinds of manna are ufed to the 
fame end in medicine, and are therefore gathered with 
like care, being efteemed a valuable commodity. The Hirhsmd 
herbs in Perfia, efpecially 'fuch as are aromatic, exceed drugt* 
thofe of other countries : roots, pulfe^ and fallading are 
here larger, fairer, and better-tafted, than elfewhere, and 
are eaten raw, without danger of their creating any cru- 
dities in the ftomach. Moft of our European roots and efcu« 
lent plants flourifh here in perfe£lion ; and they would be 
more cultivated than they are, if, as in Europe, men were 
reftrained from eating flefli, at certain periods. As to 
drugs, Perfia produces as many as any country in Afia ; for» 
befides manna, cai&a, fena, and the nux vomica, which is 
common in moft provinces, gum ammoniac, by the Per- 
iians called oufcioc, is found in abundance on the conBnes 
of Parthia, towards the fouth. Rhubarb grows commonly 
in CoraiTon, or the ancient Sogdiana ; but it is not fo 
good as that which is brought from the country of the 
Tartars, between^ the Cafpian Sea and China ; and for 
{his reafon they endeavour to confound both under the 
name of Rivend-Tchini, i. e. rhubarb of China. In C6ra£>> 
fan they eat it commonly as we do beet-root. The poppy 
of Perfia is efteemed the fineft in the world, not only in 
t'efpefl of its beauty, but becaufe its juice is much ftronger 
than the juice of the fame plant elfewhere. The Perfians 
call this juice afioun ; from whence our word opium : the 
beft is made in the territory of Lingan, fix miles from 
Spauhawn j though others prefer the afioun of Cazaron, 
which is towards the Perfian Gulf, as being lefs apt to en- 
gender crudities in the ftomach. Tobacco grows all over 
Perfia, efpetially about Hammadan, which is the an- 
cient Sufa, and in Kourdiftan near the Perfian Gulf, 
efteemed the fineft. Saffron is cultivated in many pro- 
vinces, efpecially about the Cafpian Sea, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of Hammadan, and is much efteemed. Ihe 
plant, by the Perfians called hiltet, and fuppofed to be 
the laferpitium, or filphium of Diofcorides, from whence 
drops the afiafoetida, is common every where, but abounds 
moft in Sogdiana. Mummy, of both forts, is a great Per- 
fian commodity ; the fir ft is taken from embalmed bodies, 
or fuch as are dried in the fands ; the other is a precious 
gum, which diftils out of a rock. There are two mines 
or fources of it in Perfia, one in Carmania the Defert, in 
(he country of Sar, which is the beft; the other is in 
Coraflfan : the rocks fropi whence it diftils belong to the 

king. 
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king, and all that iflues from thence is for his ufe. Thej^ 
arc inclofed with walls, the gates of which are fecured by 
the fbals of the five principal officers in the province* 
Once a ye;ar each mine is opened in their prefencc, and 
all the mummy that is theh found, or at leaft the greateft 
part of It, is fent to the king's treafury. It derives its naipe 
from the Perfian moum, which fignifies literally an uti"* 
guent. Cotton is very common all over Perfia ; there is 
alfo a tree which fomewhat refembles it, but is by far 
more rare, which produces a fort of filk, very fine and 
fofr, and is put to many ufes. Galbanum is likewife. 
common in this country, together with the vegetable aU 
kali, and many other drugs *. 
JV-aJ/i* In fpeaking of the fruits "of Perfia, melons certainly 

claim the firft place : of thefe they have above twenty 
different fpecies- After the melon, the raifin deferves oup 
notice, of which there are twelve or fourteen forts in thi^ 
country. The dates of Perfia, are, without compar ifon, 
the ricliefl in the world, their fyrup being fweeter, and 
more pleafant than virgin-honey. The beft grow in Cour^ 
diflan, Siflan, about Perfepolis, and the fhore of the Per- 
fian Gulf ; and particularly at Jaron, a town in the road 
between Schiras and Lar. All our European fruits grow 
in great perfe£lion here ; their apricots are excellent, and 
of feveral forts : nedlarines and peaches weigh fometimeis 
fixteen or eighteen ounces each j they break eafily, and 
what is very extraordinary,* the ftone opens at the fame 
time the peach is broken, and difcovers a kernel extremely 
white, and of a tafte the moft delicious that can be ima-* 
gined. The Perfian pomegranates grow of feveral colours^ 
in the highefl perfection, fome of them weighing a full 
pound* To fum up all, it may not be amifs to mentiop 
the particular places where the feveral kinds of fruit arc 
held moft excellent : apples and pears grow to the highefl; 
pcrfeftion in Iberia j dates in Carmania ; pomegranate^ 
about Schiras ; oranges in Hyrcania \ and all forts in Bac«- 
tria, which produces finer and fairer fruit than any other 
country in the world ; but it is particularly renowned for 
its onions, at once prodigioufly large, and fweet as apples. 
Piftachios, almonds, hazels, filberts, and figs, abound 
here likewife ; and Sir John Chardin tells us, that at an 
entertainment near Spauhawn, he faw fifty diflerent kinds 
of fruit provided for one defert\ ^ 

z Tavern. Voyag. torn. i. lib. iv. cap. a. p. 4tS. Chardm. torn, 
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The grain moft common in Perfia is wheat, which is Gr«t9* 
tronderfully fair and clean. As for barley, rice, and 
milleti they only maSce bread of them in fome places, as ' 
in Courdiftan, when their wheat-bread is exhauiled be- 
fore the return of the harveft. They do not cultivate in 
this country either oats or rye, except where the Arme- 
nians are fettled, who make great ufe of the latter in 
Lent, 

Perfia produces all the forts of flowers whi(;h are to be Fkw$ru 
found in Europe, but not equally common in all the pro- 
vinces of this empire ; for there are fewer forts of them, 
and fewer of each fort, in the fouthem provinces than in 
the reft, exceffive heat being more deftruflive to them 
than froft. Hyrcania, in this refpedl, excels the reft of 
Perfia as much as Perfia furpafTes other countries. There 
are whole fbrefts of oranges, the jefTamin fingle and 
double, and all the flowers chat blow in Europe, with 
many which we have not, are profufely fcattered by na- 
ture. The moft eaftem part of this country, which is 
called Mazanderan, is a perfeA parterre : from Septem- 
ber to the end of April, all the hills are covered with 
flowers as with a carpet, and the fruits are then in' their 
beft feafon, for the exceffive heat and the malignity of 
the air deilroy them in the fucceeding months- To- 
wards Media, and on the fouthem frontiers of Arabia, 
the fields are adorned with tulips, anemonics, ranuncu- 
la8 of the brighteft red, all growing fpontaneoufly : in 
other places, as in the neighbourhood of Spauhawn, jon- 
quils grow wild, and fubfift all the winter. . 

Metals of all forts are found in Perfia, efpecially of late Afrf«/i «r 
years ; and fince the reign of Abbas the Great, who was 
at immenfe pains to difcover them, and to make the 
beft ufe of mines wherever they were difcovered. Iron, 
copper, and lead are become very common ; but of gold 
and filver there are no mines open at prefent. As Perfia 
is a very mountainous country, and as' thofe mountains 
produce fulphur and faltpetre, if the inhabitants were ac- 
tive and inquifitive, there is no doubt to be made, but 
that thofe precious metals might be found in fome part or 
other of the Perfian dominions. There are two forts of 
fait in Perfia, that found on the earth, and rock-falt : 
nothing is more common than to meet in this country 
with plains, fometimcs ten leagues in length, covered en- 
tirely with fait ; . and others are covered in like manner 
with fulphur and alum. In Media, and at Spauhawn, 
the fait is dug out. of mines; and is as hard and firm as 

fire- 
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fire*ftone ; nay^ in Carmania the . Defert^ the people! dic^ 
tually ufe it as fuch in building their houfes. Marble^ 
free-flone, and flate> are found in great plenty aboift 
Hamadan : the marble is of four colours^ white or fta- 
tuary, black, red and black^^and white and black. The 
bed is found about Tauris \ it is almoft as tranfparent as 
cryftal \ its colour is white, mingled with a pale green ; 
but it is fo foft, that fome' have queilioned whether it be 
rcally*a ftone or not. In the neighbourhood of the fame 
city they find azure ; but it is not fo good as that of 
Tartary. In Hyrcania, and efpecially in Mazanderan^ 
the petroleum, or naphtha, is met with, of two forts, black 
and white j but the richeft mine in Perfia is the turquoife. 
There are two forts of this precious done,' one at Nicha- 
pour in Chorafibn ; and the other in Phirous-Cou, or 
Mount Phirous, between Hyrcania and Parthia^ four 
leagues diftant from the Cafpian Sea. This mountain 
derives its name from an ancient king of Perfia^ who fubdu- 
ed the country, andinwhofetimethe mine was difcovered ; 
nay, the very ftones carry his name alfo : for, though we 
call them turquoifes,^becaufe they coihe from the true 
and proper Turkey ; * yet, throughout the Eaft, they are 
called Phiroufe. 
BeaJIsytamt '^^^ horfes of Perfia are the moft beautiful of the Eaft, 
and wild, though they are not fo much efteemed as thofe of Arabia. 
They are higher than our faddle-horfes, and their limbs 
as well propqrtioned as can be imagined. Though there 
are great numbers of them, yet, confidering how much 
they are ufed, and the great demand for them by the fub- 
jefls of the Mogul on one fide, and of the Grand Signior 
on the other, they are held at a high price, a fine horfe 
being fometimes valued at a thoufand crowns. Next to 
horfes we may reckon mules, which are much efteemed * 
here, and are very fine ; and, after thefe, we may juftly 
place afles, of which they have in this country two forts, 
the firft bred in Perfia, heavy and doltifli, as afles in other 
countries are ; the other origlnajly of an Arabian breed, 
the moft docile and ufeful creature of its kind in the 
world. Thefe are ufed wholly for the faddle, and are 
very frequently adorned with fine accoutrements, becaufe 
of, their eafy manner of goingi ^^^ ^heir being very fure- 
footed. Camels are numerous in Perfia, and fo much in^ 
efteem, that they are called kechty-krouch-konion, i. e- 
thejhips of the landy becaufe the inland trade is carried on 
by the help of thofe animals, as the foreign traffic depends 
upon (hipping. As beef is little eat in rerfia, their oxen 

are 
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»re generally employed in ploughing, and other forts of 
labour. Hogs are no where bred in this kingdom, if we 
except a province or two on the borders of the Cafpian 
Sea : but flieep and deer are very common. As to beafts 
of chace, they are not in fuch numbers here as in moft of 
the couhtries of Europe, becaufe Perfia is» gienerally fpeak- 
ing, devoid of woods ; but in Hyrcania, which abounds 
tirith them, , deer of all forts, and gazels, are found in 
great abundance. The gazel is a creature 'common 
throughout the Eaft \ and fo many of them have been 
brought into Europe, that they need not any defcription. 
As to wild beafts, there are not a great number of them 
in this country, for the fame reafon that has been afGgned^ 
with refpedl to beafts of chace, except in Hyrcania, 
where, in the woods, there arc many lions, bears, tygers, 
leopards, &c. So that the ancients fpoke very truly of 
Hyrcania, when they called it the Country of Wild Beafts. 
One thing, however, is to be remarked, that neither here, 
nor throughout all Peifia, are there any wolves ; but the 
chakal, or jackal, is common every where, and has this 
peculiar quality, that it tears up dead bodies, if the graves 
are not carefully watched. As to infefts, the drynefs of 
the air prevents our having much to fay about them ^ s 
there are, however, in fome provinces, prodigious num- 
bers of locufts, or grafhoppers, which come in fuch clouds 
as to obfcure the air. In certain parts of the Perfian do« 
minions they have large black fcorpions, fo venomous, 
that fuch as are ftung by them die in a few hours : in 
others they have lizards frightfully Ugly, which are an ell 
long, and as thick as a large toad, their fkins being as hard 
^nA tough as that of the feal : they are faid to attack and 
kill men fometimes \ but that afTertion may be doubted* 
^ Among the reptiles of this country, ^here is a long worm^ 
called by the inhabitants hazar<-pey, i. e. thoufand fe€t\ 
by the Spaniards, centopes: its whole body is ftuck with 
fmall feet, with which it runs prodigioufly faft ; it is 
longer and fmaller than a caterpillar ; and its bite is dan- 
gerous and even mortal if it geta into the ear ^. • 

There are in Perfia all the feveral forts of poultry which B/r^« 
we have in. Europe, but not in fuch quantities, becaufe 
they are chiefly bred and taken care of by the Armenians, 
who have frequently capons fatted to fuch a degree, that 
tliey are killed for nothing but their greafe. There are^ 

% Chardin, torn. iii. p. 39. TayerOt toiOi 2« lib. v« cap. 3. p; 4»3. 
Carreri, torn. ii. p. fti5t 
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however, a vaft number of pigeons, wild andtame. Tlic 
partridges of this country are the largeft and fineft in the 
world, being generally of the fize of our pullets. As to 
water-fowl, they have geefe, ducks, cranes, herons, and 
many other forts : but they are in greater plenty in the 
northern, than the fouthern produces. The finging* 
birds here are of the fame kinds as we have in Europe ; 
the nightingale is heard there all the year, but chiefly iii 
the ifpring; martlets, which learn whatever words arc 
taught them ; and another bird of the fame fize, called by 
them noura, which chatters continually, and repeats very 
pleafantly whatever it hears. As to birds of a large fize^ 
the moA confiderable is the pelican, by the Perfians called 
tacab, i. e. water-carrter^ and alfomifc, L e. Jheep^ becaufe 
it is as large as one of thofe animals. There are in Perfia 
various birds of prey ; and in the mountains, about fifteen or 
twenty leagues from Schiras, there are fome of the largeft 
and fineft hawks in the world : the people take great pains 
in teaching them to fly at game ; and the king has eene* 
rally eight hundred of thefe birds, each of which has a 
perion to attend it. The Pcrfian lords are likewife great 
lovers of falconry, and even the common people pra£lifed 
it much ; for neither this, nor (hooting, nor hunting with 
dogs, is forbid to the meaneft man in Perfia ^. 

This country aflFords not great quantities of frefli-water 
fi(h, becaufe there are no great rivers in Perfia \ however, 
there are of thefe three kinds, thofe of the lakes, of the 
rivers, and of the kerifes, or fubterraneous pafiages. 
Thofe in the lakes are carps and (hads ; the river-fifli is 
chiefly barbel, which is alio the fort of fifh commonly, 
met with in the fubterraneous channels ; they are very 
large, but by no means good, and their roes are particu-^ 
larly dangerous. Th^re are in the river at Spauhawn a 
great number of crabs, which crawl up the trees, and are 
found under the leaves, from whence they are taken, 
and are efteemed a very delicious food. As to fea-fiih, no 
country is better ferved ; the Cafpian Sea contains very 
jine fifh on one fide, and the Perfian Gulf, on the other, 
h believed to have more fiQi in it than any other fea in the 
world. There is taken, on the coafts of this gulf, a fort 
of fifh, for which they have no particular name ; its flelh 
is of a red colour, very delicious ; and fome of them weigh 
two or three hundred pounds: its flefh will take fait, lik^ 

^ Cbardin, torn. iii. p. 3S. Tavern, torn. t. lib. iv. cap. )• p. 115, 
Carreri, toiPti]«p. 214. 
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V>eef ; tut it cannot be kept long> becaul^e the fait in thU 
country is very corrofive ^. 

As we have now examined the produ£lions of the air>' 
earth, and waters of Perfia, wc are next to fpeak of the 
natural rarities which are to be found in this large empire* 
Of thefe^ the firft we are to take notice of, is a certain 
poifonous (h^ubj or plant, by the Arabians calied chark, 
by the Perfians, gulbad*famour, i. e. the wmd'-poifoning 
jkwer \ it flowers like the thiftle, and has pods filled with 
a thick white liquor, of the confidence of cream, (harp 
and four to the tafte : it is affirmed, that wherever the 
wind blows over a number <A thefe plants, it thence con- 
trafts a poifonous quality, which proves mortal to the 
next that refpires it *. There is likewife another fhrub in 
the fame country, viz. Carmania the Defert, Angularly 
noxious ; it is called kerzehre, i. e. offe$ poijon^ becaufe 
thofe creatures are apt to eat of its fruit, which, generally 
proves mortal. The very water that waflies its roots is 
likewife held to be poifonous. The trunk of this flirub is 
as large as a man's leg, and it fometimes grows to the 
height of fix feet ; its bark is remarkably rough, and of a 
bright green colour ; its leaves are perfeftly round, with 
a rifing point in the middle ; it bears a fort of flower ex* 
a£^]y rcfembling the rbfe, of a kind of fleib colour : 
whence it is apprehended that the Greeks called it rho- 
dodendron. The Arabians, as well as the Perfians, call 
it the gall or poifon of an afs. Some are of opinion, that 
it is the nerium of Qur herbalifts, and the fame plant that 
is called in French rofage *. The goats, both wild and 
tame, which feed on the fhore of the Perfian Gulf, aflFord 
the bezoar fo much efteemed in medicine ; but the beft 
kind is taken out of thofe creatures in the province of Co-> 
rafiTon, or Baftria, and it is thought to excel by far the 
bezoar of Golconda, and the reft of the Indies. The ab- 
melec, or eater of locufts, or grafshoppers, is a bird which 
better defer ves to be defcribed, perhaps, than moft others^ 
of which travellers have given us an account, becaufe the 
fa£ls relating to it are not only ftrange in themfelves, but 
fo well and fo diftinftly attefted, that however furp rifing 
they niay feem, we cannot but afford them our belief 
The food of this creature is the locuft or grafshopper : it is 

r Chardin. torn. iii. p. 44. Tavern, tom.ii. lib. iv. cap. it. p. 
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of the fizc of an ordinary hen, its feathers blacl:> its wing* 
large, and its flefh of a grcyifh colour : they fly generally 
in great flocks ; but the thing which renders thefe birds 
wonderful is, that they are fo fond of the water of a cer- 
tain fountain in Coratibn, or Ba£lria, that wherever that 
water is carried, they' follow j on which account it is 
carefully prefenred ; fof, wherever the locufts fall, the 
Armenian priefts, who are provided with this water, 
bring a quantity of it and place it in jars, or' pour it into 
little channels in the fields : the next day whole troops of 
thefe birds arrive, and quickly deliver the peopfc from the 
locufts. The river Mahmoudker, i. e. Mahmoud the 
Deafy is a furprifing natural rarity* At foiae diftanccr 
from Spauhawn there is a range of rocks, plane and equal 
for a confiderable fpace, except that here they have open- 
ings, like the embrafures in baftions, through which the 
^ winds pafs with furprifing velocity \ through thefe rocka 

falls the river we mentioned, into a noHe bafon, partly 
tvrought by the water itfelf, and partly formed by art- 
As one afcends the mountain, certain natural chinks (hew 
the water at the bottom of it, like a fleeping lake, covered 
with rocks and mountains : it is thought to be of unfa« 
fliomable depth j and when ftones are thrown into it, they 
caufe a moft amazing noife, which almoft deafens the 
hearers \ whence this river is fuppofed to derive its name. 
After its defcent from the bafon before mentioned, it rolls 
along the plain, till at laft it falls into the river Zenderoud. 
Some are of opinion, that this river does not derive its 
^ater from fprings, but from the fnow on the tops of the 
mountains, which, melting gradlially, diftils through the 
chinks of the K>cks, into the vaft lake before mentioned ? 
and this fuppofitioif, they think, is in fome meafurc 
proved from the acrimonious tafte of the waters, which i«. 
however loft, after it joins the Zenderoud \ Under a 
certain mcfumain called Tagteruftan, from the ruins 
of a birilding • on its fummit, fuppofed to have been 
criefled by the great Ruftan, there runs a grotto, which 
deferves a place among the natural rarities of Perfia. 
From the top of this grotto there diftils through the 
whole mountain, in two or three places, frcfli water, 
which, falling into proper receptacfes^, forms two or three 
diftinft ftreams, that ifl*ue from thence to water the 
plain. Let us now pafs to the artificial rarities of the 
country, 

^ Charditt^ torn. it. p. «« 
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^*fb DCgin then with the ancient Pcrfepolis, the rtiins of A defcri^ 
Jftrhich ftill teftify the truth of what fome ancient writers ^*5^^"'* 
Jiave affirmed, that in the times of its profpcrity, it was fi^^^* 
ipne of the mod aiiguft cities in the world (plate t . aiid 2.) 
When we conlpare the defcriptibns of travellers with each 
k)ther ; ^hen we cOnfider What is recorded of other cities, 
Und what is ftill to be feen of thofe that were mqft famed.; 
Vc (hall be induced to confefsi that the Perfian empire, 
in all its grandeur, could boaft of nothing more glorious, 
nor have left any thing more aftOnifliing to pofterity, than 
Ibe venerable ruins of this city. 

The plain in which this famous city /ftood, is one of ^hthlati^ 
the fineft in Perfia; and indeed in ail the Eaft. Its length J^ M^/*' 
extends to eighteen or nineteen leagues ; its breadth is in *** 
ibme places two, in others four, and In fome fix. It is 
watered by the great river Araxes, or Bendemir» and by 
multitude of rivulets befides. Within the compafs of 
this plain, there are between a thOufand and fifteen bun*- 
dred tillages, without reckoning thofe in the mountains, 
tiU adorned with pleafant gardens, and planted with 
Ihady trees* The entrance of this plain, on the weft fide, 
lias received as much grandeur from nature, as the city it 
covers could do from induftry or art. It confifts of a 
range of mountains, fteep and high, four> leagues in 
length, and about two miles broad, forming two flat 
banks, with a rifing terrace in the middle, the fummit of 
Iwbich is perfeftly plain and even, all of native rock. In 
this there are fucn openings, and the terraces are fo fine, 
and fo even, that one would be tempted to think the 
whole was the work of art, if the great extent, aud prodi^ 
gious elevation did not convince one, that it is a perform<- 
ance too ftupendous for human art and induftry to accom* 
plifh- One cannot from hence defcry the ruins of the city, 
becaufe the banks ase too high to be overlooked ; but we 
can perceive, on every fide, the ruins of walls and of 
edifices, which heretofore adorned the range of moun* 
tainS) x)f which we are fpeaking. On the weft, and on 
the nprth, this city is defended in the like manner; fo 
that, confidering the height and evenpefs of thefe banks, 
one may fafely jay, that there is not in the world, a place 
fo fortified by nature ^. The ancient palace of the king$ 
of Perfia, called by the inhabitants ChiUminar^ i* e. fortf 
columns^ is fituated at the foot of the mountain. The waits 
^f this ftately building are ftill ftanding on three fides > 

«. Chardin^ tom. ii. p. 1 41* Le Brun, tora. ii. p. x^\, 
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and- It has the mountain on the eaft. The front is in ei-? 
tent fix hundred paces from north to fouth, and three 
hundred and ninety from eaft to weft, quite to the rpck^ 
without any ftair-cafe on that fide, till one comes to the 
mountain, where, by the help of certain ragged ftones, 
it IS eafy to reach the loweft part of the wall, which is 
liot abote eighteen feet feveft inches in height, and in 
fome places not fo high. This curtain is four hundred 
and ten paces in length on the north, and one-and-twentjr 
feet high in fome places \ bat in moft places thirty, quite 
to the mountain, where is ftiU a corner of the wall, and 
tn the midd-le an entrance, by which one ifiay climb to 
the top, by broken pieces of the rock*' BefoFC the weft 
fide are feveral rocks, which rife towards the nortb,^ till 
they are on a level with the wall, appearing like a kind of 
platform, extending eighty paces, before it. There feem$ 
to have been a ftair-cafe formerly on this fide, and fome 
buildings without this curtain, the rock being very fmooth 
in many places. On the top of the ediiSce, there is a 
platform of four hundred paces, which extends, in the 
middle of the front wall, quite to^ the mountain. Along 
this wall, and all the three fides, runs a pavement of two 
ftones joined together, which fill up a fpace eight feet 
broad j fome of thefe ftones are eight, nine, and ten feet 
jotig, and fix in breadth ; but the reft are fmaller. The' 
principal ftair-cafe is not placed in the middle ; but much 
iiearer the north-end than the fouth, being fix hundred 
paces diftant from this, and only an hundred and fixty* 
five from that. The ftair-cafe is compofed of two flights 
of ftairs, forty-two feet afunder at bottom. Its depth is 
twenty-five feet feven inches to the wall, from whence 
proceed the fteps, which are as long as the ftair-cafe is 
deep, within two inches. Each of thefe fteps is four 
inches high, and fourteen in breadth j fo that nothing cait 
be more commodious: there are fifty-five on the north 
fide, and fifty-three on the fouth ; but the latter are not 
fo whole as the former. Afcending thus high, wc arrive 
at a landing-place, fifty-one feet four inches broad, " pro- 
portioned exaftly to the breadth of the ftair-cafe j the 
ftones of this landing-place are of an extraprdinary fize. 
The two flights of the ftair-cafe are feparated by the wall 
of the front; but in fuch a manner, that they decline 
from each other from the bottom up to the middle, and 
incline towards each other from the middle to the top ; 
which has a wonderful efFe£t on. the eye, and fuits per- 
' feebly 
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^e^ly weH with that magnificence which reign$ through- 
put every other part of the building. 

The upper-part of thi$ fta;r-cafe confifts of forty-eight 
fleps on one fide, and pn the other; fpme of which are 
damaged, not with /landing they are cut in the rock. At 
the top of thefe there is another landing-place, between 
the j^ights of flairs, feventy-five fe^t bjoad, paved with 
great ftones, fpme thirt-een pr foucteeu feejt long, and 
feven or eight broad * (Y). 

To fpeak now of what is to be fecn^ wjien one Is among 7*^' ''«w 
thefe ruins : the ftrft thing that falutes the eye in a flrai^ of Perfi^ 
line, forty-two fpetdiftantfro^ the front before jdefcrihed, 
are two grqat porticos, and two columns (p3a,te 3.) 
The pavement of the firft is much damaged by time ; an4 
the fec:ond i^ funk five feet lower thai? tjie farmer. Thefe 
porticos are twenty-two feet four inqhes in depth, and 
thirteen feet four inches in breadth. One fees in the 
front of each pilafter, a large figure -cut in bafs-relief, 
twenty-two feet In length (mm its fore to its hind-feet, 
tand fourteen feet and a half high. The heads of thefe 
animals are entirely deftroyed ; their bread and feet pro- 
je£k frpm the pilafter; and their bodies are very much 
damaged, Thofe of the firft portico front towards the 
llair-cafe, and thofe of the fecond, which have wings on 
their bodies^ t03(va.r4 Jth,e njountaius. One fees, above the- 

1 Le Brun, ut^ fupra, Chardin, ubi fupra. ♦ 

(T) In the defcription in the obfervations of preceding 

-our text^ we have adhered travellers, but Chardin's cu- 

pretty clofely to M. Le Brun ; rious plans, to diredt, and 

2«id that for many reafons: and, probably, to corre^ 

firfl, bepayfe }^\% profeflion, him, in his notions on this 

whict was that of a paiater, bead. Fourthly, there is fiich 

riendered him more capable .pt agreement, \\\ material points 

defcribing minutely, and qJ at leaft, between his accounts 

defigning exactly, all.thp won- and thofe of Chardin, notwith- 

ders of Perfepolis., than any {landing his aftedting, on all 

former traveller, whom either occafions, to quarrel with that 

bufinefs or curiofity had led gentleman's feiitiraents, that 

twat way. Secondly, this gen- we did not think it at all ncr 

tlenaan, when he vifited thefe ceflary to trouble the reader 

ruins, determined to confider with any particulars of a drf- 

more attentively, and to ex- pute of no great importance 

amine more nicely, thofe relics m itfelf, and ^yhich, though 

of Perfian architecture, than profecuted with warmth, feems 

any other authcn- had done, to have been fuggelkd by 

Thirdly, he had not only vanity. 

E 3 pilafters' 
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.pitaftcrs certain charafters ; but, they are too finally tncl 
too high, to be legible (plate 4.) The firft portico \k 
ftill thirty-nine feet high, and the fecond twenty-eight. 
The bafes of the pilafters are five feet two inches high. 
The figures are not carved out of one ftone, but out of 
three, joined together for that purpofe. In their prefent 
condition, it is not eafy to decide, what they were in-i 
tended for, though many authors have given the WQrld 
their conjeftures. 

The two columns, which ftand between the tvro por^ 
ticos, are more entire thai! any other part of the ruins^ 
They are of white marble, fluted, and wonderfully beau"' 
tiful, that is, as to their chapiters,, and other ornaments; 
for, as to their bafes, they are covered with earth. They 
are twenty-fix feet from the firft portico, and fifty-fiic 
from the fecond, fourteen feet in circumference, and fif- 
tvi-four high. There were certainly two others betwecnl 
tnefe and the laft portico, of which are ftill fome remains^ 
great pieces of marble lying about, half buried in the earth* 
rifty-two feet from the laft mentioned portico fouthward, 
there is a large ciftern cut out of a whole ftone, twenty 
feet long, feventeen feet five inches broad, and three fee^ 
^bove the earth. From thence to the wall, there is ai 
fpace of about a hundred and fifty paces, in which arc 
iouqd nothing but broken pieces of ftone, and the remains 
of a column I which appears to have been unfluted» and 
therein differs from all the reft. It i^ about two feet \xk 
compafs, and twelve and a half long, (plate 5.) From it 
to the mountain, there is nothing to be met with, bui 
heaps of broken ftones^ 

Turning from thefe porticos to the fouth, one fees, at 
the diftance of one hundred and twenty-two feet, anothec 
ftair-cafe^j confifting of two flights of fteps, in the fame 
manner as the former, one fronting towards the eaft, the 
other towards the weft. The wall is ftill about fix feet 
i^vtn inches high ; but in the middle it is almoft entirely 
ruined. The extent of the eaft flight of ftairs is eighty-? 
three feet \ and it is evident cnbugb, from the lower-^ 
moft of them, that they were adorned with figures in bas* 
relief. On the top of the ftairrcafe is ftill fome foilags 
vifible, with figures^ in -bas-relief, of a lion tearing a bully 
larger than the life, {plate 6.) The ftair-cafe is hdlf bu-^ 
ried in earth ; and one fees certain finall figures on the 
wall on both fides. The weft flight confifts of twenty- 
eight fteps ; the other, having fuflTered more by the ac- 
ceffion of the earth, has now but eighteen^ each feventeen 

fcefc 
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lieet loflg^ three inches high, and fouiteen inches and a 
half broad. Many of thefe, towards the top, are broken, 
and two or three entirely deftroyed, though cut out of the 
xock. At the end of the landing-place from this ftair* 
cafe there is another front, whereon are three rows of 
(mail figures, one above another. Of the firft row there 
is nothing now to be feen but the parts below the girdle, 
the reft l?eing 4eftroyed by time. The fecond row, which 
Is the beft preferved, has, notwithftanding, received great 
Injuries : ,and as to the thirdi there is nothing now above 
ground h^t their heads. Tbefe figures are two feet nine 
inches high « 3nd the wall, of which jth^re are ftill five 
feet thr^ inches above ground, i§ ninety-eight feet in ex- 
jtent, from the firft ftep to iits left corner, where there ia 
another ftai^-cafe, the fteps of which are tx^QXj of the 
fame fize with Chofe before defcribed. From what re« 
plains of the inner wall, it appears, that it was alfo co« 
yered with fmall figures^. At the end of the ftair-cafe 
there is ^mother wall, which extends ninety feet beyond 
jthe landing-place. Tjbe comer turns a little to the fomh^ 
9nd goes no farther, becaufe the earth is there at the fame 
iieighl; Returning to the weft flight of fteps of the ftair- 
cafe before mentioned, we meet with a wall forty-five feet 
in length beyond the bottom of the ftair-cafe, with an in« 
jtcrval of fixty-feven feet to the weft fronf. This fide, like 
the former, is adorned with three rows of figures, and a 
lion tearing a bull, or an afs, with a horn in its forehead. 
Between thefe animals and the figures there is a iquare 
fpace, i^lled with charadiers, of which the faigheft are 
quite effaced. The figures on this fide are fairer than on 
the other, the ground being lefs elevated : there arc 
twenty-five fteps here. As for the figures on the ftair- 
cafe, we refer the reader to the plates 7. and 8. The 
wall beyond the ftair-cafe is unadorned with figures* 
At the ftep of the ftair-cafe, between the two flights of 
flairs, there is an open place, paved with very large 
ilones, between the ftair-cafe and the firft colomns, which 
are twenty-two feet and two inches diftant. They ftand 
in two rows, each confifting of ^ix. columns, of which 
ihere is only one remaining entire ; eight bafes and fome 
broken pieces of the reft. There are fix rows of columns, 
fcventy feet eight inches diftant from thefe, each row 
confifting of fix columns. Thefe thirty- fix columns are 
twenty-two feet two inches from each other, as the former 
are. There are ftill feven of thefe entire, with the bafes 
of all the reftj bat much broken and defaced. Of thofe 

E4 which 
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which are left, there is one of the firll row, one of the 
fccond, two of the third, and one of each of the reft* 
One finds between thefe columns, and thofe before mcn-^ 
tioned, feveral large ftones, heretofore part of fome fub* 
terraneous4>uilding. Seventy feet eight inches weft fronx 
thefe colurtins, towards the front of the ftair-cafe, there 
were, twelve columns more, difpofed in two rows, of 
which there are only fiye remaining. The bafes of feven 
more are vifible, and the ground is covered with the ruins 
of thofe which are decayed. One can difcover, however, 
among the fragments of thofe ornaments^ which lie half 
Interred, that each of thefe columns was furmounted by 
the figure of a camel kneeling, (plate i. p. 51.) To the 
fouth of thefe columns ftands the edifice moft elevated of 
any in thefe ruins ; but it is neceffary for us to obferve, 
that, on the eaft^ there are ftill difcernible two rows of 
column^ confifting of fix each, of which the bafes of four 
or five remain ftill above the earth; and, in all appear-* 
ance, thefe were oppofed to other rows of columns, 
which were in the front. Advancing ftill toy^ards thci 
mountain, one finds the ruins of many buildings, confift** 
sng of windows, fome of them filled with charafters 
(plate 9 ), paifages, portals, &c. (plates io» 11. 12. 13). 
•The porticos are adorned with figures 5 and thefe ruin$ 
take up a great ^ace. But to return to the edifice : it 
extends a hundred and eighteen feet from the columns \ 
and the wall of its front is yet five feet feven inches high, 
compofed of one row of ftones, fome of which are eight 
feet broad, extending from eaft to weft a hundred and 
thirteen feet. There are before the edifice certain ftonc 
foundations ftill vifible $ but what end they anfwered 
cannot be guefTed, fince there is no ftair-cafe on this fide* 
This wall is adorned with no fort of ornament, as the reft 
ape. There are, however, two ftair-cafes, one on the 
north, the other on the fouth fide, but almoft entirely 
ruined. On the landing--placc we ftill difcover the re- 
mains of porticos, which an earthquake threw down. All 
the reft of the building, which confifts of great and little 
porticos, is entirely ruined ; the ground, covered with th^ 
frap^mcnts, is about a hundred and forty-feven feet in 
length, and nearly fquare. On the north there are two 
|X>rtico8, and three niches or windows walled up j and on 
the fouth, a portico and four windows open. There are 
tf^o oiher porticos, which are not covered, oft the weft, 
with two openings; and d third to the eaft, with three 
mdics of windows walled up. Six of thefe openings are 

without 
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vritliout cornices ; and there remains but half a One to the 
eaft. One fees, under the two porticos, on the north, on ~ 
each fide, the figure of a man and two women, from the 
knees upwards, their legs being covered with earth ; under 
one of.thefe, on the weft, there is the figure of a man 
fighting a bull, which has a horn in its forehead ; the man 
holds this with his left hand, and ftrikes a poinard into the 
belly of the beaft with his right : on the other fide the 
figures are the fame^ excepting only, that the man holds 
the horn with his right hand, and ftabs the beaft with 
his left. In the fecond portico there is the figure of a 
^an holding and ftabbing a beaft, refembling either a 
deer or a lion, by fuch a horn in its forehead, and with 
wings upon its back, (plate 14). Under the portico to 
the north, the fame figures are vifible ) only the man com- 
bats here a true lion, which he holds by the mane with 
hJs right hand, and ftabs with his left, (plate 15). Thefe 
figures have half their legs buried under the earth. On 
both fides of the portico, towards the fouth, there is the 
figure of a man, with an ornament in his hand refembling 
a crown, attended by two perfons, one of whoin holds an 
umbrella over his head, and the other has fome enfign of 
authority in his hand (plate 16). Above thefe figures 
are three niched full of charafters. On the pilafters of 
the firft portico, which are out of their places, and lie 
near the flight of fteps feft mentioned, there are two men, 
each armed with a lance, which the ojie holds with both 
hands, the other only in his right (plate 17). One 
alone of thefe is entire. There are other pieces of pi- 
lafters fcattered up and down with various figures (plates 
18. 19. 20.), fome of them very remarkable for the num* 
ber of figures they contain, exhibiting, as fome fup- 
pofe, a royal audience, where the king appears fitting on 
his throne, with a foot-ftool, a perfon with a kind of um- 
brella over his head, a petitioner before him, and his 
guards with fhields, lances, &c. attending him (plates 
21. 22. 23). Behind this edifice appears another of 
much the fame kind, except that it is thirty-eight feet 
longer, with a nich or window blocked up, and an- 
other open, with two ftones ftanding up, one on the right 
hand, the other on the left. Of thefe, that towards the 
caft is broken ; the other, towards the weft, is ftill twenty- 
eight feet high. There are, on the top of this ftone^ 
three niches or tablets, full of charaders, and a fourth 
below, which feems to have been cut after the reft. The 
like infcriptions are feen in the niches or windows before 

mentionedft 
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mentioned, each tablet confiding of one (tone only. 1^ 
the fouth there are two flights of flairs, the one to the eaft, 
the other to the wefl \ but of thefc only five ftcps are re- 
maining ; and on the wings, as well a$ on the wait' 
which feparates them, there are flill vifible fome fmall fi- 
cures and foliages, though half buried in the ground. A 
hundred feet from thence, to the fouth, the laft ruins are 
found of thefe edifices, confifting chiefly of porticos and 
enclofed fpaces of ground \ and petween ^hefe two heaps 
of ruins is anQther flair-caf^, of which only feven ftep$ 
are remaining, which ferve, however, tp (hew, that an? 
ciently they were axlorned with figures and foliage. Ox^ 
the eaft fide of this flair-cafe there are certain fubterra- 
neous paflage$» in which the inhabitants imagine great 
treafures are hid. M. Le Brun entered them, as fevera]^ 
travellers had done beforci but was quickly obliged to re^ 
turn without making any difcoveries, the pafiages being 
fo narrow, and fo dark and moifl, that it was imppffible 
to proceed. However, even thefe experiments are fufH^ 
cient to fhew, that the conje^ures of the inhabitants are 
very indifferently founded, (ince, from the Itrudure of ' 
thefe vaults, we are left to judge, ^hjcy were rather in* 
tended for carrying ofFw^it^er, or Jlome fuch purpofS^, thai) 
to be made repoGtories of the royal treafures "*. 

The proceffions delineated on the walls, the vafes in 
the hands of many of the figures, the feveral tablets of 
unknown charaflers, and the many hieroglyphical repre^ 
fentations which are ftill feen in thefe rums, have lea 
fome. great men into an opinion, tb^t this ancient flruc- 
ture wa^ a temple, dedicated to the deities worfhipped in 
Perfia, Others, with much greater reafon, have delivered 
it as their fentiment, that thefe ruins are the fad remains 
ipf the ancient palace of Perfepolis> which they think 
firpngly confirmed by the defcriptions, left us by ancient 
authors, of that noble pile of building. Thofe who ad^ 
liere to this notion fay, that the figures in proceffion re«* 
{>refent a birth-day feaft of one of the Perfian emperors^ 
when his courtiers were wont to bring him prefents. As 
to the infcriptions, they are, generally fpeaking, illegible 
even by the Perfees or ancient Perfians themfelves; fo 
that hardly any argument can be deduced from them. 
The hieroglyphics might as well ferve for ornaments to a 
palace as to a temple \ and, it may be, were fome of the 
Ipoiis of Egypt, brought thence by Cambyfes's army. 

^B Le Brun, vol. ii» p. i6St 

However 
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However this be, certain it is, that th^ habits of thofe fi« 
res agree perfectly well with the defcriptions of the old 
edian and Ferfian robes, as they are recorded in Greek 
vrriters. On the whole, therefore, it may be prefumed, 
that this edifice was a£lually CFcAed by tne kings of the 
firft race, iince nothji^g fe^n there carries the afpe£l of 
later times; but whether Cyrus was the founder, or 
whether this palace was beguii by Darius, and finiflied 
by Xerxes, is a point not eafify, if at all, to be determined^ 
From a view of the figures vifible on the wallS) pillars^ 
&c. it feems probable to us, that they were enigmatical 
reprefentations, for the moil p^rt, of the courfe of the 
heavenly bodies, and pf the effe£bs produced by them, 
The traditions of the natives, in refpe£t to thefe antiqui^ 
♦ies, are generally j'eprefented by travellers as confufed, 
extravagant, and not to be depended on. This cha-* 
ra^er may, however, in fome meafure, arife from their 
^^ant of acquaintance with oriental hiftory, which is not 
always fo fabulous and incoherent as it is. reprefented to 
be* There is, and there ever will be, a wide difference 
between the narrative ftylc of thofe eaftern nations, and 
that in ufe among us Europeans (Y). 

At two leagues diftance from thefe ruins, there is 9 
iiamous mountaini feated between two of the fined plains 
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(Y) DiodoruA Siculus relates 
at length in what manner Per- 
lepolis was plundered by the 
foldiers of Alexander ; and how 
tl>at prince, at the inftigation 
of the courtefan Thais, let fire 
to the palace. Plutarch like« 
wife mentions the fack of Per- 
iepolis ; and Arrian fays ex- 
prefsly that it was burned by 
order of Alexander, notwith- 
&inding the entreaties of Par* 
jnenio, who interceded in its 
behalf. Strabo fays, Alexan* 
der deflroyed the temple, of 
Perfepolis, in revenge for the 
cruelty of the Perfians, who 
had rormerly plundered and 
Jeftroyed the temples of Greece. 



Curtius affirms, the city was 
utterly deftroyed ; but, accord- 
ing to Arrian, and the book of 
Maccabees, it continued to 
flourifh after this deflru^tion of 
the palace, and even repulfed 
king Antiochus, who attempted 
to reduce it. This lad author 
calls it Elymais, probably de- 
rived from Elam, the ancient 
name of Perfia, confeouently 
fynonymous with Perfepolis, 
which was the Greek appella- 
tion. It was likewife called 
Pharfabad, or Pharas-Abad, 
which implies the fame mean- 
ing, for in procefs of time the 
country changed its name from 
Elam to Phara8(i)* 



(i) Vide Diod. Skul. Hiftor. lib. xvii. cap. 7. Plutarch in Vlt. 
A1ex« Arrian. Expedit. Alex. lib. iii. cap. 18. Strab. Geog. lib. 
KV. p« 730. Curt. lib. V. cap. ;• 1 Maccab. vi. 
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in the world, and which, by the inhabitants, is called hj 
feveral names; fometimes they ftile it Kabredon-Gauron^ 
i. e. the Sepukbres of the Gaun\ fometimes Nachs-Rutlan, 
ihe Pidfuref of Ruftan\ and fometimcs Takt-Ruftan, 
J. e. the Throm of Rufian. This Ruftan, is the Hercules 
of the £aft, or rather the Amadis ; for tb^ {lories toI4 
of hiin are alike fabulous and romantic. Our bufmef^, 
however, is not with them, bi4 with the mountain^ 
which ifi an entire rock, harder* and capable of a bet'tejr 
polifh than marble^ It is levelled by art ; itfi fifles are 
perfectly perpendicular} fQ that it looks like a large wall \ 
land upon it jthere are figures reprefent^^d in has relief, 
with gr^at (kill and beauty. The firft pf tbefe, which 
is aboijt the height of a pike from the ground> repre- 
fents a (soni/bat between two knights, mounted on hprfa^ 
b^k, each of them having an iron mace in his left hand \ 
he on th^ right has a bonnet on his head, and holds out 
\n his right hand a large ring of iron, of which the other 
Imight feems to t^ke hold with his right hand. All 
thcte figures, as wjsU of hojrC^^ aa of men, are gigantic \ 
tnA as to the meaning of the piece, if we trujR: tradition, 
and the Perfian poets, it is thus to be undcrftpod : they 
^y, that one of tbefe cavalier^ w^s R^ftan) or Ruftem, 
the fon of Sal the White,, the fon of Sam, the fon of No- 
ramon king of the Indies; the fecond Ruftan, orRuftem 
I the fori of TahmOur king of Perfia. Thefe two princes 
are faid to have been engaged in long and bloody wars^ 
and at laft to have agreed to determine their quarrels by a 
combat : the manner in which this was to be performed 
was thus; one extended a ring of iron in bis right hand, 
yrhich the other laid hold of, it being preyioufly agreed, 
that whoever could wrench from the othef this iron ring, 
fhould be efteemcd the conqueror, and Ihould be obeyecj 
for the future by him who loft it. They fay too, tha^: 
the king of Perfia, who is the perfon reprefented by 
the figure having a long beard, vanquifhed the king of 
the Indies in this engagement. Befides the ring and inace, 
thefe combatants have iron bullets, hanging by chains, at 
the fides of their horfes, which, it is to be fuppofed, they 
let fly at each other, in the fame manner as peafants fome- 
times fight with their flails (plate 2^). Near this figure 
there are two others (plate 25. 26.) j but as to their re- 

Erefentation, it is impoffible to fay any thing with certainty, 
nee we are furnifted with no accounts by ancient writers, 
and the traditions of the modern Perfians, on fuch fub^ 
jeftsarc little to be depende4 on i- though, to fay the 

truth. 
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tftifh, the common people of Perfia arc more modeft tlian 
thofe of other countries j when they are alked the mean- 
ing of thefe figures, they generally fay, " God knows :" nay, 
their men of learning content themfelves with affirm-* 
ing, that they relate to the ancient heroes of their country, 
without pretending to enter into particulars. At a fmall ^omB^f ai 
diftance irom thefe figures is the firft tomh. At fiity ^^^^^Hf" 
paces from this tomb there is another ; thirty paces from 
thence a third ; and at the diftance of a hundred paces, a 
fourth : which is the laft (plate 27. 28, 29). Not far from 
thefe tombs are two fmall edifices (plate 30). Near the 
third tomb are two infcriptions \ one fifteen lines in length, 
in the chara£ter made ufe of in the infcriptions at the 
palace of Perfepolis. There are feveral other curious 
feprefentations carved on this mountain, fome perfeftly 
whole and found, others much defaced, either through 
the injuries of time and weather, or the brutal zeal of the 
Mahommedans, who make a merit of deflroying all kind 
of imagery » (Z). * ,j,j^^ 

» Vide Cbardin, torn. ii. Le Brun, torn, 11. 



(Z) Befides the tombs fpoken 
of above, there are two near 
the ruins of the palace of Per- 
iepolis, which, Sir John Char" 
din fays, appeared to him the 
moift curious remnants of an- 
tiquity which he beheld there. 
They are about fix hundred 
paces from the columns ; and, 
m order to reach them, there 
is a neceffity of climbing three 
hundred paces up the rock. 
Thefe monuments are cut and 
hollowed into the rock. The 
one is on the north, over- 
againft the great flair-cafe of 
the palace ; the front is feventy- 
two feet broad, and its height 
about one hundred arid thirtjr 
(plate 31). The" platform is 
fquare. and like the landing- 
place of a ftair-cafe ; it is about 
four feet deep, and is cut into 
the mountain : on each fide 
there are fix figures finely cut, 
and exadiy refembling thofe 



in the proceflion ; in the WaU 
of the palace there are four co- 
lumns fronting the fpedtator, 
and exadtly in the middle ther« 
appears a door ; but it is only 
the figure of a door cut in the 
rock, and does not feem ever 
to have been defigned for a 
paflage into any cavity behind 
it. Over this there is another 
fine piece of workmanftiip, full 
of figures ; and on the fummit 
there appears an altar, with 
fire burning on it, and a reve- 
rend perfon, holding a bow ii| 
his hand, kneeling on a kind 
ofafcent over againli: it, as if 
at his devotions. In the cor- 
ner of the piece there is - a 
round figure which feems to 
reprefent the fun, and, in the 
middle', as if in the air, there 
is a fmall figure of the fame 
perfon, whom we fee praying 
below, as if he were afcending 
into the heavens » The other 

tomb, 
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^he great perfe£l:ion which appears In thefe ancient 
ivorks, and thofe of Perfepolis, leaves us no room to 
doubt, that thofe who were the authors of them, might, 
if they fo pleafed, have left marks of their (kill and 
genius in other part^ of this empire alfo, or at lead 
that their fucceflbrs might have done fomething in the 
fame way. We have alreadj laid ourfelves under fuch 
reftri£tions as forbid a prohx profecution of this hint; 
and therefore we fhall content ourfelves with remarking, 
that M. le Brun takes notice, in his Travels, of fome re-^ 
mains of antiquity, which he, with two £ngli(h gentle*' 
pien, faw near a mountain, a league and a half from 
Schiras, on the left of the plain. A direA proof, that, 
on a AnSt enquiry, many more fragments of antiquity 
might be found in Ferfia than thofe hitherto defcribed 
and fo highly magnified. 



SECT. 11. 

Of the Antiquity, Government , Cuftoms, Arts^ Learning f 
ana Trade of the Ancient Ferfians. 

^. , . 'T* H E Perfians were, without all doubt, a very aneieni 
^thf^' nation. Their country was firft peopled by Elam^ 

j^f^ or, as Jofephus calls him, Elymus % the fon of Shem ^ 

•whence Perfia is conftantly called in Scripture Elam : nor 
does it appear that it was known to the Jews, befofe thtf 
captivity, by any other name. The defendants of Elam 
fettled firft in that province, which from them was called 
Elymais, and hy degrees, as their numbers increafed, 
fpread themfelves into Sufiana, and other adjoining .pro-» 

. Ant. cap. s. 

titles of treafure and valoahltf 
effeds. it mud be faid in fa^ 
vour of this vulgar notion, that 
it has antiquity on its fide i 
fince we know that when Alex- 
ander conquered this country, 
it was expe6ted that mighty 
fums would be found in the 
tomb of Cyrus, As, on the 
other hand, we know that Jo- 
fephus reports a mighty maf9 
or money to have been laid up 
in the fepulchre of David. 



• Vide Jofcph 

tomb, which is on the eaft fide, 
differs not much from this 
which we have defcribed (plate 
32). .It has four columns, 
a falfe door, and over it an al- 
tar with fire, and a prince, or 
}iighpriefi, praying before it, 
with the decorations that have 
been mentioned before. It is 
the firm opinion of the pre- 
fent inhabitants of Perfia, that 
in thefe tombs, and alfo in 
thofe defcribed in the text, 
there ^re concealed great quan- 
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^nce^i as appears from Daniel, who places Sufa, Ac 
metropolis of Sufiana, in the province of EiamP. All the 
Greek interpreters, by Elam underftand Perfia ; and in 
the A^s the Perfians are called Elamites^. Whence, it is 
probable, they were defccnded from Elam, from whom 
both the country and inhabitants borrowed their name. 

Thtl government of Perfia was monarchical, and the ^hgirgo^ 
crown hereditary. The kingdom of Elam feems to have vtmminh 
t>een very powerful, ^ven in the time of Abraham; for 
Chedoflaomer, king of Elam, who was contemporary 
with that patriarch, is faid, in Scripture, to have invaded 
the Zamzummins and Emims, who were of a gigantic 
race, and to have .taken and pillaged the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, though he was at laft overthrown by 
Abraham, who came to the refcue of Lot, whom the 
Elamite had taken prifoner. In the time of Jeremiah, 
Elam muft have been a very great and potent kingdom, 
as is plain from the prophecy, where he foretels the in- 
creafe of Nebuchadnezzar's dominions ; and particularly 
that he fliould fubdue Elam, a kingdom on the river 
•Ulai, to the eaftward of the Tigris. 

But to fpeak here of Perfia as the fecond of the four rhsmmef^ 
great empires (for, of the kings who preceded Cyrus, tyoftfmr 
we fliall have occafion to give fome account hereafter); ^'«!ff'» 
the Perfian monarchs were under no control ; but go- 
verned by their own arbitrary will and pleafure : they 
were revered by their fubjefts like deities on earth, none 
daring to appear before their throne, without proftrating 
themfelves on the ground, with a kind of adoration. In 
the time of Apollonius, nofne were allowed to appear be- 
fore the king, who had not done the fame honours to his 
image. While they were in the king's prefence, they 
were to hold their hands, fo long as their audience lafted, 
within their flecves; for neglefting this ceremony, Antb- 
faces and Mitreus were put to death, as we read in Xe- 
nophon, by Cyrus the Younger. None were fufiered -to 
enter the royal palace without the fovereign's leave, ex- 
cept the princes who flew Smerdis : all others, of what 
rank foever, before they fet foot in the palace, were 
obliged to acquaint the king by a mefienger, that they de- 
fired to attend him, and wait his royal pleafure^ Whiit 
refpe£): and obedience his vaflals paid him, we learn from 
Herodotus, who tells us, that Xerxes being once in great 
4anger by fea^ many, at the king's defire, drove who 

F Dan,^ viii. i. \ KS(% ii. 9. 
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ihould be the iirft in leaping over-board, to Ugbten thtf 
vefleU and fave their prince's life at the expence of their 
own P. They all lived in no lefs dread of the king's 
wrath, than of the anger of the gods ; whence they looked 
upon the incurring of his difpleafure, as the greateft 
misfortune that could befal them ; and were ready, at 
the lead intimation given them by their prince, to be- 
come their own executioners. The crown was heredi- 
tary, and bellowed on the eldeft of the deceafed king's 
lawful children. In long or dangerous expeditions, to 
avoid all contefts, the heir apparent was named by the 
reigning king, before he fet out on his journey or march« 
The new king was crowned at Pafargada^ or,^ as Pliny 
calls it Pafagarda % by the priefts, who bore a great 
fway in the court of Ferfia. This ceremony was per-* 
formed in the temple of the goddefs of war, where 
«the king ufed, firft of all, to clothe himfelf with the 
garment which Cyrus, the founder of the PerCan mo- 
narchy, had worn before he was raifed to the throne. 
Being thus attired, he ufed to eat fome figs, with a 
fmall quantity of turpentine, and drink a cupful of 
four milk; then the tiara ', or crown, was placed on 
his head by one of the grandees, in whofe family that 
right was hereditary, and deemed all over PerCa the 
greateft honour a fubjedi could enjoy. The king's tiara, 
was, by a peculiar name, called cidaris, being a kind of 
turban rifing up with a (harp point, without bending; 
whereas the other Perfians wore their turbans bending 
downwards to their foreheads, in token of fubjeftion ; 
however the defcendents of thofe, who, with D»rius, the 
fon of Hyftafpes, flew the ufurping magi, were allowed 
to ufe a tiara bending to the • middle of their head, and 
not, as that of the other fubjefts, reaching down to their 
eye-brows. Round the tiara the king wore a purple and 
white band, or diadem 5 for nothing elfe is meant by the 
word diaJem, in the ancient writers, but a band of this 
nature wreathed round the forehead ". 1 his tiara, with 
the purple and white band, is the only enfign of royalty 
we find among the Perfian kings of the firft dynafty. The 
king's birih-day was kept as facrcd, and celebrated with 
public fports in the utmoft pomp and magnificence. His 
death was bewailed by (hutting the tribunals. of juftice 
for five days ; and that fire, which was worfhipped in fa- 

f Herodot.lib. viii. cap. iiS. q Plin. Hb. vi. cap. z6. 

T Plutarch, in Artaxerx. • Druf. Obfcryat. lib. xii. cap. i». 

Biift lib. i. p. 44. 
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inilles as a houfhold god, was on that occafion alone, ex- 
tinguiflied ^ The king's abode was, according to the 
feafons, feven months at Babylon^ three at Sufa (C), and 
two at Ecbataii " : whence they are compared by -^lian * 
to cranes ; and by Ariftotle to the Scythian NomadeSf 
who^ by often fliiiting their abode, always enjoyed a tem- 
perate feafon. They likewife removed to Pafargada, and 
fometimes to Perfepolis; which, at laft, became their 
ordinary refidence. The king's court, or palace, had 
many gates, and each gate a body of guards, whpfc duty 
it was not only to defend the king^s perfon, but to inform 
him of whatever they faw or heard done in any part of 
the kingdom ; whence they were called, " the king's 
ears," and " the king's eyes." To thcfe mefiengers were 

' < Diodorus Siculus, lib* viii* ■ Zonar. Annal. lib* u 

< ^lian. Hift. Katur. lib. ii. cap. 3. 

(C) Sufa, tailed in Scrip- nus, and in the Perfian Ian* 
ture Shufhan, was the metro- guage bore that name. It is 
polls of the province of Sufia- alfo called Memnonia by He« 
tia. It was built on the banks rodotus, and others, from its 
of the river Eulseus, (called by founder Memnon. The city 
Daniel, Ulai) by Memnon, as was^fheltered by a high ridge 
fbme fay, the fon of Tithonus, of mountains from the northern 
who was {lain by the Xhefla- winds, which rendered it very 
lians in the Trojan war. Stra- agreeable during the winter ; 
bo and Paufanias compare the but in fummer, the heat was 
wails of Sufa even with thofe fo parching, that the inhabit 
of Babylon. Caffiodorus tells tants were forced to cover their 
us, iipon what authority we houfes, as Strabo writes, with 
know not, and therefore give earth two cubits deep, Sufa 
him no credit, that the walls of was, in ancient titnes^ a wealthy 
this city were cemented with ai^d magnificent city. Alex- 
gold.' Polycletus, as we read ander found in it fifty vhou- 
in Strabo, would make us be- fand talents of gold, befides 
lieve, that it had no wall^ ; jewels of an ineflimable value^ 
which is no lefs improbable, and an immenfe quantity of 
confidering the kings of Perfia gold and filver veflels. Here 
refided there three months of Ahafuerus kept his great feaH:, 
the year, ahd that great part which lafted one hundred and 
of the treafures were lodged in eighty* three days. It lies now 
it, as Diodorus informs us. in ruins, and is known, as Ta- 
It was calkd Sufa, from th# vernier informs us, by the 
many lilies which grew in that name of Schoufter, or Suf- 
neighbourhood, fays Stepha«- ter(i)« 

(i) Vide Strabo, lib. xv. p. 500. Paufan. MeiTen. cap. 311 
I>iodor. Sicul. lib. xvii.cap. 66. Herodot. lib. v. cap. 54. 
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fcnt from the moft remote provinces of the empire, wh^te 
any thing happened worthy of the king's knowlege ; and 
beHdes, they received immediate intelHgence of any fud- 
den commotion by means of fires » which were always 
ready at fmall dinances from each other, and lighted^ 
when occafion required : fo that they could, in one day,, 
receive notice of any tumult, rebellion, or invasion, in 
what part foever it happened of that vaift empire- 

The king's palace was deemed facred, and refpefbed ast 
3 temple. It was extremely magnificent,, and furnifhed 
with utenfils of ineftimable value. The walls and roofs- 
of the rooms were all covered with ivory, filver, amber,. 
OT gold. The throne was of pure gold, fupponed by 
four pillars, richly fet with precious ftones. 'the king'a 
bed was likewife of gold ; and Herodotus ^ mentions a 
plane-tree and vine of gold, prefcnted to Darius by Py- 
thius, a Lydian, who, after the king of Perfia, xvas ac- 
counted the richeft man in the world. (D), The body 
and branchc^s of this vine, fays Athenseus % were enriched, 
with jewels of great value; and the clufters of grapes 
were all precious ftones, which hung over the king's, 
head as he fct upon the throne. At hia bed's head flood 
always a cheft or coffer, containing five thoufand talents,, 
which was called the' king's bolfter, and another at his. 
feet, with three thoufand talents*. Adjoining to ther 
king's palace were large gardens and parks, flocked with 
all forts of game for his diverfion. 'lully tells- us, from 
Xenophon, that Cyru§ planted and cultivated one of thefe 
delicious gardens with his owahand. Alexander enriched' 
them with trees and plants out of Greece* The Perfian 
kings drank no other water but that of the river Choaf- 
pes, which was carried about with them in filver veffels, 

X Herodot. lib. viit cap. 27* ' Athen. lib.xii. Vide 6u» 

daeum de A0', lib» iv« * Budaeus, ubi fupra. 



(D) Pythius, if we believe 
Herodotus, entertained, at Coe- 
lene in Phrygia, Xerxes and 
all his army, as he was march- 
ing againfl Greece ; and more- 
over offered him, towards the 
charges of the war, two thou- 
fand talents of filver, and three 
millions nine hundred ninety- 
th^ee thoufand pieces of gold, 



all bearing the flamp of his fa- 
ther Darius. Xerxes, with na 
lefs generofity, not only refufed 
the treafures ofFei^ed him, but- 
ordered feven thoufand Dari an 
pieces, or Darics, to be given 
to Pythius, as a reward of his 
affedion and good-will ; nor 
did he leave Uoelene till the 
fum was paid. 

whither 
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wliither foever they went^ (E). They drank only Caly- 
bonian wine, made at Damafcus in Syria ; and touched 
no bread but what was of the wheat of Aflbs in Phrygia ; 
and their fait was brought from Egypt. The magnificence 
of their public feafts exceeded what we read of in the hif- 
tories of other nations. Their table was daily ferved with 
fomewhat of the produfl: of each nation fubjeft to them ^ 
Among the priloners taken by Parmenio at Damafcus, 
were, as Athenseus informs us **, two hundred and feventy- 
fevencooksj twenty-nine, who took care of the difhes; 
feventeen, who miniftered water ; feventy, who had in 
charge the wine ; forty employed about ointments \ and 
fixty-fix, whofeprovinceit was to prepare garlands, ufed, 
according to the cuftom of thofe times, in banquets. 
During the repaft, their ears were feafted with the har- 
mony both of vocal and inftrumental mufic ; and three 
hundred women, of the fweetcft and moft melodious 
voices, were in conftant attendance, to divert the king in 
his hours of relaxation. It was likewife their province to 
lull him afleep with the melody and variety of their notes, ' 
and recreate his mind as foon as he awaked in the morn- 
ing *. Moft of the Perfian kings were fo diflblved in plea* 
fares, that they fcarce minded any thing but gratifying their 
fenfual appetites. Xerxes was not aihamed to propofe, by a 
public edift, an ample reward to any one, who Ihould 
devife a new pleafure^. The king feldom admitted others 
to his table, befides his wife and mother. Such as re- 
ceived this honour were fo placed, as not to fee, but only 
to be feen by the king ; for they thought it was, in fome 
meafure, a degradation of their majefiy to appear fubjeft 
to the fame ncceflities with other mortals. This defire 
of appearing above the level of other men, was the mo- 
tive that confined them within their palaces, and fcarce 
ever fufFe red them to appear abroad. Tully fays 8, the 
revenues, of whole provinces were employed on the attire 
of fomc of their favourite concubines, one city being 

^ Herodot. lib. i. cap. iSS c A^hen. lib, viit. d Vide 

Arhen lib. xii, « Idem Ibid. ' Cic Tufc.Qnaft. Valer. 

Maxim, lib iz. cap. %. % C«c. in Ver. a£t. v. 

(E) Herodotus tells, U9 that Sufa; Pliny and other writers 

the Choafpet waihtd the walls place the city of Sufa on the 

of Sufa, and that the Perfian banks of the Eulseus ; and all 

ki«gs drank no other water ; the interpreters take the river 

whence it is manifeft, that the Ulai, mentioned by Daniel, to 

Choafpes and Eulxus are one be the Eulaeus. 
and the fame river, at lead at 
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obliged to fupply them with ornaments for the hair, an- 
other for their necks, &c. Nay, Socrates ^ mentions an 
imbaffador, who, being fent into Perfia, fpent a whole day 
in travelling through a country, which was called the 
Queen's Girdle ; and another day, before he reached the 
borders of a territory ftyled the Queen's Head Drefs. 

The king's children, more efpecially the eldeft, were^ 
prefently after their birth, committed to the care of eu- 
nuchs. At feven years old, they learned, under expe- 
rienced inftru£);ors, to ride and hunt,* which were looked 
upon as the mod manly exercifes. At the age of four- 
teen, they were put under the difcipline of four karnea 
preceptors, of whom one was to teach them prudence j 
another, juHice ; the third, temperance ; and the fourth^ 
fortitude ^ 

The king's ordinary guard confided moftly of Perfians. 
Curtius mentions a guard which attended the monarch's 
perfori, confifting of fifteen thoufand men, who were 
called the King's Relations. There was alfo a body ot 
ten thoufand cnoice horfemen, all Perfians, who accom- 
panied him in his expeditions, and were called Im- 
mortal. His guards received no pay ; but, were very plen- 
tifully provided with the neceflaries of life. 

The ancient Perfians had a particular care of the edu- 
cation of their children above any other nation. A fon 
was not admitted to the prefence of his father ; but was 
brought up by women till he attained the age of five 
years, left, if he fliould die before that time, his fathei: 
might be too much grieved at his death. At five years 
old, the children of fuch as could afford it, were com- 
mitted to the tuition of learned mafters^ or magi, who 
.carefully taught them, more by examples than precepts, 
the practice of juftice, patience, fobrietyV abftinence, and 
all other virtues. They took great pains to implant in 
their breafts an averfion to all manner of vice, efpecially 
to lying, and contrafting debts. They learned alio to 
ride, to {hoot with bows, and fight on horfeback. Thi$ 
M'^as their education till feventeen years of age, when the 
children of men of rank were admitted among the king'a 
guards, and attended faim when he went a-hunting, and 
abroad in his warlike expeditions. They were brought 
up with fuch awful rcfpcdl: to their parents, that they 
never offered to fit down in their prefence. Eveijy father 



^ Socrat. in Plat. Alcibiad. 
BriiTon. Polit. 



^ Xenoph. lib. i« cap. lu 

had 
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Jia4 power of life and 4eath over his own chiJdren j but 
was reftrained by the laws from exercifing fuch feverity 
for fmall faults, or for one crime only. 

The Perfians were anciently all trained up to military ThemifaU 
exercifes, but more efpecially to handle the bow, which '-«»«" 
they did with great dexterity; whence it is, that we find ^jf^T^ ^' 
the bow of Elam mentioned by the prophet Jeremiah, x^,^^ 
and the quiver of Elam by Ifaiah, as the arms peculiar to 
this nation. A numerous iffue was looked upon by them 
as the greateft bleffing which the gods could beftow ; 
and fuch as could Ihew a numerous offspring received 
early prefents from the king. They celebrated their 
birth-days with great pomp and magnificence, furnifhing 
their tables, on fuch occafions, in a very plentiful man- 
ner, though, at other times, they lived very fparingly, 
at lead under their firft kings. In their diet they were 
very temperate ; but were always inclined to drinking : 
they ufed even to debate the moft important matters over 
their cups ; but the mafter of the houfe, where they met 
to confult, propofed the fame fubjeft the next day, before 
diey tailed any liquor, when the refelutions taken the 
day before were approved or rejefted. Whei\they met, 
they faluted with a kifs on the mouth, if they were 
«qual ; on the cheek, if one was fomewhat inferior to the 
other ; but thofe who were of a much lower rank, ufed to 
proftrate themfelves on the ground, when they met or 
accofted their fuperiors. They (hewed moft value for 
thofe that lived next to them, and very little to fuch as 
lived at a great diftance. No nation was ever paore ready 
to adopt foreign cuftoms. They no fooner conquered the 
Medes, than they aiTumed their drefs. In war, they ufed 
the Egyptian armour, after they had fubdued that king- 
dom ; and imitated the Greeks, as foon as they became 
acquainted with them, in the worft of vices. They were 
indulged with a plurality of wives, befides as many con- 
cubines as they were able to maintain ; thofe who had 
many children, being looked upon as heroes of as great 
prowefs as thofe who had diftinguifhed themfelves in 
military exploits. They bore fuch refpeft to their pa- 
rents, that they thought it impoffible a man ihould ever 
put to death his father or mother; whence no punifh- 
ments were inflifted, by their laws, on fuch offenders: 
and if any one was accufed of committing fo heinous ^ 
crime, he was always declared by the judges fpurious or 
fuppofititious. If any perfon happened to be infe£ied 
with a leprofy^ or any other diftemper of that nature, he 

F 3 was 
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was not permitted to ftay within the city, nor to converfc 
with others, he having, as they imagined, drawn this 
punifliment upon himfelf, by committing fome offence 
againft the fun. All Itrangers, fubjeft to this diftemper^ 
were expelled the country. Thefe cuftoms, and fome 
others relating to their funerals, of which we (hall fpeak 
in the next feftion, we have learned from Herodotus ^, 
who tells us, that he can with certainty affirm them to 
be true. 
Their fU' ' The mofl fevere punlfhment in ufe among the Perfians, 
mjhmentu was that of fliutting the offender up between two boats; 
which was done in the following manner : they made two 
boats on purpofe, fo equal, that one was neither broader 
nor longer than the other; then they laid him in one of 
them upon his back, and covered him with the other, 
his hands, feet, and head, being left uncovered, and ap- 
pearing through an opening made for that purpofe. In 
this poflure he was fupplied with viftuals and drink by the 
executioners, who even forced him, by thrufling fharp iron 
inftruments into his eyes, to eat what was neccffary to 
fupport life, left he fliould flarve himfelf, and thereby put 
an end tcf his pain. On his face, that was placed full in 
the fun, they poured honey, and thus invited the flies and 
wafps, which tormented him no lefs than the fwarms of 
worms that were bred in his excrements, and devoured 
his body to the very entrails. Under fuch a complication 
of torments the unhappy offender fometimes lived many 
days. Plutarch tells us, that Mithridates, whom Arta- 
xerxes condemned to this punifhment, for pretending to 
have killed his brother Cyrus*, lived feventeen days in 
the utmofl agony ; and that, the uppermofl boat oeing 
taken off at his death, they found his flefh all confum- 
ed, and fwarms of worms gnawing his bowels. Thofe 
convifted of high-treafon were condemned to have the 
right hand and then the head flruck off; which fentence 
was, by order of Artaxerxes, executed even on the dead 
body of his brother Cyrus. But by )the ancient laws of 
Perfia, the king was reflrained from putting any man to 
* death for a fingle crime ; and bcfides, the judge was to 
examine narrowly into the aftions of the delinquent ; and 
if his faults were found to overbalance his former fer- 
vices, the king was allowed to punifli him at pleafure ; if 
not, he was either pardoned or punifhed left ftverely*". 

k Hcrodot. lib. i. cap. 133, 140. ^ Plutarch, in Vita 

Artjixcrxis, ^ ticrodot. lib. i. c?p, 137, 

Poifonera 
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• f*oifoner8 were pr^ffed to death between two ftones ' 
which puniihment we find inflifted upon Gigis, a woman 
greatly favoured by Paryfatis, mother to Artaxerxes, for 
Slaving confpired with hertopoifon queen Statira". 

The Perfians were^ beyond any other people, jealous of Their mar. 

• their wives and concubines. It was death to touch any riages and 
of the king's women, to fpeak to them, or even to come ^^.^^fi'^°"^ 
near them, or their cai^nages, as they travelled. They ^°"^^^^^^* 
Avere allowed to marry their own fillers or daughters; thus 

we are told, that Artaxerxes married two of his daugh- 
ters, Ameftris and AtoflTa, though he had promifed them 
to others. Mintitius Felix ° reproaches them with marry- 
ing, or criminally converfing with, their mothers; and 
Eufebius quotes a faying of Bardefaaes, which intimates, 
that they were indulged by law to marry their fiflers, 
daughters, and mothers* This inceftuous cuftbm they 
•obferved alfo in other countries, namely in Egypt, Phry- 
«gia, and Galatia, as £ufebius witnefTes, where they were 
on that account abhorred by the inhabitants, and nick- 
named Maguflae, or addicted to magic p. They were the 

• fir ft that introduced thpfe animals called eumachs, which 
Petronius Arbiter % and Seneca % impute to their infati- 
able fenfuality« 

The firft that cauled gold and filver to be coined in Per- 
'fia was Darius, the fon of Cyaxares, or, as he is called in 
-Scripture, Darius the Mede, the founder of the Medo- 
Perfian monarchy^ In his reign were coined thofe fa- 
mous pieces of gold called Darics, which for many ages 
were preferred, being of pure gold, to all other, coins 
throughout the Eaft. They were ftamped on one fide 
wth an archei cloathed in a long robe, and crowned with 
a fpiked-cro^fvn, holding a bow in'liis Jeft hand, and an 
arrow in liis right ; on the other fide was the effigies of 
T)arius*. To thefe^pieces alluded Agefilaus, when^ find- 
ing himfelf obliged to qwit Afia^ in order to fuppefs the 
tumults which Artaxerxes had, by dint of gold, excited 
in Greece, he faid, that the king of Perfia had driven 
him out of his dominions with thirty thoufand archers. 
The Darics were of the fame weight and value as the At- 
tic ftater. Darius feems to have learned the art ^nd ufe 
of money from the Lydians ; for the Medes had no;money 
before they conquered Lydia * : whereas Croefus, king of 

^ Plutarch, ubi fupra. * Arnob. contra Gentes. p Eufeb. 
,4^ Praep. Evangel, lib. vi. cap. 8, 4 Petron. Arb. Satir. r Seneca 
Controver. iv. lib. x. * PJutarcb. in Artaxer* < Herod, lib^ 
1. cap. 71. 
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Lydia, h^A coined innumerable pieces of gold ^alled.Cros* 
fei. As it was not reafonable that the coin of Lydia fliould 
continue current after the downfal of the kingdom, we 
may fuppofe, that Darius re-coined the Croefei with his 
own effigies, without altering their weight or value*. 
All thefe pieces of gold, that were afterwards coined, of 
the fame weight and value, by the fucceeding kings, not 
only of the Perfian, but alfo of the Macedonian race, were 
called Darics, fronn this Darius, in whofe reign they were 
firft coined. 
niir arts, There was, it feems, no great learning among the Per- 
fciences. Cans, before the time of Zoroaftres, whom the Perfians 
^'' call Zerduflit or Zaratulh, who is fuppofed to have flou- 

riihed under Darius Hyftafpes, and was the greateft ma- 
thematician and philofopher of the age he lived in. The 
magi being inftru£ted in mathematics, aftronomy, and 
natural philofophy, partly by him, and partly by Hyftaf- 
pes, the father of Darius, were reputed above all others^ 
fkilled in thofe arts. 
^hiirtrade '^^^ poverty of the ancient Perfians, and their contempt 
andnavi^ of riches, fhew them to have been quite ftrangers to trade 
gathm* and commerce, which are carried on with a profpe£t of 
gain. Before the conqueft of Lydia they had no money, 
nor any cloathing but fkins. They ufed water for drink, 
and had neither wine, nor any other liquor but what their 
barren country produced, as appears from the excellent 
fpeecb of Sandanis, to diffuade Crcefus from invading 
Perfia *. After they fubdued Lydia, and were mafters of 
fo many rich provinces, they probably applied their 
minds to trade and navigation, to fupply themfelves with 
thofe commodities which their country wanted, and at 
the fame time to difpofe of thofe which they could eaCly 
fpare. 
^hiir fol' The Perfians inured themfelves to the toils of war y. 
dtiry. They never parted with their fwords, quivers, and bows, 

even in time of peace, but when they went to repofe, and 
they were then always ready at hand * ; which cuftom the 
Romans, who never ufed any weapons but in the field, 
looked upon as unbecoming a civilized nation. As foon 
as they were able to bear arms, they were obliged to enter 
themfelves in the lift of foldiers ; but received no pay till 
the age of twenty. In time of war, they were all bound, 
upon pain of death, except fuch as were difabled by age 

^ Sir Ifaac Newton's Chronol. p.-jio. * Herodot. lib. i. c^p. 

71. ' y Strabo, lib. xv. « Ammian, Marcdl, lib. xxiii. 

or 
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or otherwiCbt to appear under their refpe£live (tandar4Sf 
and attend the king in his expeditions *. They ufed no 
mercenaries in the time of Herodian ^1 nor maintained a 
ftanding army^ but were all obliged, when occafion re- 
quired, to repair to their colours, returning to their ref- 
pe£tive homes when the war was at an end, without any 
odier pay or reward, than their (hare of the plunder. 

In war they wore on the head a tiara, or head-piece, fo Their ar* 
thick, that it was proof againft all kinds of offenfive wea- «».»«f ^^ 
pons ; on the body, a coat of mail, wrought in likenefs of ^^fi^P^^* 
fcales, and embclliflied with fleeves of various colours ; 
their thighs were defended with cuiflcs ; their (hields or 
rather targets were wicker; theirjavelinsfhort; their bows 
of an uncommon length j their arrows of reeds : they wore 
ihort fwords, hanging from a belt on the right fide*^. 
Their horfes were likewife covered with armour or thicjc 
. hides, as we read in Xenophon ^, Curtius, and Ammianus 
Marcellinus. They were fure markfmen, and quicker 
than any other nation in difcharging ; efpecially in their 
flight, a cuftom' peculiar to them and the. rarthians. 
However, in the time of Procopius, their arrows did but 
little execution, a circumftance which he afcribes to the 
flacknefs of their bows ; whereas no fhield nor armour wa3 
proof againft the Roman arrows *. The number of their 
dead they knew only when the campaign was at an end; 
and in the following manner : before they took the field Manmrof 
they pafied before the king, or commander in chief, each mftftenHg. 
man throwing an arrow into abafket. Thefe bafkets were 
fealed up with the royal fignet, till they returned from the 
campaign, when they palled mufter in the fame manner, 
every one taking an arrow out of the fame bafkets. When 
they were allpafTed, the remaining arrows were counted^ 
and from their amount they reckoned the number of their 
dead. This ancient cuflom continued even in the time 
of Procopius* They wore, over their armour, great coats 
of purple; but the king's was white, by which badge he 
was knowTi, and often aimed at by the enemies ^ Among 
them it was difreputable to appear in public, but on horfe- 
back : on horfeback they tranfafted all their private and 
public affairs, held their afTemblies, and vifited their 
friends «. This cuftom, in procefs of time, began to de- 
generate into luxury, the Periians flriving to cutdo each 

* Herod, lib. iv. cap. 84. ^ Herodian. lib iii & v, 

c Herod, lib. vii. cap 61. Xenoph. lib vii. (^Lib. viii. car. 

Y90. ' Procop. lib. i. deBell. Perf, cap. 18. f Herodot* 

lib. ix. Plut. in Artaxerxe* * Juitiiirlib* xii. cap. 3. 

otl^r 
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other in the richnefs of their caparifons, their very horfcs, 
as Dionyfius exprefles it, champing the pureft gold. They 
fought not only on horfeback, but Hkewife from chariots 
drawn by four, fix, and fometimes eight horfes. They 
were the firft, if we may believe Xenophon, that intro- 
duced the ufe of chariots armed with fcythes. When they 
Marching' ^ent on any expedition, their wives, mothers, and chil- 
dren followed the camp**; which cuftom was obferved 
among all the eafterri nations: the prefence of their families, 
they thought, infpired them with extraordinary courage. 
Their provifions and baggage were carried on camels, the 
foldiers being encumbered with no other burthen than 
their arms ^ Herodotus defcribcs the march of Xerxes's 
army thus ^ : the baggage carried by fervants on beafts of 
burden, appeared in the front, and was followed by men 
of all nations, formed into a body, without diftin£tion | 
between thefe and the reft of the army was left an inter- 
val, that they might not mix with that part where the 
king was. Before him marched a thoufand horfemen, and 
the like number of fpearmen, with their fpears pointing 
downwards. After thefe came ten great horfes, bred in 
the plains of Media, called the Nifean plains, caparifon- 
' cd with rich furniture, and confecrated to Jupiter. The 
chariot of that god immediately followed, drawn by eight 
white'horfes, the conduftor on foot, holding the reins, no 
mortal being allowed to mount the feat. After Jupiter, 
appeared the king, in a chariot drawn by Nifean horfes. 
A thoufand chofen fpearmen, all Perfians, marched next 
to the king, and were followed by another body of horfe, 
confifting of a thoufand chofen men of the fame nation. 
After the horfe, ten thoufand Perfian foot advanced, and 
of thefe one thoufand were armed with javelins, which, 
^nftcad of the common ornaments, were embellifhed with 
pomegranates of gold. . The other nine thoufand had pp- 
megranates of filver. 7 he ten thoufand foot M'^ere fol- 
lowed, atthcdiftance of two ftadia, by the reft of the 
forces, which advanced promifcuoufly. They computed 
the number of their forces in the following manner : ten 
thoufand men were crouded into as narrow a piece of 
ground as could poffibly contain them ; and, a kind 
of furrow being drawn round, they caufed the like 
number to enter the ground, and continued doing fo until 
Manner of the whole army was computed K When they intended to 
^daring make war upon any nation, they fent heralds or ambaiTa^- 
*'*''• .dors to demand of them* earth and watery that is to com^ 

*> Curt. lib. iii. cap. 8. i». Xenoph. lib. iv. p. 76. * Herodot, 
jib. vai. cap. 57, ^ Idem, lib. vii. cap. 60, Sc feqt 1 Id. ibid. 

mand 
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mand them to fubmit, and acknowlege the king of Per- 
lia as the fovereign lord of their country". This manner 
of declaring war they borrowed of the Medes, as Plutarch 
informs us \ and the Medes feem to have imitated in this, 
as in many other things, the Affyrians, who, as appears 
from the book of Judith, ufed in that manner to require 
an entire fubmiffion. In time of aftion, the king was al- andiwgag" 
ways in the centre ", and ufed to encourage his men with a ^S* 
fpeech. The fignal was given by the found of trumpets, 
and followed by an univerfal fliout of the whole army •. 
The watch-word was in ufe even among them ; for, Xe- 
nophon, fpeaking of Cyrus, tells us, that his was ** Jupi- 
ter our leader and proteftorP." The royal banner was a 
fpread eagle of gold, carried on the point of a long fpear^. 
They efteemed thofe happy who died in the field, and in- 
£i£);ed examplary puniOiments on thofe who abandonizd 
their polls, or fled from their colours '. They ufed no ftra- 
tagems, nor cared for any advantage, that were not ow- 
ing to their valour % or, as Amhiianus Marcellinus exprefles 
it, thought it unfair and bafe to fteal a viftory. They 
never fought in the night, unlefs attacked by the enemy ; 
nor marched before the rifing of the fun ^ Duels or fingle 
combats were in ufe among them, as is plain from the 
ftories of Darius and Polydamas". 

As to their laws, they are greatly commended by Xe- Theirlaws^ 
nophon, who prefers them to thofe of any other nation 
whatfocver * ; and obferves, that other law-givers only ap- 
pointed punifhments for crimes committed, but did not 
take fuSicient care to prevent men from committing them ; 
whereas the main defign of the Perfian laws was to in- 
fpire men with a love of virtue, and abliorrence of vice, 
fo as to avoid the one and purfue the other, without re- 
garding either punifliment or reward. To attain this end 
parents were not allowed to give their children what edu- 
-cation theypleafed, but were obliged to fend them to pub- 
lic fchools, where they were educated with great care, 
and never fuflPered, till they had attained the age of feven- 
teen, to return home to their parents. Thefe fchools were 
not truftdd to the care of common mercenary matters, but 
were governed by men of the firft quality, and heft cha- 
ra£ters, who taught them, by their example, the prafltice 

IB Diodor. Sicul. lib. xi. Herod, lib. v. cap. 77. vi. 48. vii. 13^. 
P Xenopb. lib. i. AyaC<t<r. <> Curt. lib. iii. p Xenoph* Cyropxd. 
Jib. vii. p. 137. ^ Idem, lib. vii. p. 136. Philoftiat. {conum,iib« 
Si. cap. 23. t Plutarch in Artax. Ammiaiit Afarcell. lib. xxi*i. 

f Jiiftin. lib. xi. > Curt. lib. v.cap. ii» $• « Pauf. in Eliac. 

» Xoooph. Cyrop^ed. lib, i* 

of 
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of all virtues ; for thefe feminaries were not defigncd fof 
learning fciences, but pra£li(ing virtue. The youths were 
allowed no other food but bread and crefles> no other 
drink but water "^^ at leaft from the age of feven to feveur 
teen. Thofe who had not been educated in thofe fchools^ 
were excluded from all honours and preferments (N). 
There were particular laws againft ingratitude ; and who- 
ever had done any one a good oflSice, if he did not meet 
with a fuitable returui could bring an adion againd the 
ungrateful perfon^ Vho, upon convi£bion, was puniflbed 
with great feverity *. When any individual went to give 
advice to the king, either of his own accord, or by the 
prince's order, in propofing his opinion, he flood upon 
an ingot of gold, which he was rewarded with if his ad- 
vice proved wholfome ; if otherwife, he was publicly 
whipped *. 

Before we clofe this fedion we fliall add fome particu- 
lars relating to the Perfian kings, coUeded from the beil 
authors. The kings of Perfia were, above all others, the 
moft arbitrary and abfolute, and looked upon their fub- 
je£ls, however diftinguiftied by birth or fortune, as the 
meaneft of flaves. None, their own children not excepted^ 
durft addrefs them with any other title than that of ^* Lord, 
great king, king of kings ** j" which high-founding titlqi 
they feem to have borrowed from the Aflyrians ; for Da- 
niel ^, in fpeaking to Nebuchadnezzar, gives him the title 
of ** king of kings." As the Persians imitated, in this 
particular, the haughtinefs of the AlTyrians, fo did the 
Parthians that of the Perfians **, and continued this ftyle 
even to the time of the emperor Conftantius, to whom 
Sapor, king of Parthia, wrote himfclf •' king 'of kings> 
allied to the ftars, brother of the fon and moon/' But to 

y Zenopb. Cyropaed. lib. i. Juftin. lib. xli. « Zenopb. ibid. 

Ammian. Marcel), lib. iii. cap. 5. Themiit. Orat. i?i. » ^liaiu 

Var. Hilt, lib xii. cap. 62. *» Dio Chryf. Orat. iji. de regno. 

Arrian. lib. vi. Strabo, iib. xv. Ezravii. \%. c Dan* ii. 37. 

4 Plutarch in Pomp. & Lucullo. 



(N) Thefe fchools the Per- 
fians called Liberal Markets ; 
for they allowed no place for 
buying and felling, as appears 
from Cyrus's anfwer to the 
Lacedaemonians, that he was 
not afraid of thofe who, in 
the midft of their cities, have 
4i place of public rcfort, where 



they cheat one another by mu- 
tual oaths : which words, adds 
Herodotus, were levelled at 
all the Greeks, who, in every 
city, had fome public place 
for buying and felling ; whereas 
the Perfians allow of no fuch 
places, nor apy place at all of 
public refort. 

return 
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tetumto tliel?erfiah kings: as theyaflumed high titles to 

themfelves, fo they bellowed no other on their fubjefts, 

by what dignity foever diftinguifhed, but that of flaves *• 

ind treated them as fuch, not in words only, but in all 

other refpefts. To this flavifh fcirit, which is altogether 

ihcohfiftent with true courage, rlato afcribies the downfal 

of the Perfian monarchy ^ This fpirit of flavery prevailed Thegreat 

to fuch a degree among the Perfians, that even thofe whd refpeSpaid 

were, by the king's order, publickly fcourged, ufed to re- *? '^ ^^' 

turn him thanks for vouchfafing to remember them. Z^*/***" 

"Whoever betrayed the leaft reliiftance to, put in execution 

ihe king's command, however difficult, was fure to 

forfeit his head and right arm. The ciiftom of adoring 

their kings, and putting them on the fame level with 

the gods, is, by Juftin, iniputed to Cyrus the Cireat. 

rfone durft appeat before the king without proftrating 

themfelves on the ground ; nay, they were all obliged, at 

what diftance foever the king appeared, to pay him that 

adoration ; nor did they cxaft it only from their own vaf- 

fals, but alfo of foreign minifters and ambaffadors ; the 

fcaptain of the guard being charged to enquire of thofe who 

iaiked admittance to the king, whether they were ready to 

adore him. If they refufed to comply with that cere- 

hiony, they were told, that the king's ears was open to 

fuch only as were willing to pay hini that homage ; fo 

khat they were forced to tranfaft the bufinefs they were 

charged with by means of the king's fervafits or eunuchs. 

Nor did their pride and ambition Hop here j they fome- 

times ordered the fame reverence to be paid to their 

favourites, as appears from the hiftory of Haman and 

Mordecai; nay, even to their ftatues and images; for 

Philoftratus acquaints us, that, in the time of Apollonius, 

a golden ftatue of the king was expofed to all thofe that 

entered Babylon, and that fuch only as adored it were 

admitted within the gates. When they appeared before 

the king, their common falutation was, " Live for ever ; 

lei the king live for ever." To fit in the king's chair or 

throne, to wear any part of the apparel which he had 

ufed, to look into tne litter wherein his concubines were 

conveyed from their habitation to the palace, to (hoot in 

hunting, or flrike at the game before the king, were all 

capital crimes*. Such as betrayed any fecret, which 

e ^enoph. lib. i. Ayaffmc, Q^Curt. lib. v. ^ Plato, lib. iii. de 

Legibus. f Diod. Sicul. lib. xvii. Val. Maxim. lib. v. cap. 

16. Q^'Curt. lib. viii. Frontin« Strata^, cap, vi» Plutarch in 
Artaxerxe & Themifiocle. 

they 
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s they had been trufted with by the king, or gave intelligence 
to the enemies of his defigns, were puniflied with great 
feverity \ whence Alexander, as his hiftoriin tells us **, 
could never have any notice before-hand,, of their defigns, 
the captives chufing rather to fufFer death' than betray 
the defigns of their prince. No perfon was permitted to 
appear before the king without a prefent ; which cuflom 
prevails among the orientals to this day. When he went 
on his progrefs, or marched out with his army, all the 
inhabitants of the countries or provinces, through which 
he paiTed, were obliged to declare their vaflalage by fome 
prefent 5 even the inhabitants of the villages and fields 
flocked to him with their donatives, fome offering (heep, 
oxen, corn, or wine, others bringing mi]k,.cheefe, dates, 
&c. every one according to his ability * (S). 
Bow they i^g Perfian kings frequently heard caufes both civil 
^J^HaLi^' and criminal; and, though tranfcendently vicious in other 
refpects, were, neverthelels, very tender in point of jui- 
tice and equity. After hearing the merits of the caufe 
with great attention, they took feveral days to confider 
and advife with fuch as were, converfant .in their laws, 
before they gave fentence ^. When they fat on life and 
death, they not only confidered the crime of which the 
delinquent was impeached, but all the aftions, whether 
good or bad, of his whole life 5 and condemned, or cleared 
Jiim, according as his crimes or deferts prevailed '. Their 
humanity and good nature even towards thofe who, ac- 
cording to the laws, deferved death, is very remarkable. 
Thus Artaxerxes Longimanus ordered, that the turbans of 
the condemned perfons fliould be ftruck off inftead of their 
heads ; that the firings with which they tied them fhpuld 
be cut, inttead of their ears ; and their garments fcourged 
inftead of their perfons". Befide the king there were 
feveral judges, all men of unblemilhed characters, and 
well Ikilled in the laws of the kingdom. Thefe were 

•» Quint. Curtius, lib. iv, i ^Han, Var. Hift. lib. i. cap. 

32) 33. ^ Pbiloftrat. lib. i. de Vita ApoUon. Ephiphan. 

lib. ii. cap. de Manichsis. ^ Jofepb. Ant. lib. xi. cap. 3. 

Herodot. lib. 5. cap. 1 37. m Plutarch, in Arraxcrxe & Apoph- 

thegm. Ammian. Marcell. lib. XXX. 

(S) We read in Plutarch and with, ran to the river, and 

^lian of one Sincta, a Perfian, filling both hi$ hands with wa- 

who, meeting by chance Arta- ter, made an oftering of that 

xerxes, at a great didance from to the king, which was by him 



his poor cottage, and having gracioufly received, 
nothing elfe to prefent him 



called 
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C^kd ropl judges, adminiftered juftice at dated times 
in different provinces ; and fome of them attended the 
king whitherfoever he. went ". The king often advifed 
with them, and, in matters concerning himfclf, referred 
the whole to their judgment **. They were nominated 
by the monarch, who,*as that employment was for life, 
took great care to prefer only fuch as were famed for 
their integrity (U). ^ 

The Perfian kings had feveral wives, befides what num- ^hetr tm^ 
ber of concubines they pleafed to entertain, Darius cubmes» 
maintained as many as the days of the year? : Artaxerxes 
had by his concubines a hundred and fifteen children *?• 
The concubines were introduced to the king each in their 
turn : whence fome have concluded, that the ancient 
Perfian year confifted of three hundred and fixty days, 
feeing that feveral of the Perfian monarchs had the like 
number of concubines, who went to their kings in con- 
ftant courfes '', 

We {hall end this fedlion with fome account of their ^^j^y ^.^^ 
revenues. Each province had its peculiar treafure and tueiiues* 
treafurer, as is plain from all the ancient writers both 
facred and profane ; and from the great fums which Alex- 
ander found' in feveral particular provinces or cities, we 
may judge of the immenfe treafures they pofl^efled. In 
the city of Damafcus he found two thoufand fix hundred 
talents, and filver uncoined to the value of five hundred 
more 5 in Arbela, four thoufand talents 5 in Sufa, forty 
thoufand, and nine thoufand Darics 5 in Perfepolis a hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand ; in Pafargada, fix thoufand; 
in Ecbatan, a hundred and eighty thoufand *. Thefe ini- 
menfe fums arofe from the tributes which each province 
was yearly obliged to pay, according to the affeffment of 

" ^lian. Var. Hift. lib.i. cap. 34. * Herodot. lib. iii. PDiod. 
Sic. lib. xvii. ^ Juftin. lib. x. r Whifton's Theory of 

the Earth, lib. ii. p. 149. • Vide Curt. lib. v. Diodor. Sic. 

lib. xviii. Arrian.lib. iii. cap. 16. Plutarch, in Aiexandr. 

(U) Artaxerxes raifed one received a bribe, caufed him, 

to that dignity, as ^lian in- upon conviction, to be flayed 

fonins us, who was not a Per- alive ; and having covered the 

fian, but a Mede, by birth, feat, on which he pronounced 

for having condemned his own fenteace, with his ikin, ap-^ 

fou to death, according to the pointed his fon in his room, 

power which parents bad, in ordering him to fit in the fame 

thofe days, over their children, chair when he pronounced fen- 

And Gambyfes, being inform- tence. 
ed that one of his judges had 

Darius 
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Darius Hyftafpes ; for, during the reigns of Cyrus and his 
fon Cambyfes, no tributes were impofed,' the people vo- 
luntarily contributing, for the maintenance of the king 
and his arrtiy, what they thought fit. From the impofing 
of thefe taxes, and other things of the like nature, the 
Perfians gave Darius the nick-name of Merchant. The 
fum total of thd king's revenues, according to the compu- 
tation of Herodotus S amounted to fourteen thoufand five 
hundred and fixty Euboic talents, above fixteen millions 
fterling, befides other fmaller fums. Thefe revenues were 
gathered from the provinces of Afia only ; but, in procefs 
of time, the iflands of feveral provinces of Europe, with 
Egypt, Syria, &c. were likewife taxed ; which increafed 
the king*s revenues to fuch a degree, that, if we believe 
Juftin % Alexander^ after the conqueft of Perfia, received 
yearly from his fubjefts the fum of three hundred thou- 
fand talents. The Perfian kings prcferved their treafurcs 
in the following manner : they caufed the gold and filver 
to be melted down, and poured into earthen veflels, which 
they broke, when occafion required, and took fuch a 
quantity as feemed neceffary. The lands of the Perfians 
were freed from all taxes ; but other provinces, befides 
money, were obliged to contribute confiderably, each 
ibmething of its proper produft, towards the maintenance 
of the king ; and, in the time of war, to that of his army. 
Thus the provinces of Cyrene and Barca, were, befides 
the ordinary taxes, affeflied at fuch a quantity of com as 
was fufficient to fupply a hundred and twenty thoufand 
tnen ; the fatrapse of Babylon maintained the king and his 
court for four months, and moreover paid him a yearly 
tribute of five hundred young eunuchs ; the Ethiopians 
and adjoining people made a prefent, every third year, of 
two chcenixes (X) of gold, two hundred bundles of ebony, 
five Ethiopian children, and twenty elephants teeth, of 
the largcft fize : the Colchians, or Colchi, prefented the 
king, every fifth year, with a hundred boys, and the like 
number of young women : the Arabians with a quantity 
of frankincenfe, anfwering the weight of a thoufand 
talents ^. But it is now time to difmifs this fubjeft, and 
tome to the mod entertaining and important point of the 
Perfian hiftory, their worfhip and religious ceremonies. 

« Herodot. Hb. iii.-cap. 89, 95, 96. « Juftin. lib. xiii. ^ He* 
rodot. ibid. Strabo, lib. xv. Zenoph. Hb. iv. in AvaC*^-. p. 261. 

(X) Choenix was a Oreek quantity of wheat as ferved a 
meafure, containing fuch a man one day, 

SECT- 



The Hiflory of the Perjians. It 

SECT. III. 

Of the Religion of the Perftans. 

npHERE IS hardly any fubjeft which hath employed ^^/^^^^ 
•■' the pens of authors, ancient or modern, that deferves f^Ug%^ attJ 
to be treated with greater accuracy, or to be read with the difficult 
more attention than this, which we are now about to dif- ties which 
cufs. The religion of the Perfians, if we may credit the ^^^^}^ , ^ 
mpft learned and induftrious writers *, is venerable from '^'^^'^ ' • 
its antiquity, and worthy of admiration, from its having 
fubfifted now fome thoiifand years, In as great, or greater 
purity, than any other religio}i known to us at this day. 
But the accounts, which are ftill extant, of the religion 
of the ancient Perfians, are far from correfponding ex* 
a^y ; and the defcriptions, which modem travellers have 
given us of thofe, who profefs this religion in Perfia and 
India, even in our time, differ fo widely, though not in- 
deed in eflential articles, that it requires no fmall degree 
of patience to feparate the ore from the drofs ; and to p.re- 
fcnt the reader with what is worthy of being known and 
believed, among numberlefs fables and mlfreprefentations. 
If we had ftill any colle£tion of the ancient Perfian 
records, we fhould find in them what would fatisfy us as 
to the primitive dodrines of their wife men i biit, as thefe 
are moft of them either long fince deftroyed, or at leaft 
hidden fiom U8» we muft be content to follow fuch lights 
as yet remain (Y). This is certain, that the Perfians have 

preferved 

X Vide Hi ft. Relig. Vet. PeiTarum, per Tho. Hyde, 4to. Oxon. 
1700. The Religion of the Perfees, by Henry Lord, 4to, Lon- 
don, 1630. Relation de PEtat prefent de Perfe, par Sanfbn, Paris, 
1695. Hift. of Cbaldaic Philofophy, by Tho. Stanley, book ii. 
p. 67, London, folio, i66a. Philof. General, per Theoph. Ga« 
iaeum, lib. i. cap. 5. 8vo, London, 1676. Connection of the 
Hiftory of the Old and New Teftament, by dean Prideaux, vol. i. 
p. 299. Svo^ London, 1729. Herbert*8, Delia Valle's, Tavernier*t 
Travels, &c. 

(Y) On the whole, we have but it is our happinefs to fol- 

thought it neceflary to perufe, low a more capable guide than 

and mall, on occaiion, make any o( thefe, the very learned 

tife of whatever is related by and judicious Dr, Thomas 

Herbert, Ovington, Tavernier, Hyde, who, from the mighty 

Thevenot, Chardin, or other ftoreaof various learning which 

traveliert, concerning the Per- he pofTefTed, as welt as from 

fees, their tenets and cuftoms; the curious obfer^tions he 

Vol. IV, G m 
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prcfcrvcd the worihip of one God, and other eiTentlaf ap-^ 
tides of true religion ^^ through a long courfe of jear9> 
without fuffering themfelves to be (educed by iraudy 
or fubmitting through force, to axiy new faith, though 
they have ib^ten changed their mailers ; a chrcumftance 
-¥ery fingular, and in fome fort commendable, if we cooir 
ffder how much thevhave been depreded fince the death ^i 
Yefdegherd, the laft king of their own religion, and the 
opprobrious treatment they have met with from the Ma* 
fiommedans, who are wont to call them, and Chtiitiansj, 
with like contempt, infidels; though the principles of 
the former, as well as the latter, are far more reafonablff 
than the ill conne£i:ed legends of the Arabian impoftor % 
and though the modem Perfians (taking that proper name 
in a religious, not a civil fenfe) are unanimoufly acknow* 
feged to be as honed, as charitable^^ and inoffeniive people 
is any upon earth (2). 

We 

r Hift. Relif. veter. Perfar. cap. %i. Connexion ef the Old 
and l^ew Teitammt. 

in his travels had made, com-*, all fin : for a man would never 

pofed his valuable Hiflory of opprefs his inferiors, if he ha<l 

the Religion of the ancient anyfbarae; a man would never 

PerfiMis, wherein every thing ileal, if he had any ihame ; » 

lie kys down is fupported by man^ would never bear falfe 

^cient monuments, or by tile witnefs, \i he had any ihame ; 

cx|>fefs authority of that law, A man would never be over««^ 

which this people profefled to come with ddnk, if he had 

have received from Zerdnftt, aav ihame. But, becaufe this- 

a compendium of whofe writ- is laid afide, men are ready to 

ings, contsuned in the book commit any of thefe crimes ^ 

Sad-der, the Enchiridion of and therefore, the bekedin, or 

the modem Perfees, is annex- layman, mud think of fhame* 
ed to the doctor's treadfe (i>. " IL To have fear always 

. (Z) We ihall here fet down prefent with them ; and thair 

the five precepts, which thefe every time the eye twinkled^ 

Ferfians ackaowlege as the or clofed its lids together, they 

rule of life, which every be- (hould fbnd in tear at tbolev 

hedin, or layman^ is bound to times of their prayers,, left 

obey, as they are reported by they fhould not go to heaven ; 

Mr. Lord. the thought of which (hould 

*^ I. To have fiiame ever make them fear to commit fin^ 

with them, as a remedy againfl for that God fees what manner 

(i) Vide Magorum Liber Sad.der Zoroaftris Praecepta U Cft* 
nones Continenss in Ufum £cclefi» Magorum, at fideliuni coruia 
•mnlum^ 

o£ 
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We have already taken it for granted^ that the original Origin of 
inhabitants of Perfia defcended from Elam, the fon of '^'. Pfrfian 
Sbem : and from thefc two patriarchs it is moft probable '"''«'•*• 
thejr derived the true religion, which at fir ft flourifhed 
among them with the utmoft purity ; but, in procefs of 
time, was corrupted by an intermixture of fuperftitious 
rites, and heretical opinions, at fuch time as the reft of the 
oriental nations were overfpread with that deluge of falfe 
religion, which generally goes under the name of Zabiifm. 
From this it is affirmed, by fome. ancient authors, they were The Pirfi^ 
thoroughly recovered by the patriarch Abraham, who, am pretend 
they fay, undertook the reformation of their religion ; and 'J 'f^'^'i'f 
having freed it as well from the pernicious doftrines gl^%^^ 
thev had imbibed, as from the fuperfluous ceremonies they AbrLmm* 
kaa adopted, left it them once more in its pure and pri- 
mitive condition and fimplicity, wherein he tranfmitted it 
to his own defcendents *• But if this were fo, they were 
a fecond time corrupted, and engaged, if not in idolatrous 
pra£lices, yet in luperftitious z&s of reverence to the 
neavenly bodies, and in praftices inconfiftent with the 
true faith. 

However, the fplendor of their religion might be dar- ^% w/r# 
kened by thefe fpots, yet it was never fo far obfcured as ^^^^^^ . 
to admit any degree of comparifon between it and the ^Igfirvice 
worlhipof the neighbouring nations (excepting the Jews) j t^omGod. 
for tlie Perfians continued zealous adorers of one all-wife 
and omnipotent God, whom they held to be infinite and 
omniprefent ; fo that they could not bear^ that he fhould 

' Hift. Relig. vet. Perfar. «ap. ft, & )• Conne^on of the Old 
and New Teftamenti vol. i. part i. p. %$. Svo. 

of ones they are, that look up them in mind of their thankf^ 

towards him. gi^ings to God> that had given 

** III. That whenfoevcr fuch good things for meft^s 

they are to do any thing, to fervice and ufe. 
think whether the thing be ** V. That whenfoever they 

good or bad that they go about, prav by day^ they ihould turn 

whether commanded or for- theu* races towards the fun ; 

Indden in the Zundavaftaw ; if and whcnfoever they pra3red 

prohibited, they mud not do by nieht, they (liould incline 

It, if allowed by the Book of toward the moon : for that 

Religion,' they may embrace they are the two great lights 

and profecute the (ame. of heaven^ and God's two wit- 

•* IV. That whatfoever of neiTes, moft contrary to Lu* 

God's creatures they ihould cifer, who loveth darknefa 

jfirfi behold in the morning* more than light •** 
it ihould be a monitor to put 

Ga fcf 
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1^ wrpTcfentedl)v eid^er molten or graven images ; or tfiat 
the jCrAtor and Lord of the univerfe fhould be circurm- 
fcribed within the narrow bounds of temples *. On this 
account they overturned the ftatues, and places of public 
worfhip among the Greeks, as unworthy of the Deity^ 
and not, as they have been falfely charged by the Greeks, 
from any facrileglous contempt of the gods of other coun- 
tries. In the decline, indeed, of the ancient Feriian em- 
pire, the worlhip of Venus was introduced by one of 
their princes ', but, it was condemned by the magi \ who 
remained firm to this great article of their faith, "There 
as one God ;" and took care to tranfmit it religioufly ta 
their pofterity- 
jf« a€<ouni ^^^ ^"^7 objeflion to which the ancient and modem 
0/tki ma- Perfians have rendered themfelves liable, flows from the 
turi9fthMt refpe£b they have conftantly paid to fire, and to the fun;. 
rtfpi3 yet if this matter be ferioufty and impartially confidered, 
"mI^^ nn ^^ ^^'' ^^ found, that there is nothing of idolatry in this 
sad tkejun. i'efpexSl of theirs, but that they only worihip God in the fire, 
and not fire as a god. That they fhould have an extraor- 
dinary veneration for the element of fire, and make choice 
rather of it, than of any of the reft, to be fymbol of the 
Divine Nature, will appear lefs extraordinary, if we con- 
fider that a never-dying fire was kept on the altars of 
burnt-ofierings at Jerufalem ; that God revealed himfelf 
to Mofes by a flame in a bufli ; and chofe to teftify his 
prefence, in the hoft of Ifrael, by a pillar of fire, which 
went before them in the night, and which appeared ovXf 
as a column of fmoke in the day. As to their veneration 
of the fun, it is founded on their belief, that he is the 
nobleft creature of the Almighty vifible to us, and that 
his throne is placed there. Nor need we wonder either 
at the miftakes of ancient writers, or at the ftorics told 
us'byfome Mahommedan authors on this head, fince it is 
very diflficult for them to obtain a true knowlege' of the re- 
ligious tenets and cuftoms of this people, becaufe they 
were forbidden by their legiflator Zoroafter, or Zerduiht, 
as appears fjom the book Oif Sad-der, to teach either their 
ancient language, or its chara£l:er to ftrangers, or to in- 
ftruA them in their religion ^. If any farther regard had 
been paid to the fun in ancient times, it would certainly 
have defcended with the other parts of their religion to 
the modern Perfians : but that it never reached them, the 

learned and judicious Dr. Hyde aflures us; for an inti- 
'• ■ . 
• Herodot. iib.i. cap. 131. k Hifl. Relig. Vet. Pcrfar. p. 90, 

c Idem, p^ 5. 
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mate friend of his being by him rcquefted to eifqoTre con- 
cerning the worfliip of Mithra (fo the Perfians call the 
fun), he accordingly afked fome of the priefts of the Per- 
fians, fettled in India, at what feafons, and with what ce* • 
remonies they adored the fun. They anfwered, that they - 
never adored the fun, or paid any fort of divine honours 
to that luminary, nor to the moon, nor to the planets ; 
but only turned themselves towards the fun, when pray- 
ing, b&caufe they looked upon it to come neareft to the 
nature of fire. The fame excellent author obferves, that 
among the precepts of Zoroafter, his difciples are dire£ted 
to pay daily to the fun certain niyaih, i. e. falutalions^ 
confifting only in words, and thofe too addreffed to 
God, without any mention of prieftifh, i. e. worftnpy by 
bowing of the body. Yet if any cuftom of this fort pre- 
vails, it ought not to be interpreted as a mark of Idolatrous 
adoration^ for the Perfian Mahommedans, who are 
zealous detefters of that impiety, and the Armenians, 
wrho dwell in Perfia, are wont to pray in like manner, the 
latter making the (ignof the crofs, and bowing profoundly 
low at the fight of the rifing fun **. To fay the truth, ado- 
ration, that is, proftrating or bowing the body, was, evea 
aanong the Hebrews, -a civil as well as religious rite \ or^ 
to fpeakmore properly, the fame word, hifhtahhavaah, 
■was «fed to^acprefs this aft of reverence, when applied to 
God or man. An eminent rabbi fays, that this, as an aft 
of devotion, was not to be performed out of the fanftuary, 
that is, out of the temple ® : it i$ forbid, by the fecond 
commandment to be paid to idols ; but, as a civil rite, the 
Jews were at liberty thus to teftify their refpeft to angels, 
and to perfonsof veyy high dignity. On the whole, there- 
fore, there can be no nnore reafon to fufpeft thofe Perfians 
of idolatry on this account, than any. other of the oriental 
nations, fince the fun is no more Chan the kibla of the 
Perfians, as the temple of Jerufalem was to the Jews, and 
that of Mecca is to the Mahommedans, who in this re- 
ipeft are io fcrupulous, that they have tables to determine 
the bearing of Mecca ', from whatever place they are in. 

As to the notions which the Perfian^ have of the fun, nt Mi- 
they are not perfeftly agreed in them ; fome believing the ^^^^ ^/ '^ 
throne of God placed there, and that it is the feat of ^'^^»' 
paradife ; others entertaining a different opinion as to gfiggf^g^fa 
paradife, but pray neverthelefs towards the fun as a fym- iUUj i 



* Hid. Relig. Vet. Perfar. p. 59 & 6. e larcbi* Levit. 

xxvu I. ' Hift. Relig. vet. Perfar. p* 95. 
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bol of the Deity, on account of its purity. It i$ farther 
certain, that the Periians nerer called Mithra a god, or 
afcribed to it any name of the Divinity ; and fo far from 
directing any petitions to him, they conftantly begin an4 
end the ejaculations pronounced before the fun» with the 
praifes of^the moft high God, to whom alone their prayers 
••^l** are addreiTed ». As to the fire before which the Peruana 
'^'^^ ' worfhip, taking that word in an Extended fenfe, they ac« 

knowlege nothing of divinity therein ; but efteeming it 
a fymbol of the Deity, they proftrate themfelves before 
it, and then, (landing up, they pray to God. Thus^ 
among the ruins of the ancient palace at Perfepolis there 
are feen many marble ftatues of kings (landing prayingp- 
%o God before the figures of the fun and fire, which are 
alfo placed on the wall before them ; only one figure is^ 
feen kneeling, with the fame fymbols before it as the reft* 
The Perfian kings, and principal perfons, were wont^ 
fometimes, to feed the facred fires with precious oils, and 
l^ich aromatics, ftyling thefe epulse ignis, or ^re* dainties ^^, 
but ftill all things done to or by fire, were performed ta 
the honour of Gods ^nd terminated folely in him ; at 
leafl, if we may credit the CQ^curring teftimonies of Per* 
^c writers yet remaining, and the Gonifaint afieverations of: 
thofe who ftill profefs this religion. 

There is yet another point, in which the Perfians are 

to be. vindicated, before we can leave the learned reader 

fatisfiedi that th^y never were idolaters. They had amohgft 

them, after the time of Zoroafter's reformation of their re»« 

ligion, certain caves, adorned not only with figures ef the 

fun, but of the planets^ and other heavenly bodies; which 

Mor any fymbolical reprefentations were call^ Mithriac figure^j and 

•therjym- ^ff^xt. afterwards introduced into other nations, where they 

JreUnt^ became obje£ls of idolatrous worfliip ; but ihey were fa* 

^iQ„j^ from being fo among the Perfians, who were a ynit kaA 

well-inftruftcd people ; fori ^i^h them, they ferved only 

as mathematical fymbols for preferving the true fyftem of 

the univerfe, to which end, and no other^ they were 

pfed, and perhaps invented by Zoroafter himfelf, as wo 

(hall hereafter have occafion to prove, when we come to 

fpeak of the life, doArines, and writings, of that celoi 

brated fage ', 

^he othir Though fire was deemed the fymbol of the Pivinity a^ 

ri^r^i h "^'^"6 the Perfians, yet the other elements were alfo highly 

ths Ptrfi/ honoured by them ; infomuch, that the Greeks> and othe^^ 

' f Hift. Relig. vet. Pcrf. cap. ^. \ Hjde^ cap. %%. p. 290. 

I Ibid. cap. 4. p. 1 1 9. 
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^firdgnerS} who knew not dieir rellgioas prindplesj galled 
"fbent worihipfiers ^f the elements y which was a flagrani 
calumny, lince all the refped they paid them* arofe from 
their conceiving thiem to be the firft feeds of all things ^ 
irherefore they ilii(fied, by esrery method poi&ble, to pre* 
fetve each of them in jto primitiye parity« On this ac-* 
^oont, they prevented, m much -as ^ey conld, the atf 
Irom beine infe^ed by ill fmelis ) and, for their officion& 
aefs on this head, rieisoda^aSy according to his ufual 
^nftom, rqprefents fbeifek «s l^elieving m air a deity# 
^ They hold/' fays he, *• the whole ocpanfc to be }«• 
piter ^. That they might» in like manner, prefenre Ch€ 
earth from impurities, fhey would not bury their dead 
fthere, but fuffered them to be devoured by birds and 
'^wild beafts, that, finding a tomb in their bowels, they 
cnight net ittfe& the air." In fine, the preferving all the 
•elements pure, was "by them eftemed an a£k of high piety^ 
and, as fucH^ meriting 4;he divine favour in this world, and 
In the world to comej jFor in all things they were great 
^fieflers'of cleanlinefs, and .iludious, in an eipecial man** 
Her, of afvoiding whatever .might pollute them. Fire and 
•water, however, were, in a peculiar manner, the objects of 
^eir care, becaufe lAirey were the .Kioft liable to be con* 
taminatod ; and hence the Greeks, miftaking the degree of 
reverence they paid them, declared them, without fcruplcj 
^wodhippers of thofe elements, and tell us formal ftories 
tof the facrifices oflered to them both. It is very true^ 
vthait kings often ^o extravagant things, and fuch as are 
4K)ntrary to the civil and religious laws of the countries . 
friiey gororn $ fo that it is not impoffible, that fome of the 
JPerfian princes nnght be guilty of what is laid to theil^ 
leharge ; but it is not likely, becaufe the Perfians univer<* 
fally held, that whoever wilfully poUuted either fire or 
'water, deferved death in this world, and everlafting pu# 
^ifiiment in that which was to come; and that whoever 
ehrew the bones of dead creatures into waters, were cer/» 
tarnly dandled. For thefe reafons, the magi, wherever thepwrhj' 
;they were, took care to have all the waters in their neigh<-' ^vim 
bourhood watched, affigoing them keepers, wfaofe Sle 'w^ih tkij 
office it was, to look carefully to this matter, and to fee Jrj^XT'' 
^hat no filth was thrown or dropped into them ) and for ^^^,^^ 
ithis employment they had ftated, and well fettled fala- 
^ea : for, abhorring, as they did, to reprefent the AU 



k Hyde, cap. 3. FHerbelot, art. Balkhe* Utrodot. lib. L 
<ap. 131. 
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mighty Lord of heaven and earth by artificial images of 
(lone or metal) they chofe to preferve fire and water in 
their utmoft purity, that they might ferve as fymbols of 
the divine Nature^ and remind them of the infinite pu- 
rity of God. , As they held the miniftration of angels, 
fo they be^eved, tliat one of thefe celeilial guards was ap- 
pointed to watch over the waters in general. This angel 
they called Ardifur, or Arduifur, for whom a particular 
niyaifht or falutation was prefcribed ; the title of which, 
in their ancient books, runs thus, *^ Hymn to Ardifur, 
for the benefits received from the fea, rivers, wells, and 
fountains.'' In this hymn, they praifed him for taking 
care of all thofe places, and prayed that he might con- 
tinue to do fo, returning Gk>d thanks for the various ufes 
made of water, and the mighty advantages refulting to 
mankind from his wife diftribution of It throughout the 
earth. They were of opinion, that, in paradife, fuch 
people were peculiarly blefled, as had been cautious of de- 
filing water, and had, in this refpe£i, preferved a refpeft 
. for that element, during their lives ; for which caufe, they 
recommended the care of this element, as well as fire, to 
their women, that is, their private fires, and the water 
ufed in their houfes : for it does not appear that they ever 
admitted women to minifter in religious matters, except 
in the myfteries of Venus ; which, as wp obferved before, 
was a herefy, and as fuch detefted by the orthodox ma- 
gians. This love to purity, and efpecial regard to water^ 
may (land fufficiently juftified by the pra£lice of the Jews* 
ana the precepts in their law for corporal purification, a& 
well as by the great advantage of preferving ples^nlinefs in 
thofe hot climates; efpecially if we confider, that, in 
waihing the hands, &c. and putting on the garments, diey 
were bound to ufe folemn forms of prayer, as indeed there 
were fet ejaculations to be ufed in the mod ordinary ac- 
tions of human life '. 
Thilr With refpeft to the ufe they made of fire in their na- 

prt^s, tional religion, the priefts, who attended it, by no means 
defcrved the appellation of ignarii facerdotes, i. e. fire-" 
prUJis ; for they were truly facerdotes Dei, priefis of the 
j/mightji who, though like the Jewifh priefts, they waited 
on and took care to prefer vq. the facred fire from being ex- 
tinguifhed, were far from making this their only duty ; 
for thi^fe, as well as, thofe, read every day public prayers, 
and performed other facerdotal offices, as we Ihall hereafter 

'Hyde, cap. 6. p. 137, 
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defcribe more largely : yet fuch has been the hard fate of 
thofe . people^ that, becaufe their principles were not 
Iuiown» and their ceremonies ill underftood, they have 
been branded with the name of ateih-pereft) i.e./ir/- 
worjhippers : fo dangerous a thing it is to carry to any ex* 
cefs even innocent ceremonies. They never confefled 
their fins to any but to God, nor befought a rem]fIio£M)f 
them from any but from him j yet they inclined to per* 
form thefe puolic a£ls of devotion before* the fymbol of 
the Deity, that is, before fire, or before the fun, as the 
witnefs of their a£l:ions« In like manner, the Jews con- 
fefled their fins to God in the temple, the fire flaming on 
the altar near them ; fo that there was nothing of idolatry 
in this, though it might not be altogether free from fu- 
perftition. 

In the mofl: ancient times the Per Cans, had no temples Tkiir&9<^ 
at all, but jreared altars, whereon they preferved their fa-* rta, or 
cred fires, on the tops of mountains, and other folitary UmpUs. 
places"'. It was Zoroaflier who perfuaded them, for the 
iake of preferving thefe 4res more conveniently, to ereA 
over each a pyreum, or fin-'itmpU ; but this had no rela- 
tion to Mythra, or the fun^ towards whom they could 
better teftiiy their refpe£i; in the open air : neitiier did it 
fubvert their ancient principles, that the Lord of the uni- 
verfe ought not to be enclofed within walls ; for their 
Pyrea did not circumfcribe what they efteemed an image 
or femblance of the Divinity \ but only the fymbol of his 
purity, and, as it were, a ihadow of his nature. The 
overturning therefore of the Greek temples by Xerxes, 
was perfeftly confiftent with their reverence for fire, and 
refpect; for the fun. Of this, though many Greek and 
oriental writers were entirely ignorant, and were confe- 
quently prone to mifreprefent them, yet authors of great 
candour, and more extenfive knowlege have readily af- 
fented to it, and teftified, to the,honour of the Periians, 
that they worfliipped only one God, without reprefenting 
him by any image or pifture whatfoever ". 

The Perfians, in early times, acknowleged one eternal Their «•- 
and omnipotent Being, the Creator and Preferver of all tions of 
things : him they called Yezad, Izad, or Izud j alfo Or- ^^^f,fJl^^ 
muzd, Hormuz, or Hormizda : joining > this with the ^'*" '^"^'^ 
modern name, they fay, Hormizda Choda, OSupreme God. 
They acknowleged alfo an evil-created being, whom they 

nHerodot. lib, i. cap. ijt. > SbarhiHan, &c. apud Hyde, 

^ap, iiL p. 105. 
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ftyled Ahariman, Ahreman, or Afariman, and, in rei{^ 
Ahrimanan, which fignifies among thcnij the devil. Td 
fliew their deteftation of this wicked being, his name in 
the ancient Per6an books, was thus written, *ucmuei|y 
fo intimate, that, as he was the implacable, and perpetual 
<iicmy of mankind, they maintained an everlaftingcnmitvi 
againn him and all his woriLs* The modem Perfians call 
die deyil div ■• 

Some have afierted, that th6 ancient Perfians held a co« 
eternity of thefe two principles; but writers, better ac- 
quainted with the true tenets of this nation, a(jree, that 
Ahriman was created out of darknefs, and that Oromaf* 
des firft fubfifted alone ; that by him the light and dark* 
aefs were created; that in the compofition of this world, 
good and evil are mixed together, and fo (hall conMue xo 
die end of all things, when each fliall be feparated and 
reduced to its own fpbere* Plutarch, who was a Tcry in* 
genious and tnquifitiye man, hath given us a long aceount 
of the doAzines of Zoroafter, very conformable to what 
has been already faid, and agreeing perfedly welt wills 
she religion of the anciei^ patriarchs, except in « few 
ftrokes of fable, either inferted by the mifiake of the re-> 
porter of that abftradl, or iny^nted by Zerdiifht, to - ac* 
eonnt for thofe things whidt furpafs human unckrftatid^ 
ing ^ Some have endeainmred to account for the origin 
of the prince of darkheis thus: Oromafdes, faytbev, faid 
once within his mind, how Ihall my power appear, i^ther^ 
be nothing to oppoie me? This reile£lion called Ahri« 
OJOoSts man into being, who thence forward oppofed ^U th$ de^*!' 
^jf^^'^ figns of God; and thereby, in fpitc of himfelf, contributes^ 
^^2^2J'i^ ^ ^^^ glory of God* The fouls of men, according to^ 
ihem, were at firft unbodied fpirits ; but the Almighty,' 
refolving to make ufe of them in warring againft Ahri^ 
man, cloathed them with fle(h, promifing them that the' 
light fliould never forfake them, until Ahriman and all hi^ 
fervants were fubdued ; after which the refurreSion of the- 
dead is to follow, with the feparation of the light from 
the darknefs, and the coming of the kingdom of peace. 
To fay the truth, the notions they have of the beginning 
of all things, the ftate of our firft parents, the attempts 
made on them by the prince of darknefs, the laft judge- 
ment, the falvation of the good, and the puniihment of 
the bad, differ very little from what is delivered to us in 

• Hyde, cap, ii, p. i«» f Plotarch d« litde Sc 
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ftcinptitfe on thefe heads; onljr they hare a losg account 

of the war between God and the author of evil, wfaichf 

they fay, ended in a complete vi£lory gained over the iat^ 

ieX<f and his adherents, who were conftrained to furrender 

at difcretion ; that the Almighty did not annihilate his 

enemies, becaufe, without oppofition, his attributes could 

not have appeared with fuch luftre as they now do ; that 

Ae world had fubfifted three thoufand years before this ^^^ ^^ 

decifive battle, the whole of its duration being fixed to ^'""^'^ 

twelve thoufand : that, after this defeat, God, by holding 

up three fingers, gave the evil one leave to choofe which 

three thoufand years, of the nine thoufand yet to come^ 

ke would choofe to take, wherein to trouble and vex man^'^ 

kind; whereupon he choofe the middlemoft. Before, fay 

they, this power was given to Abriman, man lived in a 

fiate of innocence; but, fince his fall, war and all other 

evils have been introduced ; thefe, howevcr,fhall, in time 

pafs away, and man live again, for a certain fpace, in 

peace and glory. They place the day of judgement at 

the end of twelve thoufand years: and as to the damned^ 

they affert, that they Ihall be puniflied according to the 

iMeinoufnefs of their crimes, two angels being appointed 

to be the infpeAors of their fufierings. At laft, however^ 

even thefe are to be pardoned; but, never to be admitted 

to the joys of the blefled, but remain in a certain place by 

themfehres, and w^ar in their foreheads a black mark, as 

z badge of that ftate, from whence, through the mercy of 

God they were freed^. 

The point on which the Perfians differ moft from us, 0/ its en* 
is the manner of God's creating the world, which, they ^''*** 
fay, happened not in fix days, but in fix feafons, each 
ieafoii containing many days; the firft of thefe they ftyle 
^idyuzeram, containing forty-two days; in this, fay they, 
the heavens were created, with all things belonging to 
them: the fecond they ftyle Mid-Yufliam, containing 
^xty days, wherein the waters were created : the third 
as by them named Pitifhahim, including feventy-five 
days; in this the«eaft^ was made: the fourth they calU 
cd lyaferam, including thirty days, wherein were 
made the trees : the fifth goes under the name of Midi* 
Yarim, containing eighty days, in which all living crea« 
tures. 'received being:} the kft they ftyle Hamefpitami* 
(dim, comprehending Seventy-five days, wherein was made 
man ^. 

p Hyde cap, 9, i Lord*s Religion of the Ferfees^ ch. viii. 
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Their etrf It is now time for us to fpeak of the religious rites and 
*T;'' '^^ ceremonies of the Perfians, ancient and modem. They 
/^^/rrwor- \^^^q ^ regular clergy, and are very zealous in aflerting an 
^^* uninterrupted fucceffion of perfons inftruded in their fa- 

cred myfteries, from the time of Zerduflit to this day. 
Their ordinary priefts are obliged to live according to cer-» 
tain rules, much more fevere than thofe given to the laity. 
Their high-priefts were under ftill driver obligations ; 
and all of them were bound to difcharge their facerdotal 
offices with mighty exa^inefs and devotion '• As to their 
public worfhip, it was, and is ftill thus performed : in 
every pyreum, or fire-temple, there ftood an altar, on 
which burnt the facred fire, which was always kept alive 
by the prieft : when the people afTembled, in order to their 
devbtionSi the prieft put on a white habit and a mitre, with 
/ a gauze or cloth paffing before his mouth, that he might 
not breathe on the holy element : thus he read certain 
prayers out of the liturgy, which he held in one hand^ 
fpeaking very foftly, and in a whifpering fort of tone, 
holding in his left band certain fmall twigs of a facred 
tree, which as foon as the fervice was over he threw into 
the fire. At thefe times all who were prefent put up their 
prayers to God, for fuch things as they ftood in need of; 
atid when prayers were finlftied, the prieft and pei^le 
withdrew filently, and with all othdr tokens of awnil ref-* 
pe£t. All thefe rites are ftill obferved ; but, to prevent, 
as far as poffible, the people from falling into idolatry^ 
the prieft now informs them, when they are going from 
their devotions, of the reafons why they worfliip before 
the fire, and all the obligations they are under to treat it 
with reverence. This exhortation runs ufually in thefe 
words : " Forafmuch as fire was delivered to Zerduflit by 
the Almighty, as the fymbol of his Majefty ; wherefore it 
was required, that we fhould efteem it holy, and refpe<^ it 
as an emanation from the fountain of light ; and that we 
love all things which refemble \U efpecially the fun and 
moon, the two great witnefies of God, the fight of which 
ihould put us in mind of his omnifciejnce ; therefore let 
us, without fuperftition, keep the command given us, 
ever more praifing God for the great ufefulnefs of this 
element; and befeeching him to make us always bear in 
mind the obligations we are under to do our duty towards 
him ; which is as necefTary to the health and happinefs of 

' Lord's Acco;unt of the Perfun Religion. 
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the foul, as light and fire are to the eafe and welfare of 
the body '(A).- ^j^^y 

• Beaachamp^t Eflays on Important Subjects, ieft. iiL 
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(A) Among the ancient ma- 
gi there were three degrees of 
priefts, ordinary priefls, over- 
feers of thefe, and an archi- 
magus, like our archbilhop, 
or rather a metropolitan, who 
was acknowleged as the fuc- 
cefTor of Zoroafter, and deem- 
ed the fupreme head of their 
church. Thefe, in the old 
Perfian language, were flyled 
rough, i. e. magus; mubad, 
uer/uperitttendant \ and mubad, 
roubadan, or high prieft* Liord 
in his Account of the Religion 
of the Periians, calls them by 
other names, viz. daroos, her- 
boods, and diflecoos ; the laft 
he makes equivalent to mu- 
bad mubadan, and fays, there 
is never more than one chief 
of the clergy of the Perfees at 
a time. As to the duty of their 
priefls, the fame writer tells us, 
that it was comprifed in the 
eleven following rules, !• The 
obferving the rites prefcribed 
in the liturgy of Zoroafter, be- 
caule God is bed pleafed with 
that form of prayer which he 
h^s prefcribed. 2. To keep 
his eyes from coveting what is 
another's ; for God having gi- 
ven to every man what feems 
meet for him in his eyes, to 
defire that which is another's, 
is not only Shewing a diflike of 
God's provijdence, but is like- 
wife affronting him, by chal- 
lenging that for our due, which 
he hath denied us. 3. To have 
a care always to fpeak the 
truth ; for all truth cometh 
from God, all lies from the 
devil I all priefts therefore 



(hould fpeak truth, becaufe 
they are the fervants of the 
God of truth, and as fuch are 
credited in what they fay. 4* 
To keep clofe to his bufinefs, 
and not meddle with worldly 
matters ; for it belongs to the 
layman to fee that the prieft 
wants for nothing that is ne- 
ceffary, and to th^ priefl: not 
to defire any thing that is fu- 
perfiuous. c. To get the book 
of the law by heart, that he • 
may be always able to inflru6t 
the poor layman, and that he 
may fee juft caufe to reverence 
his prieft. 6. Tokeep himfelf 
pure and undefiled,becaufeGod 
loves the pure and undefiled; 
and this way only one man can 
excel another. 7. To be ready 
to forgive all injuries, (hewing 
himfelf a pattern of meeknefs, 
that he may be thought one 
come from God ; for we of- 
fend God every day, yet he 
giveth us things that are good, 
though we deferve that he 
ihould pour on us evil for evih 
8. To teach the common peo- 
ple to pray according to the 
law ; to go and pray with them 
for public benefits, when they 
deiire it, and to perform con- 
{^antly the known duties of his 
fun6tion. 9. To give licence 
for marriage to join the man 
and woman together ; and to 
take care that parents do not 
marry their children without 
his approbation, i o. To fpend 
the greateft part of his time in 
tht temple, that he may be 
ready to aflift all who come to 
him| becaufe thereto Gtki hath 
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lifiivah. They keep yearly fix feftivals, each of five days ebnd* 
nuance^ in memory of the fix feafons in which all things 
were created : after each of thefe feafts^ they keep a fall 
of five days, in memory of God's refting five days, as they 
believe, at each of thefe feafons. As often as they eat 
either fleih, fowl, or fifh, they carry a fmall part of it to 
the temple, as an offering to God, befeeching him that he 
would pardon them for taking away the lives of his crea- 
tures, in order to their fubfiftence. They have none of 
thofe whimfical notions relating to cleannefs or unclean- 
nefs in meats, which expofe fome religions to ridicule » 
but as they are a very complaifant as well as^ inoflTenr 
ftve people, they abftain from fwine's flefli, and the 
Jlefli of kine, that they may neither offend the Ma«* 
hommedans, nor ,the Banians, among whom they are 
obliged to live : they eat alone, for the fake of purity 
* and cleanlinefs ; they likewife drink every man out of his 
own cup *. 
BdutatioM When their children are initiated into their religion, 
^ikiUnn. they fend for a prieft; and this ftep is ufually taken as 
foon as the child is born. The prieft calculates its nati- 
vity ; afterwards he afks what name is to be given it. This 
being agreed on by the father and its relations, the prieft 
telleth it to its mother, who then fays, ** my child is 
called fo or fo ; with which the ceremony ends at that 
time* The child is afterwards carried to the pyreum, 
where the prieft firft pours fo'me water into the rind of z 
holy tree, and thence into the mouth of the child, befeech- 
ing God to cleanfe the tender infant from whatever feeds 
of corruption it may have received from its father, and 
from the impurities derived from the mother. At feven 
years of age the child is confirmed ; the prieft teaches him 
ibme prayers, and inftrufts hjim in the firft principles of 
religion. Thefe are repeated daily> wntil he is well ac-^ 
quainted with the articles of his faith: then he is per«> 
mitted to pray for the firft time before the holy fire; after 
which prayer the prieft gives him water to drink, and a 
pomegranate leaf to chew; he caufes the lad to wafh his 
body with clean water; then puts on a linen cafibck next 
his ikin, which defcends below his waift^ and is girt with 

t Lord*s Religioji 6f the Perfians, p. 40. Hyde. Relig. vet. 
Perf. cap. 29. 

aj^inted him. 11. To be- things nor to take .any thing 

lieve no other law than that from it, becaufe to this e^ 

^ven by 2Urduihtj to add ao« k wa^ r.erc4^ 
* , . a girdk 
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% girdle of camel's hair, woven by the pried's own handU 
iLfter thefe ceremonies^ the prieft blefles him, bids him 
be a true Perfee all the days of his life, to beware of fall- 
ing into idolatry, or breaking any of the precepts giVeo 
l>yZerduiht"{B). 

Of their marriages^ we are told by a very intelligeilt J&rr^smi 
author, that they have five forts : firft, that of childrea 

« Lord*8 Religion of the Perfect, p» t^%* Hyde Relig. vet, 
Perf. cap, 34. 



(B) Ac to the high-pried, 
he, over and above the duties 
enjoined the prieits in general, 
k defired to obferve eke foi« 
lowing thirteen precepts: i. 
He muft take care not to pol- 
lute hlmfelf in any manner, 
becaufe God ^th choien him 
to be holy. 2. In order to do 
riiis, he muft do all things for 
himfelf, to prcferve himfelf 
from being contaminated by 
die nncleannefs of others; as 
aUb to (hew his humility in {o 
\AA a ftation. 5. He is to 
sake the layman's tythe, i. e* 
the tenth ot all that he has, but 
sot to his own ufe ; for he is 
to conlider himfelf as the al- 
moner of God, who makes ufe 
of bim only to difpenie to the 
poor the tribute paid by the 
rich« 4. That this may ap- 
pear to be fairly done, he muft 
avoid all pomp and foperfluity, 
and, at the yearns end, muft 

five away the lail £irthing, 
nee his revenue is fettled, and 
always paid with good will. 5* 
His houfe mufl be near the 
temple, and he mud give a 
good example to his flock, by 
Saying much at home, and by 
giving himfelf up to prayer. 
6. As in his public, fo in his 
private life, he muft be ex- 
tremely frugal and temperate 



m alt things* 7* He muft not 
only be acquainted with the 
law, but with all the fciences ^ 
feeing he is to inflrufi all others 
of his religion, clergy and laity* 
8. He muil obferve low diet, 
becauie hieh eating, or ftrong 
liquors, diiiurb the Acuities o? 
the mind, and difcompofe that 
ferenity of difpofition, which 
(hould be always found in the 
man of God. 9. Hemuftfear 
only Grod, and hate nothing 
but fin. io«' As he is fupreme 
in all (piritual caufes, he muft 
leprove finners without any rci* 
gard 10. their rank'; and they 
muft hear him patiently, fince 
he fpeaks not in his own caule^ 
but God^s. 1 1. He muH above 
all things ftudy to diftinguifh 
truth from error. \i. Though 
in confequence of his high of- 
fice, he may, for his confola- 
tion, receive vifions and other 
manifeilations from God, yet 
he is not to publifh them ; tor 
that would but confound the 
people, who are to adhere to 
the written law. 1 3 He muH 
preferve the ever-living fire, 
brought by Zerduflit from 
heaven, that it may endure 
through all ages, till the world 
(hall be deftroyed by that ele- 
ment (i). 
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in their minority ; fccondly, that of widowers with a 
fecond "wife \ thirdly, of fuch perfons as marry by their 
own choice ; fourthly, the marriage of the dead, which 
is oceafioned by an opintoa they have entertained, that 
married people are peculiarly happy in the other worlds 
wherefore, when a young perfon dies in celibacy, they 
liire one to be married to him, or to her, which cremony 
is performed a little after the burial \ the laft kind of mar- 
riage is where a perfon adopts either a fon or a daughter, 
and then gives him or her in marriage ; which is alfo 
jfbunded on a religious opinion, that all men ought to 
leave heirs behind them, either natural or adopted. As 
to the ceremonies made ufe of on this occafion, they are 
very fingular, but, at the fame time, have nothing in 
them wild or irrational : the parties defigning to contra^ 
matrimony are feated together on a bed, about midnight ^ 
oppofite to them ftand two prieits, one for the man, the 
other for the ,woman, holding rice in their hands, to in- 
timate the fruitfulnefs they wifli the new married couple \ 
on each hand of the priefts ftand the relations of the 
bride and bridegroom. Things being in this fituation, the 
bridegroom's prieft lays his fore-finger on the woman's 
forehead,, and fays, ^^ Wilt thou have this man to be thy 
wedded hufband ?" The woman aflenting, her prieft lays 
his fore-finger on the man's forehead, and afks the like 
queftion ; which being anfwered in the affirmative, the 
parties then join hands : the man promifes that he will 

f)rovide her a fuitable maintainance ; the woman acknow- 
eges that all flie has is his : the priefts then fcatter rice 
over them, wiihing that they may be fruitful, and bc- 
feechiiig God, that they may have many fons and daugh- 
ters, that they may live in unity of mind, and arrive at a 
sood old agCi in pofieftion of*^ all the joys of wedlock* 
J'he ceremony being performed, the woman's parents pay 
the dowry, and a fcaft of eight days is kept in honour of 
the marriage *. 
f*rtr htt" As to their burials, two things are remarkable ; firft, 
^'^^* the place ; fecondly the manner. Firft, as to the place, 

they have a round tower ere£ked, on the top of which 
the bodies of the dead are laid, to be devoured by the 
fowls of the air : fome affirm, that they have feparate 
towers for the good and for the bad ; others allege that 
men, women, and children, are placed on feveral towers. 
The reafon of thus expofing them we have elfewhefe given, 

s Ix>rd*i Religion of the Perfees, p. 4!, 
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VIZ. the prcferving the elements pur^j for they con- 
ceive, that by not. interring the dead, they avoid pollut- 
ing the earth, and by leaving the corpfe unprotedled from 
birds of prey, they provide in fome meafure againft the 
infection of the air. However, thiscuftom was anciently 
efteemed fo barbarous by other nations, that of one of the 
* apologifts for the Chriilian faith, fpeaking of the good 
efie£l$ it had on nien's lAinds, in reforming them from 
brutal and wicked habits, mentions this exprefly, that the 
Perfians, fince they had received the Chriftian doftrines, 
no more expofed the bodies of their dead, but, afforded 
th^m a decent burial. Before we part with this iiibje£^, 
it may not be amifs to obferve what is pradlifed among 
them, when a man is on his death-bed : a prieft is in 
fuch a cafe always fent for ; and he drawing near the . 
bed, praycth thus, in the ear of the fick man : ** O al- 
mighty liord, thou haft commanded we fhould not offend 
thee, this man hath offended ; thou haft ordained that we 
fliould do good, yet this man hath done evil ; thou haft 
required that we fhould duly and exaftly worfhip thee, 
which however this man hatn rieglefted. Now, O mer- 
ciful God, at the hour of death forgive him his offences, 
bis mifdeeds,.and his neglefts, and receive him to thy- 
felf ! ** When he is dead, the prieft cdmes not near him ; 
but the corpfe is put on an iron bier, and carried to the 
place of interment, the bearers being forbid to fpeak as 
they go along, out of decency, and alfo becaufe in the 
grave there is an unbroken filence : the dead body being 
placed on the tower, the prieft ftanding at a diftance, per- . 
fbrmeth the funeral ferviccj which he concludes thus; 
" This our brother, while he lived, confifted of the four 
elements, now he is dead, let each take his own ; earth 
to earth, air to air, water to water, fire to fire.'* Thcy^ 
fuppofe that the fpirit wanders for three days, after its 
departure from the body, and is in that fpace purfued and 
tormented by the devil, till it is able to reach their facred 
lire, which he dare not approach. They therefore pray 
morning, noon, and night, for the foul of their deceafed 
brother, during thefe three days, befeeching God to blot 
out his fins, and to cancel all his offences : on the fourth 
day, fuppofmg his fate to be decided, they make a great 
feafl ; which clofes the ceremonies ufed on this occafion **• 

c Theodor. de curand. Graec. AfFe6tib. Serm. ix. de Legib. p* 
izS. A Lord*s Religion of the Perfees, pi 49* 
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SECT. IV. 

97?^ Rdgns of the Kings of Terfta. 

TheJIate of A S we know but very little of the ftate of Perfia before 
Per/ta be- -O^ Cyrus's time, we fliall not pretend to give an ac- 
Jore Cyrus^ count of the kings who preceded that prince. We have 
already (hewn, that Elam, or Perfia, was governed in the 
earlieft times by its own kings, and thofe very powerful. 
Chedorlaomer, the firft king of Elam mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, extended his conquefts over many provinces of Afia; 
for Bera king of Sodom, Birlha king of Gomorrah, Shi- 
nab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboim, and the 
king of Bela or Zoar, were his tributaries *. Thefe five 
princes lived twelve years in fubjef^ion to Chedorlaomer \ 
but, in the thirteenth, uniting their forces, made an at- 
tempt towards the recovery of their former liberty. The 
king of Elam no fooner heard that they were in arms, 
than entering into an alliance with Amraphel king of Shi- 
nar, Arioch king of Ellafar, and Tidal king of Nations, he 
marched out againft them ; and, having firft reduced the 
Rephaims, the Zuzims, the Emims, the Hbrites, the 
Amalekites, and the Amorites of Hazezontamar, at laft 
he fell upon the revolters, put their army to the rout, 
killed the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah ; and, having 
pillaged their cities, marched back towards Elam, loaded 
with the fpoils of the conquered nations. Lot, who af- 
Cfted the Sodomites, had the misfortune to be taken pri- 
foner upon this occafion j and would have been carried 
into captivity, had he, not been timely refcued by Abra- 
ham, who purfiiing the. enemy with a fmall body of 
chofen men,. came up with them at Dan, the fifth day after 
their viftory, put them to flight, and rctured in triumph 
with his brother's fon and all his family, redeemed from 
the infults of a viftorious foe. By this overthrow Chedor- 
laomer loft the fovereignty of the Pentapolis, but retain- 
ed his other conquefts, which were very conGderable. 
From the reign of this prince to that of Cyrus, we know 
nothing to be relied on, but what we have already hinted 
at in the hiftory of the Medes ; viz. that the Elamites 
were a great and powerful nation ; thatthey were in all 
likelihood fubdued by the AlTyrians, but afterwards re- 
covered their ancient liberty, and were governed by 

t Gen. xiVf ^ & Jofcph, Ant* lib. i. cap. lo. 
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princes of their own nation, till the fixth year of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, when they were again brought under fub- 
je<9ion by that great warrior, and his ally Cyaxares king 
t»iF Media. While they lived in fubje£tion to the Affy- 
rians, Medes, and Babylonians, the throne was ftill filled 
with natives of Perfia, though tributaries to thofe greater . 
powers. The only great family we find upon record, is 
that of Achxmenes, which muft have been very confpi- 
cuous, fince Xerxes, when at the height of his glory, 
was proud to derive from thence his pedigree, which he 
docs in the following manner ^ 

Achaemenes, Teipfes, Hyftafpes, 

Cambyfes, AriaramneS| Darius, 

Cyrus, Arfames, Xerxes. 

Of this great family theire were two branches: from the 
firft was defcended Cyrus the. Great, whofe iflue male 
failed in his two fons Cambyfes and 8merdis. Some 
place his anceftors in the following manner ^ : 

Perfes, Cyrus, Cambyfes, 

Achaemenes, Cambyfes^ Smerdis. 

Darius, * Cyrus the Great, 

They will have Perfes, of whom it is faid, Perfia bor- 
rowed its name, to be the firft of this family that reigned 
in Perfia. "We are told that Achaemenes was nurfed by > 
an eagle ^ : and of this fabulous eagle the no lefs fabulous 
wolf of Romulus was, perhaps, a tran^fcript* Darius, is 
mentioned by the fcholiaft of Ariftophanes * ; and fup- 
pofed by fom^ to have coined the famous Darics, or fta- 
teres Darici. Cyrus had two children, Cambyfes and . 
Atofla : this laft married Pharnaces king of Cappadocia V 
and Cambyfes took to wife Mandane the fo much cele- 
brated daughter ofAftyages king of Media, by whom he 
had Cyrus the Great. But as nothing occurs worthy of 
notice, efpecially that we can depend upon in the hiftory 
of the Perfian kings before Cyriis, we ftiall proceed, with- 
out dwelling on fo dark and barren a fubjeA, to the reign 
of that great and glorious prince. 

The name of Cyrus is equally famous in facred and Cyrus. 
profane hiftory : in the latter, his valour and conquefts 
have rendered his memory immortal, as has, in the former, 
his kind treatment of the captive Hebrews, whom he re- 
ftored to their ancient ftate, country, and temple. Pro- 

f Hcrodot. lib. vii. cap. ii. e Reinecc. Hift. Jul. p. 37. 

k JE\\m\ de Animal. lib. xii. cap. %%» ^ Scholiaft, Arif- 
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The Hijlory of the Perjtam. 

phane hiftorians are at no fmall variance with each other 
touching the birth of this prince, his education, anct ac- 
ceflion to the crown. Herodotus and Xenophon are the 
only two original authors, as we may call them, whom we 
can quote and follow in what relates to the life and ex- 
ploits of this prince ; for other writers have copied after 
them, fome adopting the accounts of one and fome of the 
other : they are both very minute in their relations, and 
agree in fome particulars, but widely differ in others. We 
Ihall in the firft place hear Herodotus, the father of hif- 
tory, as Tully calls him ; but, whether his accounts be 
genuine, or rather interwoven, and feafoned to the Greek 
tafte, with feveral fabulous and furprifing incidents, ift 
what we fhall have occafion to examine afterward»v . 

Aftyages, the laft king of the Medea, being warned by 
a dream, that the fon who was to be born of his daughter 
Mandane, (hould one day be lord of sill Afia> refohred to 
marry her, hot to a Mede, vforthy of her bed, but to » 
Perfian 5 and accordingly chofe one Cambyfcs, fprung; 
from an ancient family, but of a peaceable difpofition^ 
and, as he thought, inferior in rank to a Mede, even ef a 
middling condition. . A year after they were married, 
' Aftyages was frightened with another dream, portending 
a-new, according to the interpretation of the magi, the 
empire of Afia to his grandfon (C). Hereupon Aftyages. 
fent for his daughter, then pregnant; and, upon her 
arrival in Media, put her under a guard, determined to 
deftroy the child fhe fhould be delivered of; for the magi 
had affured him that.the iflue of his daughter was to filk 
his throne. Mandane, not long after her confinement, 
was brought to bed of a fon, whom Aftyages delivered to 
Harpagus, enjoining him, as he tendered his own life, to 
take the new-born fon of Mandane, and difpafch him 
with his own hands, in what manner he fhould think fit* 
Harpagus promifed to put the king's order in execution y, 
and having received from the guards the infant, richly 
dreffed, went home under great concern, to fee himfelf 
employed in fo hateful and inhuman an office: he ac- 
quainted his wife with what had paffed between Aftyages 

(C) His firft dream was, but overflowed all Afia. In 

that his daughter Mandane had the other he faw a vine (hoot- 

• voided fo great a quantity of ing from the womb of his 

water, as not only filled the daughter, and extending ,its 

metropolis of the kingdom, , branches oyer all Afia ( 1 ) . 



(1) Herodot. lib. i. cap. xo/. 
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«nd himfelf ; and refolved not to execute the fentence with 
his own hands, but to transfer his charge to another. With 
this defign he immediately fent for one of the king's herdf- 
men, who kept his cattle in paftures, lying at the foot of 
certain mountains on the north of Ecbatan, towards the 
Cafpian Sea: the herdixnan's name was Mithridates, and 
his wife's Spaco^ in the language of the Medes, which 
Signifies a hitch, and anfwers to her Greek name Cyno. 
Mithridates^ without delay, waited upon Harpagus, who 
commanded him, in the king's name, to take the infant, 
and cxpofe it in the moft -dangerous and abandoned part 
«of the mountains, upon paiji of dying in the moft cxqui- 
tfite tortures that could be invented : he added, that the 
king had charged him to fee his orders put in execution. 
'The herdfmannot daring to mak'C any remonftrance againft 
the- king's command, returned with the child to his cot- 
atage, where he found his wife juft delivered of a fon. 
During her hufband's abfence, flie had been in great 
trouble and perplexity, on account of the meffage from 
JIarpagus, who had never before fent for him ; fo that he 
no fooner fet his foot within the door, than (lie afked him 
in great furprize, why Harpagus had fent for him in fuch 
iiafte. He told her he had been in the city, where he had 
heard and feen fuch things as grieved him beyond ex- 
jpreffion ; that when he arrived, the houfe of Harpagus 
was all in tears ; and that, as he went in, he was llruck 
with horror at the fight of an infant, dreffed in gold and 
the richeft colours, panting and crying on the floor; 
that Harpagus had commanded him to carry away this 
child, and expofe it on the mountains to the mercy of the 
-wild beafts, upon pain of incurring the king's difpleafure, 
and undergoing the fevereft punilhments that could be in- 
fli£):ed ; that, at firft, he had fuppofcd the unhappy in- 
fant to belong to the family of Harpaigus ; but that he 
tiad been afterwards informed by the fervant that attended 
him out of the city, and delivered the babe into his hands, 
that it was born oi Mandane the king's daughter, and was 
fon to Cambyfes of Perfia ; and that Aftyages had com- 
manded it fliould be put to death *^. 

Having thus fpoken, he difclofed the child to his wife j Cyrus pn- 
who no fooner Taw it, but, being ravilhed with the inno- fi^'ved and 
cent fmiles of the infant, Ihe embraced her hufband, and V^^^ ^* ^ 
with many tears intreated him not to execute the order he ^^^^^^ ' 
ihad received. But he reprefenting the abfolute neceflity 

k JFierodot^ lib. i. cap. 107, & Teq. 
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of obeying, or forfeiting his own life, Cncc the fpies of 
Harpagus would, certainly keep a watchful eye over 
him, and fee whether he performed what had been fo 
ftriftly enjoined him, fhe fuggefted to him, to take their 
pwn child, that was ftiil-born, to expofe it inftead of 
the other, and bring up the fon of Mandane, as their own ; 
for, " by that expedient," faidflie, "we {hall fufficiently 
confult our own fafety, without injuring others ; the 
dead child will be honoured with a royal fepulchre, 
and the furviving infant be preferved from an untimely 
death K 

Mithridates approved of this propofal, and delivering 
the infant he was charged to dcftroy, into his wife's hand, 
dreffed the dead child in the rich apparel of the living ; 
and carried it in the fame bafket in which he had brought 
the other, to the moft unfrequented part of the moun- 
tains. Three days after, he acquainted Harpagus, that if 
he pleafed, he could fhew him the body of the dead in- 
fant ; and he accordingly difpatched feme of his friends, 
in whom he moft confided, to fee that the fentence had 
been put in execution, and to inter the royal infant. 
Thus was Cyrus (for fo was the infant afterwards called) 
delivered from the fnares of his grandfather, and educated 
by the herdfman's wife as her own". 
Giva When he attained to the age of ten years, as he was one 

marks of day playing in the paftures with other children, he was 
Ms royal chofen king by his companion^ ; and having, in virtue of 
JP*^^^* that dignity, diftinguiflied them into feveral orders and 

clafles, the fon of Artembares, a lord of eminent dignity 
among the Medes, who was one of his companions in the 
play, refufed to obey his orders : whereupon Cyrus com- 
manded him to be immediately feizcd, and \yhipped very 
feverely. The boy, with many tears, complained to his 
father of what he had fuffered from the herdfman's fon ; 
and the father, highly refenting the afFfont, haflened with 
bis fon to the king's palace ; and fhewing that prince in 
what a cruel and ignominious manner his child had been 
abufed by the fon of a Have, intreated him to avenge, by 
fome very exemplary puniflmient, the indignity offered to 
him and his family. Aftyages promifed to give him full 
fatisfadiion ; and commandine both the herdfman and his 
• fon to be brought before him, afked Cyrus, how he, who 
was the fon of fo mean a man, had dared to abufe the child 

1 Herodot. lil^. i. cap. io7> & fe^. ^ Herodot, lib. i, 

cap. 1 14., 

of 



fhe Htflory of the Perjtans. ' 1 03 

t)f one of the chief lords of the kingdom. Cyrus replied, 
that he had done no more than he had a right to do 5 for 
the boys of the neighbourhood having chofen him their 
fcmgy becaufe they thought him themoft worthy of that 
dignity, they fubmitted to what he, in virtue of that charac- 
ter, had commanded them ; the fon of Artembares alone 
having flighted his orders ; who for his difobedience, had 
fuiFered the punifhment he deferved. As Cyrus was 
pleading his caufe, with an eloquence far fupenor to his 
years and education, Aftyages took particular notice of 
iiis mein and features ; and thinking that he refembied 
-faimfelf, began to reile£t on the time that his grandfon 
was expofed, which he found to agree with the age of 
the herdfman's fuppofed fon. Being perplexed with this 
thought, he difmiffed ArtembaTCS, affuring him -that his 
fon ihould bav^ no caufe to complain, and commanded 
his^uard6 to€onduft Cyrus into the palace. Being then 
in private with the herdfman, he aflced whofe boy Cyrus 
was, and from whofe hands he had liini. Mithridates af- 
firmed that he was his own child ; and that the boy's mo- 
ther, who was ftill living, would come, if he pleafcd to 
atteft it. But Aftyages, giving no credit to what he Difctwerea 
averred, commanded his guards to fei^e him ; whereupon toAftyagis. 
he difcovered, without relerve, the whole matter, and im- 
plored the king's mercy". 

Aftyages was not fo much incenfed againft the herdf- 
man as againft his favourite Harpagus, whom he ordered 
the guards to bring without delay, to the palace. Upon 
liis arrival, the king, in a violent pafEon, aiked him in 
what manner he had put to death the fon of his daughter 
Mandane. When Harpagus faw the herdfman, he thought 
he ftiould but aggravate his crime, by attempting- to elude 
the ftorm that threatened him by any fort of falfehood, and 
therefore openly confefled what he had done; adding, 
that he thought he had taken the moft effcftual means he 
could to put his orders in execution 5 and .that he truly 
believed the child was dead, (ince the moft trufty among 
his friends had alTured him, that they had feen and in- 
terred the body ®. 

Aftyages, diflembling his refentment, acquainted Har- 
pagus with what the herdfman had confefled ; adding that 
the child was ftill alive, and that he was very well pleaf- 
ed that his orders had not been executed ; for he had been 
«nder great concern ever fince he ifllied that cruel order, 

* Herodot. lib. i, cap. ti6, * Herodot. lib. i. cap. 117. 
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, and had not been able to bear the reproaches of his dauglv^ 
ter. He then ordered Harpagus to fend his fon to wait oa 
the young Cyrus, and to come himfelf that night to fup 
with him, iince he intended to offer a facrifice to the gods/* 
in thankfgiving for the care they had taken of his grand* 
fon P. 

Harpagus, overjoyed at the king's i^eech, retume^l 
•home 9 and acquainting his wife with what had pafTed^ 
immediately fent his only fon to attend Cyrus, as he bad 
been commanded. His fon, who was about thirty years 
old, no fooner entered the palace, than he was feized^ 
barbaroufly murdered, and cut in pieces, by order of Af- 
tyages ; who gave direftions that the mangled body, va- 
rioufly dreffed and difguifed, fhould be Cerved up at fup- 
per. Harpagus and the reft of the guefts repaired to the 
ipalace at the hour apointed : the others were fplendidly 
entertained ; but the table, where Harpagus fupped, was 
.ferved only with the flefh of his fon. When he had done 
eating, the king aiked him, whether he had been plea fed 
with his vifluals j and Harpagus aiifwering, that he bad 
never tafted any thing more delicious, the officers ap- 
pointed for that purpofe, brought in a baiket, containii^ 
the head, hands and feet of his fon, defiring him to un- 
cover the bafket, and take what he liked beft. He did as 
they deCred, and beheld the remains of his only child, 
without betraying any fort of concern or refentment at fo 
Shocking a fight ; fuch was the command he had of his 
paffions. The king enquired, whether he knew with 
what kind of meat he had been entertained : Harpagus 
replied, he knew very well, and was always well pleafed 
with whatever his fovereign thought fit to ordain. Hav- 
ing thus replied,, with a furprifing temper, he colleded 
%hc mangled parts of his innocent fon, and went home, as 
our author conje<Sures, to inter them ^. 
Cyrus fint Aftyages having thus vented his rage upon the urtfor- 
back to kis tunate Harpagus, began to confider with himfelf what he 
real fa- fhould do with Cyrus ; and, having again confulted the 
^'* "'* naagi, their anfwer was, that if the boy lived, he muft 

of ncceffity be king. Aftyages then acquainted them that 
he was ilill alive, adding as a very material circumftance, 
that he had been chofen king by the boys of the neighbour- 
hood where he lived, and performed all the parts of a 
real king with the utmofl rigour and feverity. Hereupon 
the magi replied; that the predidlion of his teign was 

p Herodot, lib. i. cap' ii8« 9 Herodot. lib. i. cap. xi^ 
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direadf aecomplifhed, in the choice which the boys had 
made of him for their king, and that he would never 
reign afecond time ; for dreams, faid they^ often end in 
things of fmall importance, and are fulfilled by trifling 
events. They advifed him therefore to diveii himfelf 
of all fear, and fend the boy to his parents in Perfia '. 

Aftyagesj well pleafed with this anfwer, called Cyrus ; 
and awning how much he had been wanting in the affec- 
tion which he ought naturally to have had for him, by 
reafon of an infignificant dream, defired him to get ready 
for a journey into Perfia, where he would find his real 
father and mother, in circumftances very different from 
thofe of the poor herdfman and his wife Spaco '. 

Thus Aflyages, after many kind ezpreilions, difmifTed 
his young grandfon, attended bv feveral lords of the firf}; 
rank. Upon his arrival at his father's houfe, he was re- 
ceived with a tendernefs and joy, which it is more eafy 
to conceive than exprefs. As they had long given him 
over for dea4, ^hey afked him in what manner his life had 
been preferved. He informed them that he had lived im 
utter ignorance of his condition, and had been _ unac- 
quainted with his true birth, believing himfelf the fon of 
the king's herdfman, until thofe who attended him on hi« 
journey into Perfia drfcovered all that had paflTed. He ro- 
tated how he had been educated by the herdfman's wifq^ 
and, frequently repeating the name of Cyno, commended 
her on all occafions : and this name his parents made ufe 
of to perfuade the Perfians that the prefervation of their 
fon was, in a very particular manner, oytring to the rnv 
mortal gods, fince he had been nourifhed, as they induftri* 
ouily fpread abroad, and was commonly believed, by a 
bitch K * 

When Cyrus attained to the age of manhood, and was Harpagus 
become very popular in his own country, and fan^ous in /""-^ ^P ^ 
Media, on account of his extraordinary parts, Harpagus, ^^"^V^ 
who had never forgot the»inhuman murder of his ^^^j Aftyopes. 
began to court his friendfliip, with a defign to join with 
him, who had been equally injured^ in revenging fuch 
barbarous treatment. At the fame time he folicited the 
leading men among the Medes, who were highly diffatif- 
fied with the tyrannical government of Aftyages, to take . 
up arms, and deliver themfelves and their unhappy coun* 
try from the calamities they groaned under, by depofing 

r Herodot. lib. !• cap. iso. • Idem, ibid, cap* 121. t Idem^ 
ibid. cap. 122* 

Aftyages, 



10 6 The Hlftory of the Perftanti 

AftyageSi and advancing his grandfon Cyrus to the throne; 
They all to a man flicwed thcmfelves difpofed to fecond 
his defigns : whereupon he thought it high time to dis- 
cover his intentions to Cyrus, who was to a£l the chief 
part in this revolution. Accordingly he acquainted him 
with them in a letter, which as all the roads leading to 
Perfia were guarded by the king's troops, he conveyed to 
him in the belly of a hare ; the hare he delivered to one 
of his moft trufty domeftics, dreflcd in the habit of a 
hunter, enjoining him to defire Cyrus not to open the 
letter in the prefence of any perfon whatfoever. The 
meffenger .executed his orders; and Cyrus opening the 
hare with his own hands, found a letter, reminding him 
of the care which the gods had taken of his prefervation 
againft the wicked defigns and barbarous attempts of his 
grandfather. He encouraged him to ftir up the Perfians 
to a revolt, and at the head of their forces to invade Me- 
dia, where all the chief commanders were ready to join 
him, and determined at all events to advance him to the 
throne, inftead of his unnatural grandfather Aftyages. 
He took care to put him in mind of what he had fuffered 
upon his account, and how barbaroufly he had been punifli- 
Cjrus's ed for not executing the king's bloody orders. Cyrusj 
firatagem having read theletter, began to confider what meafures he 
^Perfians ^^"^^ ^^^^ ^^ induce the Perfians to revolt ; and, after 
to rn/ait various fchemes, fixed upon the follbwing. He feigned 
a letter from Aftyages, appointing him commander in 
chief of all the Perfian forces. This he read in a general 
'aflembly of the nation, and, in virtue of his new com- 
miflion, commanded them all to attend him, every man 
with a hatchet. He was obeyed ; and they being.all met, 
in purfuance to his orders, he enjoined them to clear,^ in 
one day, a fpot of ground, containing eighteen or twenty 
furlongs, that was overgrown with thorns and briars. 
This laborious work being performed, not without fome 
reluftance, he difmiffed them, with orders to attend him 
again the next day. In the mean time, he caufed all his 
father's flocks and herds to be killed and drefl^bd, provided 
wine, and bought all the dainties Perfia could afford; They 
all aflembled next day, expefting to be employed as they 
had been the day before ; but, contrary to their expe£)a- 
tions, Cyrus ordered them to fit down on the green turf, 
and entertained them with a great feaft. When they had 
folaccd themfelves with dainties, which to that time they 
had been ftrangers to, the young prince afkedthem, whe- 
ther they wpuld chufe to live always in that manner, or as 

they 
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tliey had done the day before. They all anfwered readily, 
that, as mirth and pleafure were greatly preferable to toil 
and labour, they would gladly chufe the condition of the 
prefent day before that of the preceding. Upon this 
anfwer, Cyrus acquainted them, that, if they hearkened 
to his advice, they fhould enjoy thefe and far greater plea- 
fures, without any kind of lervile labour; but, if they 
refufed to follow him, 'they muft undergo innumerable 
hardfliips, like thofe they had complained of the day be- 
fore. He then difclofed to them his true defign of deliver- 
ing his country from the Median bondage, and encouraged 
his countrymen to join him in fo great and glorious an 
enterprize, by telling them that fome divine power had 
brought him into the world, and miraculoufly faved his 
life, that he might be one day the author of their happi- 
nefs. 1 he Perfians, who had lived for many years, with 
the utmoft reluftance, in fnbje£iion to the Medes, de- 
clared him, with one accord, their leader, and protefted 
that they would fupport him in fo good a caufe, at the 
expence of their lives". 

In the mean time Aftyages, being informed of what was 
doing in Perfia, difpatched a meffenger to Cyrus, injoin- 
ing him to repair forthwith into Media; but Cyrus, by 
the fame meffenger, returned this refolute anfwer, that 
he would come loonerthah Aftyages deGred. Whereupon 
the king drew together all his forces ; and, forgetful of his 
cruelty toward Harpagus, appointed him general of the 
grmy. The two nations 'came to a general engagement; Aftyagtt 
but the chief officers among the Medes palling over to deftaudJy 
Cyrus, with the bodies under their command, the reft of Q"'^« 
the army was routed with great flaughter. When Aftya- 
ges heard of this defeat, he flew into a great paffion \ and 
vowing that Cyrus ftiould not long enjoy the pleafure of 
bis viftory, he firft caufed the magi, who had interpreted 
his dream, to be impaled; and then arming all the Medes, 
marched out at the head of them in perfon. • Roth armies 
came to a fecond engagement, in which the Medes were 
again defeated, and the king himfelf taken prifoner. 
Aftyages, in this ftate, was reproached and infulted by 
the revengeful Harpagus, who, among other things, alked 
him, what he now thought of his tragical feaft, when he 
compelled him to devour the flefli of his own fon, for 
which inhuman and barbarous adlion he had now fallen 
from the throne to a prifon* Aftyages, in return, fixing 

» Hc;rodot. lib. i» cap. 113— iijt 
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Us ejres-on Harpagus, aiked bim whether he had been i&- 
ftrumental in bringing about this revolution. He j»nfwered« 
that it was chiefly owing Co him, fince he had been the firft 

l^ravt an* to encourage Cyrus to this undertaking, '* Then, replied 

Jyjtr to the Aftyages, you are the weakeft and moft unjuft of all men; 

HarPafus ^^^ weakell, in giving the kingdom to another, when you 
jnight have feizai on it yourfelf, fince you have been abk 
to effeft this change j the moft unjuft* in enflaving your 
country, to revenge a private injury; for, if you were de- 
termined to depofe me, and confer the kingdom on an- 
other, without taking the power into your own hands, 
you might, with more juftice, have advanced a Mede t© 
that dignity than a Perfian : whereas the Medes» who 
were before lords of Perfia, and no way concerned in the 
injury, are now, by your means reduced to the condition 
of Haves ; and the rerfians, who were fervants to the 
Medes, are now become their lords." In this manner, 
concludes our author, Aftyages was deprived of the king- 
dom, after he had reigned thirty-five years ; and through 
his cruelty the Medes became fubjeft to the Perfians, after 
they had ruled over all thofe provinces of Afia, that lie 
on the other fide the Halys, for the fpace of one hundred 
and twenty^eight years, including the time of the Scythian 
dominion over that part of Afia. As for Aftyages, Cyrus 

His death, kept him prifoner in his palace uiitil his death, without 

t pra£lifing any fevetity upon him *• 

This is the account Herodotus gives of the birth and 
fortune of Cyrus, who, according to the fame hiftorjan^^, 
invaded the Maflagetes ; and having in the firft battle 
feigned a flight, left a great quantity of provifions, efpcr- 
cially wine, on the field. The Barbarians did not fail tp 
feize on the booty, and indulged themfelves in drinking 
to fuch excefs, that they all fell afleep on the fpot. In 
this condition Cyrus returned upon them, obtained an cafy 
viftory, and took a great many prifoners, among whom 
was Spargapifes, the fon of queen Tomyris. This he- 
roine, being informed of the defeat of her troops, and 
captivity of her fon, fent an herald to Cyrus, intreating 
him to rcleafe the young prince ; which be refufing to do, 
Spargapifes, preferring death to flavery, laid violent hands 
upon himfelf : whereupon his mother, Tomyris, animated 
with an eager defire of revenge, gave the PerGans battle a 
fecond time; which, fays our author, was the moft ob- 
ftinate and bloody that ever was fought by the Barbarians. 

' Herodot. lib.], cap, 127*-!^, r IdeiB, itid. cap. 211—213. 
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Many fell on both fides; but at laft the MafTagetes gaining 
the rklory, the greateft part of the Perfian army was cut 
in pieces^ and Cyrus hinjfelf killed in the field, after hav- 
ing reigned twenty-nine years. Tomyris, having found 
his body among the flain, caufed his head to be cut off, 
and thrown into a vcffel filled with human blood, infult- 
ing the memory of the dead prince with thefe words. 
*• Glut thyfelf with the blood which thou haft fo infa- 
tiably thirfted after *.'* 

What the fame writer relates of his childifh revenge 
upon the river Gyndes(D), while he was on his march to 
befiege Babylon, is not very confiftent with the idea we have 
of that wife and experienced commander ; for, he tells us, 
that one of the facred horfes of Cyrus being drowned in 
the river, that prince highly refenting fuch an affront, 
immediately caufed the Gyndes to be cut by his army into 
three hundred and fixty channels j a work which employed 
his troops the whole campaign, and obliged him to poft- 
pone the fiege of Babylon to the next fummer. 

We fliall now exhibit the hiftory of Cyrus, extra£):ed 
from Xenophon, whom we choofe to follow in what con- , 
cems that great conqueror. 

Cyrus was the fon of 'Cambyfes, either king of Perfia, Ye. of FK 
or a man of the firft rank in that country, and of Mandane, >749* 
the daughter of Aftyages, king of the Medes. , He was ^^^^ ^^^' 
bom a year after his uncle Cyaxares, the brother of Man- ^^^* ^ 
dane. He lived the firft twelve years of his life with his ^^e trug 
parents, in Perfia (E), where he was educated after the hiflory of 
Perfian manner, and inured to hardfliips, and fuch exer- Cyrus. 
cifes as might enable him to bear the toils and fatigues of 
war. When he was twelve years old, his mother Man- 
dane took him with her into Media} to his grandfather 
Aftyages, who had expreffed a defire to fee that young 
prince. During his refidence at this court> the fweetnefs 

z Heroctot. lib. i. cap. 14* 



(D) The river Gyndes rifes 
on the hills of Matiene, and, 
pailing through Dardania, falls 
into the Tigris. 

(E) The name of Perfia at 
that time extended only to 
one province of that empire, 
which was afterwards known by 
the fame denomination ; for the 



whole Perfian nation could at 
that time raife but one hundred 
and twenty thoufand men (i). 
But, after the conquefts of Cy- 
rus, it took up that vaft tra6t 
which extended eaU and weft 
from the Indus to the Tigris, 
and north and fouth from the 
Cafpian Sea to the Ocean* 



(j) Vide Cyropasd, lib. i. 
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of his temper, his generous behaviour, and coilft^nt eft* 
deavour to oblige all men, gained him the affe£^ions of 
the Mede9, and fuch an intereft among the leading men of 
that nation, as afterwards greatly contributed to the ere^ 
ing the empire he afterwards founded *. 
His early When he was about fixteen years of age he firft entered 
frvwejs. ^]je fchool of war, and gave extraordinary proofs both of 
his courage and conduct. Next year he returned to his 
father in Perfia, where he remained until he was forty 
years of age, when he was recalled to the afTiiiance of 
his uncle Cyaxares ^. 

Aftyages, king of the Medes, was fucceeded, as we 
have (hewn in the hiftory of th^t people, by his fon Cy- 
axares, brother to Mandane, Cyrus's mother. This prince 
was fcarce feated on his throne, when he was informed 
that Nerigliflar, king of Babylon, was preparing a power- 
ful army to invade Media ; that he had already engaged 
feveral princes, and, amongft others, Croefus king of 
Lydia ; and that he had difpatched ambaifadors into Cap- 
padocia, Phrygia, Caria, Paphlagonia, Cilicia, and even 
to the Indies, to inflil jealoufies into the feveral princes 
of thofe countries, and to ftir them up againft the Medes 
and Perfians, as afpiring to an univerfal monarchy. Cy- 
axares, therefore, called Cyrus out of Perfia to his affift- 
ance ; and, upon his arrival with a body of thirty thou- 
iand Perfians, appointed him com'hiander in chief, both 
of the Medes and Perfians. 

He had not been long in Media, before Cyaxares had 
occafion to employ him. The king of Armenia, who had 
hitherto lived in fubjeftion to the Medes, looking upon 
them as ready to be fwallowed up by the powerful alli- 
ance formed againft them, thought fit to lay hold of that 
Yr. of Fl. opportunity and fhake off the yoke : accordingly he re- 

A*^^ch f^^^^ ^^ P^y ^^ ufual tribute, and to fend 'his quota of 
^ * auxiliaries, which he was obliged to furnifh in time of 
_ war. As this was a matter of dangerous confequence, 
deduces which might prompt other dependent ftates to do the 
Jrmenia. fame, Cyrus thought it neceflary to crufti this revolt with 
the utmoft expedition ; therefore marching immediately 
with a chofen body of horfe, and covering his defign, as 
if he intended only to hunt on the hills of Armenia, he 
entered that country before the inhabitants had any in- 
telligence of his march, furprifed the king and all his fa- 

a Xenoph. Cyropaed* lib» i. p. 36. ^ Idem, lib. i. 

p. 44, 45, &c. 
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inily, and, having obliged him to pay^ the ufual tribute, 
and fend his quota of auxiliaries, rei^ored him to his 
kingdom^ and returned in triumph to his army in Media. 

Both parties had now been employed three years to- 
gether, in forming their alliances, and making prepara- 
tions for war. In the beginning of the fourth year, the Defeats thi 
confederate armies on both fides took the field ; and be- ^«^^««*- 
ing come in fight of each other, a battle foon enfued, ^/^',v/^^ 
which proved very unfortunate for the Babylonians ; for killed 
Nerrgliflar was killed, and Croefus, king of Lydia, who, Crajus de* 
upon his death, took upon him the command of the ar- f^^^'^* 
my, was obliged to quit the field, and retire in the utmoft 
confufion to his camp, from which he was driven next 
day by Cyrus, at the head of the Hyrcanians, who had re- 
volted to him the night before. Cyrus referved to him- 
felf all the horfes that were taken, in order to form a 
body of cavalry for the Perfian army, which hitherto they 
had wanted. The richeft and mod valuable* part of the 
booty he fet apart for Cya;xares ; and, as for, the prifoners, 
he allowed them to return home to their refpeftive coun- 
tries, without impofing any other condition upon them, 
than that they fhould deliver up their arms, and engage 
no more againft him and his allies ^. 

Nerigliflar was fucceeded by Laborofoarchod, in whofe ^he Baby" ' 
reign, two Babylonian lords, Gobryas and G^dates, pro- ^^'^* *"'- 
voked by his cruelty, went over, with the provinces they '^'^^ ^^ ^ 
governed, to Cyrus, who by thefe means got footing in 
-Aflyria, which greatly contributed to the redu£tion of Ba- 
bylon. Laborofoarchod marched out againft Gadates, 
but was by Cyrus driven back with great flaughter to his 
metropolis, where he continued, fufFering Cyrus to ravage 
the whole country unmolefted, till the feafon of the year 
obliged hhn to put an end to the campaign, with the re<> 
du£tion of three fortrefles on the frontiers of Media **. 

Laborofoarchod was foon after murdered by his own 
fubje£ls, who raifed Nabonadius to the throne, in his 
room. Xenophon reprefents him as a wicked prince * \ 
and that fuch was his chara£ler, fufficiently appears by 
what is faid of him in Daniel ; but while he attended his 
pleafures, his mother Nitocris, a woman of great under-* 
flanding, and a mafculine fpirit, took thofe precautions 
which we have mentioned in the Babylonian Hiftory, fojc 
the fecurity of the metropolis and empire. 

« Xenoph.Cyropaed. lib. iv. p. 87— •104. * Idem lib. v. 

p. I » 3-— 140. « Ibid. lib. vii. 
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While the queen was thus employed, Cyaxares came \9 
Cyru^s camp. There, after feveral confultations, they 
determined to change their plan ; and> inftead of con* 
tenting themfelvcs with ravaging the enemy*3 territories 
only, they thought it was neceffary to employ their troops 
in taking towns and fortreflcs, that fo they might make 
themfelvcs matters of the country, and diftrefs the city of 
Babylon, by intercepting their provifions ^ Accordingly, 
they took many cities, and brought under fubje£lion in- 
tirc provinces, without meeting with any confiderable re- 
fiftance from the Babylonians. The progrefs Cyrus made 
in thofe cpnquefts rouzed at laft Nabonadius, who taking 
along with him great part of his treafures, left Babylon, 
and repaired to Croefus, king of Lydia, by whofc affift- 
ance, and interett, he concluded a formidable alliance 
with the Egyptians, Greeks, Thracians, and all the nations 
of the Leffer Afia. Thcfe various nations, under the con- 
du£t of Crocfus, who was by the king of Babylon ap- 
pointed chief commander of all his forces, affembled 
near the river Pa£lolus, and from thence advanced tJ 
Thymbra, which was the place appointed for the general 
rendezvous. Cyrus, being informed of thefe vaft prepa- 
rations by one of his intimate friends, who, by his order, 
had gone over to the enemy as a deferter, put himfelf in a 
condition to oppofe them. Having cncreafed the number 
of his forces by new levies, he took leave of Cyaxares, 
who remained in Media with a third part of the troops, 
that the country might not be left entirely defencelefs ; 
and marched forwards to meet the confederate forces in 
their own territories, in order to confume their forage, 
and difconcert their meafures, by the quicknefs of his 
march, and the boldnefs of his undertaking. After -a 
long march, he came up with the enemy at Thym- 
bra, a city of Lydia, not far from Sardis, the metropolis 
of that country. Cyrus's army was one hundred and 
ninety-fix thoufand ftrong, horfe and foot ; befides thefe 
troops he had three hundred chariots, armed with fcythes, 
each chariot drawn by four horfes abreaft, covered witK 
trappings that were proof againft all forts of miffive 
weapons: he had likewife a great number of other 
chariots of a larger fize, upon each of which he placed 
a tower about eighteen or twenty feet high, and in 
each tower were lodged twenty archers : thefe chariots 
were drawn by fifteen oxen, yoked a-breaft. There was^ 



f Xenoph. lib. vi. p. 155. 
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Wloreover, a confiderablc number of camels, eacli hiounted 
by two Arabian archers, the one looking towards the 
head, and the other tpwards the hinder part, of the cameh 
The army of Croefus was twice as numerous as that of of the con^^ 
Cyrus, amounting in the whole to four hundred and ff<ifrates. 
twenty thoufand men. Both armies were drawn up on an 
immenfe plain, which gave room for extending their wings 
to the right and left. The defign of Croefus, upon which 
alone he founded his hopes of viftoty, was to furround 
and hem in the enemy's army : he placed the Egyptians, 
who alone made a body of one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand men, and were the main ftrength of the army, in the 
centre s. 

When the two armies were in fight of each other, Yr. of Fl* 
Crcefus, obferving how much his front exceeded that of ixoo. 
Cyrus, made the centre halt, and the two wings advance, ^^^^ ^^'** 
with a defign to inclofe Cyrus, and begin the attack on ^^ ' 
both fides at the fame rime. When the two detached cff^g ^^^^/^ 
bodies of the Lydian forces were fufficiently extended, ofkhym*^ 
Crcefus gave the fignal to the main body, which marched ^ra* 
up to the front 6f the Perfian army, while the two wings 
attacked /them in flank i fo that Cyrus's army was hemmed 
in on all fides \ 

This motion did not at all alarm Cyrus, who giving hh 
troops the fignal to face about, attacked in flank the enc- 
nly*s forces, that were marching to fall upbnhis rear, and 
put them into great diforder. In the faihe moment a 
fquadron of camels was made to advance again ft the ene- 
my's other wing, confifting moftly of cavalry. Their 
horfes, upon the approach of the camels, wer^ fo fright-* 
enetl, that moft of them threw their riders, and trod them 
under foot ; a circumftaiice which occafioned a great con- 
fufion. While they were thus in diforder, Artagefes, an .• 

oflicer of great experience, at the head of a fmall body of 
borfe, charged them fo vigoroufly, that they could never 
afterwrards rally; and at the fame time, the chariots 
armed with fcythes being furioufly driven againft them, 
they W€re entirely routed. Both the enemy's wings be- 
ing put to flight, Cyrus commanded Abradates, his chief ' 
favourite, to fall upon the centre with the chariots wq 
have mentioned- above. The firft ranks, confifting moftly • 
of Lydians, not being able to ftand fo violent a charge, 
immediately gave way 5 but the Egyptians being covered 

f Xenoph. Cyropxd* lib. vi< p. t6J^^^%, ^ Idem* Gyropsccl, 
lib. vi. p. 173. 
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witb their bucklers, and marching fo clofei that the chariots 
had not room to penetrate their ranks^ a great flaughtep 
of the Ferfians enfued ; Abradates himfetf was killed, his 
chariot overturned, and mod part of his men cut in pieces, 
after having fignalized themfelves in a very extraordinary 
manner. Upon his death, the Egyptians advancing boldly, 
obliged the Perfian infantry to give way, and drove them 
back quite to their engines. There they met with a new 
fhower of arrows and javelins, difcharged upon them from 
the towers ; and, at the fame time, the Perfian^ear, ad- 
vancing fword in hand, obliged their archers and fpear- 
men to return to the charge* In the mean time, Cyrus 
having put to flight both the horfe and foot on the left of 
the Egyptians, pufhed on to the centre, where.he had the 
mortification to fiivd his Perfians again giving ground ; 
and, judging that the only way to ftop the Egyptians, 
♦ who were purfuing them, would be to attack them in the 
rear, he did fo; at the fame time, the Perfian cavalry 
coming up to his afiiftance, the fight was renewed with 
great flauehter on both fides j for, the Egyptians facing 
Cyrus in about, defended themfelves with incredible bravery. Cy- 
imminent rus himfelf was in great danger; for, his horfe being 
^^a^r. killed under him, he fell in the midfl: of the enemies ; 
but, being faved by his Perfians, who, alarmed at his 
danger, threw themfelves headlong upon thofe that fur- 
rounded him, the battle became more bloody than ever. 
Bgjptianf ^^ length Cyrus, admiring the valour of the Egyptians, and 
loktm. ^ ' concerned to fee fuch brave men perifli, offered them ho- 
nourable conditions, letting them know at the fame time 
that all their allies had abandoned them. They accepted 
the terms offered ; and having agreed with Cyrus, that 
they fhould not be obliged to carry arms againfl Crcefus, 
in whofe fervice they had been engaged, furrendered 
themfelves to the conqueror, and from that time fervcd 
him with the utmofl fidelity *. 
Lydtans xhe engagement lafled till night, when Crcefus retired 

defeated. ^j^j^ j^j^ troops to Sardis ; and the other nations made 
the bcft of their way to their refpedive countries* Cyrus 
did not think fit to purfue them ; but next morning ad- 
vanced towards 6 afdis^ Crcefus, hearingof his approach, 
marched out with his Lydians (for the auxiliaries were 
already retired) to give him battle. As their principal 
ftrength confiftcd in cavalry, Cyrus made his camels adi* 
yance againft them, whofe fmell, the horfes not being 

i Xenopb. Cyropsd. libi vii. p« 172— 17s. , 
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able to endure, they were immediately put in difordcn 
ftowever, the Lydians, difmountiqg, fought on foot ; 
but, after having kept their ground very obftinatcly for 
iome time, were forced to make their retreat to Sardis, 
where they were immediately clofely befieged by Cyrus K. 

In the night after he inverted the city, he made him- Sardis 
felf matter of the citadel, being conduced to it in the '^^'»» 
dark. by a PerGan flave, who had been a fervafit ta the 
governor of that place." At break of day he entered the 
city, where he found no refiftailce, the Lydians having 
difperfed at the news of the citadel's being taken. Cyrus's 
firft care w^as to fave the town, which was the moft 
wealthy of all Afia, from being plundered. With this 
view, he acquainted the inhabitants that their lives ihould , 
be fpared, and neither their wives nor. their children 
touched, provided they brought him all their gold and 
filver. This condition they readily complied with \ and 
Croefus himfelf, who was taken and brought to Cyrus, fet - 
them an example, by delivering his immenfe treafures up 
to the conqueror. Cyrus, touched with compafTion at Cyruii gt" 
the king's misfortune, and admiring his conftancy in fo ^^i^'>fi*y '« 
great a change, treated him with great clemency, fufFer* ^^^J^** 
ing him to enjoy both the title and authority of king, under 
•the fole reftriSion of not having, power to maice war. {"rom 
tbat time he took Croefus with him in all his expeditions, 
either out of efteem for that prince, or out of policy, that 
he might be more fecure of his perfon *. 

Cyrus, after the conqueft of Lydia, continued In the Htawg* 
Leffer Afia till he had fubdued the feveral nations in- quefts. 
habiting th^t great continent, from the ^gean Sea to the 
Euphrates. From thence he marched into Syria and Ara- 
bia ; and having brought thofe nations likewife under fub- 
jeftion, he again entered Aflyria, and marched towards 
Babylon, the only city in all the Eaft that now held out 
againft him, but was reduced, after two years Cege, in ^ ^ tri 
the manner we have related in the hiftory of that king- ^g,^^ 
dom. The king of Babylon being killed, and thofe who Aiwc Chr. 
^ere about him put to flight, the reft vpluntarily fub* 536. 
mitted ; and Cyrus, without any farther refiftance., be- ' 

came mafter of the place. The reduftion of Babylon put ^^"^^^^ 
an end to the Babylonian empire, and fulfilled the pre- 

k Hcrodot.lib.i. cap. 80. t Xenoph. Cyropaed. lib. vil. 

Diod. Sicul. in Excerpt. Valef. p. 241. Plutarch, in Solon. Polyden. 
Strat. lib. vii. Solim. in Polyhilh cap. i. Uerodot, lib. i^ cap. S8f 
J5S, 156* . . 
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dfSions which the prophets Ifaiah, Jerertiiah, and Dai* 
nlel had uttered againft that proud metropolis. ^ 

Upon the death of the king of Babylon, Darius the- 
Medc is faid, in Scripture, to have taken the kingdom^ 
By Darius the'Mede is meant Cyaxares king of the Medes> 
and uncle to Cyrus, as we have endeavoured to prove in 
the Hiftdf-y'of Media ; fdr Cyrus, as long as his uncle lived, 
tteJd the ^empire with him in partrierfhip \ nay, lb far did' 
Ke carry his complaifance, that he allowed him precedence 
of rank. Cyrus having fettled his affairs at Babylon, return- 
ed into Perfia, to pay a vifit to his father and mother, wha 
were dill alive : after a fliort ftay there^ he went back ta 
Babylon, together witli Gyaxares. On their arrival they 
concerted the fet^tlement of the whole empire ; and hav- 
ing divided it into a hurtdred and twenty' province^, the' 
government of thefe was given to fucK as had diftin- 
guiflied themfelves during the war. 

The civil government being thus fettled,. Cynrs ordered 
all his forces to join him at Babylon. Oil a general review 
he found they cbnfiftedof a hundred and twenty thoufand' 
horfe, two thou And chariots armed with fcythes, and fix 
hundred thoufarid foot. Of thefe having diftributed intcy 
garrifons fuch a number as he judged neceflary for the de- 
fence of the feveral parts of the empire, he marched with' 
the remainder into Syria, where he fettled the affairs of 
that province, and th'eh reduced the other niation's as far 
as the Red Sea and the confiiies of Ethiopia "*. 

About two years after the reduction of fiabylon Cyax-i. 
ares dying, and alfo Cambyfes king of' Perfia, Cyriis re- 
turned to Babylon, and took upon him the whole govern- 
ihent of the empire, which he held for the (pace of feven 
years. 

' In the firfl of thefe feven years expired the feventy years: 
of the Babylonifli captivity, when Cyrus publiflied the 
famous edift, whereby the Jews were allowed to return 
to Jerufalem. There is no doubt but this edift was ob- 
tained by Daniel, who was in great credit and authority 
at court. That he might the more effedJually induce the 
king to grant him that favour, he is faid to nave fliewecV 
him the prophecies of Ifaiah **, naming him, a hundred^ 
and twenty years befofe his birth, as one appointed By* 
God to be a great conqueror, a king over many nations,^ 
and the reftorer of his people, by ordering their temple ta 
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|>e ivbuilt, and Jerufalem aod Judaea to be repoflefied hff 

their ancient inhabitants. * , 

Cyrus having iffued his decree for reftoring the Jews 
to their country, and rebuilding the temple at Jerufalem, 
the captive Hebrews aflembled, out of the fevrral pror 
vinces of the Babylonian empire, to the number of four 
thoufand two hundred and thirty- fix perfons, with their 
iervants, who amounted to feven thoufand three hundred 
■and thirty-feven more, and fet out for Judaea : and thus 
was the flate of Judah and Jerufalem again reftored, after 
they had laid defolate feventy years. Cyrus returned, at 
Jthe fame time, to the Jews, all the vcflels of the temple 
•which Nebuchadnezzar had brought from Jerufalem, an^ 
lodged in the temple of his god Baal. 

This prince, being equally beloved by his own natural- 
torn fubjefts, and tbofe of the conquered nations, peace- 
ably enjoyed the fruits of his labours and viftories. His q^e extfti 
new-ereiied empire was bounded on the eaft by the river ofktstm' 
Indus ; on the north by the Cafpian and Euxine Seas ; on P^^'* 
the wefl: by the jSHgean ; and on the fouih by Ethiopia 
and the fea of Arabia. He kept his refidence in the heart 
of thefe countries, fpending the feven cold months at Ba- 
bylon, on account pf th£ warmth of that climate ; three 
«nonth« in the fpring at Sufa, and two months, during 
the h^^t of £iimmer, at ^chatan ". 

Having fpent feven years in this ftate of tranquillity, Yr. of FI. 
and eftablifhed his empire with fuch wifdom, that, upon »*»9; 
the ftrength<of this foundation alone, it ftood above two ^^^^ ^^^* 
ifaundred years, notvirithftanding the rafli and impolitic , 

proceedings of his fucceflbrs, he died in the feventieth Cyriesdits* 
year of his age^, equally regretted by all the nations of 
nis vaft dominions. He had reigned, from his firft taking 
upon him the command of thePerfian and Median armies, 
thirty years ; from the reduftion of Babylon nine p ; and, 
from his being fole monarch of the Eaft, after the death 
of his uncle Cyaxares, or Darius the Mede, feven years % 
Authors differ ftrangely with each other as to the manner 
of his death. Xenophon's account, who makes him die 
in his bed, as fortunately as he lived, amidft his ,friends, 
and in his own country, feems to us by far the moft pro-, 
bable ; for all authors agree that he was buried at Pafar- 
gada in Perfia, where Xenophon fays he died ; and his 
jmonument was to be fee n in the time of Alexander the 
Great. Had he been flain in Scythia, as Herodotus and 

« Cyropaed. lib. viii. p. 233. ^ Cic de Divin. lib, ^ p Poa^. 
in Canon. ^Cyropaid. lib. viii. p. %^'^. 
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Juftin relate, and his body mangled, as they would have 
us believe, how could it ever have been refcued put"of the 
hands of thefe enraged barbarians, and buried at Pafar- 
gada ? .Befides, it is by no means probable that fuch a 
wife man as Cyrus is reprefented to have been, and fo far 
advanced in years, would have engaged in fo rafh an un- 
dertaking as the Scythian expedition is defcribed by thofe 
who relate it ; neither can it be conceived how the rerfian 
empire could have fubfifted, after fo great an overthrow, 
efpecially in the hands of fuch a fuc^eflbr as Cambyfes : 
for, Herodotus tells us, that Cyrus was killed, and his 

• whole army, confifting of twp hundred thoufand men, cut 
in pieces. 

ffamis On his death-bed he appointed his fon Cambyfes to 

f^'^^r f^cceed him, who accordingly took poflcffion of that vzfjt 
<tfor! ' empire. To his other fon, Smerdis, he left fev^ral con- 
• * fiderable governments. Cambyf(ps was fcarce well fcated on 

the throne, when he refojved upon a war with the Egyp- 
tians. But of this expedition, and the fuccefe that at- 
tended it, we have fpdken at length in the Hiftory of 
Egypt, and therefore ftiall only add here, in a note, an 
extraordinary circumftai^ce, related by Herodotus, on oc- 
cafioii of a cattle fought at this time, of ^hich he was 
himfelf an eye-witnefs (F). 

The next year, which was the fixth of his reign, 
he refolved upon three; different expeditions j the firft 

(F) That writer tells us, thicker and ftronger through 

• that the bones of the Perfians the heat of the fpn, and the 
. . . and Egyptians were, in his head preferved from baldnefs ; 

time, IHU to befeen in the there being fewer bald people 

place where the battle was in Egypt than in any other 

lought, but fepara ted from each country. As the heads of the 

pther. The ikulls of the Egypi- Egyptians were flrengthened 

tians were fo bard, that they by this method, fo thofe of 

fcould fcarce be broken by the the Perfians were Cbftened by 

violent blovv of a large iione ; the contrary cuflom ; for they 

whereas thofe of the Perfians were not expofed to the fun» 

were fo foft and weak, that but al\vays covered with caps 

they were broken with the leaft and turbans. Our author adds 

blow of a pebble. This differ- that he obferved the fame thing 

ence, as our author tells us, at Papremis, in thofe who, to- 

was owing to the Egyptian gather with Achamencs, the 

cu{lom of (liaving the heads of ion of Darius, were defeated 

their children early ; by which by Jnarus king pf Lybia (l)f • 
means the bones were rendered 
•I 

(i) Hprodot. lib. iii« cap/ !«•. 

againft 
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m]?aihft tlie Carthaginians, the fecond againft the Hammo- 
nians, and the third againft the Ethiopians ; but he \(^as 
obliged to lay afide the firft projeft, becaufe the Phceni- 
cians, without whofe help he could not carry on that yrar, 
rcfufed to aflift him againft the Carthaginians, who were 
defcended from them, Carthage being originaHy a Tyrian 
colony. But his heart being fet on the other two, he fent 
ambaffadors into Ethiopia, who, under that charafter, 
were to aft as fpies, and give him intelligence of the ftate 
and ftrcngt^ of the country. The Ethiopians being well 
apprized of tlie errand on which they were come, treated 
them witli great contempt: however, the Ethiopian king, 
in return for the prefents they brought him from Cam- 
byfes, fent that monarch his own bow, which he de- 
livered to the Perfian ambafladors with thefe words : ** It 
is not from any confideration of my friendfhip that Thi Ethi9-> 
the king of Perfia fent you with thefe prefents j neither /'«» *w^V 
have you fpoken truth, but are come into my kingdom as "^^'^ ^^/" 
fpies. If your mafter were an honeft man, he would defire ''f^ ^/. 
no more than his own, and not attempt to enflave a people 
who had never done him any injury ; however, give him 
this bow from me ; and let him know, that the king of 
Ethiopia advifes the king of Perfia to make war upon the 
Ethiopians, when the Perfians ihall be able thus eafily to 
bend fo ftrong a bow j and, in the mean time, to thank 
the gods, that they have never infpired the Ethiopians 
with a defire of extending their dominions beyond their 
9\yn country f." Camhyfa* 

Cambyfes, being informed by his ambaffadors of all that ra/hexpe- 
paffed, fell into a violent paflion, and ordered his army ^'''.^"^• 
immediately to begin their march, without confidering ^J'/w^i*. 
that they were neither furniflied with provifions, nor any 
other neceffaries, for fuch an expedition. He left the 
Greek auxiliaries behind him, to keep the new-conquerevi 
countries in awe during his ^bfence ; and with the whole Yr. of Fl. 
J)odyofhis land-forces began his march. When he ar- >8a4. 
rived at Thebes, in the Upper Egypt, he detached fifty -^"** ^^^' 
tboufand men againft the Hammonians, ordering them to ^*^* 
ravage the whole country, and burn the oracle of Jupiter 
Ammon, while he, with the reft of the army, fhould ad- 
vance againft the Ethiopians. But before he had marched 
a)fifth part of the way, his provifions were confumed, and 
the army reduced to the neceflity of eating their beafts of 
burden. Cambyfes, notwithftanding thefe difficulties, pur- 
fued his raih attempt \ and the foldierg fed upon herbs 

r Hcrodot* lib* lii. cap. 10— «a» 
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Hts army and grafs, fo long as they found any in the way; but, 
/amijbed in when they arrived in the fandy deferts, they were brought 
thidefert. to fuch extremities, as to be obliged to devour one an- 
other ; every tenth man, upon whom the lot fell, being 
doomed to ferve for food to his companions : a food, fays 
Seneca, more to be dreaded thaii famine itfelf '. The 
king ftill perfifted in his mad defign, till, at laft, being 
apprehenGve of the danget his own perfon was in, he 
gave over the enterprize, and retreated to Thebes, after 
having loft great part of his army in this wild attempt ^ 

As for that part of the army which was fent againft the 
Ammonlans, they marched from Thebes, and, by the 
help of their guides, arrived at the city of Oafis, inhabit- 
ed by SamianS) feven days march diftant from Thebes. 
They undoubtedly arrived at that place ; but what was 
their fate afterwards is uncertain ; for they never returned 
either to Egypt or their own country. The Ammonians 
informed Herodotus, that they marched from Oafis, and 
that after they had entered the fandy defert, which lies 
beyond ttiat city, a violent wind began to blow from the 
fouth, at the time of their dinner, and raifed the fands to 
fuch a degree, that the whole army was overwhelmed) 
and buried alive. 

Cambyfes, in his return to Thebes, caufed all the tem- 
ples, which in that fuperftiti<5us city were very rich and 
numerous, to be pillaged, and burnt down to the ground. 
We may judge of the richnefs of thofe temples, by the 
remains faved from the flames, which amounted to the 
fum of three hundred talents of gold, and two thoufand 
three hundred talents of filver. He like wife carried away 
the fainous circle of gold, that encompaflfed the tomb of 
king Ozymandias, being three himdred and fixty-five 
cubits in circumference, on which were reprefented all 
the motions of the feveral conftellatlons ". 

From Thebes Cambyfes marched back to Memphis, 
where he difcharged the Greek mercenaries, and fent 
them to their rcfpe^live countries. On his entry into this 
city, finding "the citizens feafting and rejoicing on the 
appearance of their god Apis, he was highly provoked, 
^s fuppofing their joy was occafioned, by his unfuccefsful 
expedition. He therefore called the m^giftrates, to 
learn of them the eaufe of that public mirth. They 
gave him a true account of the whole matter ; but hcj, 
pot believing what they faid, caufed them all to be put to 

f. Seneca dd Ira, lib. iii. cap. lo. t Hero\|lot. ubi fupra> cap* 

« i{, i6. 9 Diod, Sicul. lib. i, p. 43-«>'46. 
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death. He fent afterwards for the priel^s, who made htm Cruelty at 
the fame anfwer, telling him, that it had been always Mgmjfhu. 
their cuftom^ when their god appeared amongft them, 
to celebrate his appearance with the grcateft demonftra- 
tions of joy they could exprcfs. He replied, ** that if their 
god was fo kind and familiar to Ihew himfelf to them, he 
too would be willirigly acquainted with him ;*' and there- 
fore commanded the deity to be brought forthwith into 
his prefence ; but no fooner did he appear before Cam- 
hyitSy than the king feeing a calf,, and not, as heexpe£led, 
g deity, flew into a violent paffion, and, drawing his 
^gger, woufided Apis in the tbigh ; and, reproaching Kilts thn^ 
the priefts for their ftupidity in worfliipping a brute, or- god Apiu 
dered them to be feverely whipt, and all the Egyptians at 
Memphis, that (bould be found celebrating the feaft of 
Apis, to be flain. This Apis, after be had languilhed 
fame time, died of his wound in the temple, and was 
buried by the priefts, who carefully concealed his death 
from Cambyfes ''. 

The Egyptians fay, that after this facrilegious a£lion, Ufitwcts^ 
which was looked upon by them as the greateft inilance thatnuh' 
of. impiety that ever vras committed amongft them, Cam- ««''^*V 
byfes is faid to have been feized with lunacy at this time. ^^^^^ 
But his a£ktons (hewed that he w^s fo long before, of /«, 
which he gav€ feveral inftances. We find the following 
upon record. 

He had a brother, by the fanie father and mother, 
called by Xenophon Tanaoxares, Smerdis by Herodotus, 
and by Juftin, Mergis. He attended Cambyfes on his 
Egyptian expedition ; but, being the only perfon in the 
army that could bend the bow, within two fingers breadthi 
which the king of Ethiopia had fent, Cambyfes, from 
hence, conceived fuch a jealoufy of him, that being no 
longer able to bear him in the army, he fent him back 
into Perfia, After his departure Cambyfes dreamed, that 
a meflenger arriving from PerGa told him that Smerdis 
was feated on the throne* and touched the heavens with 
his head ; whereupon, fufpefting that his brother afpired 
to the crown, he difpatehed Prexafpes» one of his confi- 
dents, into Perfia, with orders to put him to death ; and 
tbefe were accordingly executed *. 

This murder was followed by another ftill more cri- 
xninal. Cambyfes had with him in the camp his youngeft 
lifter, by name Meroe. A^ this^rincefs was very b^auti- 

^ Herodot. lib» iii. cap. aS; 29. ^ Albid.cap. 30. 
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ful, he fell violently in love with her, and was defirous to 
marry her ; bi|t ^eing convinced of the novelty of his de- 
fign, he funimoned all the royal judges of the Perfian na- 
tion, whofe office it was to interpret the laws, to know 
whether there was any law allowing a brother to marry 
a fifter. The judges, unwilling to authorize fuch an in- 
cefluou^ marriage, and, at the fame time» dreading the 
cff*e6ls of the king's violent temper, fliould they contra- 
di£k him, returned this crafty anfwer : ** That they, truly, 
knew of no law allowing a man to marry his own Cfter, 
' but had a law which gave the king of Perfia liberty to do 

He marries whatever he pleafed.'* Upon this anfwer he folemnly 
kis/ifier, married her-, 'and thereby gave the firft example of that 
inccft which was afterwards praftif^d by moft of his fucy 
ceffors, and by fome of them carried f6 far as to marry 
their own daughters. This After he took with him in all 
his expeditions, and gave her name to an ifland in th^ 
Nile, between fegypt and Ethiopia, which he conquered 
on his wild expedition againft the Ethiopians. The occa- 
fion and manner of her death "are thus reported. As Cam- 
byfes was one day diverting himfelf in feeing a young dog 
and the whelp of a lion fighting, the dog being over-? 
matched, another of the fame litter, breaking loofe, came 
• to his affiftance, by which means the lion was mattered. 

Whilft the king was mightily pleafed with this adventure, 
Meroe, who fat by him, began to weep ; and being otliged 
to tell her hufband the caufe of her grief, fhe confefled 
that this accident put her in mind of the fate of her bro- 
ther Smerdis, whom no body had been good-natured 
enough to affift. There needed no more to excite the rage 
t of that brutal prince, who, notwfthftanding her being 
intdkiUs with child, gave her fuch a blow "\vith his foot in the 
^^* belly, that fhe mifcarried, and foon after died y (G). 

He caufed alfo feveral of the chief lords of his court to 
be buried alive,and daily facrificed fome of them to his wild 

y Herodot. lib. lif. cap. 3T» 31* 

(G) The Egyptians, as our, one pulled in pieces : he an* 

author informs us, relate the fwered it was ; whereupon Me« 

matter in a different manner, roc replied, that he had reprc* 

. They fay, that as Cambyfes fented the broken lettuce, by 

and his filler were at table, fhe difmembering the houfe of Cy- 

took a lettuce, and pulling the rus. Upon this Cambyfes 

leaves afunder, afked her huf- flruck her with his foot, which 

band whether an entire lettuce blow, as (he was big with child, 

was not more beautiful than occa^oned her death, 

fury. 



^he Hijlory of the Perfians. 1 23 

fury. He one day aiked Prexafpes, who was his chief fa* 
vourite, what the Perfians faid of him, and what charafter 
they gave him in their private converfations. Prexafpes an- 
fwcred, that they highly applauded his aftions in general, 
but thought him too much addicted to wine. " I compre- 
hend you, replied the king; they pretend that wine deprives 
jne pi my underftanding ; but, whether this charge be 
true or not, you fliall be judge," Upon which he began to 
drink to a far greater excefs than he had ever done before ; Prexa/pi\ 
then ordering the fon of Prexafpes, who was his cup- finJbQt to 
bearer, to (land upright at the farther end of the hall, ^'^^^' 
with his left hand upon his head, and turning to Prex- 
afpes, " If I flioot, faid he, this arrow through the heart 
of your fon, the Perfians, ypu muft own, have flandered ' ^^'^^ ^^* 
me ; but, if I mifs, I ihall willingly allow them to have Anie^Chr 
fpoken the truth." He had no fooner uttered thefe words, 5,3. 
than, drawing his bow, he fliot the arrow through the > 

body of the young man. Then commanding the body to 
be opened, and finding the arrow had pierced his heart, 
he afked the father with great joy, and in an^ infulting 
'manner, whether he had ever feen a man (hoot with a more 
fteady hand ; and whether or no the Perfians had injured 
his charafter, by faying that wine deprived him of his 
reafon. The unfortunate father, being under great ap- 
prehenfions for his own life, anfwered, "that Apollo 
himfelf could not have (hot more dextrou(ly *. 

While he was proceeding in this furious manner, Croc- 
fus, king of Lydia, thought fit to lay before him the bad Jj^jJ"/ ^^ 
confequences that might attend fo tyrannical a govern- ^^^ ^^ 
ment ; and his remonftrance provoked him to fuch a de-^^/^/A. 
gree, that he ordered him to be put to death : but the 
officers who received his order fufpended the execution of 
the fentence, and concealed Crcefus, thinking, that, if 
Cambyfes (hould enquire for him, and repent his ra(h re- 
folution, they (liould be well rewarded for faving his life ; 
but, if they found that Cambyfes neither altered his mind, 
nor defired to fee him, they might ftill put him to 
death, purfuant to the order they had received. The 
next day he a(ked for Crcefus; when the officers ac- 
quainted him, that the king of Lydia was ftill alive. Cam- 
byfes was tranfported with joy, when he heard that his 
order had not been put in execution; but at the fame 
time commanded all thofe who had faved him, to be imme- 
diately put to death for their difobedience \ 

z M£rodot lib; iii, cap. 3 j« > Idem. ibid< cap* 3^« 
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.Camby&s, in the beginning of the eighth year of \A$^ 
reignj left Egypt, in order to return to Perfia. On his 
coming into Syria, be met a herald, fent from Sufa to the 
army, to .acquaint them, that Smerdis, the fon of Cyru^ 
was proclaimed king, and commanding them all to ac- 
knowlege and obey him. This event was brought about: 
in the following manner : Cambyfes, at his departure from 
Sufa on the Egyptian expedition, had left the adminiftra^ 
tion of affairs, during his abfence, in the hands of Patl- 
nt con/pi" 2ithe§, one of the chief of the magi. ' This Patizithes had 
racy of a brother, who very much refembled Smerdis, the fon of 
Sp'« • ^yus, and was, perhaps on that account, called by the 
^ ' fame name. As foon as he was fully aflured of the death 
of that prince, and at the fame time informed, that Cam- 
byfes indulged his tyrannical temper to fuch a degree^ 
that he was grown infupportable, he placed his brother 
on the throne, giving out that he was the true Smerdisj 
the fon of Cyrus ; and immediately difpatched heralds 
into all parts of the empire, to give notice of his acceiHon 
to the crown. The herald, who was difpatched to Egypt, 
. finding Cambyfes with his army at Ecbatan in Syris|| 
placed hirnfelf in the midft of the army, and openly pro- 
claimed the orders of Patizithes. Cambyfes caufed him 
to be feized ; and having ftriftly examined him in the 
prefence of Prexafpes, who fiad received orders to kill h^ 
brother, he found \that the true Smer<lis was certainlj^ 
dead ; and that he who had ufurped the thrpiie, was 
Smerdis the magi. The mention of that name greatly af- 
fe£lcd Cambyfes, and revived jn his memory the dream^ 
in which he had feen a meflenger, who came to acquaint 
him that Smerdia^was feated on the throne. Refle£ling 
how unjuflly he had murdered his brother, he burft out 
into tears, and immediately ordered his army to march, 
Cambyfes with a defign to fupprefs the growing rebellion ; but, ^ 
accidental' he was mounting his horfe, his fvvord flipped out of the 
lyjwQund- fcabbard, and wounded him in the thigh. He then aikejl 
the name of the city ; and being informed that the place 
' was called Ecbatan, he faid aloud, " Fate has decreed, 

that Cambyfes, the fon of Cyrus, ihall die in this place.** 
For, while he was in Egypt, having confulted the oracle 
of Butus, which was famous in that country, he was told^ 
that he fhould die at Ecbatan; which he underi[tanding 
of Ecbatan in Media, refolved to fave his life by avoiding 
that place : but what he thought to avoid in Media, he 
found in Syria. Being informed then that the place where 
he received the wound was called Ecbatan, and taking it 

for 
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for certain that he muft die there, he affeniblecjthe chief 
Perlian lords that ferved in the army, and reprefenting 
tb them the true ftatc of the cafe, eameftiy required thenl 
never to fubmit to this inl|iofl:or, or fufFer the fovereigrtty 
to pafs again from the Perfians to the Mddes, of -which 
nation Smerdis the magi was, but to ufe their utmoft en- 
deavours to phce oft the throne bne of their owrt bloodl 
But the Perflans, fufpe6l:ing all this was faid by him out 
of |?atred to his brother, had no regard to it ; and Cam- z)/^/, 
byfes dying a few days after of hifr wound, which morti- 
fied, they quietly fubmitted to the perforiwHom they found 
oil the throne, fuppofing him to be the true Smerdis. To 
tills delufion Prexafpes greatly contributed, by faying that 
ht had not killed Smerdis with his own hand. 

Cambyfes reigned feVen years and five months. At His y^ , ©f Fl, 
iBrft'aGceffion to the crown, the Samaritans begged of him,. i8»6. 
that he would put a ftop to the building of the temple at Ante Cbr, 
Jcrufalem : and their application was not* in vain; fof 5*»* 
though he had fo much refpe£tfor the memory of his fa- ' 
ther, as not openly to revoke his dbcree, yet, in a great 
meafure, he fruftrat^d the defignof it, by laying the Jews, - 
linder fuch difficulties, that they ct)uld not purfue the 
woilc. 

The magii who now afcended the throne, is called in^ Smerdis 
Scripture ^, AVt'a^xJerres ; by Herodotus, Smerdis ; by j3Ef-- t/te Magu 
chylus, Mardys ; by Ctefias, Spendadates ; and by Juftin, mounts tAg 
Orapaftes. As foou as he had taken upon him the fo- ^^''^^f* 
vereignty, he granted to all his fubjefts an exemption 
from taxes, alid all niilitary fervice, for three years, and 
treated them With fuch beneficehce, that all the nations oi 
Afia, the Perfians only exceptedi exprefTed great forrow at 
the revolution, that happened a few months after : and Marries 
farther, to fecure himfelf on the throne, he married AtofTa, Atojfa^ tki 
the daughter of Cyrus, thinking, that, in cafe of a dif- ^^^^^^'' 
covcry, he might hold the empire by her tirle. She had ^/'y^*''' . 
been before married' to her brother Cambyfes, who, upon 
the above mentioned decifion of the royal judges, having 
efpoufed one of his fifters, took to wife the other aifo; and 
the magi, pretending to be her brother, married her upon 
the fame footing. But the precautions he made ufe of ^ 
to prevent his being difcovered, only encreafed the fufpF- 
cion, that he was not the true Smerdis. He Ixad married 
all his- predecefTor's wives, and among the refl Phedy- 
rtia, the daughter of Otanes, a Perfian itobleman of the 
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SufptSftd fifft' rank. Otanes^ to be fully fatisfied in this matter^ 
lyOtMes. fent a trufty meflenger to his daughter, to know of her^ 
whether the king was really Smerdis, the fon of Cyrus, or 
fome other man. Phedyma returned anfwer, that as (he 
had never feen Smerdis, the fon of Cyrus, fhe could not 
fatisfy his curiofity. Otanes, by a (econd meffage^ defired 
her to enquire of Ato^a, who could not but know her 
own brother, whether this were he, oi* not. But his 
daughter let him know, that (he was not allowed to fpeak 
to' Atoffa, or fee any other of tlie women ^ beeaufe the king, 
whoever he was, had, from the very beginning of his 
reign, lodged his wives in diftin£l apartments. This an- 
fwer greatly increafed the i^ufpicion of Otanes, who there- 
upon fent a third meiTage to his daughter, dire£^ing her, 
when fhe ihould be next invited to his bed, to take the 
opportunity, while he was afleep, of feeling whether he 
had ears or not ; for Cyrus having formerly caufed the 
ears of Smerdis, the magi, to be cut off for a crinie he 
had been guilty of, he told her, that, if the king had ears, 
ihe might be fure he was Smerdis, the fon of Cyrus ; but 
if otherwife, he could be no other than Smerdis, the magi, 
and therefore unworthy of poffefffng the crown, or her 
perfon, Phedyma anfwered, that the danger was very 
great ; becaufe, if the kinjg had no ears, and fhould fur- 
prize her, endeavouring to find out fuch a truth, he 
would not fail putting her to death : neverthelefs, in obe- 
dience to the commands of her father, (he would make the 
Dtfcovifid attempt, and take upon her to fatisfy his doubt. Accord- 
^ him* ingly, next time Ihe was called to his bed, as foon as fhe 
perceived him faft afleep, (he took the opportunity of 
making the trial 5 and finding he had no ears, early next 
morning acquainted h'er father with the difcovery. Otanes, 
upon this information, imparted the whole affair to Go- 
bryas and Afpathines, PerCans of great diftin£fcion, whofc 
honour he could rely on. Thefe three agreed, that each 
Ihould name one of nis moft trufty friends to be admitted 
into the fecret. Purfuant to this refolution, Otanes named 
Intaphernes ; Gobryas, Megabyzus ; and Afpathines, Hy- 
dames. In the mean time Darius, the fon of Hyftafpes, 
arriving at Sufa from Perfia, where his father was go- 
Dartus de^ vernor, they made him privy to their refolutions. Darius, 
€lares the at their firft meeting, told them, that he thought no man 
trut Smef in Perfia, but himfelf, had known, that Smerdis, the fon 
wtf</. q£ Cyrus, was really dead, and the crown ufurped by a 
magi ; ancj therefore he was come with an intention to kill 
the ufurper, without imparting his defign to any other, 

that 
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that the glory of fuch an a£Hon might be entirely his own ; 
but, fince others were apprized of the iitipoftufe, lie was' 
of opinion, that the ufurper fhould be difpatched with al! 
expedition, delays being, in fuch cafes, Very dangero'us, 
and the beft concerted plans eafily.difappoiilted. Otanes^ 
on the other hand, was for putting off the execution of 
their defign till fome better opportunity offered, and not 
attempting their enterprize, till they hacj increafed theif 
number. But Darius remonftrating the danger there was 
of being difcovered and betrayed, if they let the prefent 
opportunity flip, or imparted their deiign to others ; and 
openly protcfting, that, if they did not make the attempt 
that very day, he would prevent any one from accufing. 
him, by difclofing the whole matter to the magi, it was 
unanimoufly agreed, that they ftiould not feparate, under 
any pretence whatfoever, but immediately go to the pa- 
lace, and either put the ufurper to death, or die in the 
attempt ^ 

While they were concerting their meafurcs, the t^;\'o 
magi, in order to remove all fufpicion, engaged Prex- 
afpes in their intereft ; and, with great promifes, pre- 
vailed upon him to give his word, and oblige himfelf 
with aii oath, never to difcover the fraud they had put 
upon the Perfians. Prexafpes, as we have related above, 
knew that Smerdis, the fon of Cyrus, was not living, he 
having, by the command of Cambyfes, put him to death 
with his own hand. The magi, having engaged Prex- 
afpes to be filent, acquainted him farther, that having de- 
termined to affemble all the Perfians under the walls of 
the palace, they defired he would afcend a certain tower, 
and from thence publicly declare, that the king upon the 
throne was truly Smerdis, the fon of Cyrus. Prexafpes Prtxafpn 
having taken upon him this office, the magi fummoned noble ff^eck 
the Perfians together, and commanded him to mount the ^ '^^ ^^* 
tower, and from thence harangue the people. Prexafpes •^^'"* . * 
began this difcourfe with the genealogy of Cyrus; and 
then put the Perfians in niind of the great favours the na- 
tion had received from that prince. After having e;ctol!ed 
Cyrus and his family, to the great aftonifhment of all, he 
fincerely declared all that had paffed; and told the people, 
that the apprehenfions of the danger he muft inevitably 
run, by publifliing the impofture, had conftrained him to 
conceal it ^fo long 5 but now his remorfe no longer fuffcr- 
ing him to aft fuch a diflionourable part, he acknowlcgcd^ 

.« Herodot. lib* iii. cap. 67, & fcq* 
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tihat he had been compelled by Cambyfes to put his bro« 
ther to death with his own hand ; and that the perfon 
who poffeiTed the throne, was Smerdis the magi. He 
then begged pardon of the gods and men, for the crime 
Ike had committed by compulfion, and againft his will ; 
and, denouncing many imprecations againft the Perfians* 
if they (hould negleft to recover the fovereignty, and 
puniCh the ufurper, he threw himfelf headlong from the 
0tf iiolh, top of the tower, and died on the fpot **• It is eafy to 
imagine what, confufion the news of this accident occa-^ 
fioned in the palace. 
neftve/i In the mean time the confpirators, not knowing what 
lards for ct |jad happened, were going to the palace, determined to 
^"^V^^ execute their defign. On their way they were informed 
'* of what Prexafpes had faid and done, which obliging 
them to retire, and confer together, Otan'es earneftly de- 
fired them anew to defer the enterprizc ; but Darius ftill 
infifting upon the immediate execution, and rejediing all 
propofals of delay (H), they fell in with his opinion, and 
went direftly to the palace. The guards, refpefting' their 
dignity, and not fufpefting perfons of their rank and figure, 
permitted them to pafs, without afking them any quef- 
tions ; but as they came near the king's apartment, the 
eunuchs, who attended there to receive meffages, refufed 
them admittance, and threatened the guards for permit- 
ting them to pafe. Upon this repulfe the feven Perfians, 
encouraging each other, drew their fwords, killed all that 
oppofed their paffage, and penetrated to the very room 
where the two magi were confulting about the late affair 
of Prexafpes. They no fooner heard this tumult and up- 
roar, than the one taking up a bow, and the other a ja- 
velin, the weapons that came firft to hand in that confu- 
SmertSff fion, they attacked the confpirators. He who had the 
ihemag^ bow, foon found that weapon of no ufe in fo clofe an 
murJered ^q\qy^ . but the Other, with his javelin, wounded Afpa- 
'* * thines in the thigh, and ftruck out- the eye of Intaphemes : 
one of the brothers being killed,, the other retired into a 
room adjoining to the place where they fought, with 
^ defign to ihut himfelf in ; but was fo clofely pur^v 

d Herodot. lib, iil. cap. 74^ 75. 

(H) Herodotus tells us, that pieces ; which when the feven 
as' they were contending, feven Pcrfians obferved, they accept- 
couple of hawks appeared pur- ed the omen, all to a man fell 
fuing two couple of vultures in with Darius, and marched 
il^the air,, and tearing them to ftrait to the palace. 

fued 



The Hlftety of the Verftansl Xi§ 

filed by Darius and Gobryas, that they broke into the 
rodm with him : Gobryas having feized him, held him 
fail in his arms ; but, as it was quite dark in that place^ 
Darius flood ftill, not knowing how to direft his blow, 
and fearing to (Irike, left he fhould kilt his friend, in- 
{lead of the enemy : which perplexity Gobryas perceiving, 
defired him to ftrike, though he ihould kill them both. 
Darius thus exhorted, refolved to put all to-the venture, 
and, by good fortune, killed the ufurper. Having thus 
difpatched the two brothers, they cut off their heads ; 
and leaving their two wounded companions to fecurc the 
palace, the other five, carrying the heads of the two ma- 
gi, their hands all fmeared with blood, marched out of 
tne palace^ expofed the heads to the eyes of the people, 
and declared the whole impofture. The Perfians being ^l^g „^g^ 
informed of what had pafTed, were fb enraged againft the maffacrtd^^ 
impoftors, that they fell upon the whole fe£l, and killed 
every magi they met ; and, if night coming on had not 
put an end to the flaughter, no one of that order had 
been left alive. The day on which this happened, was 
ever afterwards celebrated by the Perfians with the.greatefl 
folemnity, called by the name of Magophonia, or the 
flaughter of the magi. ^ On that feftival the inagi durft 
not, for many y»:3ars after, appear abroad ; but were 
obliged to fhut themfelves up in their houfes ^. 

Smerdis reigned only eight, months, during which time Samari* ■ 
a flop was put to the rebuilding of the temple at Jerufa- tons ob* 
lem ; for, as foon as he was feated on the throne, the Sa- A«^. '^ 
maritans acquainted him, that the Jews were rebuilding .V ^"^^^ 
their city and temple ; that they had always been a rebel- * 

lipus and flubborn people ; and that, if he allowed them 
to finifh that work, they would, without doubt, with- 
draw their obedience from the king, whereby he would 
lofe all the provinces on that fide the Euphrates. For the 
truth of what they advanced concerning the ungovernable 
temper of the Jews, they referred him to the records of 
his predecefTors, which they defired him to enquire into 
concerning this matter. Accordingly Smerdis having 
caufed the records to be carefully examined, and finding 
with what difficulty the Jews had been reduced by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, iffued an edi£l, forbidding them to pro- 
ceed any farther in the work thf y had begun, and charged 
the Samaritans to fee it put in execution. Hereupon the 

• Hcrodot, lib, iii, cap. 76— 79. 

Vol. IV. K vrox\ 



I ja 7he Hi/foty of the Per/anf. 

work was laid afidc, till the fecond year of Darius Hy(* 
f afpeS) that is for the fpace of two years \ 
Thifivin But to return to the confpirators. When the tumult 
hrds di' 2XiA, diforders which attend fuch events were appeafed, 
fttrn^%t ^^^y °^^^* ^° confult what form of government they fliould 
gevtrn* introduce. Otanes was for a republic, Megapyzus fpoke 
4n^/y/. for an oligarchy; and Darius declared for monarchy- 

The opinion of the latter was, after a long debate em- 
braced by all, except Otanes, who, finding his fentiments. 
over-ruled, told them, that fincc they were refolved ta 
fet up a king, he would not be their competitor for a 
dignity, which he abhorred ; and that being determined 
not to govern as a king, he would not be governed by one; 
and therefore was willing to givo up his right to the crown^. 
on condition, that neither he, nor his pofterity Ihould be 
fubjeft to the royal power. The other fix having granted 
him his demand ; he immediately retired, and his de- 
fcendents alone retained their liberty, which they enjoyed 
even ih our author's days, being then no farther fubjeft 
to the king, than it fuited their conveniency, and only 
obliged to conform to the cuftoms and manners of th«^ 
country ^, 

Upon his departure, the other fix began to deliberate 
in what manner they fhould proceed to the eleftion of a 
new king. But, in the firft place, they unanimoufly 
agreed, that whichfoever of them fhould be chofen, flioutd. 
every year prefent Otanes, and his pofterity with a Me- 
dian veft ; a mark of great diftinftion among the Perfians,. 
becaufe he had been the chief author of the enterprize.. 
Yr. of Fh In the next place, they determined, that the feven ihould 
A '**rl» '^^^^ ^^^^ liberty to enter into all the apartments of the 
*ti palace without being introduced ; and that the king ftiouli 
- not be allowed to marry a woman out of any other family 

than thofe of the feven confpirators. Then taking the 
future eleftion into confideration, they thought fit to re- 
fer it to Providence. Accordingly they all agreed to meet 
next morning, by the rifing of the fun, on horfeback, at 
an appointed place in the fuburbs of the city ; and that 
he whofe horfe firft neighed Ihould be king ; for the fui> 
being greatly reyered by the Perfians, they^magined by 
Darim this method, to refer the eleftion to him. Oebares, who- 
thofen king J^ad the charge of Darius's horfes, hearing of this agree-- 
/l^'^* ment, led a mare over-night to the place appointed, and 
%rcom, '^ brought to her his matter's horfe. The next morning the 

f Ezra iv. 7—14. Hcrodot. lib. iii. cap. So«>*83» 
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fiifc Pcrfians repairing to the place^ purfuant to their agree* 
ment^ Darius's horfc remembering the mare, immedi- 
ately neighed \ and his competitors diimounting, faluted 
him king*; 

The Perfian empire being thus r^ftoted, by the taiour 
of thefe feven lords, they were raifed by the new king to 
the higheft dignities, and honoured with the mod ample 
privileges : in all public affairs, they were the firft to de-* 
liver their opinions : and ever afterwards the Perfian 
kings of this race had feven chief counfellors, privileged 
in the fame manner ; by whofe advice all public afFai]# 
of the kingdom were tranfafted. Under this charafter 
we find them often mentioned in Scripture ^. 

Darius was the fon of Hyftafpes, a noble Perfian of the Hhpedi' 
royal family of Achxmenes, who had attended Cyrus in gree^ 
all his wars, and was, at that time, governor of the pro- 
vince of Perfia. Darius is called in the writings of the 
modern Perfians, Gufhtafph, and his father Lofafph, 
and are famous among the Perfians to this day. Darius, 
the better to eflablifh himfelf on the throne, married the 
two daughters of Cyrus, Atofla and Artyflona ^ The 
former had been wife to her brother Cambyfes, and alfo 
to the magi ; but Artyflona had not been married before^ 
and proved the mofl favoured and beloved of all his wives: 
for to thpfe he added Parmys the daughter of the true 
Smerdis, andPhedyma the daughter of Otanes, who de* 
teSed the magi. Having thus confirmed his power, he Di^yiof, of 
divided the whole empire into twenty fatrapies, or go- Mf empiric 
vernments, and appointed a governor over each divifion, 
ordering them pay an annual tribute ". Perfia alone was 
exempted from all manner of taxes : the Ethiopians and 
inhabitants of Colchis, were enjoined only to make fome 
prefents, and the Arabians to fumifh yearly fuch a quan- 
.tity of frankincenfe, as was equal in weight to a thoufand 
talents* By this eflablifhment, Darius received the yearly jji^ ^^^^ 
tribute of fourteen thoufand five hundred and fixty Eu- nntm 
boic talents, befides feveral other fums of fmall confe<^ 
quence ^ 

Darius in the very beginning of his reign, put to 
death Intapharnes, one of the confpirators, on the fol- 
lowing occafion : Intaphernes went to the palace to con-* 
fer with Darius ; but attempting to enter, purfuant to the 

s Herodot. lib* iii. cap. 84—37.^ ^ Ezra vii* 14. Efth. i. 

14, &c. 1 Herodot* lib. iii. cap. 8S, &lib. vii. cap. s. Juf- 

tin. lib. i. cap. lo. ^ Plato, lib. iii* de Legib. " He- 

rodot. lib, iii. cap* 85-^^974' • 
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agreement above mentioned, in virtue of which they wefe td 
have free accefs to the king at all hours, except when he was 
retired to the women's apartments with fome of his wivcs^ 
he was (topped by the door-keeper, and a meffenger, under 
colour that the king was in company with one of his wives. 
Intaphernes not believing them, drew his fcimiter, and 
having cut off both their nofes and ears, fattened their 
heads in a bridle, and fo left them. In this condition 
they went in, and (hewing themfelves to the king, ac- 
quainted him with the caufe of the ill ufage they had re- 
ceived. Darius apprehending that this attempt might 
have been concerted by the fix, fent for them, one after 
another, and a(ked, whether they approved the aftion; 
but finding that Intaphernes alone was guilty, he caufed 
him to be feized with his children and family, left his 
relations, whom he fufpeited, fliould raife a rebellion. 
While they were under confinement, the wife of Inta- 
phernes, made fuch loud complaints and lamentations at 
the gates of the palace, that Darius, touched with com- 
pafTion, granted her the life of any one of hex relations, 
leaving her the choice of the perfon. She, after fome de- 
liberation, chofe her brother. Darius afked her, why 
fhe had fo little regard to her hufband and children, as 
to fave the life of her brother rather than theirs. The 
woman readily anfwered, that (lie could get another hut- 
band, and have by him other children, if (he (hould be 
deprived of thofe (he had ; but could never have another 
brother, her father and mother being already dead. The 

Intapher-, king was fo well pleafed with this anfwer, that he not 

nes put to Qj^jy pardoned her brother, but faved alfo her eMeft fon. 
^^ * . The others were all put to death with Intaphernes, with- 
out any regard to his late defcrts °. 

Yr- of Fl. -^^ ^^ beginning of the fecond year of Darius, the Jews 
1S28. refumed the work of the temple, being exhorted thereto 

Ante CUr. by the prophet Haggai p : which the Samaritans- jinder- 
52^» (landing, applied to Tatnai, whom Darius had appointed 

' governor of Syria and Palefline, acquainting hirii that the 

Jews were not authorifed to purfue that work, which, if 
perfe£i:ed, would encourage them to (hake off the Pcrfian 
yoke. Upon thefe remonftrances, Tatnai, accompanied 
by Setharboznai, who feems to have been governor of Sa- 
' maria, went up to Jerufalem, and enquired of the elders, 
by what authority they had refumed thp work. The el- 
,ders produced the decree of Cyrus. Whereupon the go- 

f Kerodot. lib. ji]« cap. 118, 119. p Hagg. 5. j. 
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•^rnor, vnio was a man of great juftice and probity, wrote 
±0 the king, fairly ftating the cafe, and defiring, that 
fearch might be made int^o the archives for the decree of 
Cyrus, which the Jews produced to juftify themfelves in 
urhat they were doing. The king, upon the receipt of ^^^ build- 
this letter, ordered the archives of Babylon and Ecbatan ing of tin 
to be carefully examined ; and the decree being found in temple re- 
thofe af the latter, for Cyrus was at Ecbatan in Media, fumed by a 
when he granted it, the king commanded it to be ftriftly > n- :^, 
obferved in every particular. Having fent it to Tatnai and 
Setbarboznai, he enjoined Aem to fee it fully and effec- 
tually put in execution ; decreeing, that whofoever fliould 
attempt to alter the edift, or obftruft the Jews in tnat 
work, fhould have his houfe pulled down, and a gibbet 
being made of the timber of it, fhould be hanged thereon, 
On the publication of this decree at Jerufalem, the work 
of the temple went on very fuccefsfully, and the ftate 
of the Jews in Judxa and Jerufalem was entirely re- 
ftored 9, 

About the beginning of the fifth year of Darius, the Yr. of Fl. 
jBabylonians, not being able to live any longer in fubjec- . '^^** 
tion to the Perfians, who not only loaded them with -^»*^^^Chr. 
heavy taxes, but had removed the imperial feat from Ba- ^ 

bylon, formerly the miftrefs of the Eaft, to Sufa, and 
thereby greatly diminifhed the fplendor of that city, at- 
tempted to retrieve their ancient, grandeur, by fetting up 
for theilifelves againft the Perfians. , With this view, tak- 
ing advantage of the troubles that happened, firft on the 
^eath of Cambyfcs, and afterwards on the murder of the ^he Baby 
jufurper Smerdis, they had privately ftorcd their city with lonians rr- 
all manner of provifions for many years ; and at laft broke *^'^'^« 
put into open rebellion, which drew Darius, witrh all his 
forces, to befiege the city. The Babylonians feeing them- 
felves fliut up by fo numerous and powerful an army, 
turned all their thougbta to the fupporting of a long 
fiege, which, they imagined, would tire out the enemies 
troops. 'Vo prevent the confumption of their provifions, 
they took the moftdefperate and barbarous refolution that 
ever was put in execution by any nation. They agreed 
iimong themfelves, to get rid of all unneceflary mouths; 
and therefore, drawing together all the women, old men, rt-»^y . ^ 
and children, they firanglcd them without diftinftion, peratepo^ 
whether wives, fathers, mothers, or fifters, every one licy. ^ 
being allowed to fave only the wife he liked heft, and a 

<! E)zra, V. 3, 4, 5, 16, 17. & vi. i'-«i4« 
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maid fcryant to do the work of the houfe ^. Darius, hav« 
ing lain before Babylon a year and eight months, and be? 
ing no lefs tired than his army, with fo tedious a fiege, 
endeavoured by various ftratagems and artifices, to take 
the place ; among others, he made ufe of that which had 
fucceeded fo well with Cyrus ; but all his efforts were 
rendered ineffeftual, by tne unwearied vigilance of the 
Babylonians. When he was ready to break up the iiege, 
and return to Perfia, Zopyrus, one of his chief com- 
manders, pi^t him in pofleflion pf the (own by the follow? 
ing contrivance : he cut ofF his own nofe and ears ; and, 
having mangled his body in a mod cruel manner with 
ftripes, fled to the Babylonians, thus disfigured, feigning 
that he wa^ fo treated by Darius, for advifing him to raife 
^he fiege. 

The Babylonians, feeing a man of that diftinflion fo 
barbaroufly ufed, believed all he faid againft Darius ; and 
afluring themfelves of his fidelity, gave him the command 
pf fome forces. With thefe he fallied out, and having 
furrounded ten thoufand PerfianSj which Darius by agree- 
ment had polled near the waljs, he cut them all in pieces^ 
on the fpot. A few days after, in another fally, he killed 
two thoufand more. Thefe fuccefies fo pleafed the Baby- 
lonians, that he was appointed commander in chief of all 
their forces. Being vefted with this command, he made 
a third fally, and put four thoufand Feffians more to 
the fword. Zopyrus acquired fuch credit by thefe exploits^ 
^hat the guard of the city was entirely committed to his 
care. Not Ipng after, Darius, purfuant to the agreement 
they had made, advanced with the whole body of hi$ 
army, and furrounded the city. The Babylonians inount- 
ing the walls, made a vigorous defence ; but, in the mean 
time, Zopyrus, opening the gates of Belus and CiiTia, in- 
troduced the Perfians, and delivered up the city to Darius* 
. Thus, Babylon wast^ken afecond time; and Darius, be- 
ing put in poffeflSon of it, lowered the walls from two hun- 
dred cubits to fifty. As for the inhabitants, after having 
impaled about three thoufand of the moft guilty and aftivet 
^n the revolt, he pardoned the reft. And, becaufe the 
Babylonians bad deftroyed their v^'^omen, he took care to 
f^rnifli them with wives, enjoining the neighbouring pro- 
vinces to fend fifty thoufand women to Babylon, without 
'^hich fupply, the place muft foon have become depopu- 
As for Zopyrus, he was rewarded by Darius with 
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^e liigheft honours he couU he^ upon him^ daring the 
whole courfe of his life. That prince frequently ufed to 
iay^ that he would willingly lofe twenty BabylonSj rather 
than fee Zopyrus fo disfigured. Befides many other am-* 
le rewards, he beftowed upon him the revenues of Ba- 
ylon for life, free from -all charges and taxes ( and could 
never after behold him, without (bedding tears '. 

After the redu£Hon of Babylon, Darius undertook an Darius^s 
-expedition againft the Scythians inhabiting tbofe coun* expediunn 
tries which lie between the Danube and the Tanais. His f^'^^J^*^ 
pretence for this war was, to revenge, the calamities which ^ 
they had brought upon AHa, when they invaded that 
•country about one hundred and twenty years before, and 
held it in fubjeftion for the fpace of twenty-eight years. Yr. of Fl. 
Having made vail preparations for this expedition, and 1S34. 
levied an army of feven hundred thoufand men, he march- ^^^^ ^^""^ 
cd to the Thradan Bofphorus ; and, havine there pafled ^'^' 
over a bridge of boats, he reduced all Tnrace. From uij^afl 
Thrace he advanced to the Ifter or Danube, where he had army. 
appointed his fleet to join him« Here he marched over 
another bridge of boats, and entered Scythia. The Scy- 
thians, determined not to venture an engagement in the 
open field, ibut to withdraw themfelves from the frontiers, 
in proportion as the Pei^ans advanced, laying wafte the 
country, and filling up the wells and fprings. Purfuant Darists c- 
to this refolution, they met Darius on the frontiers, and *^V7^'fL 
finding him difpofed to give them battle, they retired from 'scythians* 
country to country, till his army was qilite tired with fuch 
tedious and fatiguing marches. At laft he began to be 
fenfible of the danger he was in of perifhing with all his 
forces. Having refolved to give over the rafli enterprize, 
sind retire home, he lighted, in the night, a great num- 
4)er of fires, and leaving the old men and fick behind him 
in the camp, he marched off with all pofiible expedition, 
in order to reach the Danube. The Scythians perceiving 
fiext morning that the enemy was decamped, detached a 
confiderable body to the Danube, who, as they were well 
acquainted wi^ the roads, arrived at that river before 
Darius. The Scythians had fent exprefTes before-hand,, 
to perfuadcthe lonianS} whom Darius had left to guard 
the bridge, to break it down, and retire to their own 
-country. Now they prefied them to it more earneftly, re.- 
prefenting, that, as the time prefcribed by Darius was ex- 
jpired, they were at liberty to return home, without breaks 

• Herodot. lib.iii- cap. 154^:60. & Juftin, lib. i* in fine. . 
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tng their word, or being wanting to their duty 5 for pafi ;;>;. 
rius had given them leave to break down the bridge, and' 
"withdraw to their own country, if he did not return at a" 
fixed time, which was already elapfcd. Hereupon the 
lonians deliberated, whether they fhould comply with the 
requeil of the Scythians. 
Miltiades*s Miltiades, prince of the Cherfoncfus of Thrace, having 
wWf «</- ^^g public intereft more at heart than his own private ad- 
l[om)arMy vantage, was for embracing fo favourable an opportunity 
lonians^ of (baking off the Perfian yoke, breaking down the bridge, 
and thereby cutting off Darius's refreat. AH the other 
commanders acquiefced, excepting Hyftieus prince of 
Miletus, who reprefented to the Ionian chiefs, that their * 
power was conne£ted with that of Darius, fince it was under 
his proteftion ; that each of them was lord in his own 
city ; and that the cities of Ionia would not fail to depofe 
them and recover their liberty, if the Perfian power fliould 
fink or decline. This fpeech made a deep impreflion on 
the Ionian generals ; and private interelt prevailing over 
the public good, they^determined to wait for Darius. But^ 
to deceive the Scythians, and prevent them from ufingt-any- 
violence, they declared, that their defign was to retire, 
purfuant to their requeft ; and, the better to impofe upon 
the enemy, they began to break down the bridge, encou« 
raging the Scythians to return back, and give Darius 
battle. They readily complied with the propofal, but 
miffed Darius, who arrived fafc at the bridge, repaffed the 
Danube, and returned into Thrace. Here he left Mega- 
byzus, one of his generals, with part of his army, to- 
complete the conquefl of that country. With the reft of 
his troops, he paffed the Bofphbrus, and took up hisquar- 
, tcrs at Sardis, where he fpent the winter, and thegreateft 
part of the year following, to refrefh his army, which 
had fuffered extremely in that rafli and unfuccefsful ex- 
pedition ^ 

Megabyzus, having brought all Thrace under fubjeftion, 
difpatched feven Perfian noblemen, that ferved' under 
him, to Amyntas king of Macedon, injoining him to ac- 
knowlege Darius for his mafter, by the delivery of earth 
and water. Amyntas not only complied with their re*- 
queft, but received them into his houfe ; and having pre- 
pared a fumptuous feaft, entertained them with great 
magnificence. At the end of the entertainment^ the Per- 

t Herodot. lib. iv. cap. 1, 85, g6, & ftqq» Jullin. lib. ii. cap. 5. 
. Cornel. Nep. in Miltiad. 
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^ fians,. being heated with wine, defired Amyntas to bring 
*" k{ his concubines, wives, and daughters. Though this 
.^ ' requeft was contrary to the cuftom of the country, the 
king, fearing to difpleafe them, did as they required. 
But the Perfians, not obferving a due decency on that oc- Theferfian 
cafion, the king's fon, by name Alexander, being no i^ordsmaf- 
longer able to fee his mother and fillers treated in fiich a -^f ^ 
manner, contrived to fend them out of the room as if they ^ ' 

were to return immediately; and at the fame time, had 
the precaution to withdraw his father. In the mean time, 
he caufed a like number of young men to be dreffed like 
women, and armed with poinards under their garments. 
Thefe he brought into the room, ihftead of the others ; 
and, when the Perfians began to ufe them as they had Yr. of FI. 
treated the women, they drew their poinards, and killed 2835. 
both the noblemen and their attendants. Great fearch ^^^^ ^^^* 
was made by Megabyzus for thefe noblemen : but Alex- ^'^* 
ander, having with large prefents, bribed ^bares, who ^ 

was fent to inquire after them, their tleath was concealed, 
and the whole matter ftifled". 

. The Scythians, to be revenged on Darius for invading nraee 
their country, having paffed the Danube, laid wafte all P^f^^df^ed 
that part oif Thrace which had fubmitted to the Perfians, %lJ^^^f^^' 
as far as the Hellefpont ; and loaded with booty returned 
home without any oppofition. 

Darius, having fufficiently refrefhed his troops after the Darius^s 
Scythian expedition, began to think of extending his do- conquefi of 
minions eaftwards ; and, in order to facilitate his defign, ^»^''*- 
refolved in the firfl place to make a difcovery of thofe 
countries.' With this view he caufed a fleet to be built Yr. of'FU 
and equipped at Cafpatyrus, a city on the river Indus. >^39' 
The command of this fleet he gave to Scylax, a Grecian ^^® ' 
of Caryandia, a city of Caria, who was well verfed 
in maritime affairs. His orders were to fail down the cur- 
rent, and to make the heft difcoveries he could of the 
countries on both fides of the river, until he arrived at the 
Southern Ocean ; from thence he was to fteer his coiirfe 
weft ward, and that way return back to Perfia. Scylax, 
having exa£Wy obferved his inftruftions, and failed down 
the river Indus, entered the Red Sea by the Streights of 
Babelmandel; and, on the thirtieth month from his firft 
fetting out, landed in Egvptj at the fame place from 
whence N echo, king of Egypt, formerly fent out the 
Phoenicians, who were in his fcrvice, to fail round the 

Herodot. lib, v* cap. ao« 

coafts 
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coafts df Africa. From hence Scylas returned to Sufar 
where he gave Darius a full account of his obfervations. 
Parius hereupon entered India at the head of a numerous 
army \ and reducing that large country^ made it the twen- 
tieth province of the Perfian empire. Our author givea 
BO account of this important war ; he only fays that Pa- 
riu9 received from the provinces he conquered la this ex- 
pedition, an annual tribute of three hundred and fixty 
talents of gold, according to the number of the days of 
the Perfian year at that time'' (H). 
7TI# revolt Darius, after his return to Sufa from the Scythian ex- 
e^the hni' p^dition, had appointed his brother Artaphemes governor 
of Sardis, and given Otanes the government of Thrace, 
. and the adjacent countries along the fea-coaft, in the room 
of Megabyzus. In the mean time> a fedition happening 
in N^xus, the chief ifland of the Cyclades, in the ^gean 
Sea, now called the Archipelago, the principal inhabi- 
tants, being ^perpowered by the populace, were banifhed 
the ifland. In their diftrefs they had recourfe to Arifta- 
goras, befeeching him to reftore them to their country. 
Ariftagoras at that time refided at Miletus, and governed 
that city as deputy to Hyftseus, to whom he was both ne* 
phew and fon-in-law. When Ariftagoras underftood their 
cafe, he refolved to improve the opportunity^ and attempt 
to make himfelf matter of Naxus. With this view he 
promifed to give the exiles all the aflSftance in his powers 
but not being ftrong chough to accomplifli his defign 
with his own forces, he communicated the matter to Ar^ 
taphemes the king's brother, governor of Sardis, repre- 
Artfiag9' fenting to him, that this was a fair opportunity of reduc- 
ras's at- ' ing Naxus : that if he were once mafter of that ifland, all 
ttmpt upon the reft of the Cyclades might be eafily brought under ful>* 
f^T^t d j^^^°" • ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ Eubcea, lying very near the other, 
by mega* would be an eafy conqueft^ and from thence the king 
bates. would have a free paflfage into Greece. Artapherncs was 

Vr. of FL fo well pleafed v^ith thefe propofals, that, inftead of the 
A 'f ^h hundred ihips which Ariftagoras demanded, he promifed 
.Q^^ * him two hundred, provided the king approved of the eii«» 
, terprize. And accordingly, having obtained the king's 

^ Herodot. lib. iv. cap. 44. & feq. 

(H) This payment was made the loweft computation, a- 

accordingto theftandardof the mounted to one million, nine- 

Eubcei talent, the fame with ty-five thoufand pounds Her- 

the Attic J and therefore , by ling* 

confent^ 
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coafent, ke fent the next fpring to Miletus the nuiAberof 
ihips which he had promifed, under the command of Me« 
gabates, a noble Perfian of the Acfasemenian family; but, 
his commifEon being to obey the orders of Ariftagoras, 
and the haughty Perfian not brooking to be under the 
command of an Ionian, a diiTenfion arofe between the two 
generals; which was carried fo far, that Megabates, to 
be revenged on Ariftagoras, gave the Naxians fecret in- 
telligence of the defign that was carrying on againft them. 
Hereupon they made fuch preparations for their defence, 
that the Perfians, after having fpent four months in be- 
fieging the chief town of the ifland, and confuming all 
their provifions, were obliged to retire. The projeft hav* 
ing thus mifcarried, Megabates threw all the blame upon 
Ariftagoras ; and his falfe accufations being more favour* 
aWy heard than the juft defence of the ojthcr, Artaphemes 
condemned him to defray a^l the charges of the expedi- *► 

tion, giving him to underftand, that they would be exafted "^ 
with the utmoft rigour. As he was not able to pay fo 
large a fum, he forefaw that this affair would end, not 
only in the lofs of his government, but in his utter ruin. 
This defperate fituation made him entertain thoughts o£ 
revolting from the king, as the only expedient whereby he 
could extricate himfelf from his prefent difficulties. No 
fooner had he formed this defign, than a meflengcr arrived 
from Hyftiaeus, who confirmed him in it. Hyftiaeus, after 
feveral years continuance at the Perfian court, being weary 
of the manners of that nation, and defirous to return to 
his own country, thought this the moft likely way to ac- 
complifh his defire; for he flattered himfelf, ifanydif- 
turbances ihould arife in Ionia, he could prevail with 
Darius to fend him thither to appeafe them, as in efFeft it 
happened. Ariftagoras, finding his own inclinations back- 
ed by the orders of Hyftiseus, imparted his defign to the ^^^^^pthe 
leading men of Ionia, whom he found ready to come into ^^J^?/ ^^ 
his meafures ; and therefore, being now determined to 
revolt, applied himfelf wholly to make all manner of pre- 
parations for fo great an undertaking *. 

Next year Ariftagoras, in order to engage the lonians 
more refolutely to ftand by him, reinftated them in their 
liberty, and all their former privileges. He began with 
Miletus, where be divefted himfelf of his power, and gave 
it up into the hands of the people. He then undertook a 
journey through all Ionia, where, by his example and cre- 

» Herodot. lib, v. cap. 30, 3^ 

dit^ 
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dit, lie prevailed upon all the other petty princes, or, as 
the Greeks then called them, tyrants, to do the fame. 
Having thus united them all into one common league, of 
which he himfelf was declared the head, he openly re- 
volted from the king ; and made great preparations both., 
by fea and land for carrying on a 'war. To ftrengthen 
bimfelf the niore againft the Perfians, in the beginning of 
the following year he went to Lacedsemon, to engage that 
city in his intereft ; but not being able to prevail upon 
Clleomenes, who was at that time king of I^acedaemon, to 
fend him any fuccours, he proceeded tp Athens, where 
Is joined by he met with a favourable reception ; for he had th^ good 
the Athfni- fortune to arrive at a time when the Athenians were dif- 
^•'^- pofed to clofe with any mcafures ag^inft the Perfians, 

with whom they were highly exafperated on the following 
occafion : Hippias, the fon of Pifiltratus, tyrant of Athens, 
having been baniihed about fen years before, and having 
tried in vain feveral other, ways to bring about bis reftora- 
tion, at length applied to Artaphcmes, at Sardis; and, 
having ipfinuated himfelf into his favour, did all that lay 
in his power to ftir him up againft his country. The 
Athchiafis, having intelligence of thefe praftices, fent 
ambafla^ors to Sardis, defiring Artaphernes not to give 
ear to wh^^t any of their outlaws fhould inCnuate to their 
difadvantage. The anfwer of Artaphernes to this em- 
bafly was, that, if they defired to live in peace, they muft 
recal Hippias. This haughty meffage incenfed the Athe-? 
nians to a great degree againft the Perfians j and Arifta- 
goras, arriving there juft at this junfture, eafily obtained 
whatever he dcfireiK Ihe Athenians ordered a. fleet of 
twenty fliips to be immediately equipped, and fent to the 
affiftance of the lonians. 

Thefe laft, having drawn together all their troops^ and 

being reinforced with the twenty Athenian fliips, and five 

more from JEretria, a city in the ifland of Euboea, fet fail 

for Ephefus ; and having left their fliips there, marched 

by land to the city of Sardis, which they eafily reduced. 

Sardis tak' As moft of the houfes were built with reeds, an Ionian 

iH and foldier, having accidentally fet one of them on fire, and 

thilomans, ^^ fl^^nie fpreading, the whole city was reduced to a{hes ; 

but the citadel, whether Artaphernes had retired, was 

Yr. of Fl. preferved. After this accident, the Perfians and Lydians 

A '^^ch ^^^^'i^^g together their forces, and other troops coming in 

coo. * ^^^ march to their afliftance, the lonians, who had not 

- been able to force the citadel, judged it was high time 

for them to withdraw j and accordingly marched back 

with 
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with all poflible expedition, in order to reimbark at Epbe<r 
fus : but, before they had reached that place, they were j^^/^^, ju 
overtaken by the enemy, and defeated with great llaugh- feattd, 
ter ^. The Athenians, who efcaped, immediately hoifted 
fail, and returned home ; nor could they ever afterwards 
be. prevailed upon to concern themfelves in this war.: 
however, their having engaged thus far, gave gffe to that 
war, which was carried on afterwards for feveral genera- 
tions by the two nations, and ended at laft in the utter 
deftrudiion of the Perfian empire ; for, Darius, being in- 
formed of the burning of Sardis, and hearing that the 
Athenians had been concerned in that undertaking, deter- 
mined from that time to make war upon Greece : and, 
that he might never forget his refolution, he commanded 
one of his officers to cry every day to him, with a loud 
voice, while he wasi at dinner, three times, '* Remember Darlusu 
the Athenians */' In the burning of Sardis," the temple nfentment 
of Cybele, the chief goddefs of that country, accidentally ^^g^^mftthi 
taking fire, was entirely con fumed. This accident ferved ^^^'^^^^^* 
afterwards as a pretence to the Periians for burning all the 
temples af Greece *. But the true motive which led them 
to this outrage, we fhall have occafion to mention liere-* 
after. 

The lonians, though deferted by the Athenians, and ^tUniant 
confiderably weakened by their late overthrow, did not fuccefs a- 
lofe courage, but purfued their point with great refolu-- gainft ihg 
tion. . Their fleet failed to the Hellefpont and thePropon- ^*^M^* 
tis, where they reduced the city of Byzantium, and mod 
of the other Greek cities on thofe coafts. As they were 
failing back they made a dcfcent on Caria, and obliged 
the inhabitants to join them in this war : the people of 
Cyprus like wife entered into the fame .confederacy, and 
openly revolted from the Perfians. The Perfian generals 
in thofe quarters, finding that the revolt began to be uni- 
verfal, drew together what troops they had in Cilicia, and 
the neighbouring provinces ; and, at the fame time, en- 
joined the Phoenicians to aflift them with their whole naval 
power. The lonians, as they were failing to Cyprus, fell 
in with the Phoenician fleet, attacked and difperfed tbem. 
But at the fame time the Perfian troops that wefae landed 
in .Cyprus, having gained a complete viftory over the 
rebels, and killed in the engagement Ariftagora§ himfelf, AnQa^oras 
the leading man and firft author of the revolt, the lohi- defeated 

and killtd* 

Y HcFQclot. lib. v. cap. 38.— loi, » Idem, ibidi cap. 105, 

• Idem, bid. cap. ^8— A.03, 

903 



I 

14ft The Hiftory of the Perfianu 

afis rea{)ed fio advantage from their vi£lory by fea ; for ttre 
%hole ifland of Cyprus was again brought under fubjec-* 



After the reduftion of Cyprus, Daurifes, Hymees, and 
Otanes, three Peril an generals, and all fons-in-law to Da- 
tius, having div'ded their forces into three bodies, march- 
ed three Afereht ways againft the revolters : Daurifes held 
his courfe to the Hellefpont, and from thence, after pof« 
feffing himfelf of the revolted cities, marched againft the 
Carians, whom- he overthrew in two fucceiTive battles \ 
but in a third, being drawn into an ambufcade, he was 
flain, with feveral other Perfians of diftin(9:ion> and his 
whole army cut in pieces. Hymees, after having taken 
the city of Cius in Myfia, reduced all the Uian coaft; but, 
falling {ick at Troas, died foon after. Artaphernes and 
Otanes, with the reft of the Perfian generals, finding that 
'Miletus was the centre of the Ionian confederacy, refolved 
to march thither with all their forces, concluding that, if 
they could carry that city, all the others would fubmit of 
their own accord. Purfuant to this refolution they enter- 
ed Ionia, and jiEolia, where the ftrength of the enemy 
hy, and took Cleomena in Ionia, and Cyma in ^olia ; 
which fuccefs was fuch a blow to the whole confederacy, 
that their leader, not finding himfelf in a condition, after 
that lofs, to make head againft the Perfians, refolved to 
abandon Miletus, and confult his own fafety, by retiring 
to fome diftant place. Accordingly he embarked with fuch 
as were willing to follow him, and fet fail for the river 
Strymon in Thrace, where he feized on the territory of 
Myrcinus, which had been formerly gi,ven by Darius to 
Hyftiaeus ; but, as he was befieging a place fituated be- 
yond thofe limits, he was killed by the Thracians, and all 
his army cut in pieces. On his departure from Miletus, 
he left the government in the hands of Pythagoras, an 
Eminent citizen ; who, being informed that Artaphernes 
and Otanes defigned to bend all their force againft Mile- 
tus, fummoned a general affembly of the lonians. In this 
tneeting it was agreed that they fhould not attempt to 
bring an *my into the field, but only to fortify and ftore 
their city with all manner of provisions for a fiege, and 
draw all their forces together to engage the Perfians at 
fea, thinking themfelves, on account of their Ikill in ma- 
ritime affairs, moft likely to have the advantage in a na- 
val engagement. The place appointed for their general 

*> Hetodot. lib. v. cap. ioS-«ii6, 

rendezvous 
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rendezvous was Lada, a fmall ifland, over-againft Thelonlahs 
Miletus ; where accordingly they met with a fleet of three defeated at 
hundred and fifty-thrce fail. At the fight of this fleet, f^^ ^*^ '"'- 
the Perfians, though double their number, avoided en- *^' * 
gaging, until by their emiflTaries they had fecretly cor- 
rupted the greateft part of the confederates ; and perfuad- 
cd them to defert the common caufe. When they came to 
battle, the Samians, Lefbians, and feveral others, hold- 
ing fail, returned to their refpeftive countries. As the 
remaining fleet of the confederates did not confift of 
above a hundred fliips, they were quickly overpowered 
by the Perfians, and almoil entirely deftroyed. The city MiUims 
of Miletus was immediately befieg^d both by fea and land, taken by tftt 
and foon taken by the conquerors, who razed it to the ^*^fi^** 
ground, the fixth year after the revolt of Ariftagoras. 
All the other towns that had revolted, returned either by 
force or of their own accord to their duty. Thofe that 
ftood out were treated as they had been threatened before- 
hand. The handfomeft of their youths were made yf. of FL 
eunuchs, and their young women fent into Perfia: their 1851. 
cities and temples were reduced to aflics. Such were the -Ante Chr. 
calamities the lonians drew upon themfelves by feconding ^^^; 
the ambitious views of two enterprifing men, Ariftagoras "' 

and Hyftiaeus ^. 

The latter had his (hare in the general calamity ; for, Uyfitmut 
being taken by the Perfians and carried to Sardrs, he was crucified* 
immediately crucified by order of Artaphernes, who haf- 
tened his execution, without confulting Darius, left his 
affe£^ion for him (hould incline him to pardon one, who, 
if he were again let loofe, would not fail to create new 
difturbances. It afterwards appeared that Artaphernes 
conjeSure was well grounded ; for when Hyftiaeus's head 
^as brought to Darius, he expreflTed great difpleafure 
againft the authors of his death, and caufed his head to be 
honourably interred, as the remains of a perfon to whom 
he profefled infinite obligation *. That Greek was the 
moft bold, reftlefs, and enterprifing genius of his age : 
with him all means were good and lawful that ferved to 
promote the end he had in view; for he acknowleged no 
other rule of his adrions than his own intereft and ambi- 
tion, to which he readily facrificed the good of his coun- 
try, and the lives of his neareft relations. 

c Herodot lib. v. cap. iss ft feq; s(nd lib* vi« cap* 18^ ' He- - 
rodot« libi vi. cap. %% 30. 
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The Phoenician fleet having reduced all the iflands on 
the coaft of AG a, Darius recalled all his other generals^ 
and appointed Mardonius, the fon of Gpbryas, a young 
PerGan tiobleman, who had lately married one of his 
daughters, to be commander in chief of all the forces 
quartered on the coafts of A(ia, ordering him to invade 
Greece, and revenge on the Athenians and Eretrians^ 
the burning of Sardis. Mardonius, having aflembled his 
forces at the Hellefpont, marched, purfuant to his orders, 
through Thrace into Macedonia, ordering his fleet firfl to 
reduce Thafus, and then to coaft along the fhorc, as he march- 
ed by land, that they might be at hand to afl in concert 
with each other. On his arrival in Macedonia, all the coun- 
try, terrified at the arrival of fuch a mighty army, fubmit- 
ted ; but the fleet, in doiibling the cape of mount Athos, in 
order to gain the coafts of Macedonia, was entirely difperfed 
by a violent ftorm, which deftroycd upwards of three 
hundred (hips, and twenty thoufand men. His fand army 
met at the fame time with a misfortune no lefs fatal ; for, 
being encamped in a place not fufficiently fecured and 
fortified, the Bryges, a people of Thrace, attacking him 
in the night, broke into the camp, flew a great number of 
his men, and wounded Mardonius himfelf, who, being 
difabled by thefe loflTes to profecute his defign either by fea 
or land, marched back into Afia, without reaping any ad- 
vantage for his matter, or glory to himfelf, in this expe- 
dition *. 

Darius, hearing of the ill fuccefs of Mardonius, and 
afcribing it to his want of experience, thought fit to recal 
him, and appoint two other gegerals in his room. Dates a 
Mede, and Artaphernes his own nephew, the fon of Ar- 
taphernes the king's brother, and late governor of Sardis. 
But, before he would make any farther attempts on Greece^ 
he judged it expedient fir ft to found the Greeks, and try 
how thofe different ftates ftood aflrefted to, or were averfe 
from the Perfian government. With this view, he fent 
heralds to all their cities to demand earth and water, in 
token of fubmiffion : on the arrival of thefe heralds, many 
of the Greek cities, dreading the power of the Perfians, 
complied with their demands ; as did alio the inhabitants 
of ^gina, a fmall ifland over-againft, and not far from 
Athens; but at Athens and 8parta they did not meet 
with fo favourable a reception, being, in one place thro^vn 
into % deep di^cb, and in the other into a well, and bid to 



« Hcrodot. lib. vi, cap. 43—45. 
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letch earth and water from thence. The Athenians and 
Spartans a£led thus in the heat of paflion ; but when they 
came to a cooler temper, they were afliamed of what they 
had doncy looking upon it as a violation of the law of na-* 
tions) and accordixigly fent ^mbafTadors to the king of 
FerGa at Sufa, to ofl^r him fatisfadion for the afBrontthey 
had put upon his heralds. ButDarius, declaring himfelf 
fully fatisfied with that embaiTy^ fent the ambaifadors back 
to their refpe£live countries) though thofe of Sparta vo-» 
iuntary offered themfelves as viftims, to expiate the crime 
which their countrymen had been guilty of ^ 

Darius, being entirely bent upon the reduction of 
Greece, haftened the departure of his generals, Datis and 
Artaphemes. Their in(lru£):ions were to plunder the 
,cities of Eretrla and Athens, to bum down to the ground 
all their houfes and temples, to make all the inhabitants 
of both places flaves, and fend them to Darius j for 
which purpofe they went provided with a great number of 
chains and fetters. The two generals, having appointed 
their fleet to meet at Samos^ fet fail from thence with fix 
hundred ihips, and five hundred thoufand men s, fteering 
their courfe to Naxus ; which ifland they eafily made Saxus ta* 
themfelves mafters of, and, haying burnt the chief city, hen by the 
and all the temples of this and the other iflands in thofe Pirfans, 
feas, they flood direftly for Eretria, a town in Euboea, y^. ^f p|, 
which they took after a fiege of feven days, by the trea- 1858, 
chery of Euphorbus and Philagrus, two principal citizens* Ante Chr. 
Having taken Eretria^ pillaged the city, fet fire to the ^^Q' 
temples, in revenge for thofe that had been burnt at Sar- _ . ^ 
dis, and inflaved the inhabitants^ purfuant to their orders, i^gtrayed /• 
they failed to Attica. Hippias the fon of Pififtratus, who, thi Per- 
as we have faid above, had fled to the Perfians, condu£):- ^am. 
ed them after thev had landed, to the plainsyof Marathon. 
Hence they fent heralds to Athens, acquainting the citi- 
zens with the fate of Eretria, in hopes that this news 
would frighten them into an immediate furrender. The 
Athenians had fent to Lacedaemon to defire fuccours againfb 
the common enemy ; which the Lacedaemonians granted : 
but they could not fet out till fome days after, on account 
of an ancient and fuperflitious cufiom, which obtained at 
Sparta, and did not allow them to begin a march before 
the full moon. Not one of their allies offered to af&ft 
them» fuch a terror had the Forfian army flruck into the 

f Herod ot. lib. vi. cap. 46—49. k lib. vU. cap. i33« 
g Plutarch, in Moral, p. 8s9« 

Vol. IV. L cities 
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ciries of Greece. The ifihabitants of Platska alone fur^ 
nifhed them with a thoufand men. In this extremity the 
Athenians were obliged to arm their flaves^ contrary to 
their pra£kice on all other occafions ^. 

The Perfian army, conniranded by Datis, cdnfifted of 
one hundred thoufand foot^ and ten thoufand horfe ; that 
of the Athenians, amounted, in the whole, .but to ten 
thoufand men. It ^as commanded by ten generalsj one 
of which was Miltbdes, wfcom we fliall have occaQon to 
mention o/ten in the hiftory of Greece. Thefe ten ge** 
nerals were to have the comnfond of the army, each for 
one day in his turn. When the army was aflembfcd, a 
difpute arofe among them, ii^hether they Should venture 
an enfgagement in the field, oi^ only fortify and defend ' 
Mihiadis* the city. They were all for the latter opinion, excepc 
braye refo- Miltiades, who declared that the only way to raifc the 
iutton^ courage of their own troops, and ftrikc terror into the 
enemy, was to advance boldly and attack them with in- 
trepidity. Ariftides, convinced by the fpeech of Mil- 
tiades, embraced his opinion, and brought c^er to it fome 
of the other commanders. Callimachus likewife, who 
had been very fanguine at firft againft fuch a rafh enter-> 
prize, at length agreed with Miltiades i and a refolution wa» 
taken to engage the enemy in the open field. All the 
commanders, who were for venturing a battle, when their 
turn came to command the army, yielded that honour to 
Miltiades, all fentimcnts of jealoufy giving way to the 
public good ; but, though he accepted the command, he 
would not hazard an engagement before his own day. A» 
foon as that came, he endeavoured, by the advantage of 
the ground, to make up what he wanted in ftrength and 
*rhe battti number. He drew up his army at the foot of a moun- 
ot Mara" tain, that the enemy might not furround him and fall 
^ '*''• upon his rear. Hte covered his flanks with large trecsj , 

which he caufed to be cut down for that ptirpofe^ and in I 
order to render the Perfian cavalry ufelefs. The Athe- 
nian forces-were (b drawn up, that they were equal in 
front to the Perfians 5 but, becaufe they had not a fnft- 
cient number of " men in the centre, that part was 
extremely weak, the main ftrength of the army con- 
fifting in the wings. All things being thus difpofed, and 
tlie facrifice, according to the cuftom of the GreekSj per^ 
formed, Miltiades, without waiting the motions of the 
Per Cans, ordered the fignal for the battle to be given > 

"^ Herodot. lib. vi. cap. 94— 99* 

when 
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ISirben the Athenians fell upon the enemy with' fuch coil-* 
rage and refolutiotiy as can hardly be eixpreiTed. The 
PerfianS) feeihs the Athenians advance, imputed their 
condud to iblly and defpair, as they inhere not only 
few in nuHiber, out eiitirdy deftitute of hoi-fey and, with-^ 
put ftirring, prepared themfelves to receive the enemy* 
After a long and obftinate fight, the Perfians and Sacas 
broke the centre of the Athenians, having made their ^ 

^eateft efforts againft that part. The centre was com* 
manded by Ariftides and Themiftocles, who, with gredt 
intrepidity, made head againft the whole Perfian ^my, Perfians 
till, being born down by numbers, and quite overpower- ^^J'^ted hf 
cd, they were obliged to give ground. But the Atbc- jjjj^'j'^'" 
nisitis and Plataeans, who were in the two wings, having ^ 

defeated thofe of the enemy, came up to the relief 
pf their centre, juft as they were betaking themfelves to a 
precipitate flight, after having inaintained a running-fight 
for fome hours. At their arrival the fcale was quicKly 
turned \ for, attacking the enemy in flank, they foon put 
them ia diforder, and obliged them, with great flaughter,i 
to fly to their fleet, whither they purfued thep, took fe- 
ven of their ihips, and burnt a great many more K In 
this a£lion, feveral Athenians of diftindlion were flain, 
and amongft others, Callimachus and Stafileus, two of 
the chief commanders, with only two hundred private 
men ; whereds the Perfians left, even according to Hero* 
dotus, who makes it much lefs than any other author^ 
above fix thoufand dead on the field of battle \ befides a 

Seat many more who were killed in the flight ; burnt in 
eir fliips, and drowned in the fea, as they attempted to 
iave themfelves on board their veflTels (I). Hippias was ^^PP^^ 

killed -^^'''• 

i Herodot. lib. vi. cap. loi— 117. Juftin. lib. li, cap. 9. Val. 
Max. lib V. cap, 3. Plutarch, in Parail. fub jnit. JEmW. Prob. 
in Miltiad. 



•(I) Juftin tells U8, that the 
Perfians loft, on this very re- 
markable occafion,by the fword, 
and by ihipwreck, two hun- 
dred thoufand mei^; -on the 
other hand, Herodotus, who 
flourifhed very near thofe times, 
makes the lofs of the Perfians, 
if no error has crept into his 
copy, to have amounted only 
to to thoufand three hundred j 



and that of the Athenians to 
one hundred and ninety-two. 
The whole Perlian army, ac- 
cording to Valerius Maxim us, 
confifted of three hundred 
thoufand men. Plutarch feems 
to have been of the fame opi- 
nion. Juftin and Oroiius fay, 
that they were in all fix hun- 
dred thoufand men. Emilius 
Probus tells us, that they were 
L 2 one 
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killed in the battle, that i^igrateful cttizeiiy who, in or* 
der to recover the unjuft donfinion ufurped bj his father 
Pififtratus, had put himfelf at die head of thoie who were 
come with a defien to reduce to afhes that city to which he 
owed his birth *. Immediately after the battle, an Athenian 
foldier, ftained all over with blood, haftened to Athens, 
to acquaint his fellow-citizens with the good fuccefs of 
their army at Marathon* When he arrived at the public 

f»alace, where the magiftrates were aflembled, he was fo 
pent, that, having uttered thefe words, ** Rejoice, re- 
joice, the viftory is ours P* he fell down dead at their 
feet '. The Peruans were fo fure of the viftory, that 
they had brought marble along with them to Marathon, 
in order to ereft a trophy. This marble the Athenians 
feized, and caufed a ftatue to be formed of it, by the fa- 
mous Phidias, in honour of the goddefs Nemefis, whofe 
province it was to.punifli unjuft adions ". 
Thiir di- After this defeat, the Perfian fleet, inftead of failing 
Jigm agednfi by the iflands, in order to return to Afia, doubled the 
Athens Capc of Sunium, with a defign to furprife Athens before 
fruftrated. the return of the army : but, the Athenian troops being 
apprized of their defign, decamped from the plains of 
Marathon, and marched with fuch expedition, that thej 

^ Juftin. lib. 11. cap. o. \ Plutarch, de Glor. Ath^ 

P* 347* ^ Pauun. lib« i, p* 6s. 

one hundred thouiand foot, and ten years before Xencet 

and ten thoufand horfe. Of palTed over into Greece, as 

the Athenians there were ten Thucydides informs us. Mot 

thoufand, and a thoufand Pla- authors tell us, that Hippias 

taeans, fay Juflin and Orofius ; was ftain in this battle ; but 

but Probus aiTures us, that the Suidas fays, that he efcaped, 

Athenians, with their auzili* anc^ died afterwards in the ifle 

aries, were in all but one thou- of Lemnos. Themiitedcs, 

fand. This ever-memorable who became afterwards fo fa* 

vidtory was gained, if we be- mous, on this occaiion firft 

licvc Plutarch, upon the fixth' entered the fchoolof war. Wc 

day of Boedomion, the third cannot omit, in this place, the 

month in the Attic calendar, glorious behaviour of one Ce- 

after the fummer folftice, Pha- negyrus, an Athenian foWicr. 

nippus being at that time pra;- ' who, having firil his right and 

tor at Athens ; that is, in the then his left hand cut off, 

third year of the feventy-fe- while he was endeavouring to 

cond Olympiad, foiiryea^sbe- prevent one of the enemies 

fore the death of Darius, as (hips from >putting oflf,. toolC 

we read in Severus Sulpitius, holdof it at laft with his teeth. 

arrived 
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arrived at Athens before the enemies fleet; md by that 
^zpedidon^ difappointed their meafures ^i 

Datis and Artaphernes arriying in Afia, that they 
might feem to have reaped fome advantage from this ex- 
pedition, fent the Eretrian captives to Suia. Darius had 
ezprefled great indignation againft the Eretrians before 
the redu£^ion of their city, and charged them with the 
guilt of beginiling the war; but feeing they were now / 
his prifoners, and entirely in his power, he treated him 
with more lenity than was expected, and gave them a vil- 
lage in the country of Ciflia, to inhabit, which was but a 
day's journey from Sufa ". Here ApoUonius Tyancus ? 
found their defcendents, a great many ages after. 

As foon as the day of the full moon was over, the La- 
cedaemonians began their march with two thoufand men, 
j^nd arrived in three days on the confines of Attica, hav- 
ing marched in fo fhort a time one thoufand two hundred 
Itadia ^ ; fucb was their eagemefs to be prefent at the 
battle : but a .(illy and ridiculous fuperftition prevented 
their having a (hare in the moil glorious a£tion recorded 
in hiftory; for the batde was fought the day before they 
arrived: however, they proceeded to Marathon, where 
they found the' field covered with dead bodies ; and, hav- 
ing congratulated the Athenian3 on their fuccefs, they 
xcturned home '• 

Darius, upon the riews of thf ^^nfuccefsful return of ^f^*' ^^^ 
his army, wai? fo far from being difcouraged by fuch a "^ ' ^^ 
difafter, that he added the d^|^ at Marathon to the themform 
)>umiQg of 39rdi$, as a new mptive, fpurring him on to pirfm. 
purfue the war with redoubled vigour. He therefore re- 
iblvedto head the armv in perfon ; and i(rued orders to 
all his fiibjefts, in the Several provinces of the empire, to 
attend him in this expedition : but, after he had fpent 
three years in making the neceiTafy preparations, a new 
^ar broke out, occafioned by the revolt of Egypt. This ^VP^ ^'* 

fave him no fmall uneafinefs ; however, as h^ was wholly gaiu/fDd* 
cnt on his expedition againft Greece, he refolved not to riiu. 
Jay that afidjC, but, at ^he fame time, to fend part of hib 
ibrcjss to reduce Egypt, and with the reft, to march in perfon 
againft his old enemies the Greeks. But^ when he had pre- The tontefl 
pared all things for thefe two expedition?, a great conteft rf ^is t'w 
arofe between his fons, concerning the fucceflion 5 for, ac- ^f^e (kettle 

Aon 
AHerodol. lib. vi. cap. fi6. * Idem ibid. cap. 119. 

9 Philoftrat. in Vita ApoUoniiy lib. i. cap. 117. 9 libcn in 

Faneg. p. 113. ' Ibid. p. 113. 

L 3 cordiifg 
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cording to an ancient cuftom among the Perfiaos^ tTic 
king was obliged) before he fet out on anj expedition^ to 
name his fucceflTor : a cuftom wifely eftaolifhed) to pre-* 
vent the many inconveniencies that attend an unfettled 
fucceflion. Darius thought himfelf the more obliged to 
comply with this cuftom, as he was already advanced in 
years, and two of his fons feemed to have a juft claim to 
the crown, upon his demife. He had three fons by the 
daughter of Gobryas, his firft wife, all bom before h^ 
came' to the crown \ and four more by Atofla, the daugh<« 
ter of Cyrus, all born after bis accemon to the throne : 
of the firft, Artabazanes was the eldeft; of the latter, 
Xerxes ; and thefe two were competitors for the fuccef* 
(ion. Artabazanes, or, as Juftin calls him, Artamenes, 
urged, that he was the eldeft fon ; and therefore, ac-< 
cording to the cuftom of all nations, ought to be preferred 
in the fucceflion to the younger. On the other hand, 
Xerxes alleged, that he was the fon of Atoffa, daughter 
of Cyrus, who had founded the Perfian monarchy ; and 
claimed the kingdom in right of his mother ; it being 
more agreeable to juftice, faid he, that the crown of Cy- 
rus ftiould devolve upon a defcendent of Cyrus, than upon 
one who was no^ Darius had not yet declared in favour 
of either, when Damaratus, king of Sparta, being expelled 
by his fubjetis, arrived at Sufa j and hearing of this difc 
pute, f(?cr€tly fuggefted to Xerxes another argument to 
iupport his pretenfions ; namely, that he was bom after 
his father was ii^v^fted with the royal dignity \ whereas 
Artabazanes was only the .fon of Darius, a private man ; 
to, him therefore the crown belonged, as the king's eldeft 
fon, and not to Artabazanes the eldeft fon of Darius. 
He farther fupported his argument by the example of the 
Lacedaemonians, who excluded from the (crown, the chil- 
dren that were born before their father's accefGon, if they 
had any to fucceed, born after their advancement to the 
throne. Thefe reafon^ appeared fo juft to Darius, that he 
declared Xerxes heir apparent to the crown. 

Tl^c fucceflion being thus fettled, and all things ready 
both for fhe Egyptian and Grecian expedition, Darius 
died in the fecond year of the revolt of Egypt, after hav- 
ing reigned thirty-fiic years *. This princ? was endowed 
with many excellent qualities : his wifdom, clemency, and 
juftice are greatly commanded by the ancients. He ba4 

• Herodpt. lib. yii. cap. 4* JuS^a. lib. ii. cap. |p. Plutarch* 
fn Arta^. & Apopbtbegra. 
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A« lionoar to have hi$ name recorded in Holy Writ S as 
« farourer of God's people,^ a redorer of the terhple^ and 
M promoter of the true worfliip at Jerufalem, His kind- 
nefs towards the Ifraelites was re\yarded with a numerous 
iflue, a ]ong reign, and great profperity \ for though the 
Scythian and Grecian expedition's proved uofucGcfsfuly 
yethe was fortunate *in all his other undertakings, having 
not only reftored^ and ^tirelj fettled the empire of Cyrus, 
iKrhich had been icx^nmxh fiiaken by the impolitic go- . ^ 

ireriusien.t cf Cambyfes, and ufiirpation of Smerdis, but 
(Aixy ad^ed many great and rich provinces to that prince's 
conqttcfts ;• namdy> India, Thrace, Macedonia, and the 
ifles of the Ionian Tea. 

Xerxes fucceeding his father, employed the firft year ^^^ of FI* 
of his reign ii;! carrying on the preparations for the reduc- A^f^h 
jtion of Egypt, wh^h his father had begun. He con- .g. 
fiTm'cdy upon his firft ^cceffion to the crown, -all the pri- , 

sieges granted by his father %q the Jews, a^yi particularly Xerxes 
tthat which affigned them the trlfa^^ iof Samaria, for fur- ff^ceeeds 
^ilhing them viSims to be oftei;c4 in the temple \ hu father. 

In the fecond year of his reign hjC inarched againft the Reduces 
Egyptians, and, having reduced the rebels, and brought ^SyP^" 
the country to a worfe condition of flavery than what they 
liad felt under bis predeceflbrs, he appointed his brother 
Achaemenes governor of that province, and returned to 
Sufa. Elated with this fucceis againft the Egyptians, he 
determined to invade Greece^ but before he engaged in 
an enterprize of that importai^e^ he thought fit to affem- 
jble his council, and take t^e^advice.of the moft illuftrious 
perfons of his court. Whc^n they were aflembled, he laid 
before them the defign he had of invading Greece, and f'^lf^^^ 
acquainted -them with the motives A at prompted him to ^f^^^^^ 
that expedition. Ma^donius, the fame p^rfon who had ing Greece* 
been fo unfuccefsful in the reign of Darius, hbping that '. 
the command of the army would be beftowed upon him, 
not only approved of the kingls determination, but extolled 
4iim abojre ^lltbe kkigs th^t had prec,eded him, and endea- 
voured toiet forth the indifpenfable neceffity they all lay 
under of revenging the difliohour done the Perfian name 
at Sardis and Marathon. TJie reft of the council per- 
ceiving that the flattering difcourfe of Mardonius pleafed 
the king, durft not venture to contradift hitn, but all 
kept filence for fome time. At laft Artabanus, the king's 
•uncle, a prince venerable both for his age and prudexice, 

t Ezra iv. & paif, Haggai & Zechar, pair» v Jof.'pb. Antiq. 

lib. xi, cap. v. 
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addrefling Xerxes, ufed all his endeavours to divert him 
from his prefent refolution ; and, at the fame time, re- 
proached Mardonius with want of fincerity, and {hewed 
how much he was to blame for defiring raihly to engage 
the nation in a war, which nothing but his own ambitious 
and felf-interefled views could tempt him to advife. He 
concluded in thefe words : ** If a war be refolved upon, 
let the king remain in Ferfia, and our children be depofited 
in his hands ; then go on with your expedition, attended 
by the bed forces you can chufe, and in what numbers 
you think fit. If the iiTue be favourable, I am wiUing to 
forfeit my own life, and the lives of my children ; but if, 
on the contrary, the event be fuch as I nave foretold, then 
let your children fuiFer death, and you alfo, if ever you 
return.", Artabanus exprefled his fentiments in very 
refpeftful and inoffenfive terms j but neverthelefs Xerxes 
was extremely chagrined, and replied with indignatioi^, 
that if Artabanus were not his uncle, he ihould fuffer 
that moment the due punifhment for fuch an audacious 
declaration ; and commanded him to ftay at home among 
the women, whom he too much refembled, while he, 
his fovereign, would march, at the head of his troops, 
where his duty and glory called him. However, when 
the firfl emotion of his anger was paft^ he owned that 
he had been to blame for treating his uncle with fuch 
harfh language ; and was not afhamed to repair his fault, 
J)y openly confeffing, that the heat of his youth, and 
want of experience, had made him trefpafs againft the 
regard' that was due to a prince fo worthy of refpeft as 
Artabanus *. At the fi^me time he declared, that he was 
ready to follow his advice, and lay afide the defign of in- 
vading Greece, notwithftanding a phantom had appeared 
to him the night before in his fleep, and warmly exhorted 
him to undertake the war. All the Perfians, who com- 
•pofed the council, were overjoyed to hear the king fpeak 
in that manner ; and proftrating themfelves before him, 
vied with each other in extolling the prudence of his con- 
duit. .But he did not long continue in that mind \ nay, 
Artabanus himfejf, the only man who had openly difap- 
proved the expedition, whether frightened by a dream, 
or dreading the king's difpleafure, became a moft fan- 
guine and zealous promoter of the war ^. 

Xerxes being now refolved to attack Greece, that he 
might omit nothing that could contribute to the fuccefs of 
his undertaking, entered into an alliance with the Car- 



' Herodot^ lib. vii.cap. S— ii» 
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tbaginianSi who were, at that tixxie, the moft powerful 7hi Car- 
people of the Weft, whereby it was agreed, that while thaginians 
the rerfians invaded Greece, the Carthaginians Ihould fall ^*^''* 
upon the Greek colonies in Sicily and Italy, that thereby ^^^* 
they might be diverted from afiifting each other. The 
Carthaginians appointed Hamilcar their general, who ;ipt 
only afiembled what forces be could raife in Africa, but^ 
with the money fent him bv Xerxes, hired a great many 
mercenaries in Spain, Gaul, and Italy ; fo that his army 
con&fted of three hundred thoufand men, beiides a pro- 
portionable number of (hips for tranfporting his forces, and 
the neceflary provifions *. Thus Xerxes fet out from Sufaf 
to enter uppn this war, ' in the fifth year of his reign, 
after having fpent three years in making vaft preparations 
throughout all the provinces of his extenfive empire^ 
From Sufa he marched to Sardis, which was the place 
appointed for the general rendezvous of all his land forces, . 
ivhile his navy advanced along the coafts of Afia Minor 
towards t|ie Hellefpont. 

Two works Xerxes commanded to be performed before Tkemounm 
}ie came to the fea-fide ; one was a pafiage to be cut '^* ^^ 
through Mount Athos. This mountain reaches a great Hlf^wX 
way intadie fea, in the form of apeninfula, ;^nd is joined * 

to the land by an ifthmus twelvefurlongs over. The fea, 
in this place, is very tempeftuous, and the Ferfian fleet 
bad formerly fuffered (hipwreck in doubling this promon- 
tory. To prevent the like difafter, Xerxes caufed a paf- 
fage to be cdt through the mountain, broad enough to 
Jet twogallies with three banks of oars each, pafs in front. 
By thcfe means he fevered from the continent, the cities 
ox Dion, Olophyxus, Acrothoon, Thyfus, and Cleone. 
Our author obferves, that Xerxes undertook this enter* 
prize only out of oftentation, and to perpetuate the me- 
mory of his name, fince he might, with far lefs trouble, 
have caufed his fleet to be conveyed over the ifthmus, as 
was the pra£iice in thofe days * (IQ. 

He 



p Diod. Sicttl. lib. xi. p. i« 

(K) This prince, believing 
that the very elements were 
under his command, wrote to 
Mount Athos in the foUowine 
terms : ^' Athos, thou proud 
^nd aipiring mountain, that 
liftefi up thy head to the very 
|kies, I advife tliee not to fac 



a Herodot. lib. vii. cap. «»— s4« 

fo audacious as to put rocks 
and flones in the way of my 
workmen. If thou makefl that 
oppofition, I will cut thee en- 
tirely down, and throw thee 
headlong into the fea.'* Our 
modern travellers tell us that 
they can perceive no traces of 

thi9 
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Jbri4ge He Ukewife commanded a bridge of boats to be laid 

^*^i!Jf^ over the HeHefpont, for the paffage of his troops from 
tkiHiUif* y^g^ jj^^Q Europe. The fea, which feparates Seftos from 

^ Abydus, where the bridge was built, is feven flirlongs 

. over. The work was carried on with great expedition by 
the Phoenicians and Egyptians^ who had no fooner finiflied 
«*'^'- it, but a violent ftorm arifing, broke it in pieces, and dif- 
fnjtd* pcrfed, or da(hed againft the ihore, the veffels of which it 
was compofed ; which difafter, when Xerxes heard, he 
fell into fuch a violent tranfport of anger, that he com- 
manded three hundred ftripes to be ihflifted on the fea, 
and a pair of fetters to be thrown into it, enjoining thofe 
who were entrufted with the execution of his orders, to 
XiTxe^ pronounce thefe words : ** Thou fait and bitter element, 
prulit ' thy mafter has condemned thee to this punifliment for 
ma^ifsf ofFetiding him without caufe 5 and is refdlvcd to pafs over 
mttdcnuuy. ^^^^ j^ ^^j^^ ^£ ^^ billows and infolent refiftance/^ The 

extravagant folly and madnefs of this prince did not ftop 
« here ; he commanded the heads of thofe who had the 
direftion of the work, to be ftruck ofF**. 

In their room he appointed more experienced architeft$ 

to build Jwo other bridges^ ope for the army, the other 

for the beafts of burden and the baggage. . When the 

whole work was completed, and the veffeis which formed 

the bridges fe cure againft the violence of the winds, anij 

Current of the water, Xerxes departed from Sardis, where 

he had wintered, and direfted his march to Abydus, 

*When he arrived at that city, he defired to fee all fai$ 

forces together; and to that end, afcending a ftately cdi*- 

fice of white ftone, ^hieh the Abydenians had built, on 

purpofe to receive *him m a manner fuitable to his great- 

nefs, he had a free profpeffcv to the cpaft, feeing, at one 

fitins his view, both his fleet and land forces. The fea was covered 

mmurous ^th his fhips, and the large plains of Abydus' with his 

^mj and ^^Qops, quite down to the fhore. , While he was furveying 

\,^ips the vaft extent of his power, and deeming himfelf the 

cviriif moft happy o^ ni'ortals, his joy being all oh a fudden 

turned into grief, he burft out into a flood of tears; 

which Artabanus perceiving, aiked him what had made 

him, in a few moments, pafs from an excefs 0/ joy to fo 

great grief* The king r^pliefd, that, confidering the (hort« 

* Herodot. lib. vii. cap. 34—36. 

this great work; and moil of " Perforatus Athos,&quicquid 
them are of Juvenal's opinion, ^ Grsecia mendax 
exprefled in thefe words ; Audct in hiftoria,** 

ncfs 
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De& of bumstit Kfe, he could n6t refmn from (}ieddin| 
itears } for, " of all thcfe irumbers of meti, not one (faid 
|ic) will be alive a hundred y^ri hence." Artabanus, Arfahom 
who neglcftedno iopportunity of inftiUing into the young nus" g§^ 
prince's mind fentiments of kindnefs towards his people, ^^ouslif- 
finding him touched with a fcnfe of tendcrnefs and hu- >^^'* 
inanity, endeavoured to make him fenfible of the obliga- 
tion that is incumbent upon princes, to alleviate the for- * 
rows, and fweeten the bitte^nefs which the lives of their 
-fuhje^^s are liable to, fince his not in the!r power to pro- 
long* them. In the fame converiation, Xerxes alked his 
uncle whcriier, if he had not feen the vifion, which madb 
bim change his mind, he would ftill perfift in the fame 
opinion, and diiTuade him from making war upon Greece. 
Xrtabanus finccrely owned, that he ftill had his fears^ 
and was verV uncafy concerning two things, the fea and 
the land ; tne f^a, becaufe tliere were no ports capablie of 
feceiving and flieltcring fuch a fleet, if a ftorm fliould arife ; 
the land, becaufe no country could maintain fo numerous 
an arnjy. The king was ve^y fenfible of the ftrength of 
^is reafoning ; but as it was now too late to recede, he 
inade anfwer, ** that in great entcrprizes, men ought not 
to enter into fo nice a dtfcuffion of all the inconveniencet 
that may attend them ; that bold Qud daring undertakings, 
though fubjedl to many evils and dangers, arc pteferabb, 
to inaftion^ however fafe; that great fucce^es are no 
atherwife to be obtained than by venturing boldly ; and v 

that, if his predeceiTors had obferved fuch S:rupulou5 and 
timorous rules of politics, the Perfian empire would 
ttevcr have attained to fo high a degree of glory and gran- 
deur*. 

All things bemg now in readineis, and a day appointed Vr. of FL 
for paffing over ^he army, as foon as the firft rays of the . *'%, 
fpn began to appear, all forts of perfumes were burnt ^J^^*^* 
upon the bridge, and the way ftrewed with myrtle. At 



the fan^e time, Xences, pouring a libation into the fea Marches 
out of a golden cup, and addremng the fun, implored the •'v/r thi 
afliftan<;e of that deity, begging that he might meet with *^<C^««/. 
no impedin^ent fo great as to hinder him from carrying 
his conquering arms to the utmoft limits of Europe. This 
prayer being preferred, he threw the cup into the Hellef- 
pont, with a golden bowl and a Perfian fcimiter \ and 
the foot and horfe began to pafs over that bridge, which 
WV^ next to the Euxine, while tiie carriages and beaft« 

•llerodot* 1ib»vii. cap. 4r^4t, 

4 gf 



15^ The Hifiofy of the Veijiam. 

of burden pafied over the other^ which was placed, next 
the ^gean 3ea. The bridges were boarded and covered 
. . over with earth, having /rails on each fide, that the horfes 
and cattle might not oe frightened at the fight of the 
fea. The anny fpent feven days and feven nights in pafi> 
ing over, though they marched day and night without 
intermifiion. At the fame time, the fleet advanced to the 
coafts of Europe* . After the whole army was pafTed, 
Xerxes advanced with his land forces through the Thra-r 
cian Cherfonefus to Boxifcus, a city at the mouth of the 
river Hebrus, in Thrace : but the fleet (peered a quite 
different courfe, {landing to the weflward for the Pro- 
montory of Sarpedon, wnere they were commanded to 
attend farther orders. Xerxes, having encamped in the 
large plains of Dorifcus, and judging them convenieqdt 
fpr receiving and numbering his troops, difpatched or- 
ders to .his admirals, to bring the fleet to the adjacent 
fhore, that he might take an account both of his fea and 
Ti&# num* land jforces. His land army, upon the mufter, was found 
hit f^his to confift of one million and feven hundred thoufand foot^ 
^ondand ^^ fourfcore thoufand horlle ; which, together with twenty 
^ia jor€iJ. ^J^Q^fJJ^^l nien, that condufted the camels, and took care 
of the baggage, amounted to one million, eight hundred 
thoufand. His fleet confifted of twelve hundred and feven 
large ihips, and three thoufand gallies and tranfports % on 
board all thefeveflels there were found to lie five hundred 
and ieventeen thoufand fix hundred and ten men \ So 
that the whole number of fea and land forces, which 
Xerxes led out of Afia to invade Greece, amounted to 
two millions three hundred and feventeen thoufand fix 
hundred and ten men • Our author tells us« that on his pafl^ 
. ^ ing the Hellefpont, to enter Europe, an inhabitant of that 

country cried out : '* Q Jupiter, why art thou come to 
deftroy Greece, in the fliapc of a Perfian, and under the 
name of Xerxes» with all mankind following thee ; where- 
as thy own power is fufficicnt to do this, without their 
afliftance?" After Xerxes had entered Europe, the na- 
tions on this fide the Hellefpont, that fubmitted to him, 
added to his land-forces three hundred thoufand more, 
;ind two hundred and twenty fhips to his fleet, on board 
of which were twenty-four thoufand men. The whole 
number of his forces, when he arrived at Thermopylae, 
was two millions fix hundred and forty-one thoufand fix 
hundred and ten men, without including fervants, eu- 

A Herodot, Ub» vii* cap« 60^ 72, Sy. 

nuchs^ 
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tiuclis^ women» futlers, and other people of that ibrt^ 
who were computed to equal the number of the forces % • 
fo that the whole multitude of perfons that followed 
Xerxes in this expedition) amounted to five millions two* 
hundred and eighty-three thoufand two hundred and 
twenty ^* Among thefe millions of men, there was not 
one that could vie with Xerxes in comelinefs or ftature, 
or that feemed more worthy of that great empire ^ But* 
this is a poor commendation, when unaccompanied with 
other virtues* Accordingly Jultin, after he has men- 
tioned the numbed of his troops, eniphatically concludesy 
" but this vaft body wanted a head." Befides the fub- 
ordinate generals of each nation, who commanded the 
troops of their refpe£live countries, the whole army was 
under the command of fix Periian generals ; viz. Mar- Hisrein^ 
donius, the fon of Gobryas ; TriatatGechmes, the fon of rals. 
Attabanus ; Smerdones^ the fon of Otanes (the two lat- 
ter were coufins to Xerxes) \ Mafiftes, the fdn of Darius 
by AtoiTa \ Gergys, the fon of Ariazus ; and Megabyfus, 
the fon of the celebrated Zopyrus. The ten thoufand 
Perfiansy who were called the Immortal Band, obeyed no 
other commander but Hydarnes. The fleet was com- 
manded by four Perfian admirals ; and the cavalry had 
alfo their particular generals and commanders. 

Xerxes having thus numbered his fea and land forces 
at Dorifcus, marched from thence through ThracC) Ma- 
cedon, and TheiTaly, towards Attica, ordering his fleet 
to follow him along the coaft, and to regulate their mo- 
tions according to thofe of the army. Wherever he 
came, he found provifions prepared beforehand, purfuant 
to the orders he had fent ; and each city was obliged to 
entertain him. Hence a citizen of Abdera, after his de- 
parture, obferved, that his countrymen might thanlL the 
gods for Xerxes' moderation, in being fatisned with, one 
meal a day s. 

In the mean time,. Lacedaemon and Athens, the two Athenians 
moft powerful cities of Greece, againft which Xerxes ^^ Spar- 
was moft exafperated, having had intelligence of the cne- '^' P^^' 
mics preparations and motions^ fent ambaflfadors to Ar- J^^^'/i^ffg^ 
gos, Sicily, Corcyra, and Crete, to defire fuccours, and 
conclude a league againft the common enemy. The peo- 
ple of Argos oflFered « very confiderable numoer of troops, 

• Herodot. }jh\ fapra* ^ Herodoti lib. vii. cap^ iS7« 

t HcrodQt. lib* ¥ii« capi xaQ« 
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en canditioil they ihould have an equal (hare with the La« 
cedaemonians in the command* The latter tonfented^ 
that the king of Argos (hould hare die fame authority^ as 
either of the kings of Sparta ; but this ofitr did not fatisff 
the ArgiaR9» who thereupon ordered the ambafladora to 
depart the territories of Argos before fun4et. From ht^ 
gos they proceeded to Sicily, where Gelo^ the moft pow- 
erful prince in all the Greek colonies, offered to affift them 
with a very numerous army, and a mighty fleet, provided 
they would appoint him commander in chief of all their 
forces both by lea and land. This propofal was xeje£led 
by the Athenian ambailadors, who told faim^ that they 
did not want a general, but an army ; and, without preff- 
ing him any farther, departed. The inhabitants of Cor* 
cyra, now Corfu, immediately put to fea with a fleet of 
fixty {hips^ but advanced no farther than the coafts of 
Laconia, where they waited the iflTue of an engagement^ 
defigning to fide afterwards with the conquerors. The 
people of Crete, having confulted the oracle, to know 
what refolucion they ihould take on this occafion^ abfo- 
iutely refufed to enter into the league. Thus were the 
Lacedxmonians and Athenians abandoned by all their 
countrymen, except the Thefpians and Platseans, who 
fent fmall bodies to their ailiftance. The firft ftep they 
took in fo critical a conjuncture, was to put an end to aU 
inteftine divifions and difcords ; and accordingly a peace 
was conclude^ between the Athenians and the pec^le of 
Egina, who were aflually at war widi each other. In the 
next place they appointed a general, the Athenians choof^ 
ing Themiftocles, and the Spartans conferring the fu* 
preme command of their forces upon Leonidas, one of 
their kings. The only thing that now remained, was to 
determine in what place they fliould meet the Perfians, 
in. order to difpute their entrance into Greece. After va- 
rious propofals and difeutes, it was refolved, that they 
ihould fend a body of four thoufand men to Thermopy- 
lae, which is a narrow pafs, twenty-five feet broad, to- 
tween the mountains that divide Tbeflaly from Greece, 
and the only way through which the Perfians could enter 
Achaia, and advance by land to Athens. The command 
of this ftnall body Was given to Leonidas, a prince of ex- 
traordinary courage*, who accordingly marched with all 
poifible expedition to his poft, determined either to ftop 
the innumerable army of Xerxes with that handful of 
men, or die in the attempt. Suth was alfo the rcfohi* 

tion 
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tkJnof tte three hundred Spartans, who attended him> 
and had been all chofen by himf<?lf ^, 

In the mean time Xerxes advancing near the Streights, 
was ftrangely furprifed to. find, that the Greeks were re-» 
folved to difpute his ps^flage ; for he had always flattered 
himfelf, that on his approach, they would betake thtm- 
felrea to flighty and not attempt to oppofe his innumer- 
able forces with fo fmall a body, their whole army con- 
fiding of but eleven thoufand two hundred men, and of 
thefe fcarce four thoufand were employed to defend the 
pafs. He fent out a fcout on horfeback to view their 
numbers, and difcover how they were encamped. This 
officer brought back word, that the Lacedemonians were 
fome performing their military cxercifes, and others ad- 
jufting their hair 5 for their cuftom was (as Damaratus 
(L), who was then in the Perfian camp informed the 
king) to comb and adjuft their hair, when they were de- 
termined to expofe their lives to the greateft dangers. 
However Xerxes, entertaining ftill fome hopes of their 
flight, waited four days, without undertaking any thing, 
on purpofe to give them time to retreat. During this in- 
terval, he ufed his utmoft endeavours to gain and corrupt 
Leonidas, promifing to make him mafter of all Greece^ 
if he would come over to his party. His offers being re- 
jeded by that public-fpirited prince with contempt and 
indignation, he ordered him, by an herald to deliver up 
his arms. liconidas, in a ftyle, and with a fpirit, truly 
laconic, anfwered in a few wordsy " Come thyfelf and Hismble 
take them *,'* Xerxes, enraged at this reply, commanded ^'^^^ ^9 

^ Herodot. lib. vii. cap. 14S — 263. < Plutarch in Lacon* 

Apoph. p. 115. 

(L) Damaratus wad one of was in great efleem at the Per- 

the two kings of Sparta, who, fian coart ; but neither the in- 

being banillied by the adverfe jullice of the Spartan citizens, 

party, had fought refuge at nor the kind treatment of the 

the Per Iran court, where he Perfian king could make him 

was entertained with the great- forget his country. He nO 

eft marks of Jionour and dif- fooner knew that Xerxes de- 

tinc^ion. As the courtiers were figned to invade Greece, than 

one day cxpreiling their fur- he fecretly acquainted the 

prize, that a king (hould fufier Greeks with his refolution ; 

hinfelf to be banifhed, Dama- and on all occafions fpoke his 

ratus told them, that at Spar- fentiments with a noble free- 

ta the laws were more powerful dam and dignity (i), 
titan the king. This prince 

(i) Plutarch, in Apoph. Lacom p. a»o« 

the 
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the Medis and Ciftans to go and bring thefti m fetter^^ 
The Medesy not able to (land the (hock of the Greeks^ 
foon betook themfelves to flight, and fhewed, as our au- 
thor obferves, that Xerxes had many men, but few fol- 
diers. In their room, Hydarnes was ordered to advance 
with that body, which was called Immortal, and con- 
fided of ten thoufand chofen men $ but wb^n they came 
to clofe with the Greeks, they fucceeded no better than 
the Medes and Ciffians, being obliged to retire with great 
lofs. Next day the Perfians, refle^ng on the fmall 
number of their enemies, and fuppofing fo many of them 
to be wounded, that they could not pofCbly maintain a 
fecond fight, refolved to make another attempt ; but 
could not by any efforts make the Greeks give way : on 
the contrary, they were themfelyes put to a fhameful 
flight. The valour of the Greeks exerted itfelf, on this 
occafion, in fuch an extraordinary manner, that Xerxes 
is faid to have leaped three times from his throne, ap- 
prehending the entire deftruflion of his army ^. 

Having loft all hopes of forcing his way through troops 
that were determined to conquer, or die, he was extremely 
perplexed and doubtful what meafures he (hould take in 
this pofture of aflFairs, when one Epialtes, the fon of 
Eurydemus, in expectation of a great reward, came to 
him, and difcovered a fecret paflfaee to the top of the hill, 
which overlooked and commanded the Spartan forces. 
The king inunediately ordered Hydames thither, with his 
icltSt body of ten thoufand Peruans ; who, marching* all 
night, at break of day arrived and pofieflTed themfelves of 
that advantageous poft. The Phocaeans, who defended 
this pafs, being overpowered by the enemy's numbers, re- 
tired with precipitation to the very top oi the mountain, 
prepared to die gallantly. But, Hydames, negle£ting to 
purfue them, marched down the mountain with all poffi- 
ble expedition, in order to attack thofe who defended the 
ftraights in the rear. Leonidas, being now apprifed that 
it was impoflible to withftand the enemy, obliged the reft 
of his allies to retire \ but ftaid himfelf with the Thefpi- 
ans, Thebans, and three hundred Lacedaemonians, all re- 
folved to die with their leader, who, being told by the ora- 
cle, that either Sparta fhould be deftroyed, or the king 
lofe his life, determined, without the leail hefitation, to 
facrifice himfelf 'for his country.. The Thebans, indeed, 

le Herodot. lib. viil. cap. zix, 2ia« Diod* Sicul. p^ 6. Ctefias is 
Perilcis, cap. »3* 

remained 
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Tcmained againft their inclination^ being detained by Leo- 
nidas as hoftages ; for they were fufpe£ted to favour the 
Perfians. The Thefpians^ with their leader Demophilus, 
could not, by any means, be prevailed upon to abandon 
Leonidas, and the Spartans. The augur Megiftias, who 
had foretold the event of this enterprize, being prefTed by 
Leonid as to retire, fent home his only fon, but remained 
himfelf, and died by Leonidas. Thofe who ftaid did 
not indulge themfelve* with any hopes of conquering, or 
efcaping, but looked upon Thermopylae as their grave ^ 
and when Leonidas, exhorting them to take fome nou- 
riihment, faid, that they fhould all fup together with 
Pluto, with one accord fet up a fhout of joy, as if they 
had been invited to a banquet '. 

Xerxes, after having poured out a libation at the rliing 
cf the fun, began to move, with the whole body of his 
army, as he had been advifed by Epialtes. Upon their 
approach, Leonidas advanced to the broadeft part of the 
paflage, and fell upon the enjcmy with fuch undaunted Leonidai^i, 
courage and refolution, that the Perfian officers were *oalouri^ 
obliged to (land behind the divifions they commanded, in 
order to prevent the flight of their men, who, not being 
able to (land fo violent a ihock, would^ without that pre- 
<:aution, have immediately turned their backs. Great 
numbers of the enemy, falling into the fea, were drowned ; 
others were trampled under foot by their own men, and 
a great many killed bv the Greeks ; who, knowing that 
they could not avoid death upon the arrival of thofe who 
were advancing to fall upon their rear, exerted their ut« 
moft eflbrts. In this a£tion fell the brave Leonidas; and death* 
•when Abrocomes, and Hyperanthus, two of the brbthers 
of Xerxes, advanced, with great refolution, to feize his 
body, and carry it in triumph to Xerxes. But the Lace- TheLaii^ 
dxmonians, more eager to defend it than their own lives, ^^^Vf^ 
repulfed the enemy four times, killed both the brothers ^^^li^ 
of Xerxes, with many other commanders of diftinftion, /ingular 
and refcued the body of their beloved general out of the vakw. 
enemy's hands. But in the mean time, the army that was 
led by the the treacherous Epialtes, ^vancing to attack 
their rear, they retired to the narroweft part of the pafs, 
and drawing all together, except the Thebans, pofted 
themfelves on a rifing ground. In this4}lace they made 
bead againft die Perfians, who poured in upon them on all 

• 

■ Herodot. lib. vii. cap. 213— *»5, &req. Diodor. SicuU p. 7< 
Ctefias, ubi fupra, cap. x4> 
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fides, till at length, not vanquiflied, but opprefled and 
overwhelmed by numbers, they all fell, except one who 
efcaped to Sparta, where he was treated as a coward, and 
traitor to his country, every one avoiding his company, 
and giving him the ignominious nick-name of Ariftode- 
mus the Run-away (M) ; but not long after,' he made a 
glorious reparation of his fault in the battle of Plataea, 
where he diftinguifhed himfelf in an extraordinary man- 
ner. Thofe who fignalized themfelves moft among the 
Lacedaemonians were Alpheus and Maron, both fons of 
Orifiphantus ; among the Thefpians, Dithyrambus, but 
above all, Leonidas and Dieneces. Dieneces was a Spar- 
tan, and diftinguifhed himfelf on this occafion above all 
his countrvmen, the king excepted. When a Trachinias 
told him, before the battle, that the army of the Barba- 
rians was fo numerous, that, with one flight of their ar- 
rows, they would hide the fun, he anfwered, without be- 
traying the lead fear, that he was glad tp hear it, becaufe 
he liked to fight in the (hade. Xerxes, enraged at Leoni- 
das to the lall degree for daring to oppofe him, caufed his 
head to be (truck off, and his body to be put upon a crofs ; 
which barbarous treatment redounded more to his own 
ignominy, than to the diflionour of that great hero". 
Some time after, a magnificent monument was ere fled at 
Thermopylje, in honour of thofe brave defenders of 
Greece, with two infcriptions ; one general, and relating 
to all thofe who died on this occafion, importing that the 
Greeks of Peloponnefus, to the number only of four tbou- 

> Hcrodot. lib. vii. cap. s|8. ' 



(M) As for the Thebans and 
their general Leontidcs, they 
were obliged for fome time to 
fight againft the Perfians in 
conJLinaion with the other 
Greeks. But they no fooner 
faw the Pertians defcending the 
hill to attack them in the rear, 
than they abahdoned the reil 
of their allies, and approach- 
ing the Perfians with their 
arms (Iretched our, told them, 
that rhey had been the firll 
among the Greeks to prefent 



them with earth and tr.iter, 
and that they were come to 
Thermopylae againil their will, 
and no ways guilty oi the lots 
they hadfuftained. Thus the 
Thebes faved their lives, 
though the enemies killed ma- 
ny ot' them as they advanced 
to furrender themfelves. M-any 
others were, by command of 
Xerxes, branded with the royal 
mark, as llaves, and among 
thefe was Leontides, (heir ge- 
neral (3). 






(3) Herodottlib. vii. cap. 129— ajj. 
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fand^ made head againft the Perfiah army^ confiding of 
three millions t the other related to the Spartans In par- 
ticular^ and was compofed by the poet Simonides, torlliid 
purport: *rGo, paflengef, and acquaint the Spartans, 
that we died here in obedience to tlieir juft com« 
mands/' At thefe tombs a funeral oration was yearly 
pronounced in honour of the dead .heroes, and public 
games were performed With great fbiemnity, T^^herein 
none but the Lacedaemonians and Theipians had any 
{hare, to fhew that they alone were concerned in the glo* 
rioUs defence of Thermopylx ". 

Xerxes, on this occafion, loft twenty thoufand men^ 
and being fenflble that fo great a lofs was capable of 
alarming and difcouraging his friends, he caufed all thofe 
that were killed, except a thoufaad, whofe bodiesi he left 
in the field) to be privately buried ; and then proceeded 
in his march through Boeotia to Attica, where he arrived 
four months after he had/pafled the Hellefpont. 

The very fame day on which happened the glorious Thifami 
a£lion at Thermopylae, the tw4 fleets engaged at Artemi- ftA-fighi of 
Cum, a promontory of Euboea. That of the Greeks con- '^^temtfi* 
fifted of two hundred and fevcnty-one fail ; but the Per- *** 
fian fleet was far more numerous, though they had loft, a 
few days before, in a violent ftorm, which continued four 
days, above four hundred (hips. Notwithftanding this 
lols, they fent two hundred fail round the ifland of Euboea, 
to encompafs the Grecian fleet, that none of their (hips 
might efcape. The Greeks having intelligence of this 
defign, fet fail in the night, in order to attack them by 
day-break. But having miffed this fquadron, they ad- 
vanced to Aphetae, where the whole Perfian fleet lay ; and, 
after feveral encounters, in which the Athenians gained 
con fide rable advantages, they came to a general engage- 
iDcnt, which was very obftinate, and the fuccefs pretty 
equal : however, the Greeks found it neceflTary, their fhips 
having fuffered a great deal, to retire to fome fafer place 
to rent ; and accordingly fteered their courfe to the 
Streights of Salamis, a fmall ifland over againft Attica. 
Though the engagement at Artemifium did not bring 
matters to an abfolute decifion, yet it contributed greatly 
to encourage the Athenians, who were now convinced!^ 
that the enemfes, notwithftanding their great number^ 
were not invincible **. 



B Herodot. lib. vii« cap. %i%^ & feq. 
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JIthinsdt' As Xerxes entered Attica, the Athenians, not beidg lik 

firtedhy a Condition to make bead again (I fo powerful . an army^r 

w citi-^ were prevailed upon by Themiftocles to pat all the citi- 

*^*'' zens on board the fleets to fecuF'e their wives and children 

in Salami8> ^gina^ and Troc^ene, and to abandpn the 

City of Athens, which they were no ways in a conditio» 

to defend. The Perfians arriving in the neighbourhood 

of Athens, wafted the whole country with fire and fword* 

A detachment was fent to plunder the temple of Apolla 

at DelphoSf which was exceeding rich,, by offerings and 

donatives fent thither from all parts of the Eaft. The 

main body of the army arriving at Athens, found it de- 

ferted by all its inhabitants, except a fmall number of ci^ 

tizens, who literally interpreting Apollo's oracle, that 

** Athens (hould be fa ved by wooden walls,^'' had fortified 

that place with boards and palifadoes. They defended 

themfelves with incredible courage and refblution \ and^ 

at laft, as they would hearken to no terms of accommo* 

TtfMf and dation whatever, were all cut in pieces* Xerxes burnt 

^th^P ^ ^^ ^^^^* ^^^ ^ ^^^ temples to the ground ; and immedi- 

oMs. ^^^^y difpatched a mcffenger to Sufa, with an account oi 

his fuccefs to his uncle Artabanus^ in wbofe bamU he had 

left the ^government in his abfenoc '. 

In the mean time the Grecian fleet being remforced by 
a great many fhips, which joined them from feveral parts 
of Greece, to the number of three hundred fail, Eury- 
biades, commander in chief of all the naval forces, fum- 
moned a council, in order to confuk about the meafures 
^ that feemed moft proper in the prefent ftate of affairs. 
In this council a great debate arofe among the com- 
manders ; fome,and aniong thefe Eurybiades, were for re- 
tiring to the Ifthmus of Corinth, that they might be nearer 
the army which guarded that pafs, under the command of 
Cleombrotua, the brother of Leonidas* Others, at the 
head of whom was Themiftocles, who commanded the 
I'he Grt' Athenian fleet, were for remaining atSalamis, the moft ad- 
ctattflett at vantageous place they could chufe, to engage the numerous 
fleet of the enemies : for in the Streights of Salamis the 
Perfians could not, by realbn of the narrownefs of the fea^ 
extend their line beyond that of the Greeks, and, confe-* 
quentlyt would be obliged to fight upon equal terms, 
without reaping any advantage from their numbers. After 
many warm difputes, Eurybiades, with all the other com- 
manders, came over to the opinion of Themiftocles, fear- 

P Uerodot. llb« viil. cap. sx-— 53* 

ing 
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ing that the Atheilians, whofe (hips made up above one 
(lalf of the fleet, ,would feparate from the allies, if they 
abandoned that pod, as Themiftocles in his fpeech had 
Infinuated. It was therefore unanimoufly refolved, that, 
in the Streigfats of Salamis, they Ibould wait for the Per- 
JBan fleet, and there engage ^« 

A council of war was likewife held on the fide of the 
Perfians, in order to determine whether they (hould ha« 
zard an engagement or not. AH the commanders were 
for engaging) becaufe they knew this advice to be mofl: 
mgreeable to the king's inclination. Queen Artemifia was ArUmtfim 
jhe only perfon that oppofed this refolution. She was ^ilfuades 
^ueen of Halicamaflus, and followed Xerxes in this war '^' ^/^^' 
with five fhips, the beft equipped of any in the fleet, ex- g„g^i^ 
cept thofe of the Sidonians. This princefs diftinguiftied ai fea. 
herfelf, on all occafions, by her Angular courage, and ftill 
more by her prudence and condu^ i for, our author ob- 
ferves, that there was not one who gave Xerxes fo good 
advice as this heroine. She reprefented in the ccnincil of 
war we are fpeaking of, the dangerous confequences of 
^engaging a people that were far more expert in maritime 
^fhiTS than the Perfians, alleging, that the lofs of a battle 
iat fea would be attended with the ruin of their army j 
whereas, by fpinning out the war, and advancing into the 
Jieart of Greece, they would create jealoufies and divifions 
among their enemies, who would feparate from one an- 
other, in order to defend each of them their own couijtry ; 
and that the king might, almoft without ilriking a blow, 
make himfelf matter of Greece'* This advice, though 
very prudent, was not followed, but an engagement re- 
folved upon. Xerxes, in order to encourage his men 
with his prefence, caufcd a throne to be erefted on the 
top of .an eminence, whence he might fafely behold 
whatever happened, having feveral fcribes about him, to 
write down the names of fuch as Ihould Cgnalize them- 
felves againft the enemy. The approach of the Per- 
iian fleet, with the news, that a ftrong detachment from 
the army was marching againft Cleombrotus, who defend- 
ed the Ifthmus, ft ruck fuch a terror into the Peloponne- 
iians, that they could not, by any intreaties, be prevailed 
upon to ftay any longer at Salamis. Being therefore de- Th^ Peh* 
termined to put to lea, and fail to the Ifthmus, The- ponntfians 
tniftocles privately difpatched a trufty friend to the Per- ^''^^l jl 
iian commanders, informing them of the intended flight, ^^ktmtftj^ 

cltu 
9 Herodot* lib. viii« cap. 45. 57. 6o. 65, ' Idem ibid, cap. 6S. 
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and exhorting them to fend part of their fleet round the 
ifland, in order to prevent their efcape. The fame mef- 
fenger aflfured Xerxes, that Themiftocles, who fent him' 
that advice, defigned to join the Perfians, as foon as the 
battle fliould begin, teith all the Athenian (hips. The 
king giving credit to all he faid, immediately caufed a 
ftrong fquadron to fail round the ifland in the night, in 
order to cilt ofF the enemy's flight. Early next morning, 
as the Peloponnefians were preparing to fet fail, they 
found themfelves encompaffed on all hands by the Perfian 
fleet; and were therefore obliged to remain in the 
Streights of Salamis, and expofe themfelves to the fame 
dangers with their allies ". The Grecian fleet confided 
of three hundred and eighty fail, that of the Perfians, of 
two thoufand and upwards. Themiftocles avoided the 
engagement till a certain wind, which rofe regularly every 
day at the fame time, arid was entirely contrary to thJt 
enemy, began to blow. As foon as he found himfelf fa- 
voured by this breeze, he gave the Cgnal for battle. The 
Perfians knowing that they fought under their king's eye, 
advanced with great refolution ; but the wind blowing 
direftly in their faces, and the largenefs and number of 
their (hips embarraffing them, in a place fo ftreight and 
Tl# Tef' narrow, their courage foon abated : the Greeks obferving 
fan fieet their confufion, ufed fuch eflrbrts, that, in a {hort time 
I^^Grieki I'reaking into the Perfian fleet, they entirely difordered 
jirumifid'j them, fome flying towards Phalerus, where their army 
bra*veryt lay encamped, others faving themfelves in the harbours of 
andnar- the neighbouring iflands. The lonianswere the firft that 
TQWifcape. betook themfelves to flight'. But queen Artemifia dif- 
tinguifhed herfelf above all the reft, her fliips being the 
lad that fled : a circumftance. which Xerxes obferving, 
cried out, that the men behaved like women, and the 
women with the courage and intrepidity of men. The 
Athenians were fo incenfcd againft her, that they offered 
a reward of ten thoufand drachmas to any one that ihould 
take her alive ; but flie, notwithftanding all their effbrts, got 
clear of the (hips that purfued her, and arrived fafe on 
the coaft of Afia **. In this engagement, which was one 
of the moft memorable aftions we find- recorded in hiftory, 
the Grecians loft forty ihips, and the Perfians two hun- 
dred, befides a great many more that were taken, with all 
the men and ammunition they contained. Many of their 

• Hcrodot. lib. viii. cap. 74.-76. * Idem ibid, cap, 83—8 5. 

■ Ibid. cup. 86^^88} U 9t« juftin, lib* ii. cap« 12. 
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allies, dreading the king's cruelty, made the bed of their 
way to their rcfpeftive countries; Xerxes, being under Xerxis' 
no fmall apprehenfion, left the conquerors fhould fail to ^fa'^j^^^ 
the Hellefpont, and there obftruft his return, left Mar- y"'''''' 
donius in Greece, with an army of three hundred thou- 
fand men, andi marched with the reft towards Thrace, in 
order to crofs the Hellefpont. As no provifions had been 
previoufly prepared, his army underwent great hardftiips 
during the whole march, which lafted forty-five days. 
The foldiers were obliged to live upon herbs, and even 
the bark, and leaves 9f trees; which occafioned innu- 
merable diftempers, that fwept off the greater part of 
them. The king, finding that his army was not in a 
condition to purfue the march fo expeditioufly as he de- 
Cred, advanced with a fmall retinue, leaving the reft be* 
bind; but when he arrived at the Hellefpont, he found 
the bridge broken down by the violence of the ftorms ; 
and was reduced to the neceflity of crpffing over in a fifii- 
ing-boat. From the Hellefpont he continued his flight 
to Sardis, where he took up his quarters for the enfuing 
year. 

The firft care of the Athenians, after the battle, was to 
fend the firft fruits of their vi^ory to Delphos, where 
tbey enriched the temple with the fpoils of thofe by 
whom it had been lately pillaged. Their next refolution 
was, to reward thofe who had fignalized themfelves above 
the reft. It was a cuftom in Greece, that, after an en- 
gagement, the commanding officers fhould declare who, in 
their opinion, had moft diftinguiihed themfelves, during 
the conflift, by writing down the names of the perfon 
that deferved the firft, and of him who dcferved the fe- 
cond prize. On this occafion, each captain, being ambi- 
tious of that honour, wrote down his own name in the 
fii'ft place, and, in the fecond, the name of Themiftocles ; 
fo that ihis laft was juftly doomed to have deferved the 
preference to all. And accordingly he was diftinguiflied *^^r 
with honours, which to that time had never been be- -^^ ^^^ 
ftowed upon any other, as we (hall have occafion to relate pn%e»fkis 
in the hiftory of Greece *. , 'valour* 

About the fame time that the a£lions of Thermopylae 
and Salamis happened, the formidable army of the Car- 
thaginians, confifting of three hundred thoufand men, 
was entirely defeated by Gelo, king of Syracufe. 

On Xerxes* departure out of Greece, Marc^onius, hav- 
ing pafled the winter in Theffaly and Macedonia, marched 

X Herodot. lib. viii. cap. nt, 193. 
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early in the fpring into Boeotia: from thence he feht 
Alexander, king of Macedon, with very advantageous 
ofiers to the prople of Athens, in order to detach them 
from the common alliance. The offers he made were to 
rebuild, at the king's charges, their city, and whatever 
other edifices had been demoliihed the year before in At- 
tica ; to fuffer them to live according to their own laws ; 
to reinftate them in all their former pofTei&ons ; and to 
add to them whatever other lands they Jhould defire. 
Alexander, as being their ancient friend, exhorted them^ 
in his own name, to lay hold o{ fo favourable an op« 
portunity of refettling their afFairs, reprefenting, that 
they were not in a condition to withftand fo powerful 
an enemy. But the Athenians could not be prevailed 
upon) by any means, to defert the intereft of Greece. 
Marddnius therefore marched with all his army into At- 
tica, wafting and deftroying whatever he found in his 
way. The AthenianSj not being in a condition to with- 
ftand fuch a torrent, retired to Salamis, jSgina, and Irse- 
zene ; and the fecond time abandoned their city^ -Mar- 
donius entered Athens, and demoliihed whatever bad 
efcaped the Perfians the preceding year 3^. In the mean 
time, the joint forces of Greece being drawn together oa 
the Ifthmus of Corinth, Mardonius thought fit to march 
back into Bceotia ; for that being an open and level country, 
was more fit for him to engage in than Attica, which was 
rough, craggy, full of hills and narrow pafTes^ On his re- 
turn into Boeotia, he encamped on the banks of the Afo*. 
pus. The Greeks followed him thither, under the com- 
maiid of Paufanias, king of Sparta, and of Ariftides, 
commander in chief of the Athenians. Itte Perfian 
army, according to the computation of Herodotus, con- 
fifted of three hundred and fifty thoufand men ; accord- 
ing to Diodorus, of five hundred thoufand : that of the 
Grecians did not amount to one hundred and ten thou- 
fand. Mardonius, in order to try the courage of the 
Greeks, fent out his cavalry, in which the main ftrength 
of his army confifted, to fkirmifli with the enemy. The 
Megarians, who were encamped on a plain, luftained 
the firft onfet with great firmnefs; but were forced 
to give way, being galled with the enemy's arrows, 
^s they were giving ground, a detachment of three 
hundred Athenians, with a fmall numtjer of archers, 
advanced to their relief. Mafiftius, general of the Per- 
fian horfe, highly efteemed in Perfia, feeing them ad* 

y Hcrodota lib^ Mil* cap, 115, 114, & lib. ix« capt 3. 13. 14* 
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yance In good order, commanded his caratry to face 
about, and attack them; The fhock was very violent, 
both parties endeavouring to (hew, by the ifliie of this en* 
counter, what might be the fucceiii of a general engage- 
ment. The vi£iory was a long time doubtful, but, at laft, Mafiflius 
MaGftius being killed, the Perfians betook themfelves to defeated 
light. The death of Mafiftius was greatly lamented by ^^^^^^ 
the Perfians, who, to fliew their concern for the lofs of (o 
brave a commander, cut off their hair, and likewife the 
manes of their horfes, filling the camp with loud cries 
and lamentations *• After this, encounter, the two armies 
continued for the fpace of ten days furveying each 
other. At laft Mardonius, who was of a fiery temper, 
impatient of farther delays, and feeing his provifions al- 
moft exhaufted, called a council of war, in order todell* 
berate, whether they fhould give battle, or retire till fuch 
time as they could be ftipplied with freih provifions. Ar-* 
tabazusy a nobleman of great diftinfbion and experience, 
was of opinion, that they fhould not hazard a battle, but 
retire under the walls of Thebes, where they would be ia 
a condition to lay in ftores of provifion and forage. He 
idleged, that, by delaying, they might caft a damp upon the 
ardour of the enemies ; and, in the mean time, by fend- 
ing rich prefents to their leaders, prevail upon them to 
betray the common liberty, without hazarding a battle. 
The Thebans were of tne fame opinion ; but that of 
Mardonius, who was for engaging, prevailed, none of the 
Other commanders daring to contradi£l: him ; and the re- 
fult of their deliberations was, that they fhould give battle 
next day. Alexander, king of Macedon, who in his heart 
favoured the Greeks, came fecretly, about midnight, into 
their camp, and informed Ariftides of all that pafied *. 

The Greek generals, upon this notice, ordered their g^;j ^, 
officers to prepare for fight. Before they engaged, Pau- mtes r#- 
fanias thought fit to change the order of oattle, and place Jol'vetoi» 
the Athenians, who were in the left wing, on the right, ^^'^'' 
that they might be oppofed to the Medes and Perlkns, 
^K^om they had formerly conquered at Marathon, while 
he with his Spartans, engaged the Thebans, and other 
Greeks, who ferved in the rerfian army, and had been 
often routed by the Spartans. But Mardonius, upon the 
intelligence he had of this new difpofition, made the like 
change, whic'h obliged the Greeks to return to their 
former ftations, and the Perfia^ss likewife ranged fhek 

z Herodot. lib. ix. ^p. m. h* « Idem U>id. cap. 43. 
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army according to their firft difpofition. Thus did all that 
day pafs without any adion. In the evening the Greeks 
held a council of war, in which it was refolved that they 
ihould decamp, and retire to fome other place more con* 
Ycniently fituated for water. Night coming on, and the 
odicers endeavouring, at the head of the bodies they com- 
manded, to make what hade they could to the camp that 
was marked out for them, great confufion enfued, fome 
going one way and fome another, without obferving any 
Yr. of Fl. order in their march. At laft they flopped near the little 
1869. city of Plataea. Mardonius being informed that the Greeks 
Ante Chr. were retired by night, drew up his army in battle-array, 
^^9* and purfued them with great fliouts, as if they were not 
75i# hattU ^^ fig^^ ^^^ ^^ ft^*P ^^^ plunder a flying enemy. He 
•f FlatMOn ^i^ ^^^ f^^^ ^^ ^^i^ occafion to infult Artabazusi re- 
proaching him with hi6 cowardly prudence, and the falfe 
notion he had conceived of the Lacedemonians, who 
never fled, as he pretended, before the enemy. Having 
paflfed the Afopus, he came up with the Lacedaemonians 
and Tegeans, who were feparated from the body of the 
army, . to the number of fifty-three thoufand men. Pau- 
fanias finding himfelf thus attacked by the whole Perfian 
army, difpatched a meflenger to acquaint the Athenians, 
who had taken another route, with the danger he was in. 
The Athenians immediately put themfelves in motion to 
fuccour their diftreflcd allies ; but were attacked, and, to 
their great regret, prevented by thofe Greeks who fided 
TA/ P/r- with the Perfians. The battle being thus fought in two 
Jimit de- places, the Spartans were the firft who broke into the very 
jtatid, center of the Perfian army, and, after a moft obftinate re- 
ft ftance, put them to flight. Mardonius, mounted on a 
white horfe, fignali zed himfelf on this occafion, and, at 
the head of a thoufand chofen men, bravely oppofed the 
Mardoniuj ^nemy ; but he falling, the whole Perfian army was eafily 
iilUd. routed. Thofe Greeks, who had engaged ^he Athenians, 

retired with precipitation, leaving the Athenians matters 
of the field. The Perfians fled to their former camp, 
which they had fortified with an enclofure of wood. ^ The 
Lacedsemonians purfued them, but were not able to force 
the entrenchment, not being accuftomcd to bcfiege towns, 
or ftorm fortified places. The Athenians, hearing the 
Perfians were thus fliut up in their camp, left ofi^purfuing 
the Greeks, and haftened to the aflTiftance of the Laccdae- 
moniansi whom they found bufied in forcing the enemy's 
camp with more labour than ftill : wherefore they took 
upon themfelves thut taflc^ and foon made a breach in the 

wallj 
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\rall, through which entering, together with the Laccdae- ThPer^ 
monians, they made fuch a dreadful flaughter of the /«« camp 
enemy, that of three hundred thoufand, fcarce three ^^[^^i^ 
thoufand made Aeir efcape. Artabazus, who from Mar- „;^ * 
donius's imprudent conduft, had forefeen the misfor- 
tune that befel them, after having diftinguiftied him- 
felf in the engagement^ made a timely retreat with the 
forty thoufand men he commanded ; and, being fafc 
arrived at Byzantium, from thence pafled over into Afia., 
During the whole engagement the Spartans loft but 
ninety-one men, the Tegeans fixteen, and the Athenians 
fifty-two. When they came to determine who had be- 
haved with moft courage, they all gave judgment in favour 
of Ariftodemus, who was the only perfon that had faved 
bimfelf at Thermopylae, and who had now wiped off the 
blemifh of his former condud by a moft glorious death. 
The fpoil was immenfe, confifting in vaft fums of money ^hi im* 
in gold and filver cups, veffels, tables, bracelets, ricn ^^fijpni 
beds, and all forts of furniture. They gave the tenth of ^^^* 
istll to Paufanias, who behaverf in a very extraordinary 
manner ; and the others were rewarded, each according to 
his merit **. Thus was Greece delivered, not only from 
the prefent, but all future invafions of the PerfianSj who 
henceforward never croffed the Hellefpont. 

The fame day that this battle was fought at Fiataea^ 
the Grecian fleet gained as memorable a vi£lory at My- 
cale, a promontory in Afia, over the remainder of the 
Perfian navy : for, while the land-forces of Greece ren- 
dezvoufed on the Ifthmus of Corinth, their fleet met 
at j^Egina, under the command of Leotychides the other 
king of Sparta, and Xantippus the Athenian. Thither 
ambafladors came to their commanders from the lonians, 
inviting them into Afia, to deliver the Greek colonies 
from ihe Perfian yoke. On this invitation they imme- 
diately fet fall for Afia, fteering their courfe by Delos, 
where they were met by other ambafladors from Samos, 
who brought them intelligence, that the Perfian fleet, 
which had wintered at Cuma, was then at Samos, where 
it might be eafily deftroyed ; earneftly intreating them^ at 
the fame time, not to n^glefl fo favourable an opportunity. 
In cohfequence of this advice they failed to Samos ; but 
the Perfian fleet receiving timely notice? of their defign^ 
retired to Mycale, where the army lay encamped, confift- 
of a hundred thoufand men, the remainder of thofa 

^ ^erodot. lib. ix. cap. 31—69. , 
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Xerxes had brought back out of Greece tlie year before* 
Here they drew their fhips afhore, aud threw up an in- 
^ trenchment quite round, which they fortified with palli* 
The Per- fadoes> being determined to fuftain a fiege. The Greeks 
fiansdM' arriving at "Mycalc, found all the enemy's fliips within 
^M^t^^ the circumvallation, ;ind a numerous army difpofed along 
•^^ '* the coaft ; however, they did not meet with the leaft op-» 
position in landing their men, and drawing them up in 
order of battle \ which, when they had done, they at«» 
. tacked the ei^my with fuch vigour, that they oblige4 
^hem to fly to their entrenchments, and purfued them fo 
clofe, that they entered the camp ^t the fame time. When 
the enemy faw their entrenchments forced, all the auxili* 
aries betook themfelves to flight ; but the Ferfians, though 
reduced to a fmall number, dill continued to difpute the 
entrance of their camp againft the Greeks. Meanwhile 
the Lacedaemonians, who had taken a wider compafs^ 
arriving with other troops of the allies, the Perfians like- 
wife abandoned their poft, aiid faved themfelves by fly-^ 
ing to the pafles of the neighbouring mountains. Before 
the engagement they had appointed the Milefians to guard 
thefe pafTes, that they might have a fafe retreat in cafe 
tb6y were put to flight, and fure guides to condu£k them 
Betrayed through the mountains; but they treacheroufly brought 
^M^ Mi- back, by other ways, to the enemy, fuch as fled to them, 
■^^'*'' by which means a vtxy fmall number efcaped the geoeral 
flaughter of that day. The two Perfian generals, Mar- 
dontes and Tigranes, fell in the field, with many other 
commanders or great diftin£lion. The Greeks, havii^ 
fnade a prodigious havock of the enemy both in the ac- 
, tion and in the purfuit, fet fire to the Perfian fhips, burnt 
the whole camp, and failed for Samos, loaded with an 
immenfe booty, confifting of feventy chefls of money, 
befides many other things of ineftimable value. Thus 
ended all the great defigns of Xerxes in a mod miferable 
difappointment, a fmall number of thofc millions of men 
BOW remaining, with which the year before he had marched 
fo proudly over the Hejlefpont. 

The battle of Plataea was fought in the morning, and 
that -of Mycale in the afternoon of the fame day ; and yet 
.all the Greek writers pretend, that the viSory at Plataea 
was known at Mycale before the engagement began there, 
though thefe two places were parted by the whole -figean, 
^ a fea of feveral days fail. But Diodorus Siculus tells us, that 
Leotychtdei* Leotychides, obferving his troops to be in great pain for 
ftrata^em. ^^^j^ countrymen at Plat^a, left they fhould be over- 
powered 



^ ^he Hijlory of the Per/tans. 1 73 

powered by the numerous army of Mardonius, in order to 
raife their fpirits and courage, caufed a report to be fpread 
in the army, that the Perfians were defeated at PlatSea, * 
though at that time he knew nothing of the matter ^. 

Xerxes, upon the news of thefe two overthrows, left Xerxts* 
Sardis with precipitation, making all the hafte he could hafiyfii^^ 
towards Peirfia,-that he might get as far as poffible out of 
the reach of the conquering enemy. But, before he fet 
out, he gave orders, that all the temples of the Greek 
cities in Afia ihould be burnt and demoliflied ; and his The Greek 
orders were fo far executed that not one Was left Handing tempUt de^ 
except that of Diana at Ephefus ^ (N). firoyed. 

The Grecian fleet, after the battle of Mycale, ftcered 
their courfe firft to Samos, and thence to the Hellefpont, ill 
order to poffefs themfclves of the bridges which Xerxes 
had caufed to be laid over thofe ftrcights^ but, finding 
them broken by ftorms, Leotychides, with his Pelopon- 
nefian forces, failed home. Aantippus, with the Athe- 
nians, and his allies the lonians remaining there, made 
himfelf mafter of Siftus, and the whole Thracian Cher- XoHtippus 
fonefus, where the army was enriched with an immenfc ewveys th$ 
booty, which, on the approach of vdnter, they carried ^^fi^^ 
home to their refpeftive countries. Xantippus finding all -^f ^ 
the materials of the bridges at Cardia, whither they had 
been conveyed by order ot Xerxes, carried them with him 
to Athens, where they were prefervedfor many years, as 
a monument of the many viftories which the Greeks had 
obtained in this war •. From this time the Ionian cities 
in Afia, fliaking off the Perfan yoke, recovered their 

c Diod. Sicul. lib. xL p. a8. ^ Strabo, lib. xiv. Cart, libi^ 

vii. cap. 5. Solin. cap. 40. * Herodot. lib. ix. cap. ii9, 119, 

Bzo, & Diod. Sicul. lib. xi. ad ann. %, Olymp. 75. 

(N) We (hall not pretend to all idolatrous temples wherever 

determine whether Xerxes* re- they came : and to keep Xerxes 

fentment, after fo many de- ileady in their partv, not only 

feats, prompted him to this feveral of the chief dodtors of 

peafure, or a lingular zeal for the magi, but Oftanes him- 

the inftitution of the magi, felf, who was then at the heaii 

in whofe religion he had been of the old fc6t, attended him 

thoroughly inftru6ted by Zo- during the whole time of this 

roafter ; for that religion ex- expedition : fo that, if we 

preffiag a great detcilation of may credit Cicero, it was 9t 

worihipping God by images, their infligation that all thofe 

its zej|||Cg were for deHioying temples were deftroyed (i). 

(1) Vide Cicero dc Lcgibus, lib. ii, 

ancient 
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ancient libertyi and maintained it as long as that empire 
fubfifted. 
Yr. of Fl. The Greeks, having fettled their afiairs at hoiiie, rc- 
iS/f • folved to purfue the war, and drive the Perfiafis out of all 
AnteChr. ^j^^ Greek, cities in Afia and the neighbouring iflands. 
^^^* With this view they equipped a powerful fleet, which 
niPif" failing to Cyprus, under the command of Paufanias and 
fms Ariftides, expelled the Ferfians from that ifland, and re* 

drhfin 99t ftored the inhabitants to their ancient liberty ^ 
tf'Cyprusg "While Xerxes refided at Sardis, he conceived a violent 
paffion for the wife of his brother Mafiftes, a prince of 
extraordinary merit, who had ferved the king with great 
zeal and fidelity. As (he was a woman of great virtue^ 
and had a fingular value for her hufband, (he could, by 
no folicitations, be prevailed upon to defile his bed. How- 
ever, the king, flill flattering himfelf, that, by heaping 
favours upon her, he might at laft conquer her virtue, 
married his eldeft fon Danus, whom he had appointed 
his fucceflTor to the crown, to Artayntia, this princefs'^S 
daughter. As this was the greateft favour he could be- 
llow on the mother, he expefled it would engage her to 
lUrxiC comply with his defires. But Xerxes, finding her virtue 
incijiuoui proof againft all temptations, changed his inclinations 
**"r^Jf for the mother, and fell pafEonately in love with the 
dauRhttT' daughter, who was now the wife of his own fon, and did 
W'lawn i^ot follow the glorious example of her mother's firmnefs 
and virtue. While this intrigue was carrying on, Ha- 
meilris, wife to Xerxes, having wrought a very rich and 
curious mantle, prefented it to the king ; which he being 
wonderfully pleafed with, put on when he firfl vifited his 
miflrefs. In the courfe of the converfation he defired her 
to afk a favour, binding himfelf with an oath to deny her 
nothing. Thus indulged, Artaynta defired him to give 
her the mantle. Xerxes forefeeing the bad confequences 
that would necefTarily attend his complying with her re- 
queft, did all that lay in his power to diiTuade her from 
infifting on her firfl demand. He offered her immenfe 
treafures, with cities and an army, to be folely at her dif- 
pofal J which was one of the greatefl prefents that the 
rerfian kingSi could make. But, not being able to pre^ 
vail upon her, and thinking himfejf bound by his impru- 
dent promife and rafh oath, he yielded to her importu- 
nity, and gave h^r the mantle ^ which (lie iminediately 

t Diod. Sicul. ad ann. 4. Olymp. 75. & Tbucyd. lib. i^8c Plu- 
tarch, io Arifiide, 

put 



Thi Bifiory of the Perjians. 175 

'put on, and puMicly wore, as a trophy of her power over 
the king. Hameftris, being now confirmed in the fufpi- Ham^hu*s 
cion file had entertained, .was incenfed to thehigheil de- cruelty^ 
gree; but, inftead of venting her rage againft the daugh- '^^'«*^- 
ter, who alone was faulty, refolved to be revenged on I/*if^!c? 
the innocent mother, whom (he looked upon as the au- 
thor of the whole intrigue. For the better executing her 
defign, {he waited the great feflival, which was annually 
celebrated on the king's birth-day 5 on which occafioii 
Xerxes, according to the eftablifhed cuftom of the country, 
ufed to grant the queen whatever (he demanded. This 
anniverfary being come, ftie aiked, that the wife of hb 
brother Mafiftes might be delivered into her hand^ 
Xerxes, who apprehended the queen's defign, was ftruck 
wth horror at her demand, both from regard to his bro- 
ther, and becaufe he knew, that his wife was quite inno- 
cent j he therefore at firft withftood her requeft 5 but, be- 
ing at laft overcome by her follicitations, he confentcd 
wth the utmoft reluftance ; and, ordering his guards to 
feize the innocent princefs, delivered her into the hands 
of the revengeful and enraged Hameftris. This incenfed 
barbarian immediately cauled her breafts, tongue, nofe, 
ears, and lips to be cut off, and thrown to the dogs be- 
fore her face \ and then fent her home in that miferable 
condition to her hufband. In the mean time Xerxes had 
fent for his brother, to prepare him for this melancholy 
and tragical adventure. He iiril told him, that he muft 
part with his wife, and that he defigned to fupply her 
place with one of his own daughters But Mafiftes, who 
^ras paflionately fond of his wife, could not be induced 
to divorce her, by any offers whatfoever. Xerxes then 
laraxing warm, told him, that fince he refufed his daugh- 
ter, he (hould neither have her, nor his own wife ; and 
he was difmiffed with this inhuman reply. Mafiftes, Mefifles 
from this preamble, apprehending fome great misfortune, nndhis 
made all the hafte he could home, to fee what had paffed «'i/^ ^^^ 
, during his abfence. On his arrival he found his wife in ^a^^^j^ 
that deplorable condition we have defcribed. Being ex- 3^ Xerxtu 
afperated at this outrage, be immediately afiembled all 
his family, fervants, and dependents, and fet out with all 
poilible expedition for the province of Baflri^na, of which 
he was governor, with full refolution to excite the Bac- 
trians to revolt, and revenge his caufe. . But Xerxcd 
hearing of his fudden departure, and fufpe£ting his dei^* 
•figny fent a party of horfc after- him; who, overtaking 
him^ cut him in pieces, with his wife^ childreni and all 

his 
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A Jnflk m^ his retinue* There is another adion no lefs cniel and 
/«#rr 9f impious related of Hameftris : (he caufed fourteen chil« 
^*ff^" drcn of the bell families in PerCa to be buried alive, as 
^^''^ a facrifice to the infernal gods ». 
''* Upcm the death of Mafiftes, Xerxes appointed Hyftaf- 

pes, his pwn fecond fon, to be governor of Badria \ an 
office, which * obliging him to live at a diftance from 
court, gave his younger brother ArtaxerxTes an opportu- 
nity of mounting the throne before him^ as will be feen 
in Its proper place. 
Bjxanti' The Grecian fleet having driven the Perfians out of 
mm taken Cyprus, failed from thence to the Hellefpont, and re- 
fr9mthi ^uced the city of Byzantium, where they took feveral 
erjtans* prifoners of eminent note, and fome nearly related to 
Xerxes himlelf; but they were ail treacheroufly releafed 
by Paufanias, who pretended they had made their efcape, 
as we (hall relate more at length in the hiftory of Greece. 
Yr. of PI. A few years after this event, the Athenian fleet, under 
A '* rh ^^ command of Cimon, the (on of Miltiades, took Eione, 
""^g^ "^^ on the river Strymon, and brought again under fubje&ion 
- the iflands of Scyrus and Naxus, which had revolted *. 
Cimon encouraged with this fuccefs, paflTed over to the 
coaft of Afia, and compelled the Perfians to abandon alt 
^heFiT' the maritime cities of Caria and Lycia. Then he failed 
fiamfiitt in queft of their fleet ; and finding it riding at anchor, 
^"faiThv ^^ mouth of the river Eurymedon, on the coaft of Pam- 
Cmoti^ phylia, while the army was encamped on the (hore, he 
firft attacked the fleet and then the army, overthrew both, 
and gained two viftories on the fame day, whereof the 
one was equal to the vidory of Salamis, and the other to 
Yr. of FK that of Plataea*. Next year, Cimon drove the Perfians out 
^*78- oftheThrafian Cherfonefus, fubdued the Thrafians, who 
Ante hr. j^^^ revolted from the Athenians, and then, landing his 
* army on the oppofite fhore of Thrace, feized on the gold 
mines on thofe coafts, and reduced all that country as far 
as Macedon. 

Xerxes, being wholly difcouraged by a continual fe- 
ries of fhameful defeats, refigned all thoughts of war 
and conqueils, and never afterwards fufFered his (hi^s 
to appear in the JEgean Sea, or his forces on its coafts. 
He gave himfclf entirely up to luxury and eafc, minding 
nothing but the gratifying his lufts and vicious inclina- 
tions. This diflblute manner of life drew upon him the 

e Herodot. lib. ix. cap. i07*«ii 2. ^ ThiKyd. lib. i. i Died. 
Sitful. lib. ii. Plutarcb. in Ciraoiie« iBoul. J^rob* in Cimoae^ 

contempt 



The Hiflory of the Perftans. lyy 

l:pntempt and hatred of his ftibjefts ; which induced Ar- Artaba- 
tabanus> a native of Hyrcania, captain of his guards, who nus^strea* 
had Jong been his chief favourite, to confpire againft his ^^^^J* 
life. This nobleman prevailed upon Mithridates, one of 
the eunuchs of the palace, to engage in the conspiracy ; 
and, being by him let into the king's bed-chamber, mur- yr, of FI. 
dered him, in the twenty-firft year of his reign, while he j89a. 
was aileep. He then went to Art'axerxes, the king's third -^"^^ ^^^* 
fon, and charged Darius his elder brother with the murder, ^^^' 
infinuating that an eager defire of afcending the throne had Xerxts 
jprompted him to that execrable crime. He told him, at murdered. 
the fame time, that Darius defigned to cut him off next, 
in order to fecure the crown to himfelf j and therefore 
lie ought to guard againft all dangers. Artaxerxes, being 
then a very young man, rafhly believed whatever Arta- 
banus told him J and, without farther examination, went 
immediately to his brother's apartment, and there being 
affifted by Art^bahus and his guards, murdered that Darhis 
prince. Th-e next heir was Hyftafpes, the fecond fon of murdered* 
Xerxes ; but, as he was then in Ba£i:riana, of which pro- 
vince he was governor, Artabanus placed Artaxerxes on ^^/^. 
the throne, but with a defign to let him enjoy the fo- xerxes 
vcreignty only till fuch time as he had formed a party mounts the 
ftrong enough to drive him from it, and feize it for him- '^''^"^; 
felf S His great authority had gained him many depen- 
<lents ; and befides, he had feven Tons, who were all ro- 
liuft, courageous, and raifed to the higheft dignities of 
the empire. His confidence in thefe infpired him with 
this defign; but, while he was haftening to put it in 
execution, Artaxerxes, being informed of the whole plot Artabanus 
by Megabyzus, who had married one of his fitters, coun- difcovered 
termined his fcheme, and killed him, before his treafon and put to 
was ripe for execution. His death fecured the poflefiion ^*^^"' 
of the kingdom ^ to Artaxerxes, who is faid to have been 
the handfomeft man of the age he lived in, and a prince 
of a very mild and generous difpofition. By the Greeks 
he is called Macrocheir, tliat is, Long^handedj on account of 
the more tlian ordinary length of his hands; but, in 
Scripture, he bears the name of Ahafuerus, as well' as 
that of Artaxerxes, and is the fame, who raifed Efther to 
be his queen. 

Having, by the death of Artabanus, removed one dan- Arta- 

gerous competitor, he had ftill two great obftacles in his xerxesLoti" 

gimanust 

k Diod. SicuL lib. xi. p. 53. ' Idem ibid« p. 51. Ctc- 

iias, cap. x. Jufiii^. lib. lit. cap. i. 
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way, VIZ. hia brother Hyftafpes in.Baftria, and the party 
of Artabanus at home, which gave him the firft trouble. 
Artabanus, as we have hinted above, had feven fons, and 
many partifans, who immediately affembled, in order to 
revenge his death. A-bloody confli£t enfued, in which 
many Perfians of diftinflion fell on both fides. But at 
length Artaxerxes having prevailed, put to death all thofe 
who were privy to the plot; thofe efpecially who had 
any concern in the murder of his father^ were punilhed in 
a moft fevere and exemplary manner. The eunuch 
Mithridates, who betrayed him, was boated; a punifh- 
ment, which was in ufe among the Perfians, and which 
we have already defcribed, where we gave an account o£ 
Arta- the manners of that nation. Artaxerxes having thu& 

xerxis cruflied the faftion of Artabanus at home, was in a con-^ 
'faa'^^ F dition to fend an army into Ba£tria, which had declared 
Artabanus. '" favour of his brother. But here he was not attended 
with the like fuccefs ; for the two armies engaging, Hyf- 
tafpes ftood his ground, and, though he did not prove 
viftorious,: fuftained no confiderable lofs, both parties 
retiring, with equal fortune, to prepare for a fecond en- 
counter. Next year, Artaxerxes, aflembling a far more 
powerful army, as having the •greater part of the empire 
Defeats . at hi& devotion, overpowered Hyftafpes, and, by a com- 
his brother, ^\^i^ vidtory, fecured to himfelf the quiet pofleffion of the 
throne. To prevent all farther difturbances, he removed 
fuch governors of cities and provinces as he fufpedled ta 
be afFefted to either of the faftions he had overcome, 
putting others in their room, who he could fafely truft 
in. He afterwards applied himfelf to the reformirag of 
many abufes and diforders, that had crept into the go- 
verninent ; whereby he gained great reputation, aind won 
the* hearts of his fubjefts throughout all the provinces of 
his dominibns "*. Being now fettled in the peaceable poflef- 
fion of the whole empire, he appointed rejoicings and 
feafts to be made for the fpace of one hundred and eighty 
days in the city of Sufa, at the conclufion of which, he 
gave a grand entertainment to all the princes and people, 
that were then in that city, which lafted feven days ". 
Vafhti the queen, at the fame time, made a like feaft in 
her apartment for the women. And here the hiftory of 
Hadaffah, or Efther, for which we tti9f the 'reader to 
that book, takcs^ place. 

"* Plutarch in Artaxcrx. Ctef. cap. 31. Diod. Sical. lib. xi. 
p. 54. * Eith. i. Jofeph. Antiq. libt xi. cap. 6* 
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In the fifth year of Artaxerxes' .reign, the Egyptians Yr. of Fl. 
rerolted, and, making Inarus, prince ot the Libyans, their i88g. 
king, called in the Athenians to their afEftance, who, ^"^^ ^1*^. 
having, at that time, a fleet of two hundred fhips lying ^ ^' 
off the ifland of Cyprus, accepted the invitation, look- r>&^ Egyp- 
ing upon it as a very favourable opportunity of weakening tians re*- 
the Perfian power, by driving them from fo rich a king- *volt^ af- 
dom. But this war proved fatal both to them and their -^^^.^ 
Egyptian allies. The Athenians loft their fleet, and the „lJ, 
Egyptians were reduced to flavery 5 neverthelefs Athens 
having equipped another fleet of two hundred fail, gave cimon's 
the command of it to Cimon, who took Citium, Malum, fuccefs in 
and fcveral other cities of Cyprus j and from thence fent Cyprus w 
fixty fail to the afliftance of Amyrt^eus, in the fens of ^^'^^ ^^* 
* Egypt. Artabazus, being then in thofe feas, with a fleet fij^f^ 
of three hundred fhips, Cimon, as foon as his fquadron 
returned from Egypt, fell upon him, took one hundred 
of his fliips, deftroyed many others, and purfued the re- 
mainder to the coafts of Phoenicia. Flufhed with his 
fuccefs, on his return, he landed his troops in Cilicia, 
where he found Megabyzus with an army of three hun- 
dred thoiifand men, who had marched againft him, and» 
having put him to flight, with a great flaughter, returned 
to Cyprus, in double triumph *• ^ 

Artaxerxes, tired with a war, in which he had fuftain* 
ed fo great loflTes, refolved, with the advice of his coun- 
fellors, to put an end to fo many calamities, by coming 
to an accommodation with the enemy. Accordingly, he 
fent orders to his generals, who were charged with the 
management of the Cyprian war, to conclude a peace 
with the Athenians, on the beft terms they could obtain. 
Megaby*zus and Artabazus immediately fent ambaflTadors Artaxerxes 
to Athens, to propofe an accommodation, which was "^^^^p^act 
agreed upon by the deputies of both fides, on the follow- '^^]^gJ ^ 
ing terms: i. That all the Greek cities of Afia fhould be 
made free, and allowed to Ike according to their own 
laws. 2. That no Perfian fliips of war fhould enter thofe 
feas that lie between the Cyanean and Chelidonian iflands ; 
that is, from the Euxine Sea to the coafts of Pamphylia. 
3. That no Perfian general fhould come, by land, within 
three days march of thofe feas. 4. That the Athenians 
fhould not commit any hoftilities in the territories of the 
king of Perfia. Thefe articles being fworn to by both 
parties, peace was proclaimed. Thus ended this war, 

* Plutarch in Cimon. Thucid, lib. i. Diod. Sicul. lib. xi. p. 7S* 
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which ha* laded from • the burning of Sardis by the AtJie-- 
nians, fifty-one years complete, and deftroycd multitudes^ 
of Greeks and Perfians p. 

Artaxerxes being continually importuned by his mother^ 
for five years together, to deliver to her Inanis» and the 
Athenians who had been taken with him in Egypt, that 
flie might facrifice them to the manes of her fon Achx- 
menes, yielded at lad to her unwearied folicltations. 
This inhuman princefs, without any regard to the condi- 
tions, which had been with the greateft folemnity ratified , 
Uarut caufed Inarus to be crucified, and the heads of all the reft 
€rudfed* to be ftruck ofF. Megabyzus, who had engaged his word, 
that their life fhould be fpared, looked upon this facrifice 
Megafyzits as a diihonour done to him 5 and therefore, retiring to 
revolts and Syria, of which province he was governor, raifed an army 
//M/j o- ^^^ openly revolted. The king immediately fent Ofiris, 
one of the chief lords of the court, with an army of two 
Yr. of Fl. hundred thoufand men, to fupprefs this rebellion : but 
1900. Megabyzus, in a general engagement, wounded, him,. 
Ante Chr. took him prifoner, and put his numerous army to flight. 
^ * Artaxerxes hearing that his general was taken, fent a 
meffenger to demand him ; and Megabyzus generoufly re- 
leafed him, as foon as his wounds were cured ^. 

Next year Artaxerxes fent another army againft him, 
under the command of Menoftanes fon to Artarius, the 
king's brother, and governor of Babylon. This general 
was attended with no better fuccefs than the other; for* 
he was in the fame manner defeated and put to ^ flighty 
leaving Megabyzus mailer of the field, and all the bag- 
gage. The king being fenfible, that he could not get the 
better of him by dint of arms, fent his brother Artarius, 
and his fifter Amytis, who was wife to Megabyzus, to 
Vardoned P^r^^ade him to return to his duty. By their mediation 
aW rein^' the difference being adjufted, the king granted him his 
ftattd. pardon % and he returned to court. Not long after, a lion 
being ready to deftroy the king as he was hunting, Me- 
gabyzus, to (hew his zeal and afFeftion for his fovercign, 
threw a dart at the lion and killed him. The king, 'ftill 
retaining ill-will againft him, upon pretence that he had 
affronted him in (hooting firft at the lion, commanded his 
head to be ftruck off: and it was with the utmoft difficulty, . 
that Amytis his fiiler, and Hameftris his mother, prevaiU 
ed upon him to change the fentence of death into that of 

P 'Diod. uhi rupra> p. 74* Thucid. lib. i* Plutarch in Cimone. 

9 Cteiiasy cap 35. 
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fierpetnal banifhment ; Megabyzus was therefore fent to Saniflii^. 
Cyrta> a city Handing on the Ited Sea, and fentenced to 
pafs the reft of his life there, under confinement. How- 
ever, five years after, he made his efcape from thence, 
and, under difguife, reached his own houfc at Sufa, where, 
by the intercemon of his wife and mother-in-law, he was 
reinftated in the king's favour, and enjoyed it till his Rttnjlaud. 
death, which happened in the feventy-iixth year of his 
age. He was greatly lamented by the king and the whole 
court, being the beft counfeltor, and greatefl general, of 
the whole empire. To him Artaxerxes owed both hii 
life and his crown, at his firll acccflion to the govern- 
(ncnt ; but it is of dangerous confequence, in a fubjeft, to 
havei lisfovereign; for this was the true 

fourci :unes that befel Megabyzus. 

In 1 car of the reign of Artaxerxes, a Yr. of Fl. 

warh :n the Athenians and Lacedsemo- igi?- 

nians, IthePeloponnefian war, both par- AnteChr. 

ties fe the king, imploring his affiftancc. *^'' 

3ut we do not find that Artaxerxes returned them any Artaxtr- 
anfwer before the feventh year of that war, when he fent xet' Uittr 
3n ambaflador to the Lacedemonians, named Artaphemes, f '*' la' 
with a letter written in the AflTyrian tongue, wherein he "[''""■- 
told them, that ieveral ambafladors had come to him from "'"'"' 
(them ; but the purport of their emba^es difcred fo 
widely, that he could not comprehend what they requeft- 
cd ; and therefore he had thought proper to fend them a 
PcrGan, to let them know, that if they had any propofals 
to make, they fliould fend a trufty perfon along with him, 
by whom be might be informed what they defired him to 
do. This ambaiTador, arriving at Eion, on the river 
Stryraon in Thrace, was there taken prifoner by one of the 
admirals of the Athenian fleet, who fent him to Athens, 
where he was treated with the uimoft civility and refpcft, 
the Athenians being extremely defirous of regaining the 
favour of the king his mailer '. The year following, as 
foon as the feafon allowed the Athenians to put to fea, 
they fent back the ambaflador, in one of their own fhips, 
at the expence of the public, and appointed fame of their 
citizens to attend Jiim to the court of Ferfia. with the 
character of ambafladors. But, when they landed at 
XphefuE, they there received news of the king's death ; 
whereupon the Athenians, not thinking it advjfeable to 
proceed farther, took their leave of Ariapherncs and re- 
turned to Athens '. 

' Tbucyd, lib. iv. p. *!j, tSfi- * Idem ibid. p. 3ii- 
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Yr. of FI. Artaxerxes favoured the Jews above all the kings of 

1914. Perfia : but what happened to them during his reign, we 

Aaic Chr. y^^Ly^ related in the hiftory of that people, as in a more 

^*^ proper place. This prince died in the forty-firft year of 

Xerxes IL ^^ ^^^^y ^^^ ^^^ fucceeded by Xerxes, the only fon he 
had by his queen : but, by his concubines^ he had feven- 
teen, among whom were Sogdianus, or, as Ctefias calls 
him, Secundianus, Ochus, and Arfites. Xerxes, hav- 
ing drank immoderately at a great entertainment, retired 
to his bed-chamber, to refrefli himfelf with fleep, after 
his debauch. This opportunity Sogdianus laid hold of; 
and being condufted into the bed-chamber by Pharnacyas, 
Slain. o"^ of Xerxes' eunuchs, flew him, after he had reigned 

forty-five days ; and poflefled himfelf of the kingdom •. ' 
Sogdlanus^s Scarce was Sogdianus feated on the throne, when he 
cruelties, put to death Bagorazus, the moft faithful of all his fa- 
ther's eunuchs. He had been appointed to fuperintend 
the interment of Artaxerxes, and of the queen,' Xerxes* 
mother, who died the fame day with her royal confort. 
After he had- conveyed both their bodies to the burial* 
place of the Perfian kings, he found, on his return, 
Sogdianus in pofleffion of the crown, with whom he had 
formerly fome fmall difference. This Sogdianus remem- 
bered, and, taking, for a pretence to quarrel with him, 
fomething relating to the obfequies of his father, caufed 
him to be ftoned to death. By thefe murders he became 
very odious to the nobility and the army ; and being 
jealous left fome of his brothers might treat him as he 
had treated Xerxes, he fent for Ochus, whom he chiefly 
fafpefted, with a defign to aflaflinate him the moment he 
arrived. Ochus had been, by his father, appointed go- 
vernor of Hyrcania ; and, being well apprifed o£ his bro- 
ther's defign, under feveral pretences, deferred his coming 
to court, till he had drawn together a powerful army, 
with which he advanced to the confines of Perfia, openly 
declaring, that he defigned to revenge the death of hia 
brother. This declaration brought over to him many o£ 
the nobility and feveral governors of provinces, who, be- 
ing highly diflatisfied with the cruelty, and ill condu£): of 
jy^pofedhj Sogdianus, put the tiara on Ochus's head, and proclaim - 
Oihus> g^ \^\^ king. Sogdianus feeing himfelf thus deferted^ 
contrary to the advice of his heft friends, came to an ac- 
commodation with Ochus, who, having him in his power, 

• Ctef. cap* 47. Diod> Sicul. lib. xii. p* 115* 
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caufed him to be thrown into afhes (O), where he died a J^'ts cruel 
cruel death ^ ^^^^^* 

Ochusy being fettled on the- throne by the death of OchustaUs 
Sogdianus, changed his name, taking that of Darius; the name of 
and is by hiftorians commonly called Darius Nothus, or ^^''^*'* 
Darius the Baftard. 

Arfites, feeing in what manner Sogdianus had fup- Yr. of FJ, 
planted Xerxes, and been afterwards driyen from the a'^*pi. 
throne by Ochus, began to entertain thoughts of treating ^^^ 
Ochus in the fame manner. With this defign, though he ^ 

was his brother by the fame father and mother, he broke Arfites r#- 
out into an open rebellion againft him, being encouraged ^^li* 
and affifted by Artyphius, the fon of Megabyzua, Ochus, 
whom henceforth we fliall call Darius^ fent Artafy- 
ras, one of his generals, againft Artyphius, while he 
searched againft his brother Ariftes. Artyphius, with the Artyphius - 
afliftance of his Greek mercenaries, twice defeated the furrender* 
general who had. been fent againft him : but, thefe being ^j^Sjf^^' 
-gained over with large bribes, he loft the third battle ; and, 
being reduced to great ftrsfits, furrendered himfelf to Da- 
jrius, upon promife of mercy. The king was for putting 
him to death immediately ; but was diverted from this 
ftep, by Paryfatis his wile and fifter % flie was daughter 
to Artaxerxes by another mother, an intriguing and crafty 
"woman ; and by her advice, the king was entirely govern- 
«ed in affairs of the higheft importance. The counfel fhe 
^ave him, on this occafion, was to treat Artyphius with 
great clemency, that by fuch ufage of a rebellious fervant, 
tie might the better encourage his brother to throw him- 
ielf upon his mercy ; and then punifh them both together. 
Darius followed her counfel, and had the fuccefs he pro- 
]>ofed ; for Arfites, being informed of the gentle ufage 
Artyphius had met with, concluded that he, as a brother, 

t Ctefias, cap.' 47* Diodor. lib. xli. p. 31ft. 

(O) This punifhment was ** An high tower was filled to 

invented for him, and became a certain height with ^(hes, 

afterwards common in Perfia* and the criminal being thrown 

Ochus had fwom, that Sog- headlong into them, they were 

<lianu$ (hould not die by the by a wheel, perpetually tum- 

fword, bypoifon, or of hunger, ed round him, till he was fuf- 

To keep his word, he con« focated.'' Thus this wicked 

trived this new fort of puniih-' prince loft his life, and his 

4 ment; it is dcfcribed in the empire, after he had reigned 

thirteenth chapter of the fe- fix months and fifteen days, 
vcond book of Maccabees, thus ; 

N 4 (hould 



1 84 The Hifiory of the Perfians. 

(hould be treated, at leaft, with the fame indulgence* 
Flattered with this hope, he came to an agreement with 
the king, and furrendered himfelf into his hands. Da- 
rius having him in his power, was very much inclined 
to pardon him ; but was prevailed upon by Paryfatis to 

Puttodiatk put both him and Artyphius to death, by fttfFocating them 

wiM Ar- in aOies \ 

•^^''* He alfo put to death Fharnacyas, for being concerned 

in the murder of Xerxes; and Monafthenes, another 
eunuch, who was the chief favourite of Sogdiamis, was 
condemned to die a cruel death, which he prevented by 
laying violent hands on himfelf. Thefe executions did 
not procure Darius the tranquility he expeded ; for his 
whole reign was difturbed with violent commotions raifed 
in various parts of the empire. One of the moft dafn- 

Yr of Fl gc^^*^s was that which was ftirred up by Pifuthnes, go- 
»934« * vernor of Lydia, who, fetiing up for himfelf, raifed an. 

Ante Chr. army of Greek mercenaries, under the command of 
4'4« Lycon, an Athenian. Againft him, Darius fent Tiffa- 

" phernes, appointing him at the fame time governor of 

Lydia, in hif room. Tiflapb^rnes, who was an artful 
and crafty man, found means 'to gain 0ver the Greeks, 
who ferved under Pifuthnes, and induced both them and 
their general to change fides. Whereupon Pifuthnes* 
not being in a condition to carry on the war, furrendered, 
upon promife of pardon ; but the king, the inftant he was 
brought before him, fentenced him to death ; and accord- 

Pifuthnes ^^g^X ^^ ^^^ fuffocated in afhes. But his death did 

andhufon not terminate the troubles he had raifed; for his fon 

puttodeaik. Amorgas, with the femainder of the army, ftill oppofed 
Tiffaphernes ; and for two years continued to infeft the 
maritime parts of Afia Minor, till he was at length taken 
prifoner by the Peloponnefians, at lafus, a city of Ionia, 
and delivered by the inhabitants to Tiflapherncs, who put 
him to death '. 

Darius had fcarce quelled this rebellion, when he found 
himfelf involved in new troubles. His court, and we may 
fay the whole empire, were governed by the eunuchs Ar- 
toxares, Artibarzanes, and Athous. Thefe he confulted^ 
and followed their advice, in all the momentous affairs of 
the empire ; but Artoxares was the chief favourite, and 
nothing was tratlfafted but by hisdireftion. This eunuch, 
intoxicated with power, began to entertain thoughts of 
afccnding the thrOne ; and actually formed a defign of 

« Ctefiai, cap. 49. ? Ibid. cap. 51. 

cutting 
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cutting off Darius. With this view, that he might not 

be thought an eunuch, which was a ftrong objedion to 

his being acknowleged king, he married, and wore an 

artificial beard, giving out that he was not what to that 

time the Perfians had taken him to be. But his wife, 

who was privy to the whole plot, and perhaps glad to get 

rid of fuch a hufband, difcovered the whole matter to the Artoxarts 

king. Whereupon he was feized, and delivered to Pary- ^^^ ^^ 

fatiS) who caufed him to be put to a cruel and ignomi- ^ * 

nious death y. • 

The fame year that Pifuthnes rebelled, the Egyptians 
not only fhook off the Perfian yoke, but enteting into a 
confederacy with the Arabians, refplved to carry the war 
into Phcenice. . News of this revolt beiftg tw'tougnt to the 
court of Perfia, the fleet, which the king had equipped with 
a defign to affift the Lacedaemonians, was recalled to the ' 

defence of his own dominions \ 

While Darius was carrying on a war againft the Egjrp- Darius*s 
tians and Arabians,^ the Medes revolted 5 but, being de- fuccefi 
feated, vrtrt forced to return to their former allegiance ; ^g^'^fi^J^* 
and, in punifhment of their rebellion, reduced to harder ^troltinces* 
fubjeiflion than before, a^ is ufually the cafe. Darius 
feems to have been llkewife fuccefsful againft the Egyp- 
tians \ for Amyrtaeus being dead after a reign of fix years, 
his fonPaufiris fucceeded him, as Herodotus informs us% 
in the kingdom, with the confent of the Perfians; a cir- 
cumftance, which Ihews, that thefe laft were mailers of 
Egypt. 

• Darius, having thus fettled the affairs of Media and Cyrus tk§ 
Egypt, invefted Cyrus, his youngeft fon, with the fu- Younger 
•preme command ot all the provinces of Afia Minor. He •^^«'*''^ 
was a very young man to be entrufted with fo much power, ^^f^Ma^ 
for having been bom after his father's acceifipn to tbe Minor. 
crown, he could not have been above fifteen years old \ 
when he received this important commifiion, but as he Yr. of PI. 
was the darling of his mother Paryfatis, who had an ab» a-I^^cJi 
folute fway over the king her hufband, flie obtained this .^.^ * 
command for him, with a view to put him in a condition j 

to contend for the crown after his father's death : and this 
ufe he made of it, to the great difturbance of the whole 



empire, as we ihall fee hereafter ^ On his receiving his Sent to aj 

the L^ce^ 
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commKHon he was ordered to afiift ^he LacedsemodiaiM 

againft the Athenians, contrary to the wife meafures ob- 
ferved by TifTaphernes, who, by ibmetimes helping one 
fide and fometimes the other, had ib ballanced matters 
between them, that they continued to harrafs each other^ 
without being at leifure to difturb the Perfians, wlu) had 
fo long been the common enemies of both. This order 
being given, Cyrus foon difcovcred the weaknefs of the 
king's politics ; for the Lacedaemonians having, with the 
affiftance given them by Cyrus, foon everpowered the 
Athenians, fent firft Thimbro, and after him Dercylli- 
das, and at laft Agefilaus, their king» to invade the Fer- 
fian provinces in Afia, where they made great conquefts^ 
and would have endangered the whole empire^ had not 
Darius, by <iiftributing large fums. of money aifiohg the 
demagogues, or governors of the Greek cities^ found 
means to rekindle the war in Greece ; which obliged the 
Lacedaemonians to recal their troops for their own de- 
fence. 
Ueeomes Cyrus, having put to death two noble PerSans, fons to 

•**?.*'J?*' a filter of Darius, for no other reafon, but becaufe they 
ihnV ^^^ "®^> ^^ meeting him, wrapped up thei^ bands in their 

ileeves, as was cuftomary among the Perfiams* in p^refenee 
of their king, Darius recalled him to court, on pretence 
that he was indifpofed, and defired to fee him. Cyrus^ 
well knowing how great an afcendant his mother had over 
the king, prepared for his journey; but before he fet out^ 
he ordered fuch large fubfidies to be fent to Lyfander, 
general of the LacedaDmortians, as eftabkd him to gain 
that memorable viftory over the Athenians, at the Goats- 
river on the Hellefpont, which put an end to the Atheniaa 
power, and the Peloponnefian war, after it had tailed 
twenty-feven years *^. Darius was highly incenfed againft 
Cyrus, not only on account of the death of his two 
nephews, but becaufe he had prefumed to challeisge ho- 
jiours that were due only to the king \ and therefore de- 
signed to deprive him of his government. But upon his 
arrival, the queen not only reconciled his father to him, 
hut ufed all her art to have him declared heir to the crown, 
becaufe he was born after his father's aceefSon to the 
fchro»e. Darius could not by any means be prevailed 
upon to comply with her requeft ; but, however, be- 
^yeathed him the government of thofe provinces which he 
ruled before. Not long after this tranfa£);ioii, Darius 

c Xenoph. Diod. Jufiin. ibid* Tbucyd* lib. ii, Plutarch, in Lyfandro. 
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Notbiis died, after he had reigned nineteen years ; airf ^^' ^^ ^^* 
was fucceeded by Arfaccs, his cldeft foh by Paryfatis, ji^^i^qu 
whot on his afcending the throne, tod?; the name ©f Ar- ^q, 

taxerxes, and, for his extraordinary memory, \i^s by the !L^ 

Greeks called Mnemon**. "When be was attending his fa^- Darius 
ther on his death-bed, he defired to be informed by what ^"^^^w 
art he had fo happily managed the government, tliat, by ^'^'• 
following. the famerule, Jie might be bleffed with tbe like 
fuccefs. The dying king gave him this memorable an- 
fwer, that he had ever done, to the bed of his knowlege, 
what religion and juftice required, without fwcrving from 
the one or the other *. 

Upon the death of Darius, his fon Artaxerxes went to Pa- Artaxerxes 
fargaijja to be there inaugurated, after the Perfian cuftom, Mneman. ' 
by the priefts of Bellona, At his arrival, he was informed by 
one of the priefts, that his brother Cyrus had formed a Qyrus^s 
confpiracy againft him, with a defign to murder him in conf^inux^ 
|:he very temple. Upon this information Cyrus was feized, 
^tA Sentenced to death ; but his mother Paryfatis prevailed 
li{K)n the king not only to fave his life, but to fend him 
back to thtf government of Afia Minor ^ 

Ar^xerxes was no fooner fettled on the throne, than statira^s 
Statira, his queen, vhom he was very fond of, on account refentment 
of her extraordinary beauty, employed her power with ^^^j^fl 
bim to the ytter ruin of Udiaftes, who had killed her bro- ^^¥f^* 
ther Teriteuchmes. This quarrel had its rife in the reign 
of Darius, and the whole was a complication of adultery, 
inceft, and murder; which raifed great difturbances in 
the royal family, and ended in the ruin of all who were 
concerned in it. Statira was daughter to Hydarnes, a 
Perfian lord, and governor of one of the chief provinces 
of the- empire. Artaxerxes, then called Arfaces, falling 
in love with her, married her ; and at the fame time Te- 
riteuchmes her brother married Hameftris, one of the 
daughters of Darius, and fifter to Arfaces ; on account of 
which^ marriage he was appointed, on his fathf^r's death, 
to fucceed him in his government; but falling in love 
with his own fifter Roxana, no ways inferior in beauty to 
Statira, that he might, without any conftraint enjoy her, 
he refolved to difpatch his wife Hameftris, and raife a 
rebellion in the kingdom. Darius, being made acquaint- 
ed with his wicked defigns, engaged Udiaftes, an inti- 

<i Xenoph. Hellen* lib. ii. Plutarch* in Lyfandro & Artaxer* 
Diodor. lib. xiii, « Athenacus, lib. vii. Dipnofophift. Juftin. lib, 
V. cap. 8. & 1 1. f Plutarch, in Artaxer. Xenoph. de Expedit. 

Cyr. lib. i. Juftin. lib. v. jcap. ult. 
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mate friend to Teriteuchmes, to murder him. , For this 
fcrvice he was rewarded by the king with the government 
of his province. Mithridates, the fon of Udiaftes, who 
was one of Teriteuchmes' guards, and greatly attached to 
• his mailer, hearings that his father had committed this 
murder, uttered dreadful imprecations againft him ; and, 
to fhew his abhorrence of fo vile an a£bion, feized on 
the citv of Zaris, and, openly revolting, declared for the 
fon or Teriteuchmes. Mitnridates was by the king's 
forces blocked up in the city of Zaris, and with him the 
fon of Teriteuchmes. All the reft of the family of Hy 
darnes were apprehended, and delivered to Paryfatis, to 
execute her revenge upon them for the ill-ufage done, or 
intended againft her daughter. That cruel princefs t>egaa 
Twyfatis'* "^ith Roxana, whofe beauty had been the occaGon of all 
auil fi' this mifchief, and caufed her to be fawed af under. The 
^^^* others were all beheaded, except Statira, whom fhe fpar- 
ed, at the earneft intreaties, and through the importunate 
tears of her huft>and Arfaces, contrary to the opinioa of 
Darius, who told her that flie would afterwards have oc»- 
cafion to repent it. Thus the cafe ftood at the death of 
Darius. But Arfaces was no fooner fettled on the throne, 
than Statira prevailed upon him to deliver Udiaftes into 
her hands ; whereupon ihe caufed his tongue to be drawn 
out at his neck, and made him die in the moft exquifite 
torments Ibe could invent, in revenge of the part he had 
a£):ed in the ruin of her family. His fon Mithridates (he 
appointed governor of his province, for the attachment he 
had (hewn to Teriteuchmes. But, Paryfatis bitterly rci- 
fenting this faft, poifoned the fon of Teriteuchmes, and, 
not long after, Statira herfelf, as we fliall hereafter re- 
late ^ 
Yr. of Fl. Cyrus, returning to his government of Afia Minor, full 
1945. of refentmcnt for the fentence of death which his brother 
Ante Chr. bad pronounced againft him, refolved to revolt^ and ufe 
^'^' his utmoft endeavours to drive him from the throne. 
Cnm de» With this view he employed Clearchus, a Lacedaemonian 
/gnsa'war general, to raife a body of Greek troops for his fervice, 
againft his under pretence of a war, which the Lacedaemonians were 
krother. to carry into Thrace. Alcibiades, the Athenian, being 
well apprifcd of the true end for which thefe levies were 
made, pafled over into the province , of Pharnabazus, with 
a defign to proceed from thence to the Perfian court, and 
acquaint Artaxerxes with the whole fcheme. A difcp- 

f Ctef. in Perf. 
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f efy of fuch importance without all doubt would have pro- 
cured him the favour of that prince, and the afiiftance he 
wanted for the re-eftablifliment of his country. But the 
partizans of the Lacedaemonians at Athens, that is, the 
thihy tyrants, fearing the negociations of fo fuperior a 
genius, found means to induce Pharnabazus to put him 
to death ; whereby the Athenians loft the great hopes they 
had conceived of fpeedily recovering their former ftate^. 

The cities under the government of Tiffaphernes re- 
volted from him to Cyrus. This incident, which was the 
effe£l of the fecret practices of that prince, gave birth to 
a war betweert them* Cyrus, under pretence of arming Artaxirxa 
againft Tiffaphernes, aOlembled troops openly, and, to •ver-reaek^ 
amufe the court more fpecioufly, made grievous complaints *^^^J^^» 
to the king againft that governor, demanding his pro- 
tection and afiiftance in the moft fubmii&ve manner. Ar- 
taxerxes, being deceived by theft appearances, believed 
that all Cyrus's pieparations were defigned only againft 
Tiffaphernes; and not being difpleafed that they fliould be 
at variance with each other^ fuffered him to raife what 
forces he pleafed •*. 

The young prince loft no time on his fide, and haftened 
the execution of his great defign. As he had affifted the 
Lacedsemonians againft the Athenians, and put them in a 
condition of gaining thofe viftories, which made them 
matters of Greece, he thought he might fafely difclofe 
to them his intent, and a(k their affiftance in accompli (h- 
ing it. The Lacedaemonians readily granted him his de- 
mand, difpatching immediately orders to their fleet to 
join that ofthe prince, and to obey in all things the com- • 
mand of Tamas his admiral; but they took care not to 
mention Artaxerxes, pretending not to be privy to the 
defigns that were carrying on againft him. This precau- 
tion they ufed, that in cafe Artaxerxes fliould get the bet- 
ter of his brother, they might juftify themfelves to him 
for what they had done *. 

The army which Cyrus had raifed confifted of thirteen Cyruses 
thoiifand Greeks, and an hundred thoufand regular troops great dtmj* 
of other nations. Clearchus the Lacedaemonian com- 
manded all the Peloponnefian troops except the Achaeans, 
who were led by Socrates of Achaia. The Boeotians were 
under Proxenes, a Theban, and the Theffalians com- 

t Xenoph. in Expedit* Cyr. lib. ii. Plutarch* in Artaxerx. 
k Xenoph. ubi ftipra. Plutarch in Artaxerx. ^ Xenoph. 
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tnandcd by Mcnon. The other natidns were commanded 
by Perfian generalsi of whom the chief wa» Ariseus. The 
fleet confifted.of thirty-five {hips^ under Pythagoras, a La- 
cedaemonian , and twenty-five commanded by Tamos, an 
Egyptian, admiral of the whole fleet ^. Cyrus opened 
his defign to none of the Greeks, except Clearchtis» feai*- 
ing the boldnefs of the enterpiize might difcourage the 
omceft as well as the foldiers. Proxenes, between whofe 
family and Xenophon's an ancient fiiendfhip fubfifted^ 
prefented that young Athenian to Cyrus, who received 
him favourably, and gave him a commiflSion among the 
Greek mercenaries ^ Cyrus having at length got all 
things ready, fet out from Sardis, direfling his march 
towards the upper parts of Afia, the troops neither know- 
ing where, nor in what war they were to be employed 5 
for Cyrus had only given out that he Was marching againft 
the Pifidians, who with frequent incurfions haraflfed hi» 
Ttjfapher- province. However, TifTaphernes, judging thefe prepa* 
nts dtjco' rations to be too great for fo fmall an enterprize, fet out 
njers Cy^ ^j^^ ^^ poffible expedition from Miletus, to give the kins 
^^•^^ a true account of them. Artaxerxes, bemg now well ap- 

prifed of his brother's defign, aflembled a numerous army 
to receive him. In the mean time Cyrus advancing by 
long marches, arrived at the Streights of Cilicia, where 
he found SyenneCs, king of that countiry, prepared to dif- 
pute his paflage; wherein he would eafily have fucceeded^ 
had he not been obliged to abandon that important pafs^ 
to defend his own territories againft Tamos, and the La- 
cedaemonian fleet, which appeared upon the coafts *". 
ni Greeks When they arrived at I'arfusj the Greeks refufed to 
*"''5^r^ proceed any farther, fufpefting that they were marching 
fus! againft the king, and protefting that they did not enter 

into the fervice on that condition. Clearchus at firft made 
ufe of his authority to quell the tumult; but did not fuc- 
cced : and therefore defifting from force, he pretended to 
enter into their views, and advifed them to fend deputies 
to Cyrus, to know from his own mouth againft whom 
Reduced by they were to be employed. By this artful evafion he ap- 
CUarchiu. peafed the tumult, and was himfelf chofen one of the 
deputies. Cyrus, whom he had previoufly acquainted 
with what had happened, anfwered, that he was going to 
attack Abrocomas, who was at twelve days march dif- 
tance, encamped on the banks of the Euphrates. The 

k Xenoph. de Expcdit. Cyr. lib. i, p 151. ' Idem lib. ii. 
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Grcelcs plainly faw that this was not his true defign ; 
but nevefthelcfs expreiTed their willingnefs to proceed, on 
condition that their pay fliould be increafed. This de- 
mand Cyrus willingly granted; and having gained their, 
affedions during the march, by treating them with ex- 
traordinary kindnefs and humanity, he at laft declared 
that he was marching againft Artaxerxes. Upon this de- 
claration fom« complaints were heard at firfl; but they 
foon gave way to cxpreffions of joy and fatisfadlion occa- 
sioned by that prince's magnificent promifes ". 

Cyrus, after a long march, arriving in the plains of 
Cunaxa, in the province of Babylon, found there Arta- 
xerxes, with an army of nine hundred thoufand men, 
ready for battle. He forthwith leaped out of his chariot, 
and Ordered his troops to ftand to their arms, and to fall 
intv^ their ranks; an order which was obeyed with great 
expedition, he not allowing them time to refreih them- 
felvcs. ' Clearchus advifed Cyrus not to charge in perfon, 
but to remain in the rear of the Greek battalions. This 
advice Cyrus rejefted with indignation, faying, that he v 
vrould not render himfelf unworthy of the crown for which 
he was fighting. As the king's army drew near, the ^hebattU 
Greeks fell upon them with fuch fury, that the wing op- ^/C««tf4ftft 
pofite to them was at the very firft onfet put t^ flight; 
then Cyrus was, with loud fhout^ of joy, proclaimed king 
by tfaofe who ftood round him. But he, in the mean 
time, perceiving that Artaxerxes was wheeling about to at- 
tack him in flank, advanced againft him with fix hundred ' 
chofen horfe, killed Artagerfes captain of the king's guards 
•with his own hand, and put the whole body to flight. In 
this encounter difcovering his brother, he cried t)ut, I fee 
him ; and fpurring on his horfe, engaged him with great 
refolution, which, in fome degree, turned the battle into 
-a fingle combat, each of the two brothers endeavouring to 
aiTure himfelf of the crown by the death of his rival. Cy- 
rus killed his brother's horfe, and wounded him on the Cyrus 
ground ; but he immediately mounted another, when '^^unds tkt 
Cyrus attacked him again, and gave him a fecond wound, ^"^* 
and had already lifted up his hand to ftrike the decifive 
blow, when the guards difcharged their arrows, aiming 
at him alone ; and he at the fame time throwing himfelf 
headlong upon the king, was run through by his javelin, 
and pierced with innumerable arrows. He fell dead up- ^^f uflaim 
en the fpot j and all the chief lords of his court, refolving J^^^^^^" 

n Xenoph*& Plutarch, ibid. 
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not tb furvive their mafter, were killed in the place 
where he fell ; a certain proof, fays Xenophon, that he 
knew how to chufe his friends, and that he was truly be- 
loved by them. Some writers tell us that Cyrus was killed 
by a Carian foldier. Mithridates, a young rerfian noble- 
man, boafted that he had given the mortal blow with bis 
javelin, which entered his temples, and pierced his head 
quite through. Artaxerxes, after having caufed his head 
and right hand to be cut off, purfued the enemy to their 
camp, and there pofltiTed himfelf of great part of their 
baggage and provifions. The Greeks had defeated the 
king's left wing, commanded by TiiTaphernes; and the 
king's right wing, commanded by himfelf, had routed the 
enemy's left; and as neither knew what had happened 
elfe where, both parties believed they had gained the day; 
but TiiTaphernes acquainting the king that his men had 
been put to flight by the Greeks, he immediately rallied 
his troops, in order to attack them. The Greeks, under 
the command of Clearchus, eafily repulfed them, and 
purfued thern to the neighbouring hills. Night drawing 
near the Greeks halted at the foot of the hill, much fur- 
prifed that neither Cyrus himfelf nor any meflenger from 
him appeared j for they yet knew nothing of his death, 
or the defeat of the reft of the army. They determined 
therefore to return to their camp. There they found that 
the greateft part of their baggage had been plundered, 
and all their provifions taken; fo that they were obliged 
to pa{s the night in the camp, without any fort of refrefh- 
ment. Next morning, as they were ftill expeftingtohear 
from Cyrus, they received the news of his death, and 
the defeat of that part of the army : then they fent de- 
puties to Ari?eus, who had retired to the place whence 
they had marched the day before the a£i:ion, offering him 
as conquerors, the crown of Perfia in the room of Cyrus. 
Ariaeiis rejeftcd the offer, and acquainted them that he 
intended to fet out early next morning on his return to 
Ionia, advifing them to join him in the night. They fol- 
lowed his direflions, under the condu<S of Clearchus 
began their march, and arrived at his camp about mid- 
night, whence they fet out on their return to Greece®. 
They were at a vaft diftance from their own country, in 
the heart of the Perfian empire, furrounded by a nu- 

• Xenoph. lib, i. p. a7z— 291. Diod. lib. xiv. p. ass— »57* 
Plutarch, in Pericl. & Artax. Diog» L«ert. in Vita Xenopb. Juftin. 
lib. V. cap. !!• 
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merous and conquering army, andliad no means of relum- 
ing to Greece, but by forcing their way through an im- 
incnfe traft of the enemy's country. Their valourand rc- 
folution furmounted allthefe difficulties, and, in the face 
of a powerful arniy, which continually purfued and haraffed 
them, they made a retreat of two thoufand three hundred 
and twenty«five miles, through provinces belogning to th^ 
enomy, and got fafe to the Greek cities on the Euxine 
Sea- This was the longeft march, and moft memorable 
retreat that was ever made through an enemy's qountry. 
Clcarchus had the conduiSl: of it firft; but he being cut ofF 
by the treachery of Tiflaphernes, Xenophon was chofen Undtr A>- 
in his room ; and to his valour and wifdom it was owing nophgn* 
that at length they reached Greece. As the fame Xeno- 
phon has given a minute account of this expedition, and 
^he retreat of the ten thoufand Greeks, from the place of 
the battle to their own country, we ihall find a more pro- 
per place to mention it, and return to what pafTed in the 
court of Artaxerxes after the battle of Cunaxa. 

As the king believed he had killed Cyrus with his own 
hand, and looked. upon it as the moft glorious afHon of 
his life, to difpute that honour with him, was wounding 
him in the moft tender part. Being therefore informed 
that the Carian foldier, whom we have mentioned above, 
laid claim to that glory, he caufed him to be delivered to 
Paryfatis, who had fworn the deftruflion of all thofe P^^fotti . 
who were any ways concerned in the death of her fon. ^f^T'"^* 
She accordingly made that unhappy wretch fufFer the moft hloody^exe- 
exquifite torments flie could invent, during ten days, and cutioner* 
then put him to a moft cruel death. Mithridates, like- 
wife, having boafted that it was he who gave Cyrus his 
mortal wound, was treated in the manner we have de- 
fcribed, where we fpoke of the punifhments ufed among 
the Perfians. Mafabates, one of the king's eunuchs, who, 
by his order, had cut off the head and hand of Cyrus, 
being delivered to ' Paryfatis, was flayed alive, and his 
Ikin ftretched before his eyes, upon two ftakes prepared 
for that purpofe. Nor did the cruelty and refentment of 
Paryfatis ftop here ; for, having conceived an implacable 
hatred againft Statira, for reproaching her, as if fhe had 
countenanced her fon Cyrus's revolt againft his brother, 
that revengeful woman poifoned her own daughter-in-law 
in the following manner. Paryfatis, feigning to be re- Stating 
conciled to her, invited her one night to fupper; and a P^O^^^ 
certain bird being ferved up, which was a great rarity -^ ^* 
among the Perfians, flie divided it between Statira and 
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^herfclf with a knife which was p9ifoned on onfn iit ox&^i 
the found part Paryfatis immediately cat,, which encourag- 
ing Statira, though upon her guard, to eat the other, fiie 
was feized with convulfions, and died in a few bours« 
Artaxerxcs, being greatly a£Hi£l:ed for the lafe of his belov-" 
cd wife, and fufpcfting liis mother, caufed all ter do- 
meftics to, be put to the rack, when Gygis, one of her 
confidents, difcovered the whole fcene. Artaxerxes theit 
caufed Gygis, who was privy to the crime, to be put ta 
a cruel death > and confined his. mother to Babylon, 
Patyfatts telling her, that he would never enter the gates of tlic 
IP^f^ '* city while (he was there ; but, at length, time having 
aiyon. alleviated bis grief, he allowed her to return to court, 
where, by an entire fubmiflion to his will, (he regained 
Kecondlid. j^jg f^yaur, and bore a great fway at court as long as flic 
lived ^ 

After the death of Cyrus, Tiflapbcmes beine fent bad 

Ttffaphtr- to his former government, and alfo invefted with the 

VT' th f*^^^^ power which had been giverl to Cyrus, he began t^ 

Creeku ' harafs and opprefs the Greek cities that were within the 

verge of his authority, and had fided with that unfortu- 

7'he Lace- nate prince. In this emergency they fent ambafladors.to 

oatMmans^ the Laccdsmonians, imploring their afliftance and pro- 

upon the teftion. The Lacedaemonians having now ended the long 

Ferfians, war, which they had waged with the Athenians, lail 

' hold of this opportunity of breaking again with the Per- 

I °8 fians, and fentThimbro with an army againft them,whick 

Ante Chr. being ftrengthened by the conjundion of thofe forces that 

400. Xenophon brought back from Perfia, they took the field 

— ■' againft Tiflaphernes ; but Thimbro being foon recalled, 

Dercytli' upon fome complaints^ and fent into b)aniftiment, Dercyl- 
Jpatnfi^^if' ^^^^^ ^^^ appqinted to fucceed him in t^e command. As 
fapherneu ^^ "W'as both a brave general, and a famous engineer, he 
was attended with far better fuccefs than that of his prce 
deceffor. Upon his firft arrival, finding that Tiflaphernes 
and Pharnabazus, governors of the two neighbouring 
provinces, were at variance with each other, he made a 
truce with the former 5 and marching againft the latter 
with all his forces, drove him quite out of jJilolis, and 
feveral cities of other provinces. Pharnabazus, fearing 
he might invade Phrygia, the chief province of his govern- 
ment, w^as glad to make a truce with him, leaving him in 
pofTeflion of what he had taken. Upon this ceflation he 
marched into Bithynia, where he took up his wanter quar- 

P Plutarch in Artaxcrx, 
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tc«, to avoid being chargeable to his allies. At the fame 
time Pharnabazus repaired to the Ferfian dourt, and there 
ibade loud complaints againft Tiffaphernes, for having 
concluded a peace with Dercyllidas, inftead of affifting 
him againft the common enemy. He likevi^ifq earncftly 
preiTed the king to equip a great fleet, and appoint Conon, A Perfien 
the Athenian, then an exile in Cyprus, admiral ; telling ^^^ ^"J 
him, that as Conon was the heft lea^ommander of his ^^Jj^J^^ 
time, he might, by that appointment, obftruft the paf- tnaml^ 
iage of all farther recruits from Greece, and foon put an 
end to the power of the Lacedaemonians in Afia. His 
propofal was approved of by the king, who immediately 
ordered five hundred talents to be paid him for the equips 
ment of a fleet, with inftru£tions to give the command of 
it to Conon 9. 1 

In the mean time Dercyllidas, having reduced Atarna, 
marched into Caria, where Tiflaphernes ufually refided ; 
for. the Lacedaemonians, believing that, if he were at« 
tacked there, he would comply with all their demands, in 
order to fave that province, had fent Dercyllidas orders 
to march thither. This circuraftance Tiflaphernes and 
Pharnabazus no fooner heard, than they united againft 
Dercyllidas, whom they came up with in fo difadyan- 
tageous a poft, that, had they charged him immediately, 
he muft inevitably have periflied. Pharnabazus was for 
attacking him, but Tiffaphernes, who, at the battle of 
Cunaxa, had experienced their valour, could not be brought 
to venture an engagement, but fent heralds to Dercyllidas 
to invite him to a parley, in which propofals for a peace 
being offered on both fides, they made a truce until the 
anfwer of their refpeftive matters fliould be known. Thus Dere^Si* - 
Dercyllidas and his army were faved from utter deftruc- ^<<wV »«r» 
tion, through the cowardice of his enemy ^ rowt/c^* 

The Lacedaemonians receiving accounts from Afia, that 
the king of Perfia was equipping a powerful Heet on the 
coaft^L of Phoenice, Syria, and Cilicia, and fuppofing it 
to be oefigned, as it truly was, againft them, refolved to 
fend Agefilaus, one of their kings, into Afia, in order to 
make a diverfion. All things being ready for this expe-. Yr. of FL 
ditlon, Ageffilaus fet fail with, a confiderable body of 195*- 
troops, and arrived at Ephefus before any of the king's ^^^^ ^^f» 
officers had the leaft intimation of this defign : with fuch ^^ * 
iecrecy and expedition was the whole managed at Sparta. js^gfiUus 

^ Diod. lib. Kvi. p. 417* Juftin. lib. vi. cap. 8. Paufan. in Atticis. %^ 
I>iod. lib. xiv. Xcnoph. Hellcn. lib. iii. & Orat, dcAgciJL -ffimil. ^ * 
Frob* 
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Agefilaus, upon his arrival, took the field with tcntliatk 
fand foot and four thoufand horfe ; and finding no body 
Humrmy in a condition to oppofe, carried all before him. TifTa- 
mwd/Mccrfjf phemcs fending a meflcnger to inquire for what end he 
was come into Afia, and why he had taken up arms, 
Agefilaus replied, that he was come' to aflift the Greeks 
inhabiting Afia, and reftore them to their ancient liberty. 
Tiflaphernes being quite unprepared for war, aflurcd 
Agefilaus, that his mafter would grant him what he de- 
manded, provided he committed no afts of hoftility till 
the return of an exprefs he had fent to court. Agefilau? 
believing him, a truce was agreed upon, and fworn to on 
Owr- both fides ; but Tiflaphernes, without any regard to his 
reachtdhj oath, made no other ufe of this truce than to affemblc 
t^ntn, troops on all fides ; and fent to the king for more forces; 
as foon as he received them he fent word to Agefilaus to 
depart from Afia, denouncing war againft hitn, in cafe of 
refufal. This meflage greatly alarmed the Lacedaemo* 
nians and their confederates, as not believing themfelves 
in a condition to oppofe the now numeroxis army of Tiffa- 
pherncs, who had been joined by auxiliaries from all parts 
HUnohli of the Perfian empire. As for Agefilaus himfelf, he 
mijf^i ta heard the heralds with a gay and eafy air ; and defirei 
^^' them to tell their mafter, that he was under great obliga- 

tions to him for having made the gods, by his perjuryi 
, Cnefniei to Perfia, and friends to Greece. Having with 
this anfwer difmifled the heralds, he drew all his forces 
together, and made a feint, as if he intended to invade 
Caria \ but, as foon as he underftood that Tiflaphernes 
had caufed all his troops to march into that province, he 
Syitefi rn turned fliort and fell upon Phrygia. As his arrival was 
thygia^ wholly unexpefted, he over-run great part of the province 
without any oppoGtion, took many towns, and, loaded 
with an immenfe booty, marched tack by the fea-coaft 
into Ionia, and wintered at Ephefus'. 

Early in the fprjng Agefilaus took the field, and gave 

out that bis defign was to invade Lydia ; but TiiTaphernes, 

who had not forgot the ftratagem of the former campaign, 

took it for granted that he now truly intended to fall opo^ 

Caria, and accordingly made his troops march to the de- 

OuiwUf fence of that province : but Agefilaus led his army, as he 

^i/a" had given out, into Lydia, and approached Sardis. Tif- 

fhtrMts* faphernes immediately recalled his forces from their for- 

• mcr route, with a defign to relieve the place ; but Caria, 

• Xenoph* Hellen. lib. iii. Plut. in Agefilao. Paufan. in Laconic. 
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hcxng ivtry mountainous country, ^nd unfit for horfe^ be 
had marched thither only with the foot, and left the horfo 
behind on the borders of the province; whence, on their 
marching back to the relief of Sardis, the horfe being fome 
days march before the foot, Agefilaus took the advantage 
of fo favourable an opportunity, and fell upon them be- 
fore the infantry came up to their afliftance. The Perfians 
were routed at the very firft onfet, and Agefilaus, be- Defeats 
coming, by this viftory, mafter of the field, overrrun the Pir^ 
the whole country, and enriched both himfelf and hi9 M^^f' 
army with the fpoils of the conquered Perfians ^ 

The lofs of this battle greatly incenfed the king agalnft 7-^^ 
Tifiaphernes, dnd increafed the fufpicion he had before phemes 
conceived of him, as if he, had fomething elfe in view accufedbj 
than his mafter's intereft. At the fame time Conon, ar» ^*«*»» 
riving at the Perfian court, heightened the king's difplea- 
fure with new complaints againft that governor \ for he 
had deprived the foldiers on board Conon's fleet of their 
pay, and thereby difabled him from doing the king any . 
&rvice. Queen Paryfatis, a£):uated by an iireconcileable 
hatred againft all thofe who had any ihare in the death of 
her fon Gyrus, did not fail, on this occa^n, to aggravate 
the charges brought againft Tiflaphernes. Thus infti- 
gated, the king refolved to put him to death ; but being 
afraid to attack him openly, by reafon of the great autho- 
rity he had in Afia, he charged Tithrauftes, captain of 
the guards, with that important commiflion, giving him^ 
at the fame time two letters, one directed to TifTapherneSj 
ixnpowering him to purfue the war with the Greeks in 
what manner be thought beft ; and the other was addnefled 
to Ariaeus, governor of Larifla, commanding him to aflift 
Tithrauftes with his counfel and all his forces in feizing 
Tiflaphernes. Upon the receipt of this letter, Ariseus 
defired Tiflaphernes to come to him» that they might con- 
fer together about the operations of the enfuing campaign. 
TiflTaphernes, who fufpe£fced nothing, went to him with 
a guard only of three hundred men ; but while he wa4 
bathing, according to the Perfian cuftom, and difarmed, 
he was feized and put into the hands of Tithrauftes, who 
caufed his head to be ftruck ofi^ and fent into Perfia. The and tut to 
king gave it to Paryfatis \ an acceptable prefent to one of deatlu 
her revengeful ttmper.*. 

t Xenoph. ibid, p* 501— >657. Plut* in Artaxer. p. i€is. U in 
Ageiti. p. 601. <* Xenoph* ubi fupra. Diod* lib. xiv. p* mo. 

Polyaen. Stratag. lib. vii* 
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' Upon the death of Tiflaphernes, Tithrauftes^ who was 
appointed to fucceed him, fent great prefent8 to Agefilaos^ 
telling him, that the caufc of the war being removed, ^rkA 
the firft author of all their differences put to death, no-« 
thing could prevent an accommodation : that the kin^ 
his mailer would allow the Greek cities in Afia to enjoy 
their liberty, paying him the cuftomary tribute ; whicH 
was all ihat the Lacedaemonians required, when they firft 
began the war. Agefilaus replied, that he could not come: 
to any agreement without orders from Sparta ; howeverj^ 
as he was willing to give Tithrauftes the fatisfa£l:ion of re-> 
moving out of his province, he marched into Phrygia^ 
which was the province of Phamabsizus, Tithrauftes pay-> 
ing him thirty talents to defray the charges of his marcn«. 
In his route he received a letter from the magiftrates of 
JigifUuu Sparta, giving him the command of the fleet, as well as 
madt chirf iii the land-forces. By this new commii&on, he was ap- 
TT"^^ pointed fole commander of all the troops, in Afia, botb 
(^^^ t>y fea and land. This new charge drew him down to the 
fea*coaft, where he put the fleet in good order, and ap-> 

Eointed Pifander, his wife's brother, admiral, ordering^ 
tm fortwith to put to fea. On this occafion, he was 
more influenced by private afFedion for his brother-in- 
law, than by the due regard he ought to have had for 
the public good ; for though Pifander was a man of great 
courage and valour, yet he was not in other refpe£i& 
equal to that truft, as the event fuflSciently proved' *» 
HU ficee/j' Agefilaus, having fettled the maritime affairs, purfued 
^atmfi th^ jjjg ^cfign of invading Pbrygia, where he. reduced many 
rerjiaiu. cities, and amafTed great fums of money,* maintaining 
his army on the territories of Pharnabazus, in great a£-< 
fluence. • From thence he marched into Paphlagonia, in*^ 
vited thither by Spithridates, a noble Perfian, who had re-* 
volted from the king : there he concluded a league witli 
Cotys, king of that country, and returning into Phryw 
Dsfcylium ^* ^^^'^ ^^^ ftrong city of Dafcylium, and wintered there 
takitt, in the palace of Pharnabazus, obliging the adjacent coun-^ 
tries to fupply his army with all forts or provifions ^* Tith^-. 
rauftes, finding that Agefilaus was for carrying on the 
war in Afia, fent Timocrates of Rhodea into Greece^ 
with large fums of money, to corrupt the leading men in 
their cities, and rekindle a war againft tlilb Lacedxmoni<*« 
ans. Thisr ftratagem produced the intended cWcGt i for 

> Paufan. in Laconicis. Xen. 8e Pht. ubi fupra* X PI uK 

Ag^ni. Xea« HeUen. lib, iv. p« 507, 510. 
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Ae ckies o£ Thebes, Argos, Corinth, and others, enter* . 
ipg into a confederacy, obliged the Lacedemonians to re'' 
cali their king, as we fhall fee in its proper place. In the 
beginning of the next fpring, as Ageiilaus was ready to 
take the field, Phamabaz us invited him to an interview; Hisinar' 
dad be accepting the invitation, the Ferfian, after having liiiwwith 
expatiated on the fervices he had done the Lacedsemonians '^^^^^' 
in their war with the Athenians, reproached them with ***'* 
ingratitude in the bittereft terms, finoe, in return for fo 
many favours, they had pillaged liis palace, and ravaged 
kis lands at Dafcylium, which were his hereditary eftate* 
As what he had faid was true, Agefilaus, and the Lace- 
daemonians idiat attended him, were to fuch a degree 
aihamed, ta feeing themfelves fo juftly upbraided with in^ 
gratitude, that they knew not vhat. to anfwer, nor how 
to excuCc fuch ungenerous condud:; however to make 
him the bell amends they could, they obliged themfelves 
by a folemn promife, not to invade any of the provinces 
vinder his government, while there were others into 
which tfaey might carry the war againft the Perfian king, . 
They fulfilled their engagement ; and immediately with- 
drew, with a defign to invade the upper parts of Afia, 
and profecute the war in the very heart of the Perfian 
empire. But while Agefilaus was proje£ling this expedi'^ Yr. of Fl. 
lion, a mefienger arrived at the camp from Sparta, ac« >954* 
quainting hihaj .that the Ephori recalled him^ to defend ^^^^ ^ • 
his own country, againft which feveral ftates of Greece ^^^ _ 
had formed a ftrong confederacy*; he readily complied Agefilaus 
Nvith this order, and made all the bafte thither he could, recalled. 
but complained *at his departure," that the Perfians had ^" ^'"''' 
driven him out of Afia^ with thirty thoufand archers, air ^^^^^^f f/^^ 
luding to the Perfian Darics, which were pieces of gold, ^rjeks, 
Aamped on one fide with the figure of an archer ^. 
» Canon, on his return from the Perfian court, having 
brought money enough to pay the foldiers aad-mariner$ 
their arrears, and fupply the nect with arms and provi- 
iions, took Fharnabazjis 09 boards and forthwith fet fail 
in queft of the enemy. The Perfian fleet confifted of 
4iinety veiTels and upwards : that of the Laceda&njonians 
was not fo njiimerous, but their flup^ were larger. They 
^;ame in view of eaeh other near-Cnidos, a maritime city 
4)f Afia Minor. Conon, who tbad, in fome ^neafure, ocr; 
cafioned the taking of Athens^ by lofing the fea-fight at 

z Xen. ubi fupra, p. 513* Plut. in Apophthegm. Lacon. & 
Ai'tax. ' 
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JEgofpotamoSy or Ac Goat's^RiTcr, was dettfimlned to ufe 
his utmoft efforts, in order to retrieve that misfortune, 
and eftice, by a glorious vi£tory, the difgrace of his for- 
mer defeat. On the other hand, Pifander was defirdus to 
juftify, by his condu£b and valour, the choice which Age- 
filaus bis brother-in-law had made in appointing him ad- 
miral. In z&&^ be behaved with extraordinary courage, 
^hi Laci- ^jjj YizA at firft fome advantage. But' Conon having 
fefl7uTat boarded his fliip, and killed him with his own hand, the 
Cnidof, reft of the iie^t betook themfelves to' flight. Conon par- 
fued them, took fifty of their ihips, and, having gained 
a complete vidory, put an end to the power of the Lace- 
daemonians in thofe parts ^ After this vidory, Conon 
and Pharnabazus, being mafters at fea, failed round the 
iflands and coafts of Afia, reducing the cities, which, in 
thofe parts, were fubje£l to the Lacedaemonians, Siftus 
and Abydus were the only two cities that held out againfl: 
Cov§n and them. Phamabazus attacked them by land, and Conon 
tluirnaba-^ by fea 5 but neither fucceedingin the attempt, the former, 
* A ^aiVinfl ^^ ^^ approach of winter, retired home ; leaving Conon 
the Afiatic to take care of the fleet, and reinforce it with as many 
iflamU. ihips as he could affemble from the cities on the Hellef* 
pont, againft the enfuing fpring **. Conon having afiem- 
bled, purfuant to his commiiBon, a powerful fleet, by the 
time appointed, took Pharnabazus again on board, and 
fteering his courfe through the iflands, landed in Melos^ 
the moft diflant of them all. Having reduced this ifland, 
as lying very convenient for invading Laconia, the country 
of the Lacedxmonians, be made from thence a defcent on 
the coafts of that province, pillaged all the maritime 
places, and loaded his fleet with an immenfe booty. Af-< 
ter this eiploit, Phamabazus returning to his government 
of Phrygia, Conon obtained leave of him to repair to 
Athens with eighty fhips, and fifty talents, in order to re-, 
build the* wall of that city. 

The Lacedaemonians could not behold, without great 
concern, fo glorious a revolution, . Finding themfelves 
unable to maintain a war with men as brave as themfelves, 
AntalcUa^ affifted with the treafures of Perfia, they difpatched An- 
ffift to talcidas, one of their citizens, to Tiribazus, governor of 
^^^f^^^ Sardis, enjoining him to conclude a peace with Artaz- 
^uHctr/a. crxes upon the moft advantageous tprms he could obtain. 

a X^noph. ubi fupra, p. 518. Diod. lib* xiv. p. 3o». Juflin. 
lib. vi. cap. 2, 3. ^mil. Prob. in Conon. ^ Xenopb. ubi 

fupra. p. 534. Dioif. lib. xiv. p. 441. ^mil. Prob* ibid« Flut. in 
Agefil. Juflin. lib. vi. cap. 5, 
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The other cities of Greece, in alUance with the Athenl- 
anSy feat at the fame time their deputies ; and Conon 
was at liie head of thofe from Athens. The terms which 
Antalcidas propofed^ wecc^ that the king (hould poflefs . 
all the Greek cities in Aiia; but the iflands, and other 
cities, in Greece, {hould enjoy their liberty, and be go« 
Tcmed by their own laws. As thefe propofals were Yery 
adyantageous to die king, and diihonourable to the Greeks 
in general, the other ambafladors were all unanimous in 
ie}e£king them. The Lacedaemonians having an implaca-^ 
ble hatred to Conon, for reftoring Athens, had charged An- 
talcidas to accufe him to Tiribazus, pf having purloined * 
the king's money for carrying on that work> and of having 
formed. a defign for. the taking ^olis and Ionia from the 
PerfianSy and uisiting them a-new to the republic of A- 
thens. Upon thefe accufations, Tiribazus feized htm ; 
and, having. fttpplied the Lacedemonians privately Srith 
confiderable fums of money, for the equipment of a fleet 
^gainft the Athenians, fet. out fof the Perfian court, to 
give the king an account of his negotiations. Artaxerxes 
was well pleafed with the terms, which the Lacedacmo* 
nians had propofed, and dire£led him to put the lafl: hand 
^o the treaty. At the fame time Tiribazus laid before 
the king the accufations which the Lacedaemonians had Cenou «^> 
brought againft Conon ; in confequence 6£ which he cufedand 
was, according to fome writers ^, fent to 8ufa, and there ^^h^^^^. 
put to death by the king's command ; but the filence of 
^enophon, who was his contemporary, as to his deaths 
makes us doubt of the truth of this event. 

While Tiribazus attended the court, Suthras was charged 
to guard the coafts of Afia in his abfence. On this occa- <f^^'^g^^^ 
fion, obferving the havock which the Lacedaemonians had ^^j ih$ 
made in all the maritime provinces, he conceived fuch an Athenian^ 
averfion to them, that he fent what fupplics he could 
fpare to their enemies the Athenians. This condudl 
obliged the Lacedaemonians to fend Thimbro into Afia, 
to renew the war there ; but as they were not in a condi- 
tion to fupply him with ihen or money fufficient for fuch 
an undertaking, he was foon cut off, and his army dif- 
perfed by the fuperior power of the Pcrfians. Dephri- 
das was fent in his room to carry on the war with thd 
Scattered remains of his army ; but was attended with no 
better fuccefs, all their attempts upon Afia, after the 
battle of Cnidus, being but faint ftrugglea of a declining 
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power. In the mean time Tiribasus returning from Su« 
fa, fummoned all the deputies of the Greek cities to be 
prefeat at the reading of the treaty, which had been al« 
ready approved of by the king* The terms were, that 
all the Greeks cities of Afia fliould be fubje£l to the king 
of Perfia, and alfo the iflands of Cyprus and Clazomena ; 
that the iflands of Scyros, Lemnos, and Imbros, (hould 
be redo red to the Athenians.; and the cities of Greece, 
without exception, fiiould be declared free. By the fame 
treaty, Artajcerxes engaged to join thofewho bad ac- 
cepted the terms he propofed, and aflift; them to the ut- 
mod of his power, againft fuch as ihould rejefl the ar- 
ticles. Thefe conditions were equally difadvantageous 
and dilhonourable to the Grecian name; however, as 
Greece was. extremely weakened and exhaufted by do« 
meftic divilions, and therefore not in a condition to 
carry on a war againft fo powerful a prince, they were all 
forced to fwear to the treaty. This is called the peace of 
Antalcidas ; for he was the iirft that propofed it ; giving 
up to the Perfians, with the utmoft injuftice and bafe-r 
nefs, all the Greeks fettled in Afia, for whofe liberty 
Agefilaus had fo long contended '• 

Artaxerxes, being now quite difengaged from the Grc* 
cian war, turned his whole power againft Euagoras king 
of Cyprus, whom he had long before defigned to expel 
from that ifland ; but had never been at leifure to putihis 
defign in execution. Euagoras was defcended from the 
ancient kings of Salamine, the capital city of the ifland 
of Cyprus. His anceftors had held that city for many 
ages, in quality of fovereigns ; but were at laft expelled 
by the Perfians, who, making themfelves mafters of the 
whole ifland, reduced it to a Perfian province. Euagoras, 
who was a man of extraordinary parts, not brooking to 
live in fubje£lion to a foreign yoke, expelled Abdymon, a 
Citian, governor of Salamine for the king of Perfia, and 
took poflef&on of his paternal kingdom. Artaxerxes at- 
tempted to recover that city ; but, being diverted by the 
Greek war, and finding Euagoras determined to hold out 
to the laft, gave over, or rather put o£F, that enterprize. 
In the mean time Conon, by means of Ctefias the Cni- 
dian, who was chief phyfician to Artaxerxes, made up all 
differences between Euagoras and Artaxerxes \ the latter 

d Xenoph. lib. iv.p. 54.8-— ;5T. Diod. ubi fupra, p. 44.^. . pint. 
141 Agefil. & Apophthegm. Laconic. Juftin. lib. i?«cap...5. iSmil. 
Prob. iu Coaonc* 
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Eromifing not to molefb him in the poiTeflion o£ hU fnxall 
ngdom i but EuagoraS) who was every way qualified for 
great undertakings^ could not content himfelf with the 
city of Salamine. ^t extended his dominions, and by 
degrees made himfelf mailer, in a great meafure of thjs 
ifland of Cyprus. ..The Arthufians, SplianS| and Citians, 
pnly,. of all thofe iflanders, held out againft him. Thefe 
had recourfe to i\rtaxerxes9 who, becoming jealous of 
the power of this active and. wife prince, promifed them 
ai» i|nme4idte and powerful fupport \ but, being employ- 
^d ^l&where, he could not perform his promife fo foon 
^ he intended. Having at length concluded a peace 
^ith the preeks, he bent all his force againft Euagoras. 
The At^^ians, notwithftanding the treaty of peace lately 
made "^i^ t^e Perfians, and the many favours received 
from that monarch, could not forbear aflifting their old 
;illy, who had befriended them on all occafions. Having AUunUmt 
therefore equipped ten fliips of war, they fent them, with t^^ft him 
all poffible expedition, under the command of Philocrates ^^'"^ ^ 
to his ai&ftance \ but the Lacedaemonian fleet, command- '^**'' 
ed by Telautias, brother to Agefilaus, falling in with 
them near the ifle of Rhodes, furrounded them, fo that 
not one. fliip could efcape ^. The Athenians determined Dtfeated 
to afiift Euagoras.at all adventures, fent Chabrias with an- h ^^^ ^«* 
other fleet, and a confiderable number of land forces on ^^r^!^^' 
board to join him. This new fupply arrived fafe, and, chabrias 
in a (hort time, obliged the whole ifland to fubmit to /int a- 
Euagoras. But the Athenians being forced, by the articles g^"/^ 
of a new treaty concluded between Artaxcrxes and the * ij^f^ 
cities of Greece, to recall Chabrias, the Perfians attacked 
with all their forces, the ifland of Cyprus, not doubting 
but that they fhould foon reduce it, (ince no fupplies 
could be fent thither from Greece. The king's army Yr. of Fh 
confifted of three hundred thoufand men, and his fleet of 1^^^^ 
three hundred Ihips. The land forces were commanded ''^"^* Chr. 
by Orontes, fon-in-law to Artaxerxes, and the fleet by ^ 
Gaus, the fon of Tamus, whom we have formerly men- ^f/^g f^^^ 
tioned. Tiribazus was commander in chief, both of the Jians in* 
lea and land forces* Euagoras, finding himfelf threat- '^^'^ <&- 
ened with fo dreadful a war, had recourfe to all thofe ^f*'' ?'''* 
princes who were at enmity with the Perfians, receiving ^^^^ /^^^l 
fupplies both of men and money from the Egyptians, Li- fandmen^ 
Dyans, Arabians, Tyrians, and other nations \ befides, as 
be bad jsuxHiified immenfe treafures, he hired a great num-^ 

* Xenoph. ubi fupra. Died, lib. xv« p. 459. 
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ber of mercenaries of Tarimis nations* As he had aboot 
ninety fhlps, that is, feventjr of his own, and twenty from 
Tyre, he conftantly intercepted ai! the enemy's ve^li 
that brought proviuons from the continent ; ahd thereby 
reduced their numerous army to fuch dtiRcultics, after thehr 
landing in Uie ifland, that they began to mutiny, and 
killed feverat of their officers; but, the whole Perfian 
Beet putting to fea, the army was again plentifully fup^ 
plied from Cilicia:. At the fame time Euagoras Kkewifis 
received a great fupply of corn, and fifty (hips front 
Egypt, which, together with thofe he Bad already, and 
fixty more which he caufed to be fitted out with all fpeed, 
making up a fleet of two hundred fail, he advanced to 
attack the whole naval force of the Perfians. At firft he 
bad the advantage, and took, or deftroyed, feveral of the 
enemies ihips ; but Gaus, advancing with a fre(h fquad* 
Ewn^of ron, fell upon him with fuch vigour, that Euagoras was 
dtfeatid at obliged to retire, after an obftinate refiftance. The reft 
^* of the Perfian (hips, encouraged by jhe example of their 

admiral, returned to the charge, and at laft obtained a 
complete vi£tory, driving the enemy into their haAours. 
Euagoras, with a few ihips, efcaped to Salami ne, where 
S^Umiite he was immediately clofely befieged both by land and 
hffiegediy fea. After this victory, Tiribazus went in perfon to ac- 
t^±^ quaint the king with the fuccefs that attended his arms 
in Cyprus ; and, having obtained two thoufand talents for 
the uie of the army, he returned with that new fupply, 
to carry on the war more vigoroufly than ever. During 
. his abfcncc, Euagoras, leaving the defence of the city to 
his fon P*)'thagoras, penetrated through the enemies fleet 
in the dead of the night, with ten mips, and failed for 
Egypt, in hopes of engaging Achoris, king of that coun- 
try,, to join him with all his forces ; but, not obtaining 
from him the aid he expeftedt and finding on his fetum, 
the city reduced to the laft extremities, and himfelf defti- 
tute of all means of raifing the feigc, he was obliged to 
Yr. of FK capitulate. The propofals made to him were, that he 
'^63- fhould abandon all the cities of Cyprus, except Salanunci 
Ante Chr. ^i^Jch he (hould hold of the king, as a fervant of his 
^ ^' lord. The extremity to which he was reduced, obKged 
Euagoras ^*^ ^^ accept the other conditions ; but he could by no 
vfftrstoca- means be brought to confent to that of holding Salamine, 
fitulau* as a fervant under his matter, and perfifted in declaring^ 
that he would hold it nO otherwife than as a king under 
a king. Tiribazus, who commanded in chief, was in- 
flexible, and would not make the leaft alteration, nor 

abate 
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abate any thing of>hi8 pretenGona; WheJ'eupon^ Euagorst 
being determined to die fword in hand, rather than yield 
to fuch terms, broke o(F the conference, and applied him- 
fcif entirely to the defence of the city ^ 

In the mean time Orontes^ M^ho commanded the land 
ftrced, not being able to brook the fuperiority which Ti* 
#ibazu8 had over him, as being entrafted with the whold 
management of the wa% and jealous of his, fuacds* wrote 
fecretly to the court, acculing him, among other thingi> 
of forming deGgns againft the king's ihterelt, and holding 
a private correfpbndence with the Lacedaemonians. Upon 
the receipt of thefe letters, Artaxerxes immediately dif* 
patched orders to Orontes to feise Tiribazus, and fend 
him prifonertoeourt} which order beings without delays 
put in execution, the chief command was conferred upon 
Orontes. This new general finding the army ready to f^ht&im 
mutiny under his command, made hade to conclude a a kmtt ' 
treaty with Euagoras upon the terms which Tiribazus bad fre^yM^^ 
reje£ted, viz. That he (hould hold Salamine as king of ^^^^*^^ * 
that city, paying only a fmall tribute to the king of Perda. 
Thus the fiege was raifed, and a peace concluded with 
Euagoras, after a war which had coft the Perfians fifty 
thoufand talents, that is, near ten millions of our money. 
For the elogy and charadler of this prince, we refer the 
reader to Ifocrates «. 

The peace concluded with Euagoras did not put an end Gaus n^ 
to the war In thofe parts \ for Gaus, refenting the in-« '^'o//^- 
juftice done to Tiribazus, whofe daughter he had mar- 
ried, fent deputies to Achoris, king of Egypt ; and having 
concluded an alliance with him againft the king of Perfia^ 
openly revolted, and was joined by a great part both of 
the fleet and army, moft of the officers being entirely at ' 
bis devotion. He likiswife foHcited the Lacedasmoniant 
to come into the league, afluring them, that he, in his 
turn, would at the end of the war employ all his forces 
in their favour, and make them mafters of all Greece. 
They hearkened favourably to thefe propofals, and env* 
braced with joy fuch an opportuntity of making war upon 
the Perfians, being highly diflatisfied with the peace of 
Antalcidas. But before matters were ripe for execution, 
Graus was treacherouily ilain by one of his officers ; and Is kilkd* . 
f aches, who took upon him to carry on the fame defign, 
died foon after ; fo that the vaft preparations they had 

f Diod. lib. XV. P»4-59j & (c({% 9 Ifocrat. In Euagor. Diod. 
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made were rendered ufelefs; and the Lacedaemonian^ 
never afterwards interfered with the afiairs of Afia^. 
Artaxtr^ Ataxerxes had no fooner finifhed the Cyprian war, thatY 
xes" ill he entered upon another againft the Cadufians, who pro-^ 
juccifs a- bably had revolted from him. This people inhabited the 
G^fittS' mountains between the Euxine and Cafpian Seas ; 2mA 
being inured to a hard and laborious life^ were accounted 
Yr. of Fl. * very warlike race K The king marched in perfon againft 
1964. them, at the head of three hundred thoufand foot, and 
Ante Chr. twenty thoufand horfe ; but the country, on account of its 
304* barrennefs, not affording provifions fufficient to maintain 
^ fo numerous an army, they were foon reduced to feed 

upon the beafts of burden wtiich accompanied the army ; 
and thefe became fo fcarce, that an afs's head was fold tor 
fixty drachmas. The king^s provifions too began lo fall 
^irihaviUi fliort, and only a few horfes remained. In this emer^ 
faveihim gency, Tiribazus contrived a ftratagem, which faved the 
mmdhis king and his army. He followed the court in thisexpe-< 
dition, or rather was carried about as a prifoner, being 
in difgrace, occafioned by crimes laid to his charge by 
Orontes, as we have faid before. The Cadufians had two 
kings^ who were encamped apart from each other. Tiri* 
bazus, who took care to be informed of all that pafled in 
the enemy's camp, found that there was fome mifunder-* 
(landing oetween them ; and that the jealoufy and roif* 
tnift which they had of each other, prevented their ading 
Ovir*- in concert. He therefore advifed the king to enter into 
reachis the a treaty with them ; and taking upon himfelf the whole 
£^y ' management of 'it, went in perfon to one of the kings, 
^^ ^'' and fent his fon to the other. Each of them informed the 
king to whom he applied, that the other had fent ambaf- 
fadors to treat feparately with Artaxerxes, and advifed him 
to lofe no time, but make his peace as foon as pof&ble, 
that the conditions might be the more advantageous. 
Their negociations had the defired effed:, and both princes 
were brought feparately to fubmitto the king. Thus both 
he and his army were faved from deftru£lion. 

On the king's return to Sufa, the eminent fervice which 
Tiribazus had done him. in that expedition, inclined him 
to have his caufe thoroughly examined, and to grant him 
TtrihaKus a fair hearing. For that purpofe he appointed three com- 
acp^ittid mifSoners, who were all of eminent rank, and diftin* 
and tn high guiftcd probity ; thefe, after an impartial difcuffion of the 
' * ' whole affair, were unanimous in declaring him innocent; 

^ Piod. lib. xv« i Strabo. lib. xi. p. 507— 5 to. 
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in ccmfequence of which fentence, he was by the king ro" 
ftored to his former honours^ and Orontes his accufer ba* 
nifhed the court ^* 

ArtaxerxeS) being now at leUure from all other en- Artaxet' 
.ga(gementS9 refplved to reduce. the Egyptians, who had x€srent<wt 
long before fliaken off the Per fi an yoke, and accordingly thtvjar 
. made great preparations fof that war. Achorts> who then ^^^^S}P^» 
reigned in Egypt, forefeeing the ftorm, was not wantin'g 
on his fide to provide againft it the beft he could. He 
joined a great number of Greeks and other mercenaries^ 
under the command of Chabrias the Athenian, to his own 
f ubje£ts. Pharnabazuft, being charged with the manage«> 
nient of this war, fent ambaffadors to Athens, complain- 
ing of Chabrias for engaging to ferve againft the king of 
Ferfia, with whom the . ftate of Athens lived in amity, and 
.threatening the republic with his mafter's refentment, if 
he were not immediately recalled. He demanded at the Xphicr^e^ 
fame time Iphicrates, another Athenian, and the beft ge- excellent 
neral of his time, to command the Greek mercenaries in ^^A'P^^ 
the Perfian fervice. The Athenians, who had then a 
great dependence on the Perfian king's friendfhip,, to fup» 
.port them againft their domeftic enemies, recalled Cha- 
orias, ordering him to repair to Athens, on pain of death, 
by a certain day; and Iphicrates was fent, to take upon 
him the command of the Greek mercenaries in the Per- 
sian army. This general, on his arrival, having muftered 
the forces he was to command, he fo exercifed them in 
all the arts of war, that they became very famous among 
the Greeks, under the name of Iphicratefian foldiers: 
and indeed he had time enough to inftru£): them before 
they entered upon aftion ; for the Perfians being very 
flow in their preparations, two whole years elapfed before 
they were in a condition to take the field. Achoris, king Achtris 
of Egypt, died in the mean time, and was fucceeded by ^'''^ »« 
Pfammuthis, who reigned only one year. After ^im Ne- Altf'* 
pherotcs reigned four months 5 and then Neftanebus, the 
firft of the Sebennytic race,- fwayed the fceptre twelve 
years ^ 

Artaxerxes, that he might draw more auxiliaries out of 
Greece for his Egyptian war, fent ambaffadors thither t6 
put an end to their domeftic broils ; and declare, in his 
.name, to the different ftates and cities of that country, 
that it was his pleafure, that they fhould live in peace 
with each other, upon the terms of the treaty of AntaU 

^ Diod. lib, XV. p. 463. 'J&ufeb. Cbron. Synccl p. ^sf* 
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cidas ; and that, all garrifons being witfadraumi tach city 

fliould be left to enjoy its liberty, and live according to its 

own laws. This declaration was received with pleaAire 

by all the cities of Greece, except the Theban», who^ 

afpiring to the empire of all Greece) refufed to con-> 

form "*. 

tlu unfuc' At length all things being in a readinefs for the inra* 

ttfsfulex' fion of Egypt, the Perfian army was aflembled at Ace, 

fedttton (ijiQQ called Ptolemais, the place of the general rendez- 

Kf vous. There, in a review, tL army was found to confift 

of two hundred thoufand Perfians, under the command of 

Phamabazus; and twenty thoufand Grreeks, under Iphi- 

Yr. of Fl. crates. Their forces by fea were in proportion to thofc 

'973- by land; for' their fleet confifted of thre* hundred gallies. 

Ante Chr. j^fi j^g ^^ incredible number of vcffels that followed, to 

, fumiih both the fleet and the army with neceffary provi- 

fions. The army and deet began to move at the fame 

time ; and that they might ad in concert, they ieparated 

as little as poffible. The war was to begin with the fiege 

of Pelufium ; but Nedlanebus^ having had fufficient time 

to provide for the defence of that place, had rendered the 

approach to it impradicable, both by fea and land. The 

fleet, therefore, inftead of making a deieent, as had been at 

firil projed:ed) failed from thence to the Mendefian mouth 

of the Nile j for the river, at that time, emptied iffelf into 

the fea, by feven different channels, and each of thefe 

nt Mett' was defended by a fort and a ftrong garrifon : but the 

^ejlan/ort Mendefian mouth of the Nile not being fo well fortified 

taken. ^^ ^y^^ Pelufian, where the enemy was expefted, they 

landed the forces there without great oppofition, carried 

the fottrefs that guarded it, and put all the Egyptians that 

Jphtcrates* were found in it to the fword. After this a^ion^ Iphi- 

prop9fal^f crates was for re-embarking the troops, without lofs of 

%mp^ time, and attacking Memphis, the capital of Egypt. Had 

rejeSed. this opinion been followed, before the Egyptians recovered 

from the confternation which fo formidable an invafion, 

and the blow already received, had thrown them into, they 

would have found the place without any defence, and 

tnuft have certainly taken it, and re-conquered all Egypt. 

But the main body of the army not being yet come up> 

Fharnabazus would undertake nothing before their arrival. 

Iphicrates, in the utmoft defpair, to fee fo favourable an 

opportunity loft, which perhaps might never be retrieved, 

made preffing inftances for leave to attempt the place, 

o Dlod. lib. XV. p. 478* 
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i^tK the mercenaried only that were under bis com- 
Hiatid j but Pharnabazus, f];om a mean jealouff of the 
honour that would redound to Ipbicrates, fhould he fuo- 
ceed in the enterprise, would by no means hearken to his 
propofal* This delay gave the Egyptians time to recover 
their courage^ and put themfelves in a condition to oppofe 
any farther attempts, as we have related elfewhere. Thus 
ended thi6 war, which had coft immenfe fums, twb whole 
year* having be^n fpcnt in malting the Jiecef&ry prepa- 
rations for fo fruitlefs art attempt. The only effed it , 
{)roduced| was an irreconciieable enmity between the two 
generals ; for, Pharnabazus, in order to excufe himfelf, 
laid the whole blame of the mifcarriage upon Iphicrates ; 
and he, with more reafon, recriminated upon Pharna- 
bazus ; but, being well apprifed^ that Pharnabazus would IphicraUf 
find ttiore credit at the Perfian court than he, and re- Mad /• 
membering what had happened to Conon, that he might rf'f"** '* 
not meet with the like fate, he privately hired a (hip, and '*^^'*^* 
retired to Athens ". 

Twelve years after this expedition, Artaxences, who had the E^p* 
not laid afide the thoughts of fubjefting Egypt, notwith- tian vjmr 
Handing his many mifcarriages^ began to make new pre- '"'«'*«'''• 
paratiorts for invading that country. Tachos, who had 
fucceeded Neclane;bus, drew together all his forces, to de- 
fend himfelf againft fo powerful an enemy; i)ut. having Yr. of Fl. 
marched out o? Egypt into Phoenice, in order to attack .J985. 
the Perfians there, the Egyptians revolted in his abfence, Ante Chr# 
and fet up Ne£lanebus in his (lead, who drove him quite ^^^" 
out of Egypt. 

Towards the latter tnd of the reign of Artaiterxes, great 
difturbances arofc in the Perfian court, which was rent 
into fa^ions by his fons, each making parties among the 
nobility, to fupport his pretehfions to the crown. He ha<f 
a hundred and fifteen fons by his concubines, and three 
by hisxju^en, namely, Darius, Ariafpes, and Othus. To Artaxtrxit 

Sut a.ftop to thcfe pra£^ices and contentions, hfe declared ^^'^r"*. 
bfius, the elder, his fucccflbf; and, the better to fettle ^^j^ 
him on the throne, allowed him to aflume the title of wh/cen* 
king, and wear the tiara, even in his life-time ; but thefe Jpires «* 
honours not contenting the young prince's axtibition^ gm^^l^ 
who was alfo difgufted with his father, fbt refufing him 
one of his concubines, whom he demanded, he formed si 
defign againft the old king's life, and engaged in tte ton* 

* Diod. lib. XV. p. 478: & p. 397— 401. Kttt* in AgtfiK p. 61$. 
618. Xenoph. Plut. k Corn. Nep. in AgeliK 
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fpiracy fifty of his brothers. TirU»azu$, whom wchavc 
often mentioned in this hiftory, contributed the moft to 
his taking this mmatural retblutioiii and for a like fub- 
je(fl of difcontent. Artaxerxes had promifed him in mar- 
riage one of his daughters ; but, falling in love with 
her, married her himfelf ; and, having afterwards pro- 
mifed Tiribazus another daughter, he married her alfo. 
Ttrtbaxus^ Thefe two difappointments provoked Tiribazus to fcch 
^conjpiracy. ^ degreee, that, to revenge the affront, he ftirred up the 
young king to that wicked attempt. The number of 
the confpirators was already very formidable, and the 
^hty art .day fixed for the execution of their deiign; when an 
deteSedf jeunuch, who was privy to the plot, difcovered it to the 
2*^jf *' '* king ; whereupon the confpirators were feized as they 
were entering the king's palace, and all put to death ^. 

Darius being thus cut off, the fame contention was re- 
vived, which, before his being declared king, had pro- 
duced fo many different fa£tions. Three of bis brothers 
were competitors, Ariafpes, Ochus, and Arfames. The 
two fii'ft claimed the crown in right of their birth, being 
the king's fons by his queen ; the third only by the king's 
favour> who tenderly loved him, though only the fon of 
Ofkus rids a concubine. Ochus, prompted by his rcftlefs ambition, 
hmfelfof found means to get rid of his two rivals ; for Ariafpes 
conttnMKg ^^*"g ^^ ^^ ^^^7 temper, and very credulous, he fuborned 
hrotAiru the eunuchs of the palace to threaten him in fuch a man- 
ner> in the king's name, that, expelling every moment to be 
treated as Darius had been, he poifoned himfelf, to avoid 
a more cruel death. But, Arfames (lill remaining to ri-t 
▼al him in his pretentions, and being, for his wifdom, and 
other princely virtues, in the opinion of his father, and all 
others, the mod worthy of the crown, he caufed him to 
be aiTaflinated by Harpates, the fon of Tiribazus. This 
lofs, added to the former, and the wickednefs which 
attended both, overwhelmed the king, who was then 
ninety-four years of age, with fuch grief, that, not be- 
Ariaxtrxes ing able to bear up againft It, he died, in the forty- 
Mitumm g^^jj year of his reign p. He was a mild and generous 
Yt*of Fl. priiice, and governed with great clemency andjuftice; 
19S9. whence he was honoured, and his authority refpeded, 
Ante Chr. throughout the whole empire. This chara£^er Ochus was 
359* fenfible of, and well knew that it would be quite other- 
' wifc 'With him, the death of his two brothers having 
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alienated the minds both of the nobility and people. To 
avoid the inconveniencies that might attend this general 
hatred and averfion, he prevailed with the eunuchs, and 
9thers that attended the king's perfon, to conceal his 
death ; and took upon himfelf the adminiflration of af^ 
fairs, giving orders, and ifluing decrees, in the name of Oehuttahs 
Artaxerxes, as if he had been ftill alive. By one of thefe ^^^namiof 
decrees he caufed himfelf, ad by his father s order, to be ^l'^^*^^ 
proclaimed king throughout the whole empire *J. After 
having thus governed near ten months, believing his au- 
thority fufficiently eftabliftied, he at length declared the 
death of his father, and openly afccnded the throne, tak- 
ing the name of Artaxerxes. Hiftorians, however, moft 
frequently call him Ochus ; and under this name we (hall 
ipeak of him in the fequel of thisHiftory. 

It was no fooner known that Artaxerxes was dead, and A great 
Ochus in poffeffion of the throne, than all Afia Minor, «»«'*/'■ ^f 
Syria, Phoenice, and many other provinces, openly re- P^^*^)^^/^ . 
volted. *The chief men concerned in this revolt were, ^/,^, 
Ariobarzanes governor of Phrygia, Maufolus king of 
Caria, Orontes governor of Myfia, and Antophradates 
governor of Lydia. Datames likewife was engaged in thd 
rebellion, being at that time governor of Cappadocia. 
By this, as it may be named, general infurreftion, half the 
revenues of the empire were, on a fudden, diverted into 
. different channels ^ and th6 remainder wpuld not have 
been fufEcient to carry on the war againft fo many re- 
volters, had they afted in concert ; but they did not long Their lead" 
keep firm to each other ; and thofe, who had been the ers/all out 
firft and moft zealous in fliaking off the yoke, ftrove who ^f^o^g 
fliould fooneft betray the others, and thereby make their ^jl^^^yl^" 
peace with the king. The provinces of Afia Minor, on ^^^i \ther* 
wthdrawing their obedience, had entered into a confe- ' 
deracy for their mutual defence, and chofen Orontes for 
their general. They had alfo refolved to add twenty 
thoufand mercenaries to their own troops, and charged 
Orontes with the care of raifing them ; but, when he had 
a fufEcient fum, both for raifing thofe forces, and main- 
taining them for a year, he kept the money for himfelf, 
and delivered up to the king, thofe who had brought it 
to him from the revolted provinces. Rheomitres, another, 
of the chiefs of Afia Minor, being fent into Egypt, to ne- 
gotifite fuccours in that kingdom, was guilty of the like 
treachery ; for, having brought from thence nve hundred 

4 Polyaen. Stratag. lib. vii« 
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talents, and fifty (hips of war, and aflembled the ring^ 
leaders of the revolt at Leucas, a city of Afia Minor, un- 
der pretence of giving them an account of his negotiations, 
he feized them all, and made his peace with the king, b^ 
betraying them into his hands. Thus^ this formidable re- 
volt, which had brought the Perfian empire to the very 
brink of ruin, was fupprefied; and Ocnus was, with- 
Daiamis out ftriking a blow, fettled on the throne '. Only Data- 
h^Us^uta- nies, governor of Cappadocia, having pofleffed himfelf 
gatnfi o- ^Y{o of Paphlaconia, gave him much trouble. By what 

murdtnd. ^^ ^^^^ °^ "^"^ *" Cornelius Nepos and rolyaenus, it ap- 
pears, that he maintained himfelf a long time in both 
thefe provinces ; and wa*s at laft murdered by the treachery 
of Mithridates, one of his intimates. 
Oihus* Ochus was the moft cruel and wicked of all the princes 

bifoJy reign of that race in Perda; for he had not been long upon the 
aitdcka- throne, when he filled the palace, and the whole empire, 
raffer. ^j^j^ blood and flaughter. That the revolted provinces 
might have none of the blood-royal to fet up againft him> 
Yr of Fl ^ ^^ ^^^ himfelf at once of all the une.afinefs, which 
1990. ' ^^^ princes of the royal family might give him, he put 
Ante Chr. them all to death, without any regard to fex, age, or 
3S*» proximity of blood. He caufed Ocha, his own filler and 
"~-— ^ mother-in-law, for he had riiarried her daughter, to be 
buried alive ; and, having fhut up one of his uncles, with 
a hundred of his fons and grand-fons, in a court of the 
palace, he ordered his archers to difpatch them with their 
arrows *. This uncle feems to have been the father of 
Sifigambis, mother to Darius Codomannu^ ; for Q^ 
Curtius tells us, that Ochus caufed eighty of her brothers, 
together with their father, to be maflacred in one day K 
With the fame barbarity he treated all thofe who gave 
him any umbrage, fparing none of the nobility, who be- 
trayed the leaft mark of difcontent or diflafiedion to his 
perfon. 
Artahazus But all the cruelties he praftifed could not keep his fub- 
revoUs. jefts in awe. Artabazus, governor of one of the Afiatic 
provinces, rebelled, and engaged Chares the Athenian to 
join him with a fleet and body of troops, which he- com- 
manded in thofe parts. Ochus fent an army of feventy 
thoufand men againft the rebels; but they were, by 
Chares, and his Athenians, cut in pieces. Artabazus^ in 

' Died. )ib. XV. p. 564*^^06. Polyaen. Stratag. lib. vii; 
« Juftin, lib. X. cap. 3. Vai. Maxt lib. ix. cap. i. * UAk 
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reward of fo great a fcrvice, gave Chares a fum of money Chans' 
fufficient to pay his fleet, and the forces he had on board- fitccefs€i' 
The king highly refcnted this conduft of the Athenians, .^jf'"/ ^- 
and as they were then engaged in a war with the Chians, ^ ^^' 
Hhodians^ Coans, and By^iantines, threatened to join their 
enemies with a numerous fleet, if they did not recall 
Chares. The Athenians, fearing to provoke fo power- 
ful an enemy, ordered C}iares to return forthwith into Recalled, 
Greece". 

Artabazus, being thus deferted by the Athenians, had 
recourfe to the Thebans ; who fent to his afliftance a body 
of five thoufand men, under the command of the brave 
Pammenes. With this reinforcement, Artabazus again nebans* 
took the field, and gained two very conGderable viftories fuccefs a* 
-over the king's forces ; which greatly redounded to the f^^^^fi ^" 
honour of the Thebans and their commander. However, 1^^^^^% 
thefe made their peace foon after with th^ king, who 
having given them three hundred talents, they returned 
iiome. Artabazus, thus deftitute pf all fupport, was 
at laft overcome^ and forced to take refuge with Philip of 
Macedon. 

This rebellion was fcarce quelled, when feveral others ne Fhee- 
ibroke out in divers parts of the empire. The Sidonians, nieiamf&e. 
and other Phoenicians, being oppreflTed by thofe the king ^^'^^^f* 
had fet over them, taking up arnis, entered into a confe- 
ideracy with Neftanebus king of £gypt ; and, being a£- 
fiiled by that prince with four thoufand Greek mercena- 
ries, drove the Perfians quite out of their territories ^. 

The Cypriots, being likewife ill ufed by their Perfian Cyprhts 
governors, and encouraged by this fuccefs of thePhoeni- joinintbg 
cians, joined with them and the Egyptians in the fame r^*^* 
alliaace*. Hereupon Ochus difpatched his orders to 
Idriens king of Caria, injoining him to invade the ifland 
of Cyprus, and make* war upon the inhabitants, putting 
all to fire and fword. Idriens, in compliance with this 
3njun£lion, having equipped a fleet, fent it, with eight 
thoufand Greek mercenaries, under the command of 
Phocion an Athenian, and Euagoras (P), to make a de- 

fcent 

^ Died. lib. xvi. p. 517, 5iS. ^ Idem, p. 531— -533* ^ Diod* 
nbi fupra, p. 53s. 

(?) Another Euagoras had he was fucceeded by Nicocles 
formerly reigned in the city of ^ his fon ; and this Euagoras 
Salamine, whom we have fpo- feems to have been the fon of 
ken of above. On his death Nicocles, a^d to have fuc- 
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fcent in the ifland. The troops landed without a^y con-* 
fiderable oppofition, and beine reinforced with other 

SaUmiag bodies from Syria and Cilicia, belieged Salamine by fe<| 

hf/eggJ. and land ^ 

Ochusheads Ochus, finding that his lieutenants made no progreft 

a*uaftarmjf againft the Egyptians and Phoenicians^ refplved to command 

ri^// ' ' ^^^ forces in perfon ; and accordingly having drawn togCr 

ther a forinidable army, he marched at the head of it into 

Phoenice, where the city of Sidon w^s betrayed to him by 

Mentor the Rhodian, and Tennes king of the place. 

The ruin and total deftru£tion of Sidon, terrified the 

Phanici other cities of Phoenice to fuch a degree* that they all 

fubmits. fubmitted to the conqueror 5 each of them making peace 

with the king upon the beft terms they could obtain : nei-r 

ther was Ochus unwilling to compound with them^ that 

he might be no longer retarded from putting in execu-? 

tion the defigns he had upon Egypt *. 

But before he marched thither, his army received from 
Greece a reinforcement of ten thoufand mercenaries ; the 
Thebans fenthim a thoufand men under the command of 
Lachares, and the Argives fupplied three thoufand, com- 
manded by Nicoftratus : the reft joined him from ,the 
Greek cities of Afia. The Athenians and Lacedemonians 
excufed themfelves, telling the king's ambafTadors, that 
they (hould be glad to maintain peace and friendfhip with 
their mafter ; but could not, at that time« fpare him any 
fuccours. The Jews alfo feem to have' been engaged in 
this revolt of Phoenice ; for Ochus, from Sidon, marched 
Judgea r#. into Judxa, where he befieged and took Jericho, carrying 
fl^f^^ along with him into Egypt a great many captive Jews, and 
' "*' fending others into Hyrcania, where they were planted in 

7 Pipd. ubi fupra* * Dlod.lib. xvi. p. 53 T| 531, &c. 

ceeded him in that kingdom ; prus had then nine cities, and 

but, being driven out by Pro- each of them had its king, but 

tagoras his uncle, was in ba* fubjedt and tributary to the 

nilhment when this war began, king of Perfia, All thefe 

He gladly joined the Perfians, joined in this confederacy, 

in hopes of recovering his with a defign to (hake off the 

crown ; and the knowlege he Perfian yoke, and make them- 

had of the country, made him felves independent each in his 

a very proper perfon to com- own city (r), 
mand in this expedition. Cy- 

(1) Vide Diod. lib, xvi. p. 53»« 

the 
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tlic provinces bordering on the Cafpian Sea ■. Ochus at 
the fame time put an end to the Cyprian war, bycompro- Cvpnots 
mifing matters with the nine Cyprian kings. Having his makepiact. 
niind entirely bent on the conqueft of Egypt, he willingly 
redreifed all their grievances, and Confirmed them in their 
refpedlive governments^'*. 

Having thus fettled the affairs both of Phoenice and Yr. of Fl, 
Cyprus, he fet out on his Egyptian expedition. On his ' '99*- 
march he loft a great many men,, who were drowned in ^* 

the lake Serbonis, which lies between Phoenice and Egypt, ^^^* 
and extends about thirty miles. When the fouth wind Ochus 
blows, the whole furface of the water is covered with marches iw 
fand from the defert, in fuch manner, that no one can '^ ^Hyp^* 
diftinguifh it from the firm land. Several parties of 
Ochus's army, for want of good guides, were loft in it ; 
and we are told, that entire armies have there met with 
the fame fate. When he arrived in the frontiers of Egypt, 
he detached three bodies to invade the couiltry, each com- 
manded by a Perfian and Greek general. The firft was 
led by Lachares the Theban, and Rofaces governor of. 
Lydia and Ionia ; the fecond by Nicoftratus the Thebaii, 
and Ariftazanes \ the third by Mentor the Rhodian, and, 
Bagoas one of his eunuchs. The main body of the army 
he kept with faimfelf, and encamped near Pelufium, with Encamps 
defign to watch there the events of the war : but, of the *'*'' ^'^*" 
fuccefs that attended him in this expedition, comprehend- ^''^' 
ing the total and final reduAion of Egypt, we have fpo- 
ken in-the hiftory of that country. 

Ochus having thus terminated the Egyptian war, fent 
back the Greek mercenaries to their refpeftive countries 
with ample rewards : but, as all his conquefts were ji/igntor's 
chiefly owing to Mentor, he diftinguiihed him above all /ngular 
the reft, not only rewarding him with a hundred talents,- merit re* 
and other prefents to a great value, but appointing him war^/^i. 
governor of all the coafts of Afia, and committing to his 
care the whole management of the war, which he was ftill 
carrying on againft tome provinces that* had revolted in 
the beginning of his reign. Thefe, by cunning ftrata- 
gems, and by open force, he reduced, reftoring the king's 
authority in all the parts of that vaft empire. 
' All the revolted provinces being reduced, and peace 
eftabliftied throughout the whole empire, Ochus gave 

> Solin. cap. 35. Synce]l/ejt*Africano, p. 256. Orof. lib. xxxi. 
cap. 7. Jofeph. lib- i. contra Apion* Jultin. lib. xxxvi. cap. 5. 
^ JDiod. ubi. fupra, p 534. 
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himfiplf up to eafe« luxury, an^ pleafuret leaving tha 2A* 
Difuida miniilration of public affairs entirely to his miqift^rs. The 
thi a^mimi' chief of thefe were Bagoas his favourite eunuch, and Mcn- 
"''^vi'^JStf- ^^^ '^^ Rhodian, who agreeing to part the power between 
£9M. |hem, the former governed all the provinces of the Upper 

Afia, and the latter ruled thofe of the lower. Bagoa^ 
being by birth an Egyptian, had ^ g^^at zeal for the re- 
ligion of his country, and endeavoured tp influence the king 
in favour of the Egyptian ceremonies ; but, in opppfition 
to all his endeavours, the Ving not only plundere4 th^ 
temples, but carried away the facred records that were 
lodged in them } and, in contempt of their religion, flew 
rVim ^^^ S^^ Apis, that is, the facred bull, which they- wor- 
goypt, fhipped under that name. This irreligious behaviour Ba- 
goas deeply refented, and ever afterwards watched an op- 
portunity of revenging the affront offered to his religion. 
The records he redeemed with a great fum of money, and 
fent them back into Egypt ; but the injury done to his 
god, he thought could be no otherwife atoned for, but by 
tagofif the puttiiag the facrilegious king to death ; thils aim h^ effedied 
iuuuch pot accordingly, by the help of the king*s phyfician, who in 
fins him for j^j^ ficknefs, gave Him a flrong poifon inftead of phyfic, in 
paif§s Arjis ^^e twcnty-firft year of his reign. Nor did the eunucfa'$ 
to th$ revenge flop here \ for the king's body he kept, cs^ufing 
trwwn. another to be buried inflead of it : and becaufe Qchus had 
compelled his attendants to eat the flefh of their god Api$» 
he cut his flefh in pieces, and gave it to the cats, making 
Tr» of FI. of bis bones handles for fw^rds. Having in this barbarous 
*^'^: manner difpatched his. mafler and benefaftor, and feeing 
""g ^^ whole power of the empire in his hands, he placed 
, Arfes, the youngeft of the dead king's fons, on tke throne, 

i^d put all the reft to deaths that he might the better fe- 
cure to himfelf the authority which he had ufurped ; for 
fhe bare name of king was all that he allowed to Arfes, 
^ referying to himfelf the whole power and authority of the 
government *• 
Arfes fiam Arfes did not long.cnjqy even this {hadow of power, 
h^ ^a^oai. being flain by the fam^ Bagoas, who, finding tna( the 
king, well apprifed of bis wickednefs and treachery, was 
taking meafures to bring him to condign punifhment, con- 
trived \Q put him and big whok family to d^ath,- in the fc-? 
$pnd year of his reign **, 

^ Dtod. lib. xvii p. 564.. iEHan. Var. Hift. lib vi. cap. ^. Se- 
fer. Stilpit. lib. U. Vide & l^uid* in *^xy* * Diodt 4 
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The throne becoming again vapant by the death of Vr. of Fl. 
ArfeSy BagoaSi who dared not yet ufurp it to himfelf^ 2012. 
placed on it Darius^ the third of that name in Perfia. Be- Ante Chr# 
fore his acceffion to the crown be wa$ called Codomannus, ^^^' 
and is faid not to have been of the bipod royal, becaufe Darius 
be was not the fop of any king that reigned before him ; Codoman-- 
however he was of the royal family, being defcended »«/• 
from Darius Nothus, whofe grandfon, Arfanes> marry- 
ing his own filler Sifigambis, had by her Codomanrtiis; 
Oftanes, the fon of Darius Nothus, and father to A^" 
fanes, was put to death by Och us on his firjH afcending 
the throne, and with him above eighty of hjs fot^s and 
grandfons ®. How Codomannus pame to efcape thi^ 
ilaughter is no where faid- In the reign of Ochus he Hisixtr^ 
made but a very poor figure, being only an aftanda, that ^*^»*i/^« 
is, one employed to carry the royal difpatches to the go- 
iremors of the provinces ; a mean employment for one of 
^he royal family ^. In the war which Ochus waged with 
the CadufianS, towards the latter end of his reign, on^ 
of thofe barbarians having challenged tl)e whole Perfian 
army to find a champion that date encounter him in fingle 
combat, Codomannus accepted the challengCj ^fter all 
the others had declined it, and flew the Cadufian. Fo|r 
this gallant a£tion he was rewarded with the govern- 
ment of Armenia ^, and thence raifed to the throne by 
Bagoas in the manner above related. But he had not 
long enjoyed the fovereign power before Bagoas, findr 
ing that he would not be entisely governed by him, re- 
folded to remove him, and accordingly provided a poi;^ Bi^oas 
fonous potion : Darius, however, being acquainted with firced to 
his defign, when the potion was brought- him made f^'y^^^^ 
Bagoas himfelf drink itj and having thereby got rid of part!/ far* 
the traitor by his own artifice, be fettled himfelf on the Dariui. 
throne without any fs^rthet diffic\ilty or oppofition ^. Au- 
thors reprefent t)arius as a prince of a mild and generous 
di^ofitioQjt of great perfonal valour, and in ftature an4 
fliape far exceeding every individual of the whole Perfiaa 
£inpire ; but having fuch a fortunate rival as Alexander 
th^ Great to ^counter, he was not able, with all his 
gpod qualities and perfonal courage, to withftand him ; 
and he was fcarce feated on the throne when he foun4 
Ikbis powerful enemy preparing for his deftru£tion. 

Alexander naving fettled his aiFairs in Macedon, an4 
ji^fed all imaginable precautions to prevent any troubles 

« Ifiod. ibid. Phit. in Artaxerxe. f Plut. de Vita & Fortuna 

Alexandri. % Qiod. ihid. Jiiftiii. lib. 3^. cap. 3. ^ Diod. 

abifujpr^. Q^ Curt lib, vi. cap. 6. Strabo, lib., xv. iSi^lian Se alii. 

that 



2 1 8 The Hijlory of the Perjians. . 

that might arife in that kingdom during his abfence, fet 
out for oiftus, and thence pafled over the Heliefpont into 
Aiia, in the fecond year of Dariu8*s reign. A war agamft 
the Perfians had been rcfolved on, fome time before, in a 
general aflembly of the Amphi£lyons, to revenge the 
many injuries which Greece had received from the bar-- 
barians, during the fpace of three hundred years ; and 
fhiUpmade Philip king of Macedon had been appointed commander 
€hief com- in chief of the forces deftined for this expedition ; but 
J^ '" ^ Philip being in the mean time murdered, his fon Alex- 
awainfi ander fummoned a general affembly of all the dates and 
Darius. free cities of Greece, to meet at Cormth ; and having prc- 
Isfueceed' Vailed with them to choofe him in his father's room, he 
J^ ^u obliged each city to furnifli its quota of men and money 
oHderthe ^^^ carrying, on the war. His army, according to the 
Crtat* higheft account, amounted to no more than thirty thou- 
fand foot and five thoufand horfe j but th^y were all 
chofen men, well difciplined, and inured to the toils of 
war, mod of them having ferved under Philip during his 
long wars, and all of them having been employed in dif- 
Yr. of PI. ferent expeditions. Parmenio commanded the infantry 5 
Ante'chr. Philopatus, his fonj had the command of eighteen hun- 
33^. * dred horfe, all Macedonians ; Callas, the fon of Harpalus, 
■ led the fame number of Theflalian cavalry; the reft of 
the horfe had their particular commander, each being fet 
over thofe of his own nation. With this army Alexander 
crbfled the Heliefpont, and arrived at the river Granicus> 
where he found the Perfian governors of the neighbouring 
provinces encamped, with an army of a hundred thoufand 
foot and ten thoufand horfe, with a deCgn to difpute his 
MtmnotCs paflage. Memnon, the Rhodian, whom Darius had ap- 
^^^±^'' po^"^^^ governor over all the coafts of Afia, had advifed 
^' ^ the generals not to venture a battle, but to lay wafte the 

whole country, and even deftroy the cities, that the ene- 
my might be obliged, for want of provifions, to return 
back into Europe ; but Arfites, governor of Phrygia, op- 
pofed the opinion of Memnon, protefting, that he would 
never fufFer the Greeks to make fuch havock in the coun- 
tries he governed. This rafh and impolitic counfel pre- 
vailed ; and Memnon was even fufpefted to hold intelli- 
gence with the enemy, or at leaft to be defirous of pro- 
trafting the war, and thereby continuing the command 
tohimfelf*. 

The Perfian cavalry lined the banks of the Granicus, 
and formed a large front, in order to oppofe Alexander 

1 Arrian. lib, i.Plut. In Alcxand.Q^Curt. lib. iii. •' 
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wherever he (hould attempt a paflage ; and the foot, con- 
fifting chiefly of Greek mercenaries, were pofted behind 
the cavalry on an eafy afcent. Parmenio, obferving the 
difpofition of the enemy*s army, advifed Alexander to en- 
camp on the oppofite banks of the river, that his troops 
might have time to reft, and not to attempt the croffing 
over till the next morning, the river being deep, the banks 
very craggy and fteep, his troops tired with their march, 
and thofe of the enemy quite frefh, as having been en- 
camped in that place for feveral days.. But all the rea- Alexander 
fons he could adduce made not the leaft impreflion on ^^/''. ^^^ 
Alexander, who anfwered, that it would be a difgr^ce to ''^*'^*'' 
him and his army, fliould he, after croffing the Hellef- 
pontj /uiFer his progrefs to be ftopt by a rivulet, for fo, 
put of contempt, he called the Granicus ^. ' ' 

The two armies being drawn up in battle-array on 
the oppofite banks of the river, continued fome time in 
fight of each other, as if they dreaded the event. The The hattUi 
]Perfians waited till the Macedonians (hould enter the river, ^/^r^i* 
that they might attack them to advantage on their land- ^*"' 
ing, and the Macedonians were looking for a convenient 
place to pafs ; this they no fooner found, than Alex- 
ander ordered a ftrong detachment of horfe to advance 
into the river, and the right wing followed, which he 
commanded in perfon, the trumpets in the mean time 
founding, and loud Ihouts of joy being heard throughout 
the whole army. The Perfians let fly fuch (howers of 
arrows againft the detachment of Macedonian horfe^ as 
caufed fome confufion, feveral of their horfes being killed 
or wounded ; and as they, drew near the bank, a mod 
bloody engagement enfued, the iMacedonians endeavour- 
ing to land, and the Perfians pufhing them again into the 
river. As Memnon commanded in this place, with his 
fons, the firft ranks of the Macedonians were entirely cut 
off; and the reft, after having with the utmoft difficulty 
gained the Ihore, were forced back into the river. Alex- ^^^ p 
ander, who followed them clofe, obferving the confufion fians re^ 
they were in, put himfelf at their head, and landed, after pulfedby 
furmounting all oppofition. Then he attacked the enemy's ^fxandir% 
cavalry with great vigour, and, and obliged them, after 
an obftiriate refiftance, to gfve way. However, Spithro- 
bates, governor of Ionia,, and fon-in-law to Darius, being 
furrounded by forty Perfian lords, all of them hia rela- 
tions, ftill maintained his ground, and did all that lay in his 

^ Diod. Arrian. Plutarch, Cartius, ftalii, ubi fupra* 

power 



220 fhe fftfiory (f the Perjians. 

power to lead the Ferfians back to the charge. Alexander 
feeing in how gallant a manner he fignalized himfelf, ad- 
vanced full gallop to engage him ; neither did he decline 
Alixawdtr ^he combat, and both were flightly wounded at the firft 
ftmmt" encounter. Spithrobates having tnrown his javelin with- 
^UmziT. ^^^ effeft, immediately advanced fword in hand againft 
Alexander, who being upon his guard, run him through 
with his pike, as he was lifting up his arm to difcharge ^ 
blow with his fcimiter ; but Kofaces, brother to Spithro- 
bates, gave Alexander at the fame time fo furious a blow on 
the head with his battle-ax, that he beat off bis plume, and 
llightly wounded him through his helmet. As he was ready 
to repeat the blow Clitus, with one ilroke of his fcimiter, 
cut ofFRofaces^ head, and thus faved the life of his fovereign* 
The Macedonians, animated by the example of their king, 
^^ttacked the Perfian horfe with new vigour ; fo that not 
\>tiag able tOvftand fo violent a ihock, they firft gave 
ground, and foon after betook themfelves to a precipitate 
flight. Alexander did not purfue them, but immediately 
charged, at the head of the right wing, the enemy's in- 
fantry, who feeing themfelves attacked, at the farfie time, 
by the cavalry, and the Macedonian phalanx, which had 
crofied the river, made no great refiftance. The Grecian 
infantry retired in good order to a neighbouring hill, 
whence they fent deputies to Alexander, demanding leave 
to march off unmolefted ; but he, inftead of coming to 
a parley with them, rufhed fword in hand into the middle 
of this fmall body, where he was very near being cut to 
pieces, his horfe being killed under him. The Greeks 
defended themfelves a long tin^e with incredible valour, 
but being at laft overpowered with numbers, were almoft 
2* '^" all killed on the fpot. In this engagement the Perfianp 
j^f^ loft twenty thoufand foot, and two thoufand five hundred 
horfe ; of the Macedonians, twenty -five men of the king's 
own troop fell in the firft attack, whofe ftatues, made by 
Lyfippus, Alexander, fome time after, cavifed to be ered- 
cd in Dia, a city of Macedon, whence they vcre, many 

J rears after, carried to Rome by Q. Metellus. About 
ixty others of the horfe were killca^ and thirty of the 
foot, who were all buried next day with great folemnity, 
the king exempting their parents and children from all 
taxes ^ - 
5^^ and fj^^ viftory was attended with all the happy circum- 
filrrnder fta^ees that could be expelled ; for Sardis, which was 

to AUxan* i piut. in Alexandre. Diod. p. 503, Juftin. lib. xi. cap. 6. Ar- 
^* rian l:b, i. cap. 1$. 
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the key of the Perfian empire, immediately fixrrendered, 
and was, by Alexander, declared a fr6e city ; the citizen^ 
being perisitted to live according to their own Izvrs. Froni 
Sardis he advanced to Ef hefus, where he tvas received 
with great joy. liere he offered a great number of facri- 
fices to Diana, arid affigned tb the temple of the gbddefd 
all the tributes that were paid to the Perfians. Before h^ , 
left Ephefus, the deputies of Trallis and Magnefia waited 
iiponnirii with the keys of their cities. From Ephefus 
he advanced to Miletus ; which city, flattered with th^ 
hopes of being foon relieved, fefufed him admittance ; 
and, indeed, the Perfian fleet, which was very numerous, 
inade a feint, in order to fuccour the city ; but, aft^r vari- 
ous fruitlefs attempts, they failed off. Memnon had fliiit 
himfelf up in this ftfonghold, with a confiderable number 
of his men who had efcaped from the battle on the Gra- 
nicus, and was refolved to make a vigorous refiflahce. 
Alexander, having furrounded the city with his whole MtUtks 
army, planted fcaling-ladders on all fides, thinking that befiegt^ 
the moft expeditious manner of becoming matter of the **^ taken, 
place ; but his men being every where repulfed, and the 
city well ftored with provifions for a long fiege, he begaii 
to natter the walls with all his engines, night and day, 
without intermiflion. Several breaches were made, but 
ftiU he could not matter the town, the befieged fuftaihing 
all his efforts with incredible bravery. At laft, the place 
being almott quite difmaritled, and the befieged tired out . 
with hard fervice, Memnon demanded to capitulate, and 
furrendered the city upon honourable terms : the Milefians 
were allowed to live according to their own laws, and 
Memnon, with his Greeks, to march out unmoletted; 
But the Perfians were either put to the fword or fold for 
Aaves "• 

Alexander having thus pofTefl^ed himfelf of Miletus^ Memon*s 
marched into Caria, in order to befiege HalicarnafTus^ the bra'vedi', 
metropolis of that province, which irefufed to f\ibmit. ^"^f */ 
That city was, both by nature and art, oiie of the heft "^^^^^' 
fortified in all Afia ; and befides, Memnon had thrown 
himfelf into it with a confiderable body of chofen irien, 
refolved to fignalize, in the defence of fo important a place, 
his courage and attachment to Darius, with whom he tiad 
left his wife and children as pledges of his fidelity. Ac- 
cordingly he made a moft vigorous refittance, being 
feconded by Ephialtes, another general of great prowefs. 

n Diod. nbi fopra. Arrian. lib. i. cap. 1 9. 
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Whatever could be expefted from the mod intrepid bra- 
very, and the moft confummatc knowleee in the art of 
war, was ^raflifed, on this occafion, both by the befiegers 
and the befi^ed. After the Macedonians had, with the 
utmoll difficulty, filled up the ditches, and brought their 
engines near the walls, their works were all demoliflied in 
an inftant, and their engines fet on fire by the befieged. 
No fooner was any part of the wall beat down by the bat- 
tering-rams, than a new rampart was raifed in its (lead, 
the Macedonians finding themfelves no farther advanced, 
after an immenfe labour, than they were when they firft 
fat down before the place. The city held out fo long, 
and the befiegers had fo many difficulties to ftruggle with, 
that any general befides Alexander would have given over 
the enterprize ; but his troops were encouraged to purfue 
the undertaking by thofe very difficulties which would 
have difheartened others ; and their patience at laft proved 
fuccefsful, for Memnon was obliged to abandon the city, 
which he could no longer defend. As the fea was open 
he placed a (trong garriion in the citadel, which was ftored 
with all forts of provifions, and going on board the 
Perfian fleet, whereof he was admiral, conveyed the 
inhabitants, with all their effefls, to the ifland of Cos, 
not far diftant from HaHcarnafTus. Alexander finding 
the city empty both of riches and inhabitants, razed it to 
the ground ; but the citadel he did not think proper to be- 
fiege, it being of little importance to him after the city 
was deftroyed*. 

After the redu&ion of HalicamafTus, all the Greek 
cities in Afia declared for Alexander, who proclaimed every 
where, that he had undertaken this war with no other 
view, than to free them from the Perfian bondage. In the 
fecond year of this war he reduced the provinces of Phry- 
gia, Lycia, Pifidea, Pamphylia, Paphlagonia, Galatia, 
and Cappadocia ; and appointed fuch of his friends to go- 
vern them as he thought fit for the office. Thefc tranf- 
a£tions we fliall relate more at large in the life of that 
great warrior. 

In the mean time Darius did not fail to prepare for a 
vigorous defence. Memnon advifed him to carry the war 
inta Macedon : and a wifer refolution could not have been 
taken •, for the Lacedaemonians, and feveral other Greek 
ftates, that were difafi^efted to the Macedonians, and jea- 
lous of their overgrown power, would have readily joined 
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their 



I 

Th^ Htftory of the PerfianL * 225 

their enemies; and this- junft ion would have obliged 
Alexander to leave Afia, and return to the defence of his 
own country. Darius,, being well apprifed of the reafon- 
ablenefs of this advice, willingly embraced it, and charg- 
ed Memnon to put it in^execution, appointing him admiral 
. of the fleet, and commander in chief of all the forces that, 
were to be employed in this expedition. That prince could ^^^f *'' 
not have made a better choice ; for Memnon .was by far ^^^^^^* 
the beft general in his fervice, and had for many years 
given undoubted proofs, not only of his courage and con- 
dufb) but alfo bis extraordinary fidelity and attachment to 
the Perfian ihterefl. Having received this new copi- 
miflion, he afiembled the fcattered remains of the army, 
and appointed the fleet to rendezvous at the ifland of Cos, 
where he took on board the land-forces, and with them, 
reduced the iflands of Chios and Leibos, except the city 
of Mitylene. From thence, he defigiied to pafs over into 
Euboea, and make Greece and Macedon the feat of the 
war^ but he died before Mitylene, which city he had Hisdioth* 
been forced to befiege. His death was the greateft mif- 
fertune that could befal the, Perfian empire ; for Darius, 
not having one general capable of carrying on that en- 
terprize, the .oply expedient that could have faved his 
empire, was obliged to drop it, and entirely depend \ipon 
his eaftern armies. Thefe he appointed to aflemble-at Darius's 
Babylon, where> having fet up his fliandard, and muftered armymuf- 
bis forces, he found they amounted in all to the number '"'^<' ^' 
of four, five, or ^x hundred thoufand men, according to ^^^*» 
the various accounts of authors **. 

The news of Mcmnon's death confirmed Alexander in 
the refolution he had taken of marching immediately into 
the provinces of Upper Afia. Accordingly he proceeded 
with all poilible expedition into Cilicia ; and, arriving at. 
a place . called Cyruis's Camp, (whether from Cyrus the 
Great, as Curtius tells us, or from the younger, as we 
read in Arrian, is uncertain) about fifty ftadia diftant from 
the Streights of Cilicia, he was informed that-the enemy 
guarded that important pafs with a confiderable body of 
troops. When he received this intelligence, leaving Par- Alexander 
jnenio there, he advanced in perfon, at the firft watch, to, {okes the 
furprize them. But the Perfians, being aware of his, '^M'^j'' 
defign, betook themfelves to flight, and abandoned the ^v»/V ^ 
pafs: Alexander having catered it, and viewed with zt^Camp. 

* Vide Plutarch in Al^xand. Arrian, lib. xL cap. 6. Juftin, 
lib. xi. cap. 9. Curt. lib. lii. cap. 4. . . . . i 
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t^nti6n the nature of the place, aditiirM his good fortune, 

and owned that he might have been ftopped with great 

edfe, feeing the road was fo nari^ow that four men could 

fcarce pafs a-breaft} and fo broken in feveral places, an4 

dncumbered with large ftones which had rolled down from 

the mountains, that a very fmall number of refolute zhen 

ihight have ^t^ithftood, urith no other weapons but ftones^ 

a rhore numerous army. From the Streights of Cilicia^ 

he marched to the cHy of Tarfus, where he arrived the 

Tmrfiis inftant the Perfians were fetting fire to the place, in order 

prtfirvid to prevent the Macedonians from enriching themfelves 

from being ^Jth the plunder of fo Wealthy and flouriihing a city. 

kurnt. They arrived therefore very feafonably to flop the pro-* 

grefs of the fire, Jind fave the plate from utter deftruc- 

tion P. 

In thd mean time DaHus had begun his march, at the 
head of his numerQus army, and was advanced as far as 
the vaft plains of Mefopdtamia. Here the: commanders 
of the Greek mercenaries eafneftly prefied him to wait 
.for the enemy, that he might engage tfafem with all the 
advantage his numbers gave him ; but Darius would not 
Bartus's hearken to t^ieir advice, haftening blindly to the moun- 
CUi/ia*^" ^ tainous ftarts of Cilicia, where his cavalry, and the num- 
ber of his troops, would rather be an incumbrance to each 
other^ than of any fervice in an engagement^. 
TXeptJitp' The order he obferved in his march was as follows: 
pusorJirdf bfefore the army was carried, on filver akars, the facred 
hismartkn ^^^ eternal fire, attended by the magi, finglng hymns, 
after the manner of their country, and three hundred and 
fiity-five youths in fcarlet* robes. After thefe came a 
chariot confecfated to Jupiter, drawn by white horfes, 
and followed by one of an extraordinary fize^ whom they 
called the horfe of the fun : all the equerries were cloath- 
ed in white, each having a golden rod in his hand. Next 
appeared ten fumptuous chariots, enriched with curious 
fculptufes in gold and ^Iver ; and then the vanguard of 
the horfe, compofed of twelve different nations, all arm- 
ed in a different manner. This body of horfe lyas fol- 
lowed by another of foot, by the Perfiams called Immor- 
tal ; becaufe if any of them died, his place was imme- 
diately fupplied by another : they were ten thoufand in 
number, and remarkable for the fumptu6ufnefs of their 
apparel 5 for they all: wore collars of pure gold, and were 

f Arriaii. lib. ii« Curt, lib.iii* cap. 8« 9 Arrian. & 

Curt. ibid. 
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tio^tlied in tobcs of gold tiflue, having large fleeves, gar* 

niflied «rkh precious ftones. About thirty paces after 

them CftiTie the king's relations, or coufins, to the number 

of fifteen thoufand, apparelled like women, and furpafs- 

ing even the Immortal Body in the pomp and richnefs of 

their attire. They were honoured with the title of the 

King's Coufins, and poffibly fcveral of the king's relations 

were in tbis number. After thefe appeared Darius him- ^« chamt 

felf, attended by his guards, and feated on a chariot, ^f^^^*^ 

as on a throne. His chariot was fupported on both fides 

by the gods of his nation, caft in pure gold. From the 

middle of the beam, which was fet with jewels, rofe two ' 

ftatues of pure gold, a cubit in height, one reprefenting 

war and the other peace, and both fhaded with the wings 

©f a fpread eagle of t^e fame metal. The king was 

cloathed with a garment of purple, ftriped with filver, 

wearing over that a long robe^ enriched with a great many 

precious ftones ; and the fcabbard of his fcimiter, as otir 

author tells us, was made of a finglc precious ftone. On 

either fide of the king walked two hundred of his neareft His guards 

relations, followed by ten thoufand horfemen, whofe 

lances were plated with filver, and tipt with gold. After 

thefe marched thirty thoufand foot, the rear of the army ; , 

and laftly, four hundred IM horfes belonging to the king. 

At a fmall diftance followed Sifigambis, the king's mo- Hishoufg'' 

ther, and his confort, both feated oft high chariots, with hold and 

% numerous train of female attendants on horfeback, and '■*^"'*^* 

fifteen chariots, in which were the king's children, and 

thofe who were charged with the care of their education. 

Next to thefe were the royal concubines, to the number 

of three hundred and fixty, all attired like fo many 

queens. They were followed by fix hundred mules, and 

three hundred camels, which carried the king's treafure, 

and were guarded by a body of archers. This pageant 

march was clofed by a great many chariots, carrying the 

ladies of the crown officers, and lords of the court, and 

guarded by fome companies of foot lightly armed '". 

Alexander, receiving advice that Darius was advancing 
towards the Euphrates, in order to enter Cilicia, detach- 
ed Parmenio to poffefs himfelf of another narrow pafs, 
leading from Aflyria, or rather Syria, into Cilicia. As 
for himfelf, he marched from Tarfus to Anchialos, and 
thence to Soli 5 which city he reduced, obliging the in- SoU takiM» 
habitants, who refufed at firft to admit him into their 

* 
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city, to pay twenty thoufand talents for the maintetland« 
of his army. While he was at Caftabala, a fmall city 
not far from mount Amanus, news was brought him, 
that Darius, with his whole army, was advanced as far 
as the city of Sochus, in Syria, within two days march 
of Ciiicia. Alexander immediately fummoned a council 
of war, wherein it was determined, that the whole army 
fhould march the next day, and wait for Darius among 
the mountains of Cilieia : there they encamped accord* 
ingly, on a fpot of ground, juft wide enough for two 
fmall armies to aft in; fo that both were in fome degree 
reduced to an equality. When intelligence was brought 
to the Perfian camp, that Alexander had halted ki th» 
midft of the mountains, the Greek commanders, who 
ferved in Darius's army, advifed him again to wait for the 
enemy in the plains where he was then encamped; or re- 
tire to thofe of Mefopotamia, where he might have room 
enough to draw up his great army, bring them all to en- 

frage at the fame time, and furround the enemy : they ob- 
erved, that within thofe ftreights there was not room any 
where to draw up above thirty thoufand men in battle- 
array ; therefore ^he Macedonians could bring all their 
men to engage, and the Perfians would not be able to ufe 
the twentieth part of theirs- As he did not approve of 
this counfel, they advifed him to divide his army into 
feveral bodies, and not to put all the chance to one battle. 
But his-adverfe fate did not fufFer him to follow fuch 
wholefome advice; and the courtiers again traduced 
thofe who had fuggefted it as traitors, telling Darius, that 
they advifed him to divide his troops with no other view> 
than that they might have, after fuch a feparation, a fair 
opportunity of delivering up into the eneraies 'hands 
whatever fhould be in their power. However, Darius 
thanked the Greeks for their zeal and good-will, and even 
condefcended to lay before them the motives that induced 
him to rejeft their advice. The courtiers had made him 
believe that Alexander was flying before him ; and that 
therefore he ought to march forward with all i>offible ex- 
pedition, and fall upon him when intangled in the ftreights, 
left he fhould make his cfcape. It was therefore agreed, 
in a council of all the Perfian generals, that they fhould 
engage the enemy in the narrow pafles. Dariua having 
fent his treafures and moft valuable moveables to Damaf- 
cus, in Syria, under a fmall convoy, led the main body 
of the army towards the flreights of mount Amatius, 
through which he entered Ciiicia, and advanced as far as 
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the city of Iflus, not knowing that Alexander wais be- 
hind ; for he had been told that the Macedonians were re- - 
tired in great diforder into Syria. In the city of Iflus he 
barbaroufly put to death the fick and wounded Macedoni- 
ahs, that had been left there by Parmenio, fparing only a 
few, whom he difmifled, after making them view his 
camp, that they might be eye-witneflTes of the immerife 
number of his forces. Thefe brought Alexander word of 
Darius's approach, which he could fcarce believe, though 
he defired nothing more earneftly. However, having of- 
fered a facrifice to the gods of the place, he advanced to 
meet him ; and drew up his army on a fpot of ground 
near the city of Ifl^us, bounded on one fide by the moun- '^f^^"'' 
tains, and by the feaon the other. Here Darius, not be- y^, of Fl. 
ing able to extend his front beyond that of the Macedoni- 4015. 
ans, on account of the narrownefs of the place, could dif- Ante Chr. 
pofe of his great army no otherwife than by drawing them 333* 
up in many lines one behind the other. But the Mace- 
donians foon breaking the firft line, and that recoiling upon 
the fecond, and the fccond upon the third, progreffively, 
the whole Perfian army was put in diforcfer; and the 
Macedonians purfuing the ad\fantage, by prefling forward, 
the confufion was increafed to fuch a' degree, that even <rhe Perfi^ 
the bravefl: among the Perfians, who were defirous to fig- ansftrait' 
nalize themfelves, could neither ftand their ground, nor ^"^^^"^y, 
manage their arms. As the crowd, occafioned by the ^^^g^/ 
flight of fo numerous an army,- was very great, thofe who 
fell that day were, for the mod part, trampled to death. 
by their own men. Darius, who fought in the firft line, Darius put 
difenga'ged himfelf with much difficulty^ and fled in his to flights 
chariot to the neighbouring mountains, where he mounted 
on horfeback, and continued his flight, leaving behind him 
his bow, his fliield, and royal mantle. Alexander was The Greek- 
prevented from purfuing by the Greek mercenaries, . who ^^f^^^V-,. 
charging the Macedonian phalanx with incrediblebravery, ^^'f^Uf.^^^ 
killed Ptolemy, the fon of Seleucus, with one hundred t^gry^ 
and twenty officers of diftindlion, befides a great many 
private men ; and, though attacked in flank by Alexander 
in perfon, maintained thqir ground, until they were from 
twenty thoufand reduced to eight thoufand. They theit 
retired in good order over the mountains, towards Tri* 
poll in Syria, where, /finding the tranfports that had con- 
veyed them from Lelbos lying on the fhore, they fitted out 
fuch. 9 number as fuited their purpofe, and failed to 
Cyprus, after having burnt the reft, to prevent their 
being purfued. Alexander no fooner faw them put to 
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fiiglit, than he haftcned after Darius ; but growing ^cary 
of the purfuit, and night drawing on, he returned to the 
enemies camp, which his foldiers had juft before plunder* 
ed. Sifigambisy Darius's mother, and (lis wife, who was 
alfo his (iftery with his fon Ochus, not full fix years old, 
and his two daughters, both marriageable; befides fomc 
noblemen's daughters that attended them,, were found in 
the caoip, and taken prifoners. The reft had been fent 
to Damafcus, with part of Darius's treafure, and all the rich 
furniture which the Perfian monarchs ufed to carry witb 
them into the field; fo that in the camp they found only 
three thoufand talents of filver : but the reft of the treafure& 
fell afterwards into the hands of Parmenio, at his taking 
the city of Damafcus ^ In this engagement tke Perfians 
loft, according to Arrian, ten thoufand horfe, aad ninety 
thoufand foot ; and with him other writers agree as to 
the number of the horfe; but, as to the foot, they all 
vary, not only from him, but from each other, fome 
making the number of the dead amount to eighty, others 
to ninety, others to one hundred, and fome to one bun* 
dred and twenty thoufand ; adding, that forty thoufand 
were taken prifoners. While Alexander, according to 
the higheft computation, loft, in all, but three hundred 
men*. 

Next day Alexander, after having vifited the wounded, 
caufed the dead to be buried in great pomp, in the pre^^ 
fence of the whole army, which was drawn up in battle 
array. The fame honours he paid to the manes of the 
Perfians of rank ; and allowed Darius's mother to bury a& 
many as ftie pleafed, according to the cuftoms and cere* 
monies of her country. But the prudent princefs ufed 
that permiffion with great, modefty and referve, burying^ 
only a few, who were her near relations. Alexander 
treated her and the other captive princefles with great 
humanity : they were, fays Plutarch ", in Alexander's 
camp, not as in that of an enemy, but as in an holy 
temple, defigned for the afylum of virtue ; they all liv- 
ing fo retired, that they were not feen by any perfoa 
whatever, none daring to approach their pavilion, but 
fuch as were ap{>ointed to attend them. As Darius's con-^ 
fort, and her two daughters, were princefles of an extra- 
ordinary beauty, Alexander, after the firft vifit, refolved 

^ Plutarch in Alexand. Curt. lib. iii. Arrian lib. ii. Diod* 
lib. xvii. t Diod. Plutarch, Arrian. Cart. JaUia ubi liipra* 

n Plut. de Fortuna Alexandri. 
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never to fee them any more^ that bis frailty might not 
expofe him to any danger. 

Alexander feeing himfelf now mafter of the field, de- 
tached Parmenio to Damafcus with the Theffalian horfe. 
On his march thither, he was met by a meiienger fent by 
the governor of that city with a letter to Alexander, 
wherein he offered to betray the city to the king. On J)amaf€ut 
the fourth day Parmenio arrived at Damafcus, when the and Dan* 
governor, pretending that he was not able to defend the Y^^'jf^" 
city againft a vi£);orious army, caufed, by day-break, a vaft f^^^J'^g 
number of beads of burden to be loaded with the king's AUxandtr, 
treafure and rich furniture, as if he intended to retire^ 
and fave them for his mafter ; but in reality to deliver 
them up to the enemy, as he had agreed with Parmepio, 
^who had opened the letter directed to the king. At the 
£rft fight of the forces which this general headed, the 
Perfians, who convoyed the treafures, betook themfdves 
to flight, and left the Macedonians mafters of all the gold 
and hiver that was defigned to pay fo numerous an army. 
The Theffalian horfe had the beft ihare of this booty, 
liaving been fent by Alexander on this expedition, that 
they might enrich themfdves with the plunder of lb rich 
a city, in reward of that heroic condu£b by which they 
had diftinguiflied themfdves". The governor' of the 
place was killed by one of his .own men, and his head 
carried to Darius r. 

After this viflory Alexander marched into Syria, mod 
4of the cities of that country voluntarily fubmitting to the 
conqueror, and even Darius's governors and commanders 
delivering themfdves and their treafures up into his^hands.' 
Being arrived at Marathon, he received a letter from Da- Darius 
rius, in which-he ftyled Jaimfdf king, without beftowing writu t§ 
that title on Alexander. Tkxt Perfian rather commanded ^^'xamdtrm 
than entreated him to afk what fum he pleafed for the 
ranfom of his member, wife, and children \ and as to their 
difpute about empire, he faid they might decide it, if he 
thought proper* in a general engagement, to which both 
parties fhould bring an equal number of troops ; but, if he 
vere ftill capable of wholefome counfel, he would advife 
liim to be contented with the kingdom of his anceftors, 
jand not invade that of another,. to which he had no rights 
iie defired, that for the future, they (hould live in friendi- 
jhip and amity ; and declared, that he was ready to fwear 
to the obfervance of thefe articles, and receive Alexander's 

4r Plutarch de Fort. U Curt. lib. iii. cap. 95. yCort. ibid; 
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oatli. This letter, which was written with fuch an nn- 
fealbnabk fpirit of pride and haughtinefs, provoked Alex- 
ander to a great degree, who, therefore, in his anfweF be- 
gan thus : ** Alexander the king to Darius." He enu- 
merated 'the many injuries and calamities which the 
Greeks and Macedonians had fufFered from the Perfians } 
reproached that nation with the bafe and treacherous mur- 
der of his father Philip ; and Darius, in particular, with 
fetting a price upon his own head : wherefore he was not 
the aggreflbr, but had taken up arms in his own defence, 
and to revenge the death of his father, and the injuries 
done to his country : he obferved that the gods, who air- 
ways declare for the juft caufe, approved of this war, as 
peared by the fuccefs that attended it, fince, with their 
prote£tion, he had already fubdued great j)art of Afia, and 
defeated the mighty hoft of the rerfians, in a pitched 
battle, with a handful of men. However, he engaged his 
word, that he would reftore to him his wife, mother, and 
children, provided he repaired to him as a fuppliant, and 
humbly begged him to give them their liberty \ afTuring 
him, that he might do it without the lead danger. He 
concluded, by defiring him to remember, when he next 
wrote, that he not 'only addrefled a king, but his king : 
and Thefippus was ordered to carry this letter *. 

Alexander marched from thence into Phoenice, where 
the citizens of Biblos opened their gates to him ; and their 
example was followed by other cities, in proportion as he 
advanced into the country : but none received him with 
greater joy than the Sidonians exprefled, who had a few 
years before been fo cruelly treated by Ochus. Since that 
time, they bore fuch hatred to the Perfian name, that 
they were overjoyed at this opportunity of fhaking off the 
yoke ; and, indeed, were the firft in Phoenice who fub- 
mitted to Alexander, by their deputies, in oppofition to 
Strabo, their king, who was in the Perfian intereft. Alex- 
ander depofed him, and permitted Hephseftion to ele£b m 
his room whomfoever of the Sidonians he fliould judge 
worthy of fo exalted a ftation *. 

While Alexander was in Phoenice, fome of the Perfian 
generals, who had efcaped from the battle at IffiiS, draw- 
ing together the remains of the fcattered army, attempted, 
- with the afFiflance of the Cappadocians and Paphlago- 

2 Diod. Hb. xvii. p. 517, %\%, Arrian, lib. ii. p. S3— 86. P)ut« 
in Alejandro, p. 678. Curt. lib. iv. cap. i. Juftin. lib. xi. 
^ap. 10. ^ Curt lib. iy. cap. i. Jufiin. lib. xi. cap. lo. 
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rCxzmy to recover Lydia ; but were in feveral engagements 
tx>uted, and at laft entirely difperfed by Antigonus, whom 
Alexander had appointed governor of that province. At 
the fame time, the Macedonian fleet, failing from Greece, 
fell in with that of the enemy's, commanded by Arifto- 
menes, whom Darius had fent to recover the cities on the 
Hellefpont, and attacked them fo furioufly, that not one 
Cngle fliip efcaped^. 

All Syria and Phocnice were already fubdued, except 
the city of Tyre, which he befieged, and took by aflaultj 
after the inhabitants had held out with incredible bra- 
-very for feven whole months, as we have have related in 
the hiftory of Phoenice. 

While Alexander was carrying on the fiege of Tyre, te A fecmd 
received a fecond letter from Darius, who at laft conde- Utter from 
fcended to give him the title of king : he offered him ten ^f'^^'^J^ 
thoufand talents, by way of ranfom, for the captive prin- -^^^^^^^ 
cefTes, and his daughter Statira in marriage, with all the 
country he had conquered as far aS the Euphrates : he 
put him in mind of the inconftancy of fortune ; anddif-'-; 
played, in pompous terms, the vaft number of troops he 
could ftill bring into the field : he ^eprefented the diffi- 
culties he might meet with in crofTmg the Euphrates, the 
Tygris, the Araxes, and the Hydafpes, which were fo 
many barriers to the Perfian empire : that he would not 
have always the opportunity of (hutting himfelf up among 
rocks and mountains, but would be obliged, fome time 
or other, to engage in an open and champaign country, 
*vvhere he would be aihamed to appear before him with a 
handful of men. Upon the receipt of this letter, Alexan- 
der fummoned a council, in which Parmenio was of 
opinion, that he ought to accept of the offers of Darius, 
declaring that he would agree to them were he Alexan- 
der : and fo would I, (replied Alexander), were I Par- 
menio. Without hearkening therefore to his advice, he andhU au» 
anfwered, that he did not want the money Darius offered /w/r« 
him : that it did not become him to offer, what he no 
longer pofTefled ; nor pretend to difpofe of what he had 
already loft : that if he was the only perfon who did not 
know which of the two was the beft commander, a battle 
would foon determine it ; that he fhould not be frightened 
with rivers, after having croffed the fea; and would not 
fail to purfue Darius and come up with him, at laft^ to 

^ Curt. lib. iv. cap. 4« 
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what place foever he fliould think proper to, retire* 
Darius, upon the receipt of this letter, loft all hopes of 
an accommodation, and began anew to prepare for war. 
The city of Alexander having reduced Tyre, marched from thence 
Ga%a be- to Jcrufalem, and from Jerufalem to Gaza. On his ar- 
•^'1^^^ rival at that city, he found it defended by a ftrong gar- 
liexa^tr. ^^^^^y under the command of Betis, or, as fome call him, 
Babemefis % one of Darius's eunuchs, who, being a com«- 
mander of great experience in military affairs, and faithful 
to his fovereign, refolved to hold out, till he was reduced 
to the laft extremity. As this place was the only inlet 
into Egypt, Alexander could not pafs thither, till he was 
become mafter of it ; and therefore was forced to under- 
take the fiege. But although his troops behaved with the 
utmoft intrepidity, and his commanders exerted all their 
military fkili, yet it coft him and his whole army two en- 
tire months to reduce the place. The-ftop which this puX: 
to his intended march into £gypt, and two dangerous 
wounds which he received in the fiege, provoked him to 
fuch a degree, that, on his taking the town, he treated 
the commander, inhabitants, and U)ldiers, in a manner no 
ways becoming a conqueror ; for having cut ten thoufand 
of them in pieces, he fold the reft, with their wives and 
children> for flaves. When Betis, who had been takea 
prifoner in the laft afiault, was brought before him, ia- 
ftead of ufing him kindly, as his valour and fidelity juftly 
deferved, he ordered his heels to be bored, a cord to be 
drawn through them, and the unhappy captive, thus tied 
to a chariot, to be dragged round the city, till he expired ; 
boafting, that in this particular he imitated his progen> 
tor Achilles, who, as Homer relates, caufed toe dead 
body of Heftor to be dragged round the walls of Troy, 
as if a hero ought to imitate fo execrable an example ! 
Both a£ts were barbarous and inhuman, but that of 
Alexander the more brutal; for Achilles caufed only 
Hedtor's dead body to be fo abuiied, whereas Alexan- 
der thus treated Betis while alive \ and for no other 
reafon, but becaufe he had ferved his fovereign with 
F'^pt fuh' fidelity, in the poft committed to bis charge •*. He fent 
mts to A" «reat part of the booty to Olympias, to Cleopatra, and 
xan er* gj^ friends ; and having left a garrifon there, marched 
dir^flly for Egypt, which he fubdued without oppoiltion. 

c Jofepft. Antiq. lib. xi» cap. ult. Eufeb. Chron. Plin. Hb. xii. 
cap. 15. Arrian. lib. ii. p. 50. ' Curt. lib. iv. cap. 10. Ar* 

rian, lib, ii. prope finem. Plut* in Alexand. p. 679. 
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At Memphis Akxander formed- a dcSgn of vifitmg the Yr. of FI« 
temple of Jupiter Ammon \ and ia hifi way thither buik *oi6. 
the city of AlexaQdria» which fooa beeame the metropolis ^"** ^^^' 
of the kingdom. 0» his return from the tempk he fet- ^^*' 
tied the af^irs of Egypt,' and marched from thence, in the 
beginning of the tpring, to attack Darius. On hi«. re- 
turn into Phoenice, he ftaid fome time at Tyre, that he 
might there fettle the affairs of the countries which he was 
to leave behind him, before he proceeded to make nev 
conquefts : having made the rei^uifite difpofitions, he be»- 
gan his march ; and with his whole army arrived at Thap- 
Cacus, where he croiTed the Euphrates, continuing his 
march towards the Tigris in queft of the enemy. Darius, 
in the mean time, finding there were no hopes of an ac- 
commodation, unlefs he refigned the whole empire, ex«* 
erted himfelf in making the neceiTary preparations for an- 
other engagement. For this purpofe, having afTembled 
at Babylon an army twice as numerous as that with which 
he fought at Iffiis, he took the field, and marched to- 
wards Nineveh. Advice being brought him, that the 
enemy was not far ofif, he detached Satropates, comman- 
der 01 the cavalry ; at the head of a thoufand horfe, and 
Mazseus, governor of that province, with fix thoufand, 
to prevent Alexander from croffing the Tigris, and to lay 
wafte the country, through which he was to pafs. But 
they came too late, Alexander having, with the utmoft 
difficulty crofled the river» a little before they arrived. He 
encamped two days on the banks of the river, during which ne Mac^ 
there happened an eclipfe of the moon : this appearance domiant 
fd terrified the Macedonians, that they refufed to proceed **^rijud 
in their march, crying out, that Heaven difplayed the H^^'}*]^ 
marks of its anger ; that thev were dr^ed againft the mooM, but 
will of the gods, to the utmoR; extremities of the earth ; encouragid 
and that even the moon refufed to lend them her ufual h tht E- 
light. Alexander having fummoned the officers of the 9*2?* 
army into his tent, commanded the Egyptian foothfayers '** /^'^'* 
to declare what they thought of this phsenomenon. Thefe 
were well acquainted with the natural caufes of eclipfes ; 
but without entering into fuch enquiries, they replied, 
that the fun was predominaitt in Greece, and the moon 
in Perfia; whence, as often as the moon fu£Fered an 
eclipfe, fome great calamity was thereby portended to 
the latter. This anfwer being immediately fpread a^ 
broad amongt he foldiers, it revived their hopes and cou- 
rage ; and Alexander taking advantage of this ardour, 
began his march after midnight, having on his right the 

Tigris, 
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Tigris, and the Gordyseah Mountains on his left ^.- At 
day-break, the fcouts he had fent out to reconnoitre, 
brought word, that Darius was in full inarch to meet, 
tod give him .battle. He forthwith drew up his forces, 
and put himfelf at the head of the army ; but, as they ad- 
vanced, he found that it was only a detachment of a 
thoufand horfe, which, as the Macedonians approached, 
retired in great hafte to the^main army. They were pur- 
fued by Arlfto, commander of the Paeonian horfe, who, 
having defeated that body, and killed Satropates their 
leader, brought back his head, and threw it down at 
Alexander's feet, telling him, that in his country, fuch a 
prefent was ufually rewarded with a cup of gold. Alex- 
ander replied fmiling, ** with an empty one ; but I. will 
give you a golden cup, and that full of wine*/* Not 
long after this incident, Alexander received intelligence, 
that Darius was not above one hundred and fifty furlongs 
diftant; upon which he halted, to refrefh his foldiers before 
the engagement, having in the camp great (lore of pro- 
vifions. He had intercepted fome letters written by Da- 
rius to the Greeks, foliciting them, with great promifes, 
either to kill or betray Alexander. The king was in 
doubt, whether he fhould read the letters in a full af- 
fembly; for he relied as much on the fidelity of the 
Greeks, as on that of the Macedonians ; but Parmenio 
difiuaded him from it, telling him, that even the raifing 
fuch thoughts in the minds of foldiers might be attended 
with fome danger ; and that the hopes of a great reward 
were capable of prompting a man to attempt the moft 
enormous crimes. The king allowed his prudent advice, 
and ordered his army to march forward ^. They were 
fcarce in motion, when an eunuch brought him word, 
that Statira, Darius-s wife, was dead. He immediately 
returned, and entering the pavilion, where SifigaAibis 
and the other royal prifoners were kept, comforted them 
in fo kind and tender a m^Inner, as plainly Ihewed his 
deep concern. He caufed the funeral obfequies of the 
dead princefs to be performed with the utmoft fplendor 
and magnificence. Darius being informed with what re- 
fpe£l: Alexander had treated her in her life-time, is faid 
to have prayed the gods, that if the time ordained by the 
Fates for the transferring of the Perfian empire into other 
hands was come, none might fit on the throne of Cyrus, 

^ Arrian. lib. ill. Curt, lib, iv. cap. ft3, m* * Arnan. 

lib, iii. Curt. lib. iv, cap. 13. Plutarch in Alexandre, f Curt- 
lib, iv. cap. 15. 

but 



^he Hiftory of the Perftam. 235 

but fo juft, fo merciful, fo generous a conqueror as Alex- 
ander «• Although he had twice fued for peace, yet be- 
ing overcome by the tendemefs and humanity which 
Alexander had fhewn his wife, mother, and children, he 
difpatched ten of his relations, as ambaifadors, offering him 
new conditions of peace, more advantageous than the for- Neivcdn* 
mer, and returning him thanks for the kind treatment with ^'fions of 
which he had indulged his family. He had in his former t'^^j^/' 
propofals, offered him all the provinces of Afia, as far as o^riust 
Halys \ but now he added the countries lying between 
the Hellefpont and the Euphrates; that is, whatever 
Alexander was already mafter of, and offered thirty thou« 
fand talents by way of ranfom for his family. Parmenio 
again advifed Alexander to accept of the conditions, tell- 
ing him, that the provinces between the Euphrates and 
the Hellefpont would be a great addition to the king- 
dom of Macedon ; and that the Perfian prifoners were 
only an incumbrance to the army ; whereas the treafure 
offered for their ranfom might be employed for the ufe of 
his troops, or to reward the fervices of his friends. But but r^iB* 
Alexander, without hearkening to his advice, returned the edbyiUx* 
following anfwer to the ambaffadors ; that the clemency ^^^* 
he had (hewn to the wife and children of Darius proceeded 
from his own good nature, without any regard to their 
mafter ; that he did not make war upon women and chil* 
dren, but upon fuch only as appeared in arms againft 
him ; that, if Darius had fued for peace in good eameft, 
he wpuld' have hearkened to his propofals ; but (ince he 
continued to fpirit up, with large bribes, his own fol- 
diers, to murder or betray him, he could not believe 
that his offers were fincere ; and therefore was determined 
to purfue him with the utmoft vigour, not as a fair ene- 
my, but as a traitor and affaffin ; that as to the provinces 
he offered him, they were already his own; and if Da- 
rius could force him to retire beyond the EuphrateSf 
which he had already croffed, he might then offer them 
as his ; that he propofed to himfelf, as a reward for the 
toils he had already endured, aU thofe kingdoms which 
Darius ftill enjoyed \ wherein, whether he flattered him- 
felf with a vain nope, or not, the next day's engagement 
ihould determine. He concluded by telling the ambaffa- 
dors, that he was come into Afia, to eive and not to re- 
ceive ; that the heavens could not hold two funs ; and, 
jthercfore^ if Darius would fubmit to him, acKnowleging 

I Curtius k Plutarch ibidem. 
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him bis lord and fovereign, he would then hearken to bis 
propofals ^. The ambaSadors having reported this an* 
fwer, Darius prepared for an engagement* He encamped 
near a village called Gaugamela, in a large jplainy at a 
contiderable diftance from the city of Arbela, having be- 
forehand levelled the ground, that his cavalry and cha- 
riots might move and a£l with tbe more eafe. Alexander 
bearing that Darius was fo near, continued four days 
in camp, to reft the army, and furrounded it with deep 
trenches and palifades, being determined to leave in it 
his baggage and fuch of his men as were indifpofed. He 
began his march about the fecond watch, with a defign 
to engage the Perfians at break of day ; and, arriving at 
a rifmg-ground, whence he could difcover their whole 
army, he baited, and fummoned a council, being in 
doubt whether he fhould encamp there, or immediately 
fall upon the enemy. Parmenio advifed him to attack 
their camp in the night time, alleging, that they might 
be eafily defeated, if taken by furprize and in the dark ; 
but the king anfwered, that it did not become Alexander 
to fteal a viflory ; and therefore he was refolved to fight 
and conquer in broad day light. Accordingly he en- 
camped there in the fame order, in which the army had 
inarched ; and after giving the proper orders, he retired 
to repofe during the remaining part of the night ; but, 
being under no fmall concern, he could not fleep till to- 
wards morning ; fo that when his generals were afTembled 
at day-break before his tent, they were greatly forprifed 
Co find, that be was not yet awake. Parmenio, after 
having waited fome time, thought fit to call him; and 
feeming amazed that he fhould fleep fo found when he 
was upon the point of hazarding a battle, on which de- 
,pended the empire of Afia, Alexander told him, that 
Darius» by bringing all his forces into one place, had 
freed him from the tro^d>Ie of thinking how he might 
purfue them into difFercwt countries *. He then without 
delay put on bis arinour, mounted on horfeback, and 
having drawn up his army in battle-array, advanced to 
encounter the enemy, who were at a very fmall diflance. 

Both armies were drawn up in the fame order, the in- 
fantry in the centre, and the cavalry on the wings. Da- 
rius's front was covered with two hundred chariots, armed 
with fcythes,. and twenty-five elephants* Befides his 

k Curt. Hb. iv. cap. 26. Juftin. lib. xi* cap. 12. * Juftin. 
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guards, which were the flower of his army, he had pofted 
the Grecian infantry near his perfon, believing this body 
alone capable of oppofing the Macedonian phalanx. As 
his army took i^ a much greater fpace of ground than Alex- 
ander's, his defign was to furrouijid and charge them at 
the fame time in front and flank ; which defign Alex- 
ander fufpe£ling, ordered thofe, who led the wings, to 
extend them as wide as poflible, without weakening the 
centre. His baggage, and the captives - among wbom 
were Darius's mother and children, were left in the camp 
under a fmall guard. Parmenio commanded, as he had 
always done, the left wing, and Alexander condu£):ed 
the right. When the two armies were in fight of each Yr. of Fl* 
other, the Macedonians halted, waiting till the enemy a*®'^* 
fliould advance to attack them ; which they did accord- "^* ^*'**' 
ingly, Darius himfclf charging in the firft line. Arrian ^^'* 
and Curtius ^ defcribc this battle at length. They tell Thtbattl§ 
us, that the Perfijms were often repulfed ; but, returned o/Gaug^ 
again to the charge ; that vidlory inclined fomctimcs to ^^ 
one fide, and fometimes to the other ; that Parmenio, 
who commanded the left wing, was in great danger, and 
his men obliged to give ground ; that Alexander's rear 
was put in diforder, and the baggage taken ; that both 
kings performed wonders, &c. But after all, Curtiuis 
tcys, that the Macedonians, notwith (landing the great 
oppofition they met with, loft only three hundred men ; and 
Arrian aUows not a third of that number flain ; whereas 
of the Pcrfians there fell forty thoufand, fays Curtius; thirty 
liioufand according to Arrian ; and ninety thoufand, if we 
believe Diodorus. From thefe accounts we can form no 
other judgement of this great battle,but that thePerfians, at 
the very nrft onfet, betook themfelves to flight, and the Ma- 
cedonians purfued them ; for had the fevcn or eight hun- 
dred thoufand men, which Darius brought into the field, 
thrown each one a dart or a ftone, the Macedonians could 
not have bought the empire of the Eaft at fo eafy a rate. 
In the heat of the battle, when the Macedonians were in ^^j^ p^^^ 
the greateft danger, Ariftander, the foothfayer, cloathed jsans roui* 
in white robes, and holding a branch of olive in his hand, td. 
is reported to have advanced among the firft ranks, and, 
in concert with Alexander, to have cried out, that he faw 
an eagle hovering over the king's head, a fure omen of 
viftory. He pointed with his finger at the pretended 
bird I and the foldiers believing him, and fome even fan- 

k Arrian* lib, iii. Curt, lib, iv* cap. %$, k feqq. 
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eying they faw it, renewed the attack with more cotifage 
and refolution than ever. We are told that Darius, fee- 
ing his numerous, army fo fliamefuUy put to flight, drew 
bis fciraiter, and was fome time in fufpence, whether he 
ihould not lay violent hands on himfelf, rather than fly 
in fo ignominious a manner ; but. at laft refolved to fave 
himfelf by flight, and arrived at Arbela the fame night ( Q^* 
After he had pafled the Lycus, fome, who attended him 
in his flighty advifed him to break down the bridge, in 
order ta flop the enemy's purfuit \ but he, refle£ling how 
many of his own men were haftening to pafs over the 
fame bridge, replied, that he had rather leave an open 
way to a purfuing enemy, than fhut it to a flying friend K 
He arrived about midnight at Arbela, whither he was fol- 
lowed by a great many of bis nobles and commanding 
officers, whom he called together, and acquainted them, 
that he defigned to leave all, for the prefefit, to Alexander, 
and fly into Media, from whence, and from the reft of 
the northern provinces, he could draw together new forces, 
to try once more his fortune in battle* Alexander pur- 
fued hin^ as far as Arbela, but, before his arrival, Darius 
had pafled the mountains of Armenia, attended by fome 
of his relations, and a fmall body of guards called Melo-> 
phori, becaufe each of them bore a goldet^ ^PP^^ ^^ ^he 
point of his fpear. In Armenia he was joined by two 
thoufand Greek mercenaries, who, under the command 
of Pharon an Ionian, and Glaucus an ^olian, had efcaped 
Akxander i^^^ the battle. Alexander took the city of Arbela, where 
JLJifJif^ he feized on immenfe fums of money, with all Darius's 
rich furniture and equipage, and returned to his. camp. 
Aifter having allowed his army fome days of reft, he pro- 



bilmamd 
all Dart' 
us*s rich 
furniturt. 



1 Curt. lib. iv. cap. 36, 37. Juflin. lib, xi. cap. 14. 



( Q.) This battle was fought 
at Gaugamela, near the river 
Beumelus, as Ptolemy Lagi, 
and Ariflobulus, who were 
prefent, aver: they are fol- 
lowed by Strabo and Plutarch. 
Keverthelefs, becauie Gauga- 
nela was oidy a fmall village, 
and the name not agreeable to 
the ear, %nifying the camels 
houfe^ the battle is faid to have 
been fought at Arbela, which 
Was a great and famous city in 



thofe parts. Gaugamela and 
Arbela were at a confiderable 
diftance from each other ; for 
between the river Beumelus, 
on which flood Gaugamela 
and the Lycus, on the banks 
of which Arbela was fltuated, 
Curtius reckons eighty fur- 
longs. According to Strabo's 
defcription of thofe places,, Ar- 
bela, in Ptolemy's fifth map of 
Afia, ought to be placed where 
we find Gaugamela. 

ceeded 
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ceeded on his march to Babylon. Mazseus was governor 
of that city and province, and had, after the late battle9^ 
retired thither with the fcattered remains of the body he 
commanded ; but, on the approach of Alexander's vic- 
torious army, he had not courage enough to oppofe him. 
Marching, therefore, out to meet him, he delivered the Marches f 
city and himfelf, with his children, into the conqueror's ^^^^w 
hands. Bagaphanes, governor of the caftle, where all ^^^I 
Darius's treafures were lodged, followc!d his example; j^i^^ 
and Alexander entered the city at the head of his whole 
army, as though he had been marching againft an enemy* 
After a (lay of thirty days in that city, he continued Ma* 
zaeus in the government of that province ; but giving the 
command of the caftle and garrifon to a Macedonian, he 
took Bagaphanes along with him, and marched towards 
Sufa, where he arrived twenty days after his departure 
from Babylon. As he drew near the city, Abulites, go- ^fheckf^f 
vernor of that place, fent his fon to meet, and acquaint Sufa aad 
him, that he was ready to deliver the city, and all the ai/tkt 
king's treafures, into his hands. The king received the f'""^''?J?** 
young nobleman with great marks of kindnefs, and iifing"^rjj «** 
him as a guide, advanced to the river Choafpes, where to ' 



Abulites himfelf met him, ^ with prefents worthy of fa 
great a prince : among other things he'prefented him with 
dromedaries, or running camels, of incredible fwiftnefs, 
and twelve elephants, which Darius had ^fent for out of 
India. Having entered this city, the governor delivered 
up to him fifty thoufand talents in bullion, and forty 
thoufand in ready money, with all the king's furniture, 
to an immenfe value. Here he found part of the rarities 
which Xerxes had brought out of Greece, namely, the 
brazen ftatues of Harmodius and Ariftogiton, which he 
fent to Athens, where they were ftill ftanding in Arrian's 
time. As for the purple and fcarlet robes, he fent them 
all to Sifigambis, together with fome others, curioufly 
wrought, which had been fent him out of Macedon. 

Leaving a ftrong garrifon in the city of Sufa, he ad- 
vanced towards the province of Perfis. He arrived, in 
four days march, on the banks of the Pafitigris, which 
river be croffed with nine thoufand foot and four thou- 
fand horfe, and entered the country of the Uxians. This Hi niacis 
province extends from Sufiana to the frontiers of Perfis, t/uUxums 
and was governed by one Madates, who had married the 
niece of Sifigambis. Madates, who was not, like the 
other Perfian governors, a time-ferver, but faithful to 
his fovereigni refolved to bold out to the laft extremity. 

With 
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With this d«(ign he retired into a ftrong hold, in the 
midft of craggy mountains, and farrotuided on aU fides 
by fteep precipices. . Here he held out for fome time with 
great bravery \ and when the city was taken by aflault^ 
withdrew into the citadel, whence feeing there were no 
hopes of being relieved, be fent thircy deputies to Aler* 
ander to treat of a furrcnder. The king, who was greatly 
provoked againft Madates, would not, at firft, hearken to 
any propofals ; but, in the mean time, receiving letters 
from Sifigambis, wherein (he intreated him to pardon her 
lelations ; he not only complied with her requeft, but fet 
all the prifoners at liberty, reftored Madates to his former 
dimity, left the city untouched, and the citi:Sen» in the 
full enjoyment of their ancient liberty and privileges ". 

Having reduced the Uxians, he ordered Pannenio, with 
part of his army, to march through the plain, while he, 
at the head of the light-armed foot, advanced by the way 
of the mountains, which extend to the frontiers of Perfia. 
The fifth day he arrived at tlie Streights of Perfia, Thefc 
Ariobarzanes held with four thoufand foot, and feven hun- 
dred horfe, which he had pofted on the tops of the hills 
out of the enemy's reach. As foon as Alexander ad- 
vanced to attack him, the Perfians, from the tops of the 
mountains, rolled down ftones of fuch a prodigious fize, 
that they cruflied at once whole ranks. The king, being 
much aiSedied at this execution, commanded a retreat 
to be founded, and withdrew about thirty furlongs from 
the pafs, where he lay encamped fome time, not knowing 
how to advance, and being afhamed to return ; bur, in 
the mean time, a Greek deferter, coming to his camp, 
ofiered himfelf readily to conduct him through bye-paths 
to the very top of the mountains ; whence he might eafily 
Sehcis the fo annoy the Perfians, as to oblige them to abandon the 
Strekhtsof Streights, and leave an open paflage to the whole army. 
Fir^. The deferter performed his promife ; for Alexander, at the 
head of fome chofen troops, having followed his guide all 
that night through rocks and precipices, arrived, a little 
before day-break, at the top of a mountain, which com- 
manded all the hills where the enemy was pofted, which 
they immediately abandoned. .At the fame time Cra- 
terus» who had been left in the camp, advancing with 
the troops under his command, pofTefled himfelf of the 
Artobar- Streights. Ariobarzanes, with part of the cavalry, breaking 
lantcon- ^fhfowgl^ the Macedonians, made his efcape over the moun- 

"Curt lib .v.cap^g, 

tains 
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ta!n$5 with a dcfign to throw himfelf into Perre})olis ; tut 
finding all the paffes leading to that city guarded by the 
enemy, h« returned back upon thofe that pilrfued . him, 
and was killed, with all that followed hitti, after having 
cut in pieces a great number of the Macedonians. 

Alexander being now poffefled of the ftreights, pur* 
fued his march into Perfia properly fo called. When he 
Was at feme diftance from Perfepolis, the metropolis of 
that province, he received letters from the governor of the 
place, acquainting him, that the citizens, upon the news 
of his approach, were ready to plunder Darius's treafures, 
with which he had been entrufted ; he begged, therefore, 
the Macedonian would march with all pomble expedition, 
that he might not lofe fuch a valuable prize. Alexander, 
upon this intimation, leaving hi§ infantry behind, marched 
all night at the head of his cavalry ; and having pafTed the 
Araxes on a bridge, which, by his order had been built 
fome days before, arrived by day-break within two fur* 
longs of Perfepolis. Next day, having aflembled the ge- PerfepoUs 
nerals of his army, he reprefented to them, that no city fubmits^but 
had ever been more fatal to Greece than Perfepolis, the the inhabit^ 
ancient refidencc of the Per fian monarchs, and the capital ^!j/J 
of their empire ; that from thence thofe mighty armies 
had been fent, which had over-run and laid wafte great 
part of Europe ; and that therefore it was incumbent upon 
tbem to revenge, on that proud metropolis, the many in- 
juries and calamities which their anceftors had fuffered* 
The commanders,'^ encouraged by this declaration, allow- 
ed their foldiers to praftife all manner of cruelties agalnft 
the miferable inhabitants, who were maflacred in the moft 
barbarous Manner. After this cruel execution, Alexander, 
leaving Craterus and Parmenio in the place, proceeded with 
a fmall body, to reduce the neighbouring cities and ftrong 
holds, which fubmittedattheapproach of his troops j he then 
returned to Perfepolis, and there took up his winter-quar- 
ters. In this city he is faid to have found one hundred and 
twenty thoufand talents, lodged in the treafury, to defray 
the expences of the war ■• 

During his ftay at Perfepolis, he gave himfelf up to andthpa* 
feafting and drinking, making daily entertainments for his Uct burnt* 
officers to refrefti them after the great fatigues they had • 
endured. In one of thefe entertainments, both the king 
and his guefts having drunk to excefs, fire was fet^ at the 

' Curt. lib. v. cap. 13. Jnftin, lib. xL cap. 144 
Vol. IV. R inftxgation 
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inftigation of an abandoned courtezan to the king^s pa^ 
lace, which foon reduced it to afhes. 

Yr. of Fl. From Perfepolis, Alexander marched early in the fpring 
1018. to Pafargada, in purfuit of Darius, who was fled to Ec- 

Ante Cbr. batan in Media. That unhappy prince had ftill an army 
^3°* of thirty thoufand foot, among whom were four thoufand 

" Greeks, who continued faithful to the laft, Befidesthefe, 

he had four thoufand Dingers, and three thoufand horfe,. 
moft of them Ba£):rians, commanded by BcflTus, gov^rpor 
of that province. When he heard that Alexander was in 
full march towards Ecbatan, he left that city, with a de* 
fign to retire into Ba£i:ria, and there raife another army. 
But be was not far advanced when he altered his refolu- 
tion, and determined to venture a third battle with the 
forces he had affembled. While he was making the ne- 
ceflary preparations for this purpofe, Beffus, and Nabar- 
zanes, a Perfian lord of great diftinftion, formed a con- 
fpiracy againft him ; propofmg to feize'his perfon, and, if 
Alexander purfued them, to merit his pardon and protec- 
tion, by betraying their mafter into his hands j but, if 
they efcaped, their defign was to murder him,, ufurp the 
crown> and renew the war. They eafily won over the 
troops, by reprefenting to them, that Darius was dragging 
them to deftruftion ; that they were no ways in a condi- 
tion to make head againft fo powerful an enemy ; that 
they would inevitably perifli, if they followed Darius, 
crufhed under the ruins of an empire, which was ready to 
fall. Though thefe praftices were carried on with great 
fecrecy, yet they reached the fovexeign'is ear ; but he could 
not believe his officers were fuch traitors. Patron, who 
commanded the Greeks, eanieftly intreated him to en- 
camp amongft them^ and truft the guard of hi^ perfon ta 
men on whofe fidelity he might depend. - Darius replied, 
that he had rather fuffer any misfortune among thofe of his 
own nation, than feek for fhelter among ftrangers, how 
faithful ' and afFe£lionate foever they might be ; and that 
he could not die too foon, if his own Perfians thought 
him unworthy to live. He foon had occafion to repent 
• of his not following Patron's advice ; for Beffus and Na- 
barzanes, feizing his perfon, bound him in chains of gold> 
and (hutting him up in a covered cart, fled with him to- 
wards Baftria. The cart was covered with flcins, and 
ftrangers were appointed to drive it, without knowing 
who the prifoner was they had in their cuftody •. Beflfus 

* Cart. lib. v. cap. z8, 22, 23. AxriaUi lib.iiia p. 67. 

was 
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Iras jpmckimed commander in chief, in Darius's room, by 
the Badirian horfe 5 but Artabazus, and his Tons, witli 
the forces they commianded, and the Greeks under the 
commanii of Patron, retired from the body of the army 
tinder Beflus, and marched over the mountains towards 
Parthiene p. In the infean time, Alexander arriving at 
Ecbatan, was inforihed that Darius had left that city five 
days before/ Here the Theflalians expre'ffing great reluc* 
tancy. to accompany hihi any' farther, he gave theni leave 
to return to their own country •, and, at their departure^ 
divided two tjioufand talents aniong them, over and above' 
their full pay : to fuch as were willing to continue in his 
fervice, he gave three talents a-piece **. He then com- 
manded Parmenio to lay up, in the caflle of Ecbatan, the 
remaining part of the treafures, which, according to 
Strabo % amounted to one hundred and eighty talents; an4 
afterwards to march with the Thracians, and great part of 
the cavalry, into tbe country of the Cadufians. He dlf- 
patched orders to Clitus, who had fallen fick at Sufa, to 
repair, as foon as he recovered, to Ecbataii, and from 
thence to follow him into Parthia, with the cavalry and 
Ex thoufand Macedonians, that were left at Ecbatan. A- 
lexander, with the reft pf his army, purfued barius ; and 
on the eleventh day arrived at Rages, having marched in 
that fpace of time, three thoufand three hundred furlongs. 
Moft of thofe who accompanied him, died through the 
fatigues of fo long and expeditious a march ; infomiich, 
that on his arrival at Rages, he could mufter but fixty 
horfemen '. Finding that he could not come up with 
Darius, who had already pafled the Cafpian Streights, 
be ftaid five days at Rages, in order to refrefh his army, 
and fettle tlie affairs of Media. From thence he advanced^ 
and encamped the firft day at a fmall diftarice from the 
Cafpian StrCights, which he pafled the next without op- 
pofition. He had fcarce entered Parthia, when he was 
informed by Bagifthenes, a Perfian nobleman, that Beflus 
and Nabarzanes hadconfpired againft Darius, anddefign* 
ed to feize upon his perfon. In confequence of this in- 
formation, leaving the main body of the army behind, 
under the command of Cratcrus, he advancea, with a 
fmall troop of horfe lightly armed ; and having m^arched 
two days and nights without halting, except a few hours, 

P Cart. lib. v. cap. 43. Afnan. lib. Tv. p. 68. ^ Curt, 

lib. vi, cap. ^. Arfian. lib. iii. Plut. in Alc^. t Strabo, 

lib. XV. p. 741. " Arrian. lib. iii/ Plut. in AI«x. 

R 2 arrived 
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arrired on the third, at a village, where Beflus with hid 
Ba£lrians had encamped the day before. Here he under- 
ftood, that Darius had been feized by the traitors ; that 
BeflTus had caufed him to be (hut up in a clofe cart, which 
he had fent before, that he might be the more fare of his 
t)ierfon ; and that the whole army, except Artabazus, and 
the Greeks, who had taken another route, obeyed BefTus, 
and acknowleged him for their general. This was a freih 
motive for Alexander to haften his march : taking there- 
fore along with him a fmall body of light-armed horfe^ 
(for the others could not pofCbly proceed any farther) he 
fet out again the fame night ; and early next morning was 
acquainted by Orcillus and Mithracenes, two Perfian of- 
ficers, who, in deteftation of the treachery of Beflus, had 
gone over to him, that the Ba£lrians were not above five 
hundred furlongs off; and that they could lead him to 
them by* a nearer way. Taking them, therefore, for his 
guides, he fet out again the fame night \ and, after havii^ 
marched three hundred furlongs,' was met by the fon of 
Mazxus, formerly governor of Syria, who informed btm, 
that Beflus was not above two hundred furlongs off; and 
that his army, as not apprehending any danger, was 
marching in great diforder. Alexander redoubled his 
pace, and at laft came in fight of the enemy. His unex- 
pe£led arrival ftruck the barbarians, though far fuperior in 
humber, with fuch terror, that they immediatelv betook 
themfelves to a precipitate flight ; and, because Darius 
refufed to follow them, Beflus and thofe that were about 
DArius Cd- ^^"'^ difcharging their darts at the unfortunate prince, left 
dotkamus him wallowing in his blood, to the mercy of the Mace*- 
JUiiH» donians. Then they feparated, and took different routes, 

Beflus flying towards Hyrcania, and Nabarzanes retiring 
into Bactria, that they might elude the purfuit of the 
enemy, or, at leaft, oblige him to divide his forces. 
They were attended only with a few horfe, the reft> now 
deftitute of leaders, difperfing themfelves, as fear or hope 
clirefted their fteps. Alexander, feeing in what confu- 
fion the chemies were, fent Nicanor, with a troop of 
light-armed horfe, to ftop their flight 5 and followed in 
perfon, at the head of three thoufand Macedonians. 
Nicanor put near three thoufand of the ftragglers to the 
fword, but could not come up either with Beflus or Na- 
barzanes : at length the king fent him orders to give qctar-^^ 
ter to all thofe that fliould throw down their arms, and 
fubmit. In tlie mean time, the horfes that drew the cart 
in which was Darius, halted of their own accord, fot 

the 
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Itie drivers had been killed by BelTus, near a village about 
four furlongs from jhe high-way, whether Polyftratus a 
Macedonian, being prefled with thirft, in the purfuit of 
the enemy, was foon after cpndufied by the inhabitants, 
to refrefli himfelf at a fountain. As he was filling his 
helmet with water, he heard the groans of a dying man.; 
and looking round him, difcovered a cart, with a team of 
wounded horfes. As he drew near, he faw Darhis lying 
in the cart, and very near his end, having feveral darts 
ilill (licking in his body: however, he had ftrength 
enough to beg fome water, which Polyftratus, being a 
Perfian captive, informed of this barbarous tragedy, rea- 
4iily fupplied. Daxlus, having afTuaged his thirft, turned 
to the Macedonian, and told him with a faint voice, that, 
in the deplorable ftate to which he was reduced, it was no 
fmall comfort to him, that his lafl: words would not be 
toil. He then charged him to return his hearty thanks to 
Alexander, for the kindnefs he had fliewnto his wife, mo- 
|:her, and children ; and acquaint him, that with his lad 
breath, he befou^ht the £ods to profper him in all his 
tmdertalcings, and make nun fole monarch of the univerfe. 
He added, that it did not fo much concern him as Alex- 
ander, to purfue and bring to condign puniftiment thofe 
traitors, who had treated with fuch cruelty, their lawful 
fbvereign, that being the common caufe of all crowned 
heads. Then taking Polyftratus by the hand, ** Givje 
Alexander," faid he, •* your hand, as I give you miae % 
^iUd carry him, in ray name, ^he only pledge I am able to 
give, in this condition, of my gratitude and affcflaon.'* 
Having uttered thefe words, he expired in the arms of 
Polyftratus. Alexander coming up a few minutes after, 
and beholdine his body, burft into tears« bewailing • 
the cruel lot of a prince, who, faid he, defcrved a better 
fate. He immediately pulled off hi« own military cloak, 
and covered the corpfe, cauHng it to be embalmed, and 
fent in a rich and magnificent cojSin to Sifigambis, that 
Jt might be interred with the other Perfian monarchs *. 

Thus died Darius, in the fiftieth year of his age, and. 
lixth of his reign. He was a mild and pacific prince^ and 
hi^ reign was unfullied with injuftice, cruelty, or any of ' 
thofe vices to which moft of his predcceflbrs had been 
addi£led. In hin;^ the Perfian empire ended, after it bad 
l^cd, fxom the firft of Cyrus, two hundred and fix years^ 

t Cort. lib. V. cap. 15. Juftin. lib.xi. cap* 15* Arrian. lib. iii. 
P«^9i 7^* ^\\xu in Alex« Jttftin. lib. ii. ipap. 5* 
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t:jndex thirteen kings ; namely, Cyrus, Cambyfc5, Saier-i 
dis, Darius Jlyftafpes, Xerxes L Ar^axerx^s Longlrnanus,, 
iScrxes II. Sogfiianus, Darius Nothus,. Artaxcrxes Mrie-* 
j:non, Artaxerxes Ochus, Arfes, Dariys Codomannus. 
Upon the death of Darius, all his commanders fubmitted 
to the conqueror, by whom they were reftor^d to their 
former honours and employments : but, above all others^ 
he diftinguifhed Artabazus, in honour of his conftant and 
unfhaken fidelity to his mafter \ and Oxdthres, Darius's, 
brother, whom he ever treated in a manner becpmii\g his 
high ftation, and noble birth i he was eyen, to his great 
difhonour, prevailed upon t;o receive an<l pardon Nabar- 
i^anes, who, together with Be{ru§, had murdered Darius ; 
but Beflus having fled into Baftria, and there aflumed the 
title of king, Alexander, in the beginning of the next 
Ipnng, marched againft him. He had no fooner reached 
the confines of Baftria, than eight thoufahd men of that 
province, who had hitherto followed Beflus, abandoning 
Bin?, withdrew to their refpeftive homes. At the head of 
the few that continued faithful to him, he croflTed the ri- 
ver Oxus, and retired into the province of Sogdiana, with» 
a defign to raife a new army. Ii;i order to prevent Alex-^ 
ander from purfuing him, he burnt all the boats he had 
ipade ufe of in pafling, hoping, that as the river was no 
'\jrhere fordable, and the country afforded no timber, A- 
lexander would be obliged to defift from the purfuit. But 
rio difficulties were unfurmountable to that conqueror, 
who, finding no timber to make boats or floats, caufed the 
hides, which covered the fpldiers tents and carriages, to be 
filled with ftraw, and tied together. By this expedient, 
he fupplied the want of timber, and pafTed his whole 
army over that large and deep river, in the fpace of five 
days (R). When the Baftrians, \vho vere encamped at 
a place called Nautaca, heard that Alexander had croiled 
the river, and was on full march to fall upon them, Spi- 
tamenes, together with Gatanes and Dataphernes, formed 
^ confpiracy to feizeBefTus^ and purchafe their own fafety^ 

J (R) It 19 more likely that water: a man that wants to 

heprai^ifed an expedient which pafs a deep river, throws him« 

he learned of the Periians, who felf upon one of thefe inflated 

ufe it to this day. They have (kins, which fupports him from 

a method of blowing up the finking, and by ilriking with 

frins of beafts with wind, in hi^ -feet, pufhes himfelf ovfec 

fuch a manner, that they will to the other fide, 
lu^ain a great* weight upon the 

by 
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\fj delivering him up to Alexander. Accordingly, tear- 
ing in pieces his diadem and royal robea, of which he had 
ftript his fovereign Darius ; and, carrying him loaded 
with chains to the Macedonian camp, Spitamenes pre^ 
iented the traitor to Alexander, not only hound, buft 
-quite naked, holding him by a chain round his neck ; a 
fight no Ie£5 agreeable to the Perfians, than to the Mace- 
donians. Alexander having amply rewarded Spitamenes 
and his companions, and caufed the traitor's nofe and earg 
^o be cut off, delivered him into the hands of Oxathres, 
Darius's brother, to fuffer what farther punifhnient he 
ftiould think proper to infiifl:. The traitor being pufl 
to death, Alexander faw himfelf in quiet poflefEon of thef 
nvhole Perfian empire* Such is the account we have col- 
lided from the Greek and Latin hiftorians, concerning 
^he affairs of the ancient Perfians : in the following fec- 
tion we fliall hear the orientals on the Came fubje£t (S)« 

S E C T. V. 

7he Hjftory of Perjta, from Oriental Writers. 

np H A T the ancient Perfians kept records, appears from^ 
'*' the concurring teftimony of hiftorians both facred 
s^nd profane. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah fpeak 
frequently, not only of the immutability of the Perfiaq 
laws, which implies that they were recorded, but alfo of 
public afts and regifters. In the book of Efther, we have 
frequent mention of thefe; and alfo of the Chronicles of 
the kingdom, or rather of the kings of Perfia, wherein 
«very thing of moment was fet down. As to profane 
v^riters, Herodotus " and Xenophon * are fufficient to fatisfy 
^ny impartial perfon^ refpe61:ing the wifdom and virtue of 
the ancient Perfians, and their care of all things which had 
regard to the welfare and honour of their country. 

Stippoitng it therefore as clear as the nature of the Hoivihs 
thing will admit, that the Perfians had attiongft them, of ancjsnthif- 
' <>ld, the hiftories of their kings arid heroes, we are next J^7»V*-^' 
Co (hew how thefe can be reafonably believed to be yet ex- fir^g^^ 
tout. Of this facV, however, we are not pofitlvcly cex- 

« Lib. i. ix. paflim. * Cyropaed. padim. 

(S) In dating the times of Canon, and the recordfl of the 
l^e Perfian empire, we have Greek and Latin authors, 
followed all along Ptolemy's 

K 4 tain: 



248 The Htfiory of the Perjtani. 

tatn : all that we can fay is this, that the Perfians havings 
tived under their own laws down to the time of Yezdeg- 
berd> there feems to be no difEculty in allowing that^ till 
then, their hiftories were frequent amongft them ; for 
though the Macedonians might burn and deftroy thek re-^ 
cor4s> yet it is incredible that they ihould deftroy all the 
books in the empire* Befides, we know, that the modem 
Feriees have the Zend or original code of Zerdhufht» 
with many other ancient books. Now, it being generally^ 
9grfteda that 2^rdhu{ht flouriihed in the days of Darius 
Hyftafpes, it will be hard to afSgn a rcafon why fome of 
their ancient hiftories might not be p referred, as well as 
thefe books of their law« But farther ftill, Mohammed 
Ben Emir Khoandfchahj^ commonly called Mirkhond or 
Mirkhound, with other modern Perfian authors, con-v 
^antly and uniformly aflert, that they write from fuch au- 
thorities \ atid therefore we have no juft reafon to doubt 
them, unlefs we could prove thq falfity of their pre-* 
tenfions (T), 
O* niDhat It is from the author before mentioned that we takcj, 
authoritm for the xnoft part, what is delivered in the following pages 
^•^'f ^"'^J'^f concerning the oriental hiftory of Perfia. He is allowed 
isfouttdid^ to have been a perfon of great learning and judgement^ 
by fuch a& are well verfed in oriental hiftory; and hia 
works are etleemed as oracles throughout the Eaft. We 
may juftly hope,, therefore jj that what we tranfcribc from 
him, with the addition of fuch circumftanccs as we can 
meet with elfewhere, will render this feftion as ufeful, and 
as agreeable as could be expefted on fo abftrufe a fubje£t. 
Without farther introduftion, therefore, let us proceed 
to the catalogue of kings aftbrded us in his writings. 

(T) This famous hiflorian title, of Raoudhat at Safa; he 

is quoted hy various names, was a perfon of great natural 

and thofp names have received parts, and of much learnings 

fome alteradon from the dif- perfectly well ikilled in the 

fer^ntorthographiesufedinori- Periian antiquities, and wrote 

ental (tppellations :. fometimes from, the befl hiftones extant 

he is called Mirchond, fome- in his time ; for this reaion^ 

times Mirkhond, and fome- we find him often quoted by 

times Chojidemir : he wrote a the very learned Uf^ Hyde, 

general hiftory from the begin- and indeed by all the writers^ 

ning of the world to the year of note on Perilan a&dr^« 
<jf the hegira 900, under the 
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A Table of the Kings ef Perjia^ to the Time of Alexander the 

Great y according to Mirkhond. 

The Firft Race, 
Or, the Dynafty of the Piichdadians. 

]• Kejomaras or Cajoumaras - - . - * 40 

• 2. Siamek ------- 

Kejomaras refumes the kingdom - • 

3. Hufhangh or Houfchenk - - • - 50 
4« Tahmurafh ------- 30 

5« Giemihid or Giamfchid 

Dahac, Zahak, Zoak - - - . ' . 

6. Aphrid&n, Phredfin, or Feridoun - - - 

7* Manugjahr, or Manougther, furnamed Phirouz 120 

8, Nodar - -- • --- 7 

9. Apberafiab or Afraiiab • - - . - • iz 
10. Zab, Zaab, or Zoub • • • - - 

The Second Race, 
Or, the Dynaily of the Kaianites. 

]• Kaikobad - - - - - . . 100 

2. Kaikaus ---...- 150 

.3. Kaikhofru • • - -^* • - 60 

4. Lohrafp or Lohorafb - * • - - 1 20 ^ 

5. Guihtafp, or Gullafp, or Kifchtafp - - 120 
0. Ardfchir, furnamed Bahaman - • -112 

7. Queen Homai - - • - - - 32 
8* Darab I...- - ... 4. 
9, Darab II, - «* ---.--. 14 

A Table of the fame KmgSy with the Years of their Reigns^ 
according to other Oriental ff^riters. 

The Firll Race* 

1. Kejomaras or Cajoumarat •■ « » - ^6o 
Siamek, ilain after a (hort reign . - - 
Kajoiiiaras refumes the kingdom^ and reigned • 30 
An interregnum • ,. - - - - 200 

2. Hufliang Qjc Houfchenk, furnamed Pifchdud • 50 

3. Tahnturalb ------- 7oo» 

4. Gieii(hid or Giamfchid ----- 30 

5. Dahik, Zahak, Zoak ----- 1000 
o. Aphridun, Phridun, or Feridoun - - - 12a 
7« Manugjahr or Manougeher, furnamed Phiroua^ - 50a 
8» Nodar --- ...- - ^ 
9* ApheraGab or Afraiiab • • • - 12 

J o. Zab, Zaab, or Zoub »• -. - • -. 30 

!!• Guftafp, fonofZoub • - - • •• 30 

Tho 



«.K 



^t(y "Th^ Hifhry of the Perfiens^ 

THe SecoQd ^aco. 

1. Kaikobad .••-- --120 

2. Kaikaus «.-- • • -150 

3. Kaihofru - - ----*6o 

4. Lohrafp or Loboraib f • - - - 120 

5. Guftitifp, or Guftafp, er Kifchtafp • - - 120 

6. Ardfchir, furnamed Bahaman - - - - i^z 

7. Queen Homai - - - - - - 32 

8. Darab I. - -- - - - - 14 

9» Darab 11. - - - - - 

ne fMtuTt ^^ ^^ fufficiently evident, ftom tlic )(c^m |»t dowa ia the 

tktrtaf in two tables above, that there is ^i gseat mixture of fable and 

f^int of uncertainty vet tjb^ accounts \9^e bs^ve of tkefe pri^p^s reigns ; 

fj^* . but there may, netwithftandkig this, be a great deal of 

tffnth iri" thefe relations ; and by comparing thcmr with 

what the Greek and other writers of the P(irfian affair^ 

have given us of the fame times» it may be very pofBble to 

cxtraS: a better idea of the ancient Perfian' empire, than 

could have busen had witkout opnfultiog the oriental 

yriters at all. 

. I^ejomaraa or Cajoumeras, is allowed by all tlM oruMital 
^thors. to have been the fir-ft king of the firft race, fut- 
Bamed the Pifchdadians^ from PiCchdad, which (igniiies a 
fufijudgey and- was the furname given to Hufhangh, the 
fecond king of the race, afterwards, however, attributed to 
them aH. The manner whereby Kejomaras afcended the 
throne was this : in the province cf Adarbayagjan,. tli<? 
inhabitants feeling the fad efFefts of anarchy, and finding 
that liberty could uot be enjoyed^ where every one was 
free to do what he pleafed, unanimoufly refolved to ele£k 
one perfon, who fliould be obeyed by all, and to whofe 
judgement they would fubmit. His confpicuous virtues 
^dtermijied them on this occafion to Kejomaras, whom 
therefore they immediately owned for their monarch, in- 
vefted him with royal robes, and put a bonnet, called tagi, 
en his head, kiffing his feet in token of fubmiffion; which 
cuftoms laft mentioned were preferved in ufe by his fuc- 
ceffors J^. His elevation had" a proper efFe£): on the mind 
of this new king: he applied himfelf to every branch of his 
duty; he erefted courtsof juftice; he taught men to build 
houfes, and to live in villages; he invented various marxu- 
faftures, fuch as the making woollen cloth, and fpinning 
^nd weaving Qlk : ia a word, he civilized his people* and 

Z Mirkbond Proem. UiJl« 

merited 



merited by his wifdom, juftice, and goodncfs, tbat dig-, 
nity, which, out of modefty, and a forefight of the cares it 
would be attended \vlth, he for a long time refufed *. 
The happinefs enjoyed by fuch as lived under fo excellent 
a prince, invited the neighbouring people to put them- 
feives under his proteftion. Thus his empire was ex- 
tended by the fame means that it began, viz. through an^ 
opinion pf his worth ; and he, upon their fubmiffion* 
treated his new fubj efts, with the fame care and kindnefs 
as he had always fhewn to the reft. He fent his brothei; 
to take a view of thefe new acquired dominions, axjd went 
afterwards to vifit them in perfon. In the province o£ 
Chorafan he met with his brother, and embracing hin^ 
tenderly, he, to perpetuate the memory of that inter-, 
view, erefted the city of Balch, where it happened; that 
word being derived from a verb, which fignifies to em^. 
brace. He was alfo the founder of many other cities of 
Perfia, particularly of Kabulftan, Sigiftan, Gom, &c. • 
This prince had two fons ; the name of the elder was 
Nazek, a young man of wonderful prudence, who ad- 
di£led himfelf entirely to ftudy \ for the convenience of 
which he wit.hflrew from hi? father's court, and lived with 
his wife in a little hermitage, where he gave himfelf over 
to contemplation : his father,, who was alfo a very 
learned man, jwent frequently to vifit and converfe with 
his fon in his cell. Once going thither on the fame errand 
he found his fon dead, with feveral wounds on his body \ 
and, on a ftrifl: enquiry he was informed, that this cruel 
faft was committed hy certain robbers of Tabreftan, 
Thefe Kejomaras purfued into their own country, defeated 
them, and after having put many to the fword, made 
flaves of the reft, and employed them in his buildings ^. 
The other fon of Kejomaras, or rather his grandfon, was 
Siamekj with whom the wife of Nazek was big when 
her hufband was murdered. This child, as foon as he 
"was born, Kejomaras adopted, bred him up with the ut- 
moft care, and having inurufted him in all the arts of 
reigning, he, with the confent of the people, transferred 
the fovereignty to him, and made him king in his own 
iifc-time. 

Siamek proved a gracious and warlike prince. Withia 
a Ihort time after his acceDTion, fome of his neighbours en*. 

« Tank Montekheb, i. ft the Scica Chronicle. » Mirk-* 

hond Hift. fca. i, * D'HcrbcUt. Biblioth. Oriental tit* 

Caiamurath. 
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tered his dominions In a hoftile manner ; whereupon h^ 
immediately raifed an army, marched againft them, and 
gave them battle, where, fighting valiantly, he received 
a mortal wound ; he was carried out of the battle, and 
died in the arms of his wife, whom he left, as hi$ father 
had left his mother, big with child, conjuring her with his 
laft words, if flie brought forth a fon, to put him conti- 
nually in mind of his unfortunate death, and to exhort 
him to revenge it on the people, who, in fa fliort ^ time, 
had deprived him both of his life and empire. Kejomaras 
being forced by this unlucky accident to re-afcend the 
throne, the firft ftep he took was to celebrate the obfe- 
quies of his deceafed fon with great magnificence ; his 
next care was to take vengeance of thofe who had flain 
Siamek ; after which he is (aid to have reigned with great 
applaufe thirty years ^ : but how long he reigned Before 
he refignedthe crown to Siamek, is uncertain. 
Hn/baMg, Huihang, or Houfchenk, furnamed Pifchdad, was 3 
perfon of great parts, as well as great courage ; and equally 
famous throughout the Eaft, for the extent of his know- 
Icge, and his mighty feats of valour. He is faid to have 
given a regular body of laws to his fubje£ts ; whence he 
was called Pifchdad. He alfo divided his country, and 
eftablifhed governors throughout, encouraged the work- 
ing pf mines, and invented moft of the inftruments of 
agriculture ; as alfo the art of conveying water through 
fubterrancous paflages, for moiftening their grounds. Xo 
him likewife they afcribe the taming of leopards, and 
other beads of chace, and the introducing furs, for the 
keeping the body warm in winter. As he made his king- 
dom flourish through his wifdom, fo he extended it by his 
courage •, and, after a reign of fifty years, was killed by 
the fall of a piece of rock thrown irom the mountains of 
Damavend, by an army of barbarians, who came to invade 
his territories. Some are of opinion, that he made the 
province of Chufiftan the feat of his empire, by erefting 
there the famous city of Sufa, or Suflian *(U). 

Tahmurafh, 

^Shariftani apud Hyde Relig. et. Perfar. cap. sc. p, 17c* 
« Lebf. Tarik Mirkhond. Hift. fctt. iii. 

(U) There is hardly an an- which bears the dtlc of Huih« 
cient prince in the world, ang Nameh, i. e« HuJban^M 
whofe name is more famous in H^ory^ which, for the many 
romance than that of Hufh- wonderful things it contains, 
ang ; there is a Ptrfian book has been cranflated into the 

Tarkift 
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Tahmurafhy fumaiped Diubend, i. e. the humbler of the fahmu* 
devil, fuppofed by fome to be the fon, by others the grand- ^^fi^ 
fon of Hufhangy and by a third party his coufin, fucceeded 
that famous monarch, and governed with great reputation ; 
for finding that the wars of his/predeceflbr h^d intro~ 
duced both poverty and confufion in his dominions,, he, 
in order to remedy the firft, remitted all taxes for three 
years ; and to reduce things into order, made new lawd, ^ 
and took care, that the magiftrates ihould every where put 
them in execution. He is the firfl Perfian prince recorded 
to have had a viHer, or prime minifter : it is very poffi- 
ble, thfrt: the diforder *in which he found the affairs of 
his empire, engaged him to make ufe of fuch an officer. 
This king fortified the frontiers of Perfia, to prevent fud- 
den ihvafions, and difplayed fo happy a mixture of wif- 
dom and valour in his difpofition, that feveral of the 
neighbouring nations, ilruck with the felicity of his fub- 
jcfts, voluntarily fubmitted, and acknowleged him for 
their fovereign. At laft, after a glorious reign of thirty 
years, a peftilence, which raged throughout his dominions, 
and deftroyed, with equal rapidity, both man and beaft, 
cut the thread of his life at Balch, to the great grief of his 
fubjeds. 

Gjemfhid, or Giamched, or rather Gjem Schid, his Gjem/bid, 
name being Gjem, to which Schid, as a furname, was 
added, becaufe of his wonderful beauty, Schid, in the Per- 
fie language, fignifying the fun \ his eyes having fuch a 
iuilre, that none could look him fleadily in the face \ 
jtbough fome authors are of opinion, that he received this 
■addition to his name, not from the beauty of his perfon, 
h\xX. from the glory that refulted from his a£lions. It; is 
-not very certain, whether this prince wa^ the fon of his 
predeceiTor, his nephew, or his grandfon ; but all agree 



Turkifli tongue. The fame 
fabulous writers afcribe to this 
monarch a certain book, bear- 
ing the title of GiavidanKhird, 
i. e. the W]fdom of all Tip^es: 
this is a very famous piece, 
and 16 certainly very ancient, 
And has been tranflated into 
variou« languages, particularly 
into Arabic, by the fon of the 
yiiier of the oaliph Almamon ; 



and into Turkifh, under the 
title of Anvar Sohaiii ; it has 
alfo been in part rendered into 
French, and is in itfelf a very 
excellent treatife, whence, in 
all probability, it came to be 
attributed to this monarch, fo 
famous for giving laws, and 
teaching wifdom and civility to 
his people ^ i )- 



(x) Vide D'Herbelot. Art. Houfciienk. 



that 



I 

d 54 ^e Hlftory of the PerfidnL 

ttiat \it was of the family of Kcjomaras, and had \ juft 
right to the throne. The reputation of his anceftors in- 
fpired him with a laudable ambition of equalling at leafi, 
if not excelling them. With this view, he encburaged all 
learned and wife men to come to his court) where thty 
were preferred. Amongft the reft were two perfons of fin- 
gular abilities, on whom he chiefly relied ; one a Jew, 
fays our author Mirchond, whofe name was Fael IM 
Rabban, and the other a Greek, called Fithagores, i.e. 
Pythagoras : but this muft be a miftak^ ; for though we 
have no certainty as to the chronology of thofe tiihcs, 
yet it is eafy to difcern, from ftvcral circurfKianccs, 
that Gjemchid fiourifhed at a confiderabk diftance from 
Pythagoras. But fuch errors as thcfe are not unfrequent 
in oriental writers, through their want of underftanding 
thoroughly the hiftory of Greece ; of Which, howefer, 
they have moft of them a general idea. By the advice, 
in all probability, of thefe wife counfellors, Gjcmfehid 
divided his fubjefts into three claffes ; ^he firft confiftihg 
of foldiers, the fecond of hulbandmert, and the third of 
artifans ^ In his time mufic^ vocal and ihftrumental, and 
aftronomy, were firft introduced into Perfia. He was alfo 
the firft who built granaries, into which he caufed every 
year a certain quantity of corn- tt) be dcpofit^d, that, in cafe 
of any deficiency in tnfeir harvefts, a famine might be pre- 
vented. In his time likewife wine came to be efteemed, oif 
rather brought into general ufe, throughout his territories, 
from the following accident : a woman, who was much 
in Gjemfchid's good graces, was afflidted with an invete- 
rate head-ach, which all the phyficians in the court were 
not able to alleviate or remove : this woman went into 
the place where the king's wine was kept, and drank 
of it very freely 5 finding that it, in fome meafure, re- 
lieved her, Ihe returned thither again, after a paufe of 
fome hours, and drank yet a greater quantity, which com- 
pleted her cure. This circumftance flie told to the king, 
and it being divulged to the court, every body began to 
regard wine as a univerfal medicine, capable of removing 
moft ftubborn difeafes. Among the mofl illuftrious 
events of this great monarch's reign, we .may juftly place 
the reftification of the calendar, which be undertook 
and perfefted, inftituting two years, a civil or ordinary 
year, and an ecclefiaftic year, in which there was, in the 
fpace of one hundred and thirty years, a month interca- 

fMirkhond. Hift.fea.v. 
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lated «. He likewtfe inftituteA tfc'e Nattru«> i. e. tfie foleittrt 
obfervation of the new ytar ; Coticerning ^hfch xv-e have 
the following account 5 king Gjemfchidj going in proi 
grefs through his provinces^ arrived at Aderbayagjan ; 
tond.fhewing himfelf on a royal throne to his people, th^ 
fuh flione with fuch Juftre on his crown, adorned with 
precious ftones and feathers, that the people ftouted 
aloud> and faid, *< this is NaUf uz/' that is, the mw day ; 
whence the king took the opportunity of inftituting a fet 
tival, wherein, befides the prefents made to the prince 
it was ufual for him to receive and grant the petitions 
of all his fubjeds, to releafe Jjrifoners, and to do all 
other ads of clemency that ci)\ild be expeded from a fo* 
vereign. As to the particular ceremonies attending this 
feftival, the reader may probaWy be pleafed to know, that 
It lafted fix days. On the firft of thefe the king gralifed 
his people, or, if the phrafe may be allowed, his cotti- 
mons. Th€ fecond day he paid the fame regard to the 
learned men attending his court. Oil the third his priefts 
and privy Counfellors prefented their petitions. On the 
fourth he heard the fuitsof his nobility and kindred. On 
the fifth, he attended to thofe of his children- The fixth 
belonged to himfelf. In the evening of the fifth dav a 
-handfome young man was appointed to wait at the kinVs 
door all night. At day-break he entered the chamber 
without ceremony ; upon which the king, with an air of 
familiarity, alked him whence he came, whither he went 
what was his purpofe, and his name, wherefore he came 
and what he carried : to which interrogations the youth 
anfwered, ^' I am Al Manfur, i. e. auguft \ mv name is 
Al Mobarek, 1. e. the Uiffedy I came hither from God^ 
bearing the new-year." Then he fat down, and imme- 
diately the nobility entered bearing each a filver veflel, in 
which were wheat, barley, peas, vetches, pulfe, a fugar- 
cane, and two pieces of gold, frelh from the mint. Firft 
the wafir, or vizier, then the treafiirer, afterwards the 
nobility, according to their rank, each offered his filver 
veflel to the king. At the conclufion of the ceremony, a 
very great loaf, made of feveral kinds of corn, was brought 
in, and placed before the king, who having eaten fome 
of it, intreated fuch as were prefent to eat the reft, in 
thefe words, ** This is a new day of a new month, the 
beginning of a new year ; it is fit therefore that we renew 
eur ties to each other.*' Then rifing up, in his royal 

f Hyde JleK vet. Peifar, cap. ij^ 
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robes, lie folemnly blefled his nobility, bellowing on tbeM 
rich prefents^. The evening of this day the Perfians 
called Phriftaph, on which they did every thing that 
might teftify joy, and their ftrong hopes of feeing a plea- 
fant year. A great part of his reign Gjemfchid remained 
in Sigjiilan, thinking it the bed fituated province of his 
empire for his court, till affairs in the Eaft were tho- 
roughly fettled : then he changed it for the Proper Per- 
Ca, where he erefted the noble city of Eftechar, which 
moft take to be the Perfepolis of the Greeks, though 
fome believe it the city of Schiras. If what the ancient 
Pcrfian writers deliver of the extent of this city be true, viz. 
that it contained a fquare of twenty-four leagues ; then it 
is poflible, that both opinions may be true \ but if we 
meafure the probability of this account by the other 
« things related of this prince ; fuch as that he made the 
tour of the whole earth, was fkilled in the occult fciences, 
and poffefled a magic cup of incomparable virtues ; we 
may fafely reftrain the bounds of this city ; and though 
we allow it to have been very great, efpeciaUy for thofe 
times, yet we may conceive it not to have taken up more 
than a third part of the fpace they have affigned it. It is 
univerfallv allowed, that Gjemfchid gave himfelf up en- 
tirely to tne ftudy of the arts of reigning ; and it is faid, 
that he was much affifted in his political oeconomy by 
contemplating the tranfa£lions among the bees ; and 
that he transferred man^ cuftoms from the hive into the 
court. Ainong other inventions> the fignet-ring is af- 
cribed to him, and that mode vsrhich ftill prevails through- 
out the £a(l, of preferring the left-hand to the right, as 
the more honourable; he likewife dire£led, that the dif- 
ferent degrees of people (hould be diftinguifhable by their 
garb ; in a word, he made it the whole bufinefs of his 
life to render his kingdom flourifliing, and his people 
happy ; in which aims he fucceeded to his utmoft wiih. 
But this great felicity proved the fource of the deepeft ' 
misfortunes; for, having reigned long and glorioufly, 
he pretended that he was immortal; fent pi£lures of 
himfelf throughout his empire; and ordered them to 
be worfhjpped with divine honours. His abfurd con- 
^du£l: foon loft him the hearts of the people; fo that 
the province of Sigjiftan, by the perfuafion of a certain 
great captain, who was related to the king, and whofe 
name was Ahad, took arms^ and when they had formed ' 

^ CafuiaiapudHydef p.237. 
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themfelves into a regular zrmjt inarched under the com- 
mand of Zoak dr Dahac, towards SchiraS) where Gjem- 
fchid met him with a powerful army, which he had raifed. 
The engagement was fierce and bloody ; but, in the end, 
Gjemfchid was defeated and taken prifoner \ upon which 
the conqueror ordered him immediately to be lawn afun- 
der. This is the account given by Mirchond, and the 
beft Arabian hiftories ; others fay, that he efcaped from 
the battle, and wandered a miferable pilgrim through his 
own dominions. He left behind him a fon, whofe name 
was Phridun or Aphridun^ of three years old, whom his 
mother Fhramak found means to conceal from his ene- 
mies, and to breed up privately, till Providence enabled 
him to afcend the throne of Perfia ^. 

Dehoc, Dahac, Zahak, Zoak; fome authors affirm, Dihoc^ 
that the name of this prince is only an alteration of a 
nick-name beftowed upon him by the Perfians ; viz. Deh- 
ak, fignifying that he had ten ill qualities, which niade 
him hateful and abominable $ ai\d that his real name was 
Piurafli(X). As this monarch gamed the crown by his 
fword, 10 he governed feverely, and with little regard to 
his fubje£ls. He was,, however, a perfon of great ge- 
nius, and deeply {killed in the occult fciences ; in one 
word, he is reprefented to us as a completely wicked 
man ; one whofe abilities anfwered the evil intentions of 
his foul, and whofe perfon (truck beholders with horror ; 
for he had a meagre pallid vifage, eyes wild and fpark- 
ling, an air infolent and haughty ; at the fame time that his 
body was deformed, and his whole appearance terrible. 
The natural fournefs of his temper was irritated by a (harp 
and incurable difeafe, confiding in two painful ulcers, 
one on each flioulder, the anguiih of which refembled 
the pain occafioned by the bite of a ferpent ; whence the 
ftory inferted in a famous oriental romance, that the devi), 
having for many years obeyed him, demanded at laft as 
a full reward, that he might have leave to kifs his fhoul- 
ders ; which requeft being granted, an ugly ferpent imr 

k D'Herbclot, tit. Gjemchid. 
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(X) It 18 very uncertain of line from Ahad, the chief of 

what family this prince was ; theAdites. The truth feems' 

(bme report that he was lineal* to be, that he was an Arab b^ 

ly deft^ended from Siamek, the the father's fide ; but defcend- 

fon of Kejomaras ; others fay ed of the houfe of Kejomaras 

he was. an Arabian, the fon of by the mother. 
Uiuan, defcended in a dire<A 
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mediately took poft at cach> and gnawed itfelf a den m 
his fleOi. Either fome forcerer, or the deril in a dream, 
fuggeiled to Zoak an inhuman remedy for this evil, viz. 
that of waihing thefe ulcers frequently with the blood of 
men ; or* as others fay, applying to them the brains of 
men newly flain. At firft the tyrant put to death crimt« 
nab of all forts ; but when there were no more of thefe, 
he fell without mercy upon the innocent, that ke might 
in fome meafure mitigate his torments* The priefts and 
other perfons in authority employed all ths arguments 
they could ufe to engage him to haTe recourfe rather ta 
the blood or brains of {heep^ but to no ptirpofe ; thofe^ 
however, who were entrufted with the care of tho& vu^ 
happy wretches that were deftined to flaughter for the 
tyrant's eafe, often out of mere pity, let them make their 
eifcape ) fo that flying to the mountains, in order to pre* 
ferve themleWes and benefa£lors from danger^ they there, 
by degfiees, formed a particular natioflb, calkd fince 
the Curdes K During his whole reign, Zoak caufed 
Phridun, the fon of his predecefibr to be fearched for, 
but to no purpofe ; his mother took care to hide him out 
of the reach of Zoak, and his other enemies ; however 
the tyrant difcharged his wrath upon her father, by put* 
ting him to deaths together with many others, whom be 
fvlpeAed inclined to the intereft of the young Phridun. 
The chief caufe of thefe proceedings was a dreami where- 
in the tyrant beheld three men, who came to attack him ; 
thefe, he thought threw him down and bound him ; af* 
t€rward« one of them gave htm a mortal wound in the 
head ; then the other two loofened his girdle, tied his feet 
with it, and carried him into the territory of Danaa-. 
vand. Having applied to the moft ikilful interpreters of 
dreams in his dominions, to know what this iifnified, 
they imanimoufly agreed it portended the lofs of his king-i^ 
dom, and of his life, becaufe among the Perfians the 
girdle i& a mark of dignity. This Zoak coneeiTed 
could never be done but by Phridun and his psrty:. 
Among the numbers put to death on various accounts by 
Zoak, were the fons of a certain fmith, whofe name \iras 
Gao, or, as others write it, Kaoh. This man, driven to 
madnefs at the fight of hi& children's blood, ran up and 
4l^wn the ftreets, crying out for |u(tice and help againft 
the tyrant, holding up a leathern apron in his hand, as 
if it had been a ftandard. In a ihort time the people )ie 

I Mirkhond. Hid fca. vi, 
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tfau« aflembbd, became a very formidable army ; fo that 
be made himfelf m^fter of the ftrong forts and great 
cities, particularly of the city Heri, or Herat, the capital 
of Cborafan, where he ftaid for fome time, to put his af- 
fairs in oraer \ and when he fbvind that be was in a con- 
. ditioii to oQi^i Zoak battle, he made a long oration to en- 
courage ibe people, a^uring them, axpongft other things^ 
that he bad not taken arml with any view to his private 
advantage ; but that as foon s^s he had reflored them to 
their libertyi he would leave them to ele£t whom they 
would for king. The people, with one accord, offered 
the fovcreignty to him, which he as ppfitivcly refufcd ; 
telling Aem, that as the fenfe he had of his own injuries 
had put him upon firft taking arms, fo he would never 
confent to injure others } that Phridun, the fon of Gjem- 
(chid» was their lawful prince ( that they ought to brings 
bim immediately from his retreat, and put him at their 
4iead. Popular humours are eafily turned ; the army, on 
this fpeecb^ grew ^s loyal to Phridun, as they had been 
grateful to the fmith. Phridun <^erving the fpirit of his 
people, and being informed, thaji'Zoak's army were by 
BO means hearty in his interefH marched with the utmoft 
expedition to meet him ; and the armies engaging,, after 
a furious action, Zoak's troops abandoned him, and he 
was taken priibiier. Phriduti immediately ordered him to 
be conducted to the mountains of Damavand, and there 
imprifoned in a cave. This viQory being gained about 
the time of the autumnal equinox, the Periians inftituted 
a feaft in memory of it^ which they called Mihirgjan, 
Of rather Mihragjan .*. 

Phridun, Aphridun, or Feridoun \ this prince proved phridun. 
one of the ^reateft, wi&ftf and mo/l fuccefsful monarcbs 
that ever ruled in die Eaft. His firfe ad, after being 
quietly feated on the thr<»ne, was to make Kaoh the fmith 
general of his armies ; he then fent him toward3 the 
weftem parts of his dominions, in order to reduce fuck 
provinces as, (luring the troubles of the kingdom, bad 
ihaken offthe Periian yoke* Kaph fpent twenty years in 
this enterprize, in which fpace he added many nne cQun-* 
tries to the Perfian empire. At length the king recalled 
him, and made him governor of Aderbayagj^n, which he 
luled ten years, with equal fatisfadlion to the people, and 
the prince, and then died much regretted by. Phridun> 

m Hyd« Rel. vet. Perf. cap. S, p« 158. D'Herbelot. Bibliotb. 
Orient. art« FerldouH, Oaolr.. 
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wfraiy to cfo honour to his memory, gave all his eftate^ 
among his relations ^ then taking his fons into his own 
court, he bred them in a moft .honourable manner, and 
when they grew up, gave each of them greater poffeflions 
than their father had acquired \: To (hew his gratitude 
yet more, he made the leathern apron, which Kaoh had 
hung upon a ftick at the beginning of the infurreftion, 
the royal ftandard, of Pcrlra, calling it dirfefch Kaviani, 
i. e. the ftandari of Kaoh^ that he might perpetuate hi^ 
name and ferviccs to all pofterity. This ftandard he 
adorned with precious ftones, to wtiich his fucceflbrs con- 
tinually adding, it became at laft of fuch ineftimable 
value, that being taken by the Arabians in the battle of 
Cadefia, it enriched the whole army «. As Phridun wa» 
defirous of reftoring peace and good order throughout all 
his dominions, he fent perfons, not only of great abilities, 
but eminent for their integrity, to govern all the pro* 
vinces under his dominion. He married alfo, with a 
view of intereft only, the daughter of his predeceflbr 
Zoak, by whom he had two fons, Salm and Tur; but 
thefe proving, like their grandfather, haughty, obftinate, 
and cruel, he took a Perfian lady to his bed, by whom he 
had a fon named Irege, equally wife and courteous ; fo 
that he became at once the darling of his father and the 
delight of the people. At length Phridun feeling him- 
felf beginning to decline under the weight of age and in- 
firmities, fummoned his grandees together, and having in- 
formed them of his defign to quit the regal dignity, de- 
fired to know, which of his fons they wiflied he fhould 
make his fucceflbr. Thefe lords uuanimoufly anfwered, 
that, if he would no longer govern himfelf, they defired 
to have Irege for their prince : but^ to prevent his bro- 
thers refenting this preference, he gave Tur all the 
caftern provinces of the empire ; to Salm the provinces 
on the other fide 5 and reftrained Irege within the com- 
pafs of Perfia, Aflyria, and Mefo|)Otamia. From this di- 
vifion came the names of Turon and Iran, the one figni*- 
^ing that great extent of country which lies to the eaft of 
Perfia ; and the other, Perfia itfelf, and the provinces de- 
pendent upon it P- As for Tur, he built a noble city, 
which^he made the capital of his territories, . calling it 
after his own name Turon, and the country.Turqueftan. 

n Mirkhond. Hift. fe£t. vii. • D*Herbe1ot. Bibliotb. Ori- 
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TTiis city was feated in the province of Mauaralnabar, in 
the neighbourhood of the Cafpian Sea ; and hence the 
nation inhabiting that tra£l of country acquired the name 
of Turks ^. However large thefe ihares might be which 
Salm and Tur had receivecl from their father^, they ftill 
liated him, and their brother Irege, whofe ruin they con- 
<:erted together. Things being at laft ripe for execution, 
Salm and Tur marched each with great forces to Ader- 
bayagjan ; and having joined their armies, fent a fort of 
manifefto to their father, wherein they fet forth, that, 
.with juft reafon, they were difpleafed with the kindnefs 
which he bad Ihewn Irejfe, whom they fly led a baftard j 
and declared at the fame time, that they would never lay 
down their arms till he was depofed and the countries di- 
vided between them, which hitherto had been in his poC- 
feflton. Phridun, juftly difpleafed at this undutiful be- 
haviour, fent immediately his orders to Irege to draw to- 
gether all his forces, and march againil his. brothers. 
Irege, however, defiredthe king to haverecourfe to milder 
meafuies, in hopes of preferving the peace of the em- 
pire. Phridun was of a contrary opinion, and determined 
to reduce the rebels by amis. But Irege, unwilling to do 
.his brothers any violence, went with fome of his wifeft 
counfellors to their camp, ip order, if pof&ble, amicably 
to adjuft their differences. They, who wifhed for nothing 
mor^f immediately feized him and ftruck off his head ; 
which, being placed on a pole, they infolently fent to his 
father. Phridun was eiceffively grieved at his fon's mis- 
fortune, and therefore refolved to carry on the war againfl: 
Salm. and Tur; mean while he gave the dominions of 
Irege to hi^ fon Manugeher, who immediately marched 
with an army againft his uncles. They, defpifing his 
youth, quickly came to an engagement, in whiqh the 
two brothers were routed, and loft their lives by the hand 
.of Manugeher. After this glorious viftory, he returned 
in triumph to his grandfather Phridun, who was now 
growa blind. When he heard the acclamations of the 
people at the entrance of Manugeher, he afked who it 
was that prefumed to enter his prefence in fuch a manner. 
The young viftor then cried out, ** It is your grandfon 
Manugeher,. the avenger of the blood of Irege, who hath 
ilain Salm and Tur with his own hand." Phridun then 
received him with open arms, and with all the demon- 
(trations^of paternal fondncfs. Afterwards he took the 

4 Mirkbond Hift. obi fupra. 

S 3 tagi. 



aSi The Hifiory bfthe Ptrjians. 

Ugt, bt tiara, from his own head, and ptit it on that of 
Manugcher, or Manugjar, declaring him fotnereign of 
Terfia; appointing at the fame time one Soam, or Sohatn, 
a perfon of great wifdom and valour, to be his vificr*. 
Within a fhort fpace after this event, Phridun died> full 
of years and glory. 

As to the perfonal qualifications of this prince, be is 
celebrated, by oriental writers, as the Solomon of Perfia, 
one who made it his whole ftudy to govern his people ifi 
fuch a manner, as that they might enjoy greater felicity 
t^an if they had lived in a ftate of freedom. He eaitend- 
ed hiB dominions, with a view of extending happinefs 
to thofe whom he reduced under his obedience. He was 
a zealous worfhipper of the true God, and took fech care 
to fupprefs Zabiifm, that fome Mahommedan aathors 
have not fcrupled to aflert, that he was a mutfulman. It 
is alfo recorded of him, that he left this advice with his 
fucceffor : " Believe, my fon, that the days of your reign 
are fo many leaves of a book; be careful, therefore, to writte 
nothing in any page thereof, that you would not have 
feen by pofterity*." Many other wife fayings of this 

freat prince are icattcred in various authors, which we 
ave neither time nor opportunity to infert. Some Pet- 
ti an writers think, that Phridun was contemporary with 
Abraham. On the other hand» the learned Dr. Hyde has 
entertained a notion, that this Phridun is the Phraortes dl 
Herodotus .* 
WanwgB^ . Manu^'ahr, or Manugeher, according to fome authors, 
^"'* was not the fon of Irege, but his grandfon, by a daughter. 

It is not of much importance which of thcle opinions is 
true^ Certain it is, that he was a wife prince, and of a 
mild difpofition : his minifter, or vifier, was Soham, be-^ 
fore mentioned, whofe fame is ftlll great throughout all 
the Eaft. Manugeher, probably by his advice, ma:de fe^ 
vcral juft regulations in the government of Perfia : he 
afcertained, more exafily than any of his predecefibrs had 
done, the boundaries of the provinces, into each of which 
he fent a prefident, or governor, independent of whom 
he eftablifhed, in every great town or borough, a mayor 
or provoft \ fo that the governors had no opportunity of 
fe^tting up for themfelves ; and the provofts were obhged 
to behave prudently, for fear the governor (hould write 
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flgainft them t6 court. Obfcrving the bsrrrennefs of Pcr- 
■fia to be chtefiy owing to the want of water, be confidercd 
every way of fupplying this ^efeft : he caufed fine canals 
to be cut from the mighty rivers Tigris and Euphrates, to 
refrefli the barren countries in their neighbourhood ; he 
took care to colleft all the ftreams iffuing from the little 
fprings on the tops of the mountains, that their waters 
fnight^be made as ufeful ad poffible. To encourage bis 
^ul^e&s te cultivate their lands with care, he employed 
much time m ffardening, and took great pains to difcover 
the virtues of •herbs and flowers, cairfing fuch as were 
moft valuable to be tranfplanted from mountains and un^ 
couth places into his own gardens, or chofc of bis cour- 
tiers. But, while he was thus cultivating tbe arts of 
peace, Apherafiab, the defcendant of Tur or Tour, in- 
vaded his dominions with a great army of Turks, in order, 
«is he gave out, to avenge the death of his anceftor. Ma- 
•nugeher, finding himfetf too weak to refift fo formidable 
«n enemy, retired towards the country of Tabreftan. Some 
^authors fay, that a battle was fought between him and 
Apherafiatb, and that Manugeher was routed. However 
•that might have been, all are agreed, that the king of 
, Perfia withdrew into a fortrefs, and prepared to defend 
•liimfelf againft the attempts of his enemy. Apherafiab 
befieged him with all his army> but to no purpofe, an4 
^he winter drawing oh, the Turk, being afraid left his men 
4hould defert him, began to think of peace. Commiflioners 
vrtrt appointed on both fides, and a treaty concluded on 
r^hefe terms : that Apherafiab fliould poffel^ all the coun- 
try eaft of the river Gihon; and that he (hould leave Ma- 
nugeher, without moleftation, in pofieilion of Perfia and 
the provinces dependent on it. Such was the event of 
this cruel war, which threatened nolefsthan thefubver- 
-fionof the monarchy of Perfia < . As foon as Apherafiab 
-was retired into his own country^ Manugeher began to 
provide againft fuch invafions for the future, and ordered 
0II the governors to get ready their quotas of troops. 
Thefe meafures alarming Apherafiab, he gave orders to 
his forces to make inroads into Perfia; but the Turk had 
not the fame fuccefs in this as in the former war. The 
precautions of Manugeher perfeftly anfwcrcd his end ; 
lb that the enemy were not only repulfed wherever they 
made their courfes, but alfo loft a great number of fol- 
4iers, whp were taken prifoners. Apherafiab therefore 
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very willingly renewed tbe peace, and left Manugeher to 
a£b as he thought proper in his own dominions. That wife 
and good prince made the city of Sigjiftan for a time bis 
royal feat ; and when, by his prefence, be had put all 
things on that fide in good order, he fent thither Soham 
to preferve them in that ftate ; and went to refide in 
the centre of the empire, where he afliduoufly em- 
ployed himfelf in the cultivation of arts and fciences, 
and in every thing which might render his people 
powerful and happy. Soham managed fo, prudently in the 
province of Sigjiitan, that he gained the good-will of the 
people, as well as the favour of his fovereign ; but, in 
the midft of his happinefs, an accident fell out which fur- 
prifedhim not a little: his wife was brought to bed of a 
ibn with long yellow hair. Soham therefore gave him the 
name of Zal-zer, i. e. golden hair. This young man, when 
be grew up to years of difcretion, gave manifeft tokens 
of an exalted genius, infomuch that Manugeher fent for 
him and his father to appear, at court. Thither they went^ 
and the fight of the young nobleman augmented the 
efteem and gratitude Manugeher had for bis father and 
family. Loaded with new honours and dignities, Soham 
and his fon returned into their own country, and lived 
there with the fame fplendor and reputation they 1 had 
maintained before. One day it happened that Zal-zer went 
to hunt in the province, of Kabluftan, dependent on the 
kingdom of Tburan, but bordering northwards on the 
Feruan dominions. Meherab, who was at this time go- 
vernor of that province, being informed of his coming, 
went out to meet him, that he might (hew his refpe£l to 
the father by the honours paid to his fon. The cpnver- 
fation he bad with Zal-zer charmed him fo much, and 
made fo ftrong an ilnprei&on on his mind, tha^ he could 
not help talking of him to his family upon his return 
home. His praifes had fuch an efFe^ on the mind of 
Roudabah, his daughter, that (he fell violently in love 
with Zal-zer on his report \ and as' women's pailions are 
ever fudden and ungovernable, (he fent immediately one 
of her maids into the place where Zal-zer was encamped, 
that file might find an opportunity of converfing with him 
in private. Her pr ojed fucceeded perfcAly well: the 
young nobleman, perceiving the maiden gathering flowers, 
jentered into difcourfe with her, enquiring her condition, 
^nd with whom fhe lived. The girl, properly inftrudked, 
anfwered him, that ihe was the Servant of Roudabah, the 
daughter of Meh^fal; ; then, talkiiig pf the family, ex- 
patiated 
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patiated on the wit^ beauty, and fweet difpoGtioii pf her 
lady. Zal-zer immediately conceived a great eileem for 
this amiable perfon, which by degrees ripened into fo 
warm a pafiion, that he could neither eat nor ileep, until 
he ha,d concerted the means of fpeaking to her in perfon. 
An interview between two perfons, who equally, defir^d 
it, is very quickly procured. The lovers made the beft 
ufe of their time; that is, they exchanged the moft fo- 
lemn vcfws of fidelity, and engaged to marry each other, 
as foon as the confent of their parents could be obtained- 
To cover his amour, Zal-zer made a vifit at the fame time 
to the father of his miftrefs, by whom he was very kindly 
received ; and^ having flayed with him all night, fet out 
on his return to* his father in the province of Sigjidan. 
He acquainted Soham with all that had happened, and 
declared that it was impoffible for him to live, at lead in 
any degree of happipefs, without the pofleffion of the 
daughter of Meherab. Some difficulty there was in pro- 
curing the king's confent to this marriage ; for it was 
hitherto a thing without precedent for a Perfian to efpoufe 
a Turk. However, the many fervices of Soham, and the 
great merit of Zal-zer, greviailed fo far over Manugeher, 
that he at laft yielded ta all they defired. The nuptials 
were celebrated with prodigious magnificence, the inha- 
bitants of Sigjiflan and Kabluftan vying with, each other 
in their expreffions of joy on this occafion : nor were the 
confequences of this match lefs happy, than its celebra- 
tion was fplendid; for, at the end of nine months, the 
lovely Roudabah brought forth a fon, who was named 
Ruflan, the mighty hero of all the oriental romances \ 
The reader will hereafter perceive how the loves of this 
illuflrious pair obtained a place in the Perfian hiitory. 
Let us now retufn to Manugeher, who fpent all his time 
in putting the affairs of his ksiigdom in the befl order ima- 
ginable, with refpe£t both to peace and war^ that is, he 
took pleafure to encourage virtue, and to rentier every 
man's condition fo happy, as to engage him to fight for 
that government, on the continuance of which it depended. 
The perfonal qualifications, of this n^onarch have been 
already difplayed. It remains, however, ^hat we do him 
juflice in one particular, of greater importance than all 
the refl : he was a mofl zealous worfhipper of the true 
God, of which piety we have the mofl fhining inflandes 
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in the hiftory of his life and reign, written by Tsibari ^, 
an ancient Perfian author. 
JVff</«r* Nudar or Naudar fucceeded his father ; but bis reign 

was far from being happy. He was fcarce feated on his 
throne before his grandees began to form parties, and to 
raife feditions in his empire ; which weakened it fo fnuch, 
that the Turks imtnediately conceived hopes of couquer- 
mg it entirely. With this view Pa(hang, at that time 
•king of Touran, th^ dired descendant of Tur, the fon of 
Phridun) called his fons together; and having expatiated 
firft on the right which their family had to the kingdom of 
Perfia, and, fccondly, on the low ftate the Perfian a£Fairs 
w^re then in, be told them, that the intent ($f his calling 
them together, was to know w'hich of them had cooragfe 
enough to afTeM-t the pretenifions derived to him from his 
Qnceftors, and undertake the 'reduction of the provinces 
t)n the other fide Gjeihon. Apherafiab^ bis eldeft fon, 
fired with ambition, and .defirous of excelling bis bre- 
thren, immediately offered to raife an arnfiy, in order lo con- 
quer Iran. Accordingly he aflembkd four hundred thoxf- 
fand horfe and foot, and with this prodigious army entered 
Sigjiftan. Nudar, as foon as he was informed of this in- 
vafion, cftufed his beft troops to file off that way, and 
^avc the command of them to Sobam, the father of Zal- 
eer \ but he, being old and decrepid, was forced to march 
flowiy towards the enemy ; and even that pace fatigued 
him to much, that he died before he had reached the 
place of rendezvous ; an event highly pleafing to Aphe- 
raCiab, who very much dreaded the valour and conduQ: of 
this great man. Nudar, not doubting but Sobam and 
his troops were already arrived at the place he appointed, 
marched off bis army towards Mazanderan, where, on a 
fudden, and before he expefted it, they came within 
fight of the enemy. The camps being oppofite to each 
other, a Turkifh champion, whofe name was Bafmon, 
challenged any of the Perfian warriors to fingle combat; 
which challenge was readily accepted by Kobad, the 
jrf andfon of Kaoh, of *whom we faid fo much in the life of 
Phridun. The combat terminated in favour of the Pfer- 
fi^n, who having (lain his antagonift, fpoiled him of his 
arms, and carried them, as the trophy of his viftory, to 
bis tent. The Turks were prodigioufly incenfed at this 
incident, and refolvcd to revenge it fpeedily on Nudar 
and his army. Accordingly, having pofTefTed themfelves 
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of t)I the neighbouring pofts, they attacked the terfiani 
in their camp, where a moft obftitinte battle wa6 foughCp 
till at length there fell fuch a heavy (htower of raiti, at- 
tended wim fuch an extraordinary darknefs, that Nudat 
laid hold of this opportunity to retire^ and to order hi^ 
fons Tku6 and Guflam, who were at the head of feparate 
bodieS)- to march ^eedily to hi^ reiief. They obeyed his 
-eomynand, accompanied by Karen the brother of Kobad, 
who had found means to withdraw the royal treafures out 
of Sigjiftati, aiid to fend them to a place of faffety. A*- 
pherafiab obferving the meafureis t^kth by Nudar, and 
'coneeiving that his ^'ntent was to fpirt out the war, he, in 
order to prevent its running into a length, which, in the 
H&nd, would have been deftruftive to his troops, fent an 
officer, whofe name was Karabon, with pofitive orders to 
attack Karen, and the body of Perlians under his com- 
mand.' The order was executed with fuccefs. He killed 
their commander, and efFeftually difperfed the reft. Not 
long after this event, Apherafiab attacked Nudar in his 
camp; and having obtained a fignal victory, took that 
monarch prifoner in his flight, with many Perfian nobles. 
As foon as they came into his prefence Apherafiab ordered 
them to be cut in pieces ; but his brother, a prince of 
great humanity and wifdom, interpofed, and prevailed on 
him to 6ontent himfelf with putting them in prifon. The 
. next ftep, after this.viftory, was to poflefs himfelf of the 
•court and treafures 6f Nudar ; with which view Aphera- 
fiab inftahtly detached a body of thirty thoufand men ; 
thefei entering the province of Sigjiftan, made themfelves 
•mafters of the capital and of the royal palace, the Perlian^ 
being eyery where fo intimidated, that they dared not ftir, 
but fubmitted tamely to the yoke which ponqueft had im- 
pofed. Meherab, it feema, .after the marriage, had re- 
tired into Perfia, and lived in great honour and affluence 
there, till t^is fudden overthrow of the empire threatened 
him as well as the reft of its irihabitants. Being a man 
of great policy, he bethought himfelf of an expedient 
to divert immediate danger, by fending a meflcnger to 
ApheraGab with very rich prefents, and a letter to this 
purpofe : " That, though he lived in Perfia, he was by na- 
tion a Turk ; and not only fo, but, in fome meafure, allied 
to him in blood, being lineally defcended from Zoak: , 
wherefore he hoped his family, and this early teftimony 
of obedience, would be fufficient to recommend him to 
his fpecial protcftion." Having thus amufed the viftor, 
he gave notice to his fon-in-law Zal-zer, who, aflembling 
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privately fcveral fmall bodies of men, appointed them a 
place of rendezvous, where be joined them ; and findinjr 
they were numerous enough to attempt fomething againft 
the common enemy, he began to a£l ofFenCvely, and, i» 
alhort time, drove the Turks out of the province of Sig- 
jiftan. Of which fuccefs, when Apherafiab received in- 
telligence, it provoked him fo much, that he ordered the 
unfortunate Nudar to fufFer decapitation. As to the lengtb 
of this king's reign^ authors are divided, fome making it 
feved years, others enlarging it. to nine. Mirkhond, whom 
we generally foUgw, adheres to the former number. Some 
oriental writers'make this prince contemporary with Jofluia; 
otiiers place him much higher ^.. 
^^^ Apherafiab, or Afrafiab, notwithftanding this rebellion, 

or rather infurreflion, looking upon himfelf as monarch 
of Perfia, fent an account to his father Fafhangh of the 
happy fuccefs with which his expedition had been crowned. 
But it was not lomg before he had ne^rs of another nature 
to fend ; for the Perfians univerfally detefting his haughty 
andin(bleat temper, began to raife feditions in every part 
of the kingdom ; their averfion engaged them in fteps 
which carried their intrigues farther, and made them en- 
deavour to ftir up the brother of Apherafiab, who had, 
at firft, faved Nudar's life, to put in his claim to the 
throne, promifing him both aOiftance and obedience. . He, 
burnihg with an ambition natural to his family, liftened 
readily to the propofal, and advifed them to engaged Zal- 
zcrto invatle the provinces in the neighbourhood of Sig- 
jiftan in the fpring 5 affuring them, that the war being once 
begun, he would, appear in. their favour. Thefe negod- 
ations could not be carried on fo fecretly, but that Apera- 
fiab gained intelligence of them : he immediately concerted 
meafures to counteract his brother's defigns, and render his 
plan abortive ; which he efFefted by caufing him to be aflaf- 
finated, and then applied himfelf indefatigably to the ^aifing 
of troops, refolving to reduce all his opponents. Zal-zer 
being informed of thefe proceedings, and vehemently regret- 
ting the lofs of the young Turkifh prince, openly excited the 
Peifians to take arms, deriding their cowardice, and giv- 
ing them to underftand, that more than half the enemy's 
ftrcngth lay in the fears of the Perfians. His difcouifes, 
by degrees, had fuch an effeft, that the inhabitants of 
Perfia, afiTembling together in fmall bodies, marched by 
niglit, through fecret and bye- ways, to his camp 9 where, 
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vrhen they were all arrived, Zal-zer found himfclf at the 
head of a very formidable army*, i^pberafiaby who had 
his (pies every where, receiving an exadi: account of Zal- 
zer's fituation, immediately refolved to change his manner 
of making war, and to zQ. altogether on the defenfive. 
This caution gave the PerC^n captaip a great deal of trou-* 
ble ; but at laft he found an opportunity of brin^g Aphe* 
rafiab to a battle : it was very bloody, and fo obftinate, "^ 
that it lafted till it was dark, and then each army, retiring 
to its camp, found that neither fide had any reafon to boalt 
of viftory. This war continued for a long time without 
any deciuve a£lion ; whereby all induftry being deftroyed^ 
there followed firft a fcaircity, then a famine, and, at the 
end of this, a grievous peililence ; which, falling at once into 
both cam|)s, difpofed Apherafiaband Zal-zer, to peace* Ne- 
gociations were not long on foot before a treaty was con- 
cluded, whereby it vwas ftipulated, that Apherafiab (hould 
withdraw his troops and eiFeds withoi^t moleftation, and 
retire into Touran, while Iran, and all its dependencies 
{hould remain under the prote£tion of TisX-zcr. This peace 
being concluded and ratified, it would have b^een eafy for 
that nobleman to have raifed himfelf to the throne of 
Perfia ; but he, fcorning to barter immortal fame for a 
fliort-lived royalty, fought out Zab, or Zoub, the lawful 
heir of the houfe of Kejomaras^ and fet the crown upon 
his head ^. 

Zab, Zoub, or Bazab, at the time oiF his acceffion to ^^ 
the royal dignity, was far advanced in years, but h^d, 
Qotwith (landing, a tolerable (hare of health and fpirits : 
he applied himfelf to the reftoring the (battered affairs of 
Perfia : the more effeAually to accompli(h- this end, he 
ailbciated with bin? in the empire Gherfchafp, his nephew^ 
whom fome have called Kifchtafp, and have made him, 
not the nephew and aflbciate, but the fon and fucce(ror of 
Zab, or Zoub. He facrificed much of the prerogative of 
the crown tq make the people eafy, and to enable them to 
recover their lo(res, after the depredations committed by 
Afrafiab and his troops : he threw open the royal treafury, 
and when any fums were brought in, he .firft paid his 
feldiers, and then diftributed the reft among the poon 
Thf fe were ^certainly virtues ; but this prince is branded 
for a vice particularly infamous on a throne, viz. that of 
gluttony, or rather luxury in eating ; and is recorded to 
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hftTc been the author o{ Yarious ferts of fauces and foupi 
unknown before in thofe regions. It is not very ckar 
how long he reigned^ or who wa9 his fujcce^r. Mirk- 
hond makes him expre&ly the laft ef the firft race of 
kingS) who> from the fimame of Hufhangh, were caUed> 
HI general, Pifchdadians» though to us it feems more pfo- 
bable that they received this appellation, becaufe, during 
the feveral reigns of thefe princes, the law and conftitu- 
tton of Pcrfia were thoroughly fettled ^. According to 
other authors, Gherfchafp, or Kifchtafp, fucceeded in 
the empire by the voluntary ceffion of Zab, or Zoub; 
his mother is faid to have been a Jewefs, of. the tribe of 
Benjamin : he proved a prince of great merit, and de* 
Ccrving of a better fate than he experienced \ fof he did 
»U in his power to reftore the Ferfian diadem to its ancient 
luftre. Afrafiab, little regarding his treaties, took advant- 
age of the diforders of the kingdom to re-enter it with 
a formidable army, and to poflefs himfelf of various pro* 
▼inces. The new king fought under great difadvantages ; 
which, however, he furmounted, frequendy defeated the 
Turks, and recovered feverai places out of their hands : 
at laft he fell into the. error of many of his predecefibrs j 
that is, he put all his affairs to hazard in one battle, which 
lie loft, and with it his life, being kiUed, fighting bravely 
for the liberty of his country, after a reign, fome fay of 
£x', others oi thirty years ; but whether the former may 
not include the reign. of Zab as well as of this prince, or 
whether the latter ought to be accounted the time that 
this monarch reigned alone, we pretend not to determine. 
In this particular all are agreed, diat here the empire of 
the Piichdadians ended, and that Apherafiab, the defcen. 
dant of Tur, became a third time abfolute lord of Perfia*^. 
As to the religion of thefe ancient kings, we have al- 
ready fhewn it to be very near the true religion ; that is, 
the religion of the patriarchs. Th^ worftiip of fire was 
indifputably a very ancient do&rtne ; and there feems to 
to be no reafbn for doubting the-truth of vrhat fome au** 
thots have affirmed, that it took its rife in, if not before, 
the time of Kejomar as. Certain it is, that the province, 
where he began to reign, was the firft in which magifm 
prevailed ) and was always held iacvtA by the profefibrs 
of that religion, on that account : this the very name im* 
plies ; for Aderbayagjan is x^ more than tbeflacs rffire \ 
ader, or aaer, figoifyingyir/, and bays^an aplace^ whence 
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we frequefitly find this word thus written^ Azerbayagjativ 
The high mouotain of Albors was the ' principal place of 
vorfliip in thofe early times ; and the people were per* 
fuaded, that celeftial fire was preferved there ; on this ac» 
cotmty when the treafures of Nudar, Icing of Perfia, were 
ncmored out of Sigjiftan^ a$ we have ben)re relaledi tbey 
weie for fecarity placed here. In refpefl to thofe ancient 
times» the Greek writers are very infufficient gtiideSf \i 
we may believe the moft judicious writer of hiftory that 
nation ever produced, namely, Thucydides; who verj^ 
frankly declares, they knew very little of their own z,u. 
fairs beyond the memory of man^; that is, they were 
able to give no account of them' with order and certainty* 
Herodotus pretends not to fay any thing of the hiftory o£ 
the Medes, above one hundred and fifty years before the 
time of Cyrus, where he places Dejoces, whom he makea 
the firft king of Media, and fpeaks of his advancement to 
diat dignity in terms ^ exa£lly correfpondent to thofe 
made uie of by Mirkhond^ in his hiftory of the ele£kion of 
Itejomaras. Diodorus Siculus gives us a lift of ten Me^ 
dian kings, reigning, in all, two hundred and eighty-twc^ 
years K But there is ftill a great chaiin of time betweejqt 
the rife of the Perfian or Medo-Perfian monarchy, and itA 
being deftroycd by the Aflyrian emperors. If we allow 
the Perfians to have had kings of their own during this 
interval, or any condderable part of it, which is not at all 
improbable, we make room for the Pifchdadians at once< 
But as to the 5>recife time in which they reigned, we are 
quite in the dark ; and therefore, inftead of iiidulging 
cofijeftures, we (hall refume the thread of our hiftory^ 
and (hew by what fteps Apherafiab was expelled, and the 
Ferfian dominions were once more reftored tQ a^piince of 
that country. 

Thi HiJto7j of the Perftan Kings of the fecond Race^ or of the 

Dynajfy of the Kainites. 

m 

Keykobad^ or Caicobad, whom fome writers make the KaiMadi 
ion of Zab, the fon of Tahamafp, the fon of Manugeher, 
king of Ferfia, and others call fimply the nephew of Nu- 
dar, was feated on the throne of Perfia by the famous 
Zal-zer, who was fo loyal t« the family that raifed him, 
that he twice refufed tho Perfian diadem^ becaufe h« 
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would not injure their family. At this time he ;ind his fon 
Rnftan aiiembled fuch a body of troops, as enabled them 
to give Apherafiab abundance of trouble, and by degrees 
to put into the poifeffion of Kaikobad the greateft part of 
the provinces 6f Perfia This monarch proved at once a 
good prince to his fubjeds in general, and extremely 

frateful to the perfons particularly concerned in raifing 
im to the throne. He entrufted the command of all his 
forces with Ruftan, and did nothing in civil afiairs with- 
out the advice of his father. By degrees, his troops, un- 
der the command of the famous hero before mentioned, 
gained fuch advantages, that Apherafiab retired before 
them, and was at laft driven to fuch diftrefs^ that he de- 
fired to treat of an accomm6dation ; but his commiffioners, 
and thofe of the king of Perfia, differing about the terms, 
Apharafiab hazarded a fecond battle, wherein, though 
his troops fought with great refolution, he was totally de- 
feated. In the heat of this engagement, Ruftan defired 
fome of the officers about him to (hew him Apherafiab ^ 
who being pointed o«t accordingly, Ruftan fpurred to- 
wards him with fuch an impetuous force, that he beat 
him from his horfe ; then difmounting from his own, he 
tied Apherafiab's hands and feet together with a cord, and 
having laid him before himfelf upon his own fteed, rode 
out of the battle, and threw him into a particular place. 
Apherafiab, after Ruftan had left him, ftruggled with fuch 
force, that he at laft got loofe ; then taking the cord, he 
tied the hands and feet of a dead man, as his own had 
been faftened, and joining a party of horfe belonging 
to his army, made his efcape. After victory had de- 
clared itfelf in favour of the army of Kaikobad, Ruftan 
rode up to falute him, and among other compliments of 
congratulation, informed him that the war was now 
at an end, he having made Apherafiab prifoner, whom 
he alfo promifed immediately to produce. Riding to 
the place where he had left the Turkifli monarchy he 
found, with furprize, a dead man tied in his place, t 
For this overfight, he aiked pardon of Kaikobad, and 
folemnly promifed, that, if ever he ihould meet Aphe- 
rafiab in battle again, he would not make the fame mif- 
take. But that prince finding his affairs defperate in 
Perfia, retired into Turqueftan, and fent from thence an 
ambaflador to treat with Kaikobad % who was eafily prer 
Tailed on not to carry his arms into Touran, when the 
right of him and his family to Iran, was acknowleged by 
Apherafiab, and all the icattered remnants of his army 
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\irithdrawn ''. The peace being once fettled, Kaikobad 
applied himfelf to the reftoring the afiairs of his kingdom ; 
and in the firil place ii^ed his court at Spahawn, which 
had been built by the famous king Houftiangh, adorned ' 
by Phridun, and afterwards given by him to Kaoh the 
fmith, and his family. His court being once fixed, the 
king next beftowed his favours onfuch asliadbeen inftru- 
mental in the expulfion of the Turks. To Ruftan he 
gave the province of Zabluftan, on the borders of India, 
watered by many pleafant flreams, and adorned with the 
fineft profpefts. This province afFordeH a furnarae to 
Ruftan, and received itfelf a new name from him, that 
hero being ftyled, in moft of the romances, Zabeli, be- 
caufe he was governor of Zabluftan, and that province, 
or at leaft a great part, was thenceforward called Ruftan- 
dar, becaufe it had been the government of Ruftan. Ma- 
harab, furnamed Kabuli, becaufe he had been governor of 
Kabul, was another of Kaikobad's generals, and highly 
efteemed by him. Kavun, one of the defcendents of th^ 
famous Kaoh the fmitli, was alfo a perfon in liigh eftima- 
tion \ but what particujar rewards he received, authors 
do not mention. It feems he was a fort of knight-errant, 
and acquired from thence the furname of Rezin Khuah, or 
the fear cher of adventures. A fourth captain of Kaikoljad 
was Kefchvad, furnamed Zerin Kulah, frona a golden 
tiara, which he was allowed to wear, in reward for the. 
mighty things he had done for the good of the empire. 
Kaikooad divided all the fpoil th<it had been brought into 
his treafury among his foldiers, regulated their pay very 
exadlly, and afterwards employed them in making great 
roads throughout the empire, fettitig up |)ublic marks at 
the end of every four thoufand paces ; which fpace by the 
Perfians is called pherfengh, and from thence parafang 
by the Greeks. In the laft years of his life he grew blind, 
and continued fo till the day of his death, which happen- 
ed, as fome hiftorians fay, after a reign of one hundred 
years 'y according to others, when he had reigned one 
hundred and twenty ^ 

Kaikaus, or Caikaus, the fon^ or, as fome fay, , the Kalkaut. 

frandfon of Kaikobad, fucceeded hitn in the throne of 
^erfia^ on which he was fbarce feated, before a war. 
broke out \n Mazanderan, a province bordering on the 
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Cafpian Sea, which required his prefencc. A rebel prince, 
taking occafion fiom thedemife of Kaikobad, afTumed the 
fovcreignty of that diftrift, and fortified the capital in fuch 
a manner, as to render it the (Irongeft place of the Eail. 
Kaikaus marching againft him with too great an army 
to be oppofed, the rebel fliut himfelf up in the city of 
Mazanderan, and prepared for a fiege. Kaikaus having 
viewed the place, and received intelligence, that i^t was 
extremely well provided with all forts of ammunition and 
TiAuals, gave over all hopes of reducing it by force : but, 
as in fuch cafes, it is ufual with experienced generals to 
have recourfe to ftratagems, Kaikaus devifed one, which 
anfwered his end e^edually. He gave out in his camp, 
and corrupted people to report in the city, that he was 
extremely diftrefled for provifions, and mouldy on that 
account, be obliged fliortly to raife the fiege. His emif- 
faries in the place immediately infinuated to the keepers 
of the ftores, that, by fupplying the king of Perfia with 
fiiiall quantities of victuals, immenfe &ms might be gained. 
This trade being once fet on foot, Kaikaus paid fo well, 
that, in a (hort time, there was not a loaf left. He then 
fummoned the city peremptorily to furrender ; and, on a 
' difcovery of their circumftances, the inhabitants were 
forced to fubmit ^. He had not the like, fuccefs in an- 
other «war, undertaken in this province againft Aphera* 
I fiab ; for the Perfian army being defeated, king Kaikaus 

was taken, and thrown into prifon, from whence he was 
releafed by the vigilance of his general Ruftan ; who^ 
entering Touran with a numerous army, wafted all be- 
fore him with fire and fword, declaring that \it would de* 
ftroy the whole country, if they did not fet his fovereign at 
liberty ; a threat which fo terrified the people, that their 
clamour prevailed on Apherafiab to difmifs Kaikaus, oir ' 
his promifing to recall Ruftan. As foon a& the Perfian 
monarch had regained his liberty, he made ufe of the 
hero we have fo often mentioned to curb his enemies on 
every fide ; and he is recorded to have carried his arms, 
into Mezr, i. e. Egypt ; Shamah, i. e. Syria \ and Rum, 
i. e. Afia Minor. After thefe wars were over, and all 
things in a quiet fituation, Kaikaus, to (hew the high. 
eA:eem he had of Ruftan's fervices^ gave him his fifter itt 
marriage ; the name of this princefs was Gehemaz, i. e^ 
indued with all virtues : with her, by way of portion, he 
conferred upon him the office of generalifiimo of all his: 
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arinieSy and made him vicar-general of his kingdom, with 
the title of Pchelevan Gihan, i. e. fupporter of the Perfian 
empire. We are not told who it was Kaikaus himfelf 
married ; but, whoever fhe wa^, he had by her two fons, 
namjcd Siavek, and Fraiborz. The eldeft of thefe, Si- 
avek, was fent to refide with, and be bred up under, his 
uncle Ruftan. How long things continued in this tran- 
quil ilate, does not appear ; but the next war we hear 
of, was waged againft Zulzogar, king ol. Arabia. What 
provocation he gave Kaikaus is uncertain ; but the king 
of Perfia carried his refentnient fo far, that he had well 
nigh reduced the whole kingdom of Yemen, over which 
Zulzogar reigned. At length it came to the ears of Kai- 
kaus, that this Arabian prince had a daughter, the moil 
lovely woman in the world 5 upon which the Perfian 
king fent to^ demand her in marriage. The king of Ye- 
men, defirous to be rid at any rate of fuch an enemy, 
fent his daughter immediately to the king of Perfia's ha- 
ram. As foon as Kaikaus beheld Saudabah, he was fo 
(truck with her beauty, that he conceived himfelf the 
happieft man in the world, by having her in his poflefSon. 
Overcome therefore with the violence of his paffion, he 
abandoned himfelf to all forts of excefles, giving great en- 
tertainments, and encouraging all kinds of diverfions in 
his camp, witliout fo much as remembering, that he was 
in an enemy's country. Zulzogar, who had forefeen this 
diflipation, affembled privately a confideraMe body of horfe ; 
and falling unexpeftedly on the Perfian army, abfolutcly 
defeated it, and made the king and all bis court pHfoners. 
The news of this difafter no fooner reached Perfia, than 
Ruftan put himfelf at the head of the forces that were 
left under his command) and marched immediately into 
Yemen. Zulzogar very well knew, that he had no troops 
capable of contendirig with the veterans under the com- 
mand of Ruftan ; and for this reafon he treated the king 
of Perfia, while in his power, with the utmoft civility 
and refpeft ; fo that he had no great difficulty in prevail- 
ing on him, to fend his general orders to forbear hoftili- 
ties, and to think of peace. A treaty was quickly con- 
cluded between the father and fon-in-law, whereby the 
former quitted all pretenfions to the kingdom of Yemen, 
and promifed to invade it no more 5 while the latter en» 
gaged to be the friend and ally of the Perfian nation, and 
to affift it to the utmoft of his power 5 in confequence of 
^which accommodation, Kaikaus was immediately fet at 
liberty, with all thofe who had been takoi prifoner» with 
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him, and returned triumphantly into Pcrfiaj with hi^ 
fpoufe Saudabah K Not Jong after this event, Siavefe 
tame to court, and was received with the utmoft affec- 
tion by his father. Saudabah, either charmed, with the 
beauty of his perfon, or affefting to be fo, folicited him to 
an inceftuous amour ; which advances he rejefted with 
horror. The princefs incenfed at his indifference, re- 
folved to be revenged. Waiting a proper opportunity, 
when the king was one day alone in his apartment, fhe 
rufhed in, with her hair diflievelled, her attire torn, and 
her breaft bloody, crying out for jufticc againft Siavek, 
who had made an attempt upon her honovir. The king 
immediately caufed his fon to be imprifoned, and obliged 
him to ftand a tryal ; fome fay he underwent the ordeal 
by fire : however it was, the young prince was acquitted, 
and the wickednefs of Saudabah clearly appeared. The 
king would have put her to death, if his fon had not in- 
terceded for her on his knees. Thefe- proceedings hav- 
ing created fome divifions and heart-burnings in the court 
of Perila, Apherafiab, who waited all opportunities of 
diftreffing that nation, failed not to take this, and to pafs 
the river Gjeihon, with a great body of troops, in order to 
befiege Balch. Kaikaus, roufed by the impending dan- 
ger, ordered his fon to march into Sigjiftan, with twelve 
thoufand horfe ; and there to join the forces under the 
command of Ruftan, in order to make head againft the 
enemy. Siavek readily obeyed, and joining his uncle 
Ruftan, marched with fuch expedition, that they were 
foon in the. neighbourhood of Apherafiab and his army ;, 
but, not thinlcing fit to hazard . an engagement immedi- 
ately, they took care to pitch on a very ,ftrong camp. 
Apherafiab, knowing that his affairs would not permit 
him to carry oh a long and lingering war, attacked them 
there ^ which affault Ruftan had forefeen, and provided 
fo well for his reception, that he was not only repulfed, 
but his troops fuffered fo much in the attack, that he. be- 
gan fincerely to think of peace, in order to prevent the 
Pecftan army from invading his dominions. With this 
view he fent commiiEoners into the camp of Siavek and 
Ruftan, in order to fettle the terms of a perpetual alli- 
ance : they were very kindly received; and the young 
prince, his uncle, and two Perfians of great quality, who 
were of his council, fettled with them the heads of a 
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treaty very advaritageous to Perfia; which being ratified 
by Apherafiab, the young prince difpatched an exprefs to 
his father with the articles of the pacification. It feems 
the intrigues of Saudabah had created this deferving yojing 
prince many enemies in his father's court, who took this 
opportunity of perfuading the king, that Siavek had ex- 
ceeded his commiffion, and injured the majefty of the 
Perfian empire by the treaty he had made. Kaiko- 
bad, influenced by thefe fuggeftiohs, difpatched his uncle 
Thus to the army, with letters full of afperity refpefting 
jhe young prince, and with direftions to deliver up the 
command to Thus ; and to fignify to Ruftan, that the 
king thought him now old enough to take his reft, and 
therefore defired him to retire to his government of Sig- 
jiftan. Ruftan obeyed, and the prince continued in the 
army, which now marched to the frontiers of Turqueftaw, 
in order to aft ofFenfively againft Apherafiab. When 
, they arrived in the neighbourhood of the river Gjeihon, 
the prince taking with him Piran-Vifleh, an ofKcer of 
diftinftion in the Turkifti army, who had remained with 
him as a hoftage, went direftly to the court of Apheran- 
fiab, to fhew him how contrary to his honour it was to 
be guilty of a breach of faith. Apherafiab received him 
with open arms, placed him on a throne by his own, and 
gave him his daughter Franghiz in marriage. The nor 
bility of Turqueftan were fo much charmed with this 
young prince, and gave him continually fuch ftrong 
marks of their efteem, that Garfiavefch, brother to 
Apherafiab, took umbrage at it, and refolved to have 
him taken off. Siavek, who was a prince of great pene- 
tration, difcovered his intention 5 and, forefeeing that in 
a ftrange country it would be impoffible for him to guard 
againft fuch attempts, fpoke of it to his wife, who was 
then with child ^ and conjured her,, in cafe he (hould be 
murdered, to fend his fon, if (he fhould be delivered of a 
male, into Perfia. In a little time, what he feared ac- 
tually came to pafs: he was killed by aflTaffins, hired by 
Oarfiavefch, who would alfo have difpatched his wife, if 
Piran-Vifleh had not luckily entered the room and pre- 
vented their defign. Franghiz was afterwards brought to 
foed of a fon, called Kaichofrau, who in time fucceeded 
his grandfather. The people of Turqueftan were fo much 
grieved for the death of Siavek, that, to fhew their con- 
cern, they mourned in Perfian habits ; a cuftom which 
has ever fince remained amongft them. The news of the 
prince of Pcrfia's death reaching Ruftan in his government, 
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he, without expe£ting ofders, entered X^rqueftan with a 
confiderable army, burning and deftroying all the coun* 
try before him. Garfiavelch raifed a body of troops as 
foo|j as he was able, and marched to oppofe him ; but, 
coming to an engagement, they were ioon defeated, and 
Garfiavefch had his head firuck off by the fword of Ruf- 
tan "*• The defire this hero had to patronize the fa- 
mily of his pupil and nephew Siavek, put him upon in-^ 
quiring for his fon \ but his mother kept him fo efiedual- 

5f concealed, that neither his friends nor his foes could 
ifcover him. Some years after^ however, Kaikaus (ent 
Guiu the fon of Gudarz, a young Perfian nobleman o£ 
great capacity, into Turqueftan, in order to fearch for his 
grandfon. 8ome fay, that Guiu, having fought the young 
prince a long time in vain, met him by chance one day as 
be was huntmg ; and, knowing him by the refemblance 
of his" father, addreifed himfelf frankly to him, told him 
his nafhe and his commiffion. Kaichofrau liftened 
greedily to the propofal which the other made, of retiring 
into PerGa ; but defired that he might early along with 
him, his mother, and Piran-Vifieh, the old and faithfid 
friend of his father, that they might be fafe from the at- 
tempts of their enemies. This propofal being agreed to, 
and all things concerted for their retreat, they quitted 
Turqueftan, and got fafe into Perfia, to the great mor- 
tification of ^Apherafiab, who was well pleafed with 
having in his hand^ the heir of the Perfian diadem. He 
ordered them immediately to be purfued hy feveral roads, 
but all to no purpofe, though they pafled the river Gjeihoa 
in fight of their purfuers. On the arrival of Kaichofrau 
at the court of his grandfather, the face pf afFairs fuddenly 
changed; thofe who had been avowed enemies of the 
pfince Siavek, his father, were immediately removed \ 
and Kaikobad, to fhew his afieftion for the young prince, 
made him generaliffimo of his armies, and raifed Guiu, 
who had reftored him to the higheft honours. Thus, 
who had been no friend to Siavek, began to be apprehen- 
five of the power of Kaichofrau \ and therefore took 
all opportunities of influencing Fraiborz, the fon of 'Kai* 
kaus, by fuggefting to him, that this new-come prince 
would rob him of the crown of Perfia, which ought by no 
means, to be placed on the head of one defcended, by the 
mother's fide, from Tur, the implacable enemy of their 
• 
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name and nation. Kaikaus^ in the mean timci was un- 
wiUing to declare againft either his ion or his grandfon : 
lit laft, in order to prevent^ as far as in hini la^, the in- 
conveniencies that might attend a difputed fucceffion, he 
refolved to give the competitors for the crown a fair op- 
portunity of difplaying tneir abilities, and to declare in 
favour of him who fhould appear to hare the greateft de- 
fert. One Bahaman, who had been entrufted with the city 
of Ardebil, or Ardevil> in the province of Aderbayagjan, 
had raifed himfelf to be prince of that place, and thrown 
ofF his allegiance to the king of Perfia. Kaikaus fent a 
body of troops under the command of his fon Fraibroz, to 
inveft the town on one fide, and an equal number, under 
Kaichofrau, to fit down before it, on the other ; inform- 
ing both the princes, when they fet out for their refpeftive 
commands, that whoever reduced the place, (hould bp 
declared fucceflbr to the throne.' Thus, according to his 
repeated profeffions of friendfliip to Fraiborz, fet out with 
him for the army, and ufed every effort in his power to 
make him matter of Ardevil, but to no purpofe : Baha- 
fftian, apprifed of the fiegej had provided all things necef- 
(ary for a long defence ; and was himfelf fo confummate 
an officer, that he baffled all the attempts of the 
Perfian army under Fraiborz. Kaichofrau had better 
fuccefs ; the troops commanded by this young prince be- 
haved more gallantly than thofe of his uncley infomuch that 
Bahaman, finding it impoffible to hold out, furrendered 
Ardevil into his hands. According to agreement^ there- 
fore, when he returned to court, Kaikaus declared him 
heir apparent to the crown; and thereby put an end to 
the contention which had fo long fubfiiled. Soon after 
this event, the good old monarch, wearied vtrith the fa- 
tigues of royalty, retired froni the world, and left his* 
grandfon in pofleffion of the kingdom, after a reign of 
onfe hundred and fifty years ". 

Keychofrau, or Kaikhofru, fucceeded peaceably to the Kukhjri 
throne of his grandfather, and fliewed himfelf worthy of 
that preference which had been given to his virtue; for, 
in the firft place, he took care to reftify all abufes in the 
courts of juftice throughout his whole dominions, dif- 
placing all fuch officers as had rendered themfelves odious 
to the people,' and taking every method he could de- 
'vife to alleviate the diftrefles of the poor, iffiiing for 

« Mirkhond Hift. ubi iupra« D*H«rb€lot. Biblioth. Orient. Art. 
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this purpofe great fums out of his tre^fury, and giving au^ 
dience with the greateft affability to all degrees of people* 
When he found his kingdom in tolerable order, he fumi- 
moned a grand council of his nobilityj wherein having 
reprefented the miferable death of his father, and th^ 
mighty mifchiefs which had been done them by the inba<p 
bitants of Turqueftan, he defired them to ipeak their 
minds freely, whether it would not be for their intercft, 
as well as for his honour, to raifp an army immediately 
for the redudtion of that country ; a^id they unaniQioufly 
agreed to the propofal. The kins of Perfia, J^nowing 
that without unanimity no war could be carried on with 
any reafonable hopes of fuccefs, took p^in^ to reconcile 
bimfelf to Thus, and to his uncle Fraiborz ; and to fhew 
that his reconciliation was fincere, he entruiled them with 
the command of thirty thoufand horfe, and fent them 
to begin the war, by invading the dominions of Turqu^fr 
tan^ At their fetting out, he fpoke to them thusj^ 
** You muft know, that before my father married • the 
princefs Franghiz, my mother, he had, by the daughter 
.of his friend Piran-Viffeh, a fon called Ferud. Tht9 
young man, I am informed, has at prefent a command in 
the army of Apheraliab; but, wherever he is, remember 
that he is my brother, and that wherever you find him, 
you do him no injury, but render him all honours due to 
iny relation." It happened unluckily, that the Perfian 
army no fooner entered the country of Turqueftan, than 
Ferud came to reconnoitre them,* at the head of a body of 
horfe. His fcouts infpriped him, that the Perfians were 
by far more numerous than the trbpps underhis command; 
but he, to fhew his valour, 'inftead of retiring, attacked 
very vigoroufly the army under the command of Thus \ 
who, as foon as he underftood that Ferud was at the head 
of the Turks, ordered his forces to retire, and prefent- 
ing himfelf before the young prince, informed him of the 
, order he had received from his brother, the king of Perfia. 

Ferud, full of imprudent bravery, would not beperfuaded 
to retire ; . but caufing the Turkifh horfe to make a freih 
attack, the Perfians repulfed them "with great flaughter^ 
and Ferud, to the mighty regret of the whole army, was 
found dead upon the place P. Kaichofrau received the 
news with great concern \ and apprehending ths^tThus had 
been, in fome meafure, inftrumental to \m brother's 

^ Mirkhond, Hift. fcft. xiv. P D'Herbclot. Bibliotb, 

Orient. Art. Caichofrau. " . 

. . , ficath, 



^he Ktjhry of the Perjians. % 8 1 

dcathy he fent orders to his uncle Fraiborz to take 
upon him the command of the army, and to fend back 
Thus a prifoner, to anfwer for his conduft. Fraiborz 
executed the king's command exa(9:ly with refpeft to 
Thus, and then marched farther into Turqueftan. Aphe- 
rafiab gave the command of the greateft array he had raifed 
to Piran-Vifleh, who had returned to his dominions, the 
moft experienced of his generals, and perfe£lly acquainted 
with the Perfian difcipline. «,This egcellent officer did all 
that could be expe£ted from him : he gave Fraiborz and 
Gudar fo much trouble, and kneW' fo well how to encamp 
his troops out of danger of an attack, that at length the 
Perfians were conftrained to retreat,, not without very con- 
iiderable lofs, Gudar, who commanded in the tear, hay- 
ing no lefs than feventy gentlemen of his own family 
flam *i. The news of this defeat obliged the king to take 
jother meafures; he therefore removed his uncle from the 
command of the army, and gave it to Gudar, to whofe 
valour and conduct it was owing that any part of it efcaped. 
He alfo fent Thus, who had fully juftined himfelf as to 
the death of Ferud, with' a reinforcement of troops, in 
order to enabje him to carry on the war'. ApheraGab, 
perceiving that the Perfians were refolved to deftroy his 
empire, called to his affiflance the kha-khan, or king of 
Great Tartary, and Schangal, king of the Indies ; and by 
^fae help of his confederates, puflied the Perfian troops fo 
clofely, that, being far inferior in number, they were 
forced to retire to the mountains of Choraflan, where thev 
threw up intrenchments, and fortified their camp. Kai* 
chofrau, informed of their diilrefs, fent orders to Ruftan 
to march with the utmoft diligence to their relief. 
That experienced general readily obeyed his mafter ; and 
the Perfian army, that was befieged in the mountains, 
when they heard of his approach, made no doubt of 
obtaining the vi£^ory. Ruftan, as ap earneft thereof, de- 
ceived the vigilance of the Turkifh officers ; and paffing 
their advanced guards in the night, entered the Perfian 
.camp before the enemy was aware. Next day the moft 
bloody battle was fought that hitherto had bieen feen in 
Perfia. Ruftan did wonders \ he took prifoner the kha-> 
khan, and Kaimus, one of the principal generals in the 
fervice of Apherafiab. In the end vi£^ory declared itfelf 
for the Perfians ; and Apherafiab, having loft half his 
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ftrmy, was obliged to retire wilh the reft into his dd- 
minions. Notwithftanding this mightjr lofs» the king of 
Turqaeftan meditated new inTaGons/ exhauftiiig his whble 
country to draw together an army fufficient for this pur- 
pofe. Kaichofrau, on the other hand, fet foui great 
armies on foot, the chief of which lay in .the neighbour- 
bourhood of Batch, under the command of Gudar/ Againft 
bim Apherafiab fent a detachment of his choiceft troops^ 
under the command of Piran-Viffeh. The two armies 
had not been long in the neighbourhood of each other 
before ati adion enfued, wherein Firan-VifTeh was killed, 
and his army defeated. When Gudar faw the body oJF 
Piran-Viffeh on the ground, he alighted from his horfe, 
and, remembering the fervices that nobleman had for- 
merly done to Siavek, and to Kaichofrau when a young 
man, bedewed it with teal's, and took care afterwards to 
fee -it interred with all the honours due to fo great and 
worthy a man. Of which refpeft, when the king of Per- 
£a was informed, he highly commended his general, and 
fpoke with very great regret 6f the death of his old friend'. 
Apherafiab, when informed of this new difafter, fent bis 
Ion Schidah, to command the remains of the army, which 
he caufed to be reinforced as foon as poi&ble* By thm 
time Kaichofrau was come in perfon to his army, and 
inarched, at the head of his forces through theplaihs in the 
neighbourhood of the Cafpian Sea. Scbidab, thinking 
this a proper place to give battle, advanced with his army> 
and attacked the Perfians with great refolution : but his 
fuccefs was not anfwerable to his valour ; for he was 
killed in the beginning of the engagement, and all his 
army cut to pieces. The king of Perfia furveying the field 
of battle, and the vaft number of dead bodies, exclaimed^ 
** Khuarefmi-bud!" i. e. I have feen my difire\ whence the 
plains iti which this battle ws^^ fought, and the province in 
which th6y lie, received. the appellation of Kbuarefm, 
which they ftill retain. Kaichofrau now pufhed or the 
war with the greateft vigour, marching diredly towards 
tfbe capital * of Turqueftan, whether Aphcrafiao had re- 
tired ; but this prince, not thinking himfelf fafe there, 
bccaufe the people murmured loudly ajt the evils they fuf- 
fered, firft fent away his haram, and then retired in his 
own perfon. His wives and children fell afterwards into 
the hands of Kaichofrau, who treated them with all 
imaginable kindnefs and refped):. Apberafiab wandered , 
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frOm province to province with a fmali body of troopSf 
until, being ihut up in th^ mountains of Adarbayagjani 
he was at laft taken prifonef, and, by the orders of Kai- 
cbofrau, put to death •. Thus, ended this long and bloody 
war, which had very near exhaufted both empires. After 
it was finifhed, Kaichofrau fixed his court at Balch, for 
the conveniency of governing Touran as well as Iran. 
There it was that, feeing himfelf in poffeffion of two great 
empires, this monarch did what none of his predeceflbrs 
had thought of: he computed all the levies that had been 
made in rerfia for carrying on the war againft the Turks ) 
and out of the immcnfe treafures which were fallen into 
his hands, he reftored to every family the amount of the 
taxes they had paid. He fent for his uncle Fraiborz, and 
after having commended him for his fidelity, erected fc- 
veral provinces on the fhore of the Perfian Gulf into a 
kingdom, of which he made him fovereign. He affembled 
the nobility of Touran, and having fhewn them the folly 
of being at variance with the inhabitants of Iran, as they 
had hitherto been, advifed them to confider of means for 
re-eftablifliing the peace of their country, and aflured 
them he would contribute to it as far .as lay in bis power. 
He then marked out the quarters, and fettled the yearly 
pay of his foldiers ; took an exa£l account of the ftate of 
all the province^ ; and reformed feveral abufes in reli- 

{rion : when he had done all this, he faid, he had reigned 
ong enough for his own elory, and that it was now time 
for him to quit this world, and dedicate the reft of bis 
days to God. With this view, he introduced his fuc- KaUho/ran 
cefibr, Lohrafp, into a grand aflembly of the nobility, re^nsthi 
put the tagi on his head, and retired to a cell in the de- ^''•w»« 
fert, having attained to the age of ninety years, fixty of 
which he had paffed upon the throne ^ v 

Lohrafp, or Lohorafb, was the fucceiTor of Slaichof- lohrajp. 
rau, and his near relation, that prince \ having no heirs 
male. The authors who have recorded the priticipal 
events which happened under the reigns of the feveral 
princes of the firfl and fecond race, difier in no part of 
their account fo much as where they fpeak of the a£^ions 
of this prince. Lohrafp was nephew to king Kaikaus's 
brother, and next heir-male of the royal line. He was ele£ted, 
but not without confiderable oppofition. His temper was 
known to be fevere and haughty ; many of the grandees 
were therefore for putting the fceptre into milder 
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bands ; and at the head of this faftion was Zal-zer, the 
father of Ruftan ^ but their cabals were ineffeftual : Loh- 
rafp carried it againft all oppofition, and was declared 
king. As foon as he was feated on the throne, he de- 
termined to raife his reputation, and extend his empire, 
by making war on both fides of his dominions. In confe- 
quence of this refolution, he fixt his court at Balch, and 
took all poffible methods for putting every thing in the 
bed order in the eaftern provinces of Iran. He fent in 
the mean time his general, Gudarz, with a puiflant army, 
into Shamah, or Syria, with orders to reduce* the whole 
of that large country under his power. Gudarz effeiflually 
anfwered his mailer's expeftation : he conquered all Syria 
as far as Damafcus, and alfo Paleftine, with the famous 
city of Jerufalem, called by the Perfians, the Habitation 
of the Saints. The reigning king of the Jews fubmitted, 
and promifed to pay tribute ; for which he put as hoftages 
kito the hands of the Perfian general feveral perfbns of 
quality, whom Gudarz quickly after caufed to be flain. 
This cruelty provoked the Jews to a rebellion, and gave 
Gudarz the opportunity he wanted of facking Jerufalem, 
where he treated the inhabitants with inexpreffible barba- 
rity, and having loaded his foldiers with riches, retired, 
carrying into Perfia with him a vaft number of captives. 
King Lohrafp had two fons, the eldeft called Gufhtafp, 
the younger named Zaris. The former was of a turbulent 
haughty difpofition, but at the fame time warlike, and of 
great aoilities. This young prince engaged many, who 
were fond of novelty, to join him in a rebellion againft his 
father. But Lohrafp, having drawn together all his 
friends, and done evefy thing in his power to engage the 
people to his fervice, marched fo fuddenly againft his fon, 
that Guflitafp's adherents, fearing the fortune of the day 
in cafe of a battle, abandoned him by degrees. He there- 
fore provided for his own fafety, by retiring into.Tur- 
queftan, in fo diftrefled a condition, that he lived at that 
court even unknown and unfufpefted. Here, by a very 
odd accident, he married the daughter of the reigning 
prince. It was, it feems, a cuftom in that country, that 
whenever the king inclined to difpofe of a daughter in 
marriage, public notice was given, and the people aSembled 
in great numbers in an open court, where being difpofed 
into the heft order the place would allow, the king entered 
with his daughter, one of wbofe hands was held in his, and 
in the other Ihe had a golden apple, enriched with precious 
ftones. When they were advanced ipto the middle of the 
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place^ the king let loofe his daughter's hand ; and fhc, 
after walking' round, and obferving every body diligently, 
bellowed herfelf and her apple on the man (he liked beft. 
It happened, not long after Guflitafp's arrival ill Turquef- 
tan, that the king determined to give his eldeft daughter 
in marriage y and having broiight her out into the court, 
after the manner before defcribed, fhe looking a little 
about herj gave her apple to this unknown perfon ; the 
grandees of TTouran v^ere inexpreffibly vexed to fee them- 
felves defpifed by the princefs, for a Itranger whom they 
fuppofed of low birth. They therefore engaged the. king 
to make a law, that for the future the princefles of Tou- 
ran ftiould have their choice only out of people of high 
quality, that the royal line might not be drawn into con- 
tempt. The king Had ftill two daughters, as remarkable 
for their beauty as their birth. Thcfe were demanded ia 
marriage by the two (bns of a neighbouring and potent 
prince, to whom the king of Touran made no fcruple of 
promising them, on this condition, that they would re- 
duce under his. obedience two lords who had revolted, 
and who committed great devaftations throughout all 
Touran. The young princes, confidering the difficulty 
of this taik, had recourfe to Gufhtafp, of whofe prowefs 
they had fufficient proofs, and engaged his affiftance. 
Gufhtafp, as foon as he had undertaken to ferve them, 
appointed a hunting-match, and invited the two bro- 
thers to be of the party ; he alfo brought to the chace a 
fmall body of refolute friends. When they were afTem- 
bled he difcovered to them his projeft, which was^ to go 
immediately to a certain caflle, where he was informed 
the two lords* had an interview, and to florm it, before 
they could have any intelligence of their expedition. 
This propofal was immediately agreed to, and inftantly 
carried into execution. Gufhtafp was the firft who en-* 
tared the place ; and having feized the rebels, put them 
intt) the hands of the two princes, who conduced them 
to court and prefented them to the king. The Turkifh 
monarch was fo much pleafedwith this atchievementi 
that he vel*y readily made good his promife to the princes, 
by giving them his daughters in marriage. A few days 
after he caufed great feafts to be celebrated, and appointed 
public tournaments ; wherein Gufhtafp behaved himfelf 
in fuch a manner, that he carried, the glory of the day 
from all who were prefent. The king, who had hitherto 
•Ihewed him but little countenance, fpoke to him on this 
occafion very kindly, and gave him the highefl: praifes. 
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Gufiitafp took this opportunity of faying, that, if he had < 
excelled in combats that were not in earneft, he had 
likewife been of fome ufe in quelling the diilurbers of the 
public peace. The king eafily comprehended his mean* 
ing \ and, having diligently inquired into the truth, made 
Gulhtafp henceforward his favourite. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that, after the conqueit of Touran by Kaikof- 
rau, though the people were left to live under their own 
laws, and their own princes, yet they were obliged to 
own the fuperiority of the monarchs of Iran, and to pay 
them a conHderable tribute. Guihtafp perfuaded his fa- 
ther-in-law that this was at once difhonour^ble and need- 
lefs \ and therefore advifed him to throw off the yoke, 
by refuGng tribute, and by making preparations for, and 
declaring war againft Lohrafp, in cafe he fliould difpute 
his independency. This fcheme Gufhtafp propofed with 
a view to be revenged of his father, and from an appre- 
henfion, that, if ever he was difcovered, the nobilitv of 
Touran, in a time of peace, would certainly deliver nim 
up. Lohrafp was exceedingly furprifed at the arrival of 
tne Turkifh ambafTador in his court. He treated him, 
however, with great civiiity^^ and endeavoured to learq 
from him the true fource of thcfe extraordinary proceed- 
ings. The ambafTador at firft thought to am ufe him, 
with trivial anfwersj but, on the king's preiEng him, he 
acknowledged at laft, that a certain ftranger, who had 
married his mailer's daughter, was the true author of all 
this commotion. Lohraip immediately gueffed it was his 
fon^ and difpatched a meffenger to enquire privately whe- 
ther it was to or not. As foon as he was certain^ that 
this new and dangerous enemy was his fon Guihtafp,^ he 
took at the fame time a moft ftrange and mod generous 
refolution \ which was to fpare his people at the expence 
of his crown. He found he was grown old; he faw the 
ambition of his fon was to be fatisfied with nothing lefs 
than the diadem ; and, as he knew he was brave and wife, 
though undutiful to him, he determined to refign in 
his favour. He therefore feiit his younger fon Zaris, 
with the tagi, or enfign of the royal dignity in Pcrfia, to 
bis brother in Turqueftan. Zaris took care to give his 
brother private notice of his arrival. Guflitafp went im- 
mediately to pay him a vifit ; and being informed of his 
father's refolution, accepted tl)e tagi, or tiara, and caufed 
himfelf to be folemnly proclaimed king of Perfia. His 
father-in-law was at firft prodigioufly diflurbed* conceiv- 
ing there was (bme treafon againft hxm in thefe proceed- 
ings ; 
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iHgs ; but when he found things were really as they had 
been reprcfented, he was overjoyed to the higheft degree ; 
and the nobility of Touran came in crowds to pay their 
compliments to the new king of Perfia. After thcl^ cere- 
monies, Guihtafp took leave of his father-in-law, and, 
with his wife Karathun, fet out for his own dominions 
with a grand retinue, and a confiderable number of ca- 
mels loaded with riches. Lohrafp received his fon with 
all the marks of tenderncfs and joy. Guflitafp retained 
faim at court for many years, and did nothing without his 
advice. At laft the good old man withdrew to lead a fo- Lobrajp 
litary life ; to meditate upon the vanities of this world, ^"^- 
and to contemplate the wifdom and goodnefs of God. /^,v^^« 
In a little time after his retreat,' he died, having firft fent Ufi. 
for his fon, and given him, in his laft moments, the 
moft falutary counfels iii refpeft to his own glory, and 
the good of his people. This Lohrafp was fumamed Bal- 
ki, i. e. the Balchian, becaufe he refided moftlyat Balk, ev 
Balch, one of the ancicnteft cities in his dominions" (Y). 

Guflitafp . 

' « Mirkhbnd Hift* k&. xv. 

(Y) It muft be owned, that free-quarter, and in contempt 

the foregoing account, taken of both. He allowed his ge- 

from Mirkhond, is by no means neral officers and governors 

agreeable to what other Per- o^ provinces to give audience 

fian authors have written on on a tribunal, raifed one flory 

the fame fubje<5t. In two of from the ground, and railed 

the moft celebrated hiftories^of round about, referving only to 

this peopb (i), we find it re- himfelf this diftin6tion, that 

corded, that Lohrafp was the he had a carpet or cloth of flate 

grandfon of Kaikobad, and thrown before his foot-flool. 

that he was oppofed by the Per- We are likewife told, that the 

fian nobiirty, not for his cru- name of the general fent by 

elty or pride, as Mirkhond this prince to invade Syria and 

fuggefts, but becaufe his fa- Paleftine, was Raham ; and 

ther and himfelf had led their that he was furnamed by the 

lives in privacy ; whence it Perfians Bakhtalnaflar, from 

was believed he had not the whence the Hebrews framed 

capacity of reigning : it is alfo the name of Nebuchadnezzar, 

laid, that he was the. firfl: Per- and the ([Greeks, Nebuchado-* 

fian monarch who enacted roar- nofor. We have alfp,-^n the 

rial laws, and obliged his troops fame authority, the hiftory of 

to live like the reft of his fub- Guftitafp's Right, marriage, 

jc£ls, according to the rules of and fucceffion to the throne of 

equity and juftice, and not as Perfia ; but we are likewife 

the/ had hitherto done, at told, what little agrees witl^ 

(t) Xebtarik, Tarlk^ Montekeb* 

Mirkhond't 
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Gufhtafp or Kifchtafp, the fon of Lohrafp, (ticceedcfl 
his father with general appUufe ; he was a prince of pro- 
digious ftrength and aftivity of body, of great wifdom, 
and extraordinary abilities of mind. Leaving Balch to his 
father, he went to refide at the ancient metropolis of the 
kingdom, Iftachr, i. e. cut out of the rock \ which be 
adorned with manv fine ftruduyes, and reigned there in 
peace and glory about thirty years ; at the expiration of 
this term, there appeared in his dominions a very extra- 
ordinary perfon, who took upon himfelf the chara£ler of 
a prophet, and declared that he was fent by God to teach 
fuch as would liften to him the right way ; this perfon 
was the Zoroaftres of the Greeks, and the Zerciufht of 
the Pcrfians •, but as the hiftory of this celebrated fage is 
of very great confequence, we have found it neceflary, 
to prevent confufion, to detach it from the reign of Gufh- 
tafp, ^nd to deliver what hath been collected of this won- 
derful man, by authors of all nations, in a regular nar- 
ration. 

The Ltfi of Zoroaflres^ Zoroajiery or Ztrdujbt ; extraSled as 
well from Greek and Latin, as from Oriental Hjftorians. 

The Greeks, who were very inquifitive after the inven- 
tors of fgicnce, amongft the nations whom they ftyle bar- 
barians, have written fo confufedly, and fo obfcurely, con- 
cerning Zoroafter, that it is difficult to know how many 
famous men bore that name, at what periods they livedo 
and for what they were eminent. Arnobius is thought to 
have reduced them to four ; but fuch is the misfortune of 
thofe who have written about Zoroafter, that the fenfe of 
this very paflag6 is difputed, fome affirming, that Arno* 
bius fpeaks of but three Zoroafters ; others aflerting that 
he mentions only two. The firft is thought to have been 
a Chaldaean : Suidas calls him an Aflyrian ; and fays alfo, 
that he was ftruck dead by fire from heaven. It 13 very 
probable that this is the fame Zoroafter fpoken of Dion 
Chryfoftom^ and faid to have appeared in fire. The 

Mirkhond's hiftory, that Loh- king of Perfia to be put to 

Tafp, within a (hort time after death, after he had reigned 

he refigned the throne, was one hundred and twenty years, 

befieged in the city of Balch Khondemir, the famous Per- 

by Arjafp, nephew qf Aphera- fian hlftorian, differs not only 

fiab, the fiimous Turkifh mo- from Mirkhond, but alfo from 

narch, who after the town fell the writers laft cited. 



into his hands, caufed the old 
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fecond was aBaftrian, and a king, whom JuAin, and the 
authors who follow iiim, make contemporary with Ninus 
the Aflyrian, by whom he was vanquiflied in battle and 
flairi. He is reputed to have been the inventor of magic ; 
and is faid by Arnobius to have contefted With Ninus, 
hot only with fteel and ftrength^ but by magical force, 
iand the occult fcienceis of the Chaldaeans. The third was 
a Perdan, as Laertius irifofmis us ; Clemens Alexandrinus 
ftyles him a Mede ; Siiidas, a Perfo-Mede : but they all 
fpeak darkly and ambiguoufly. The fourth was a Pam« 
phyliart, conimpnly called Er, Or Erus Armenius. Con- 
terniilg this Zoro^fter, Clemens Alexandrinus quotes 
Plato, affirming, ihat he bfegan a book thus : ** This wrote 
1 Zoroafter Afmenius, by defceilt a Pamphylian, dying in 
war, and being in hades, I learned of the gods." He is 
reported, by the fame author, to have rifen ag^in, after 
having been ten days dead, and to have told ftrange things 
which he had feen in that fpace ^. The fifth was a native 
of Proconnefus, mentioned by Pliny *. Some have ima- 
gined, not without reafon, that he is the fame with Arif- 
teus the ProCoanefian, mentioned by Suidas to have had 
an art of letting his foul go out of his body, and return as 
often as he pleafed^ The fixth lived at Babylon, at the 
lime Pythagoras was carried thither by Cambyfes, as we 
are told by Apuleius. As the Greeks made feveral Zo- 
roafters, fo they placed them in different ages of the 
world : Juftin makes him thirteen years older than Sar- 
danapalus 5 Eudoxu*?^ cited by Pliny, placed him fix tbou- 
fand years before the death of Plato j Plutarch makes him 
flourifli five thoufand years before the war of Trov * ; fome 
authors, mentioned by Suidas, fix him five hundred vears 
before the Trojan war ; Apuleius, lamblicus % Porpnyry^ 
Clemens Alexandrinus, and Agathias place him where he 
ought to be placed, about the time of Cyrus ; and Plmy, 
difcourfing on this very fubjefl:, fays, that the moft accu- 
rate writers were of opinion, he lived a little before Xerxes. 
But, however they might differ in circumftances, they 
all agreed in paying him great honours : Plato *, Aril- 
totle % Plutarch **, and Porphyry * acknowlege him to have 
been a perfon of extraordinary learning, rliny tells us, 
that he laughed the fame day he was born ; that his brains 
beat fo hard that they lifted up the hand laid upon them ; 

vPlato,Polit. lib. X. xHift. Nat. lib. XXX. cap. I. &lib. 

vii. cap. 16. y Sub voce 'a^iciuc* *15e Ifide & Ofiride. » In 
Vita Pythag. b In Alcibiade. c In Libro Dc Magia, ci- 

tante Laert. in Prooem. ^ De Iftde & Ofiride. « In Vita 

Pythag.t 

Vol. IV. U which 
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wtiich was a prefage of his future faeacity ; he adds, what 
is very extraordinary, that he lived in tb^ deferts twenty 
years upon cheefc, fo mixed that it did not grow ftale. 
Solinus draws his chara6ler in £ew words : ** He was, fays 
he, optimarum artium peritiflimus ; in the teft arts moft 
fkilful." Apuleius ftyles him, " Omnis divini arcani an- 
tiftes," the chief doftor in all divine myfteries ; and adds, 
that he was the preceptor of Pythagoras : Agathius telb 
us, he lived under Hyftafpes; and that he was the axithor 
of magifm among the Perfians, changing their old reli- 
gion and introducing new opinions. Dion Chryfoftom 
fays rhore of him than any of thefe writers, and from 
better authority, fince what he delivered he had from thp 
Perfians themfelves, as we fliall hereafter have occafion to 
ihew. Ctefias, an author univerfally condemned, was, 
jn all probability, more in the right about Zorafter, 
than thofe who have cenfured him, fince we know from 
Amobius, that he affirmed him to have lived under the 
reign of Darius Hyftafpes, and fpent the firft book of fix, 
which he wrote on Perfian affairs, in delivering his hif- 
tcry ^ The fum and conclufion of all we have hitherto 
faid is this, that, except Ctefias and Dion Chryfoftom, all 
the ancients, who have written concerning Zoroafterx 
knew little about him more than this, that he was a very 
learned and wife man, and the principal of the magi: 
Eufebius, indeed, fays, that he wrote a book, which, 
from the citations he has given us, feems to have con- 
tained the chief doftrines of the Perfian religion^. 
. The oriental writers are fomewhat better agreed in re- 
lation to this wonderful man, whom they call Zerdufht, 
Zaraduflit, Zaratuflit, and Zard-huflit; for they, gene- 
rally fpeaking, acknowlege that he flourifhed in the reign 
of Guftitafp. The author of Lebtarikh, indeed, fays, 
thatfome old writers confound him with Dohak, or Zohak, 
one of the Pifchdadian princes; but all the Perfian hif- 
torians, who arc to be fuppofed heft acquainted with the 
affairs of their own nation, fpeak of him not as the author^ 
but as the reformer of the magian religion, which refor- 
mation, they fay, he effefted by the afiift:ance of GuOi- 
tafp. With refpeft to his family, the common opinion of 
the Perfian and Arabic writers is, that he either was a 
Jew, or went very early into Judaea, where he received 
his education under one of the prophets, with whom he 
iived as a fervant; and, emulous of his glory, fet up for a 

f Contra Gentes. t Praepar, Evangeh • 

prephpt 
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prophet afterwards in his own pcrfon ^. The Mahomme- 
dans, who are great enemies to Zerduftit, affirm, that he 
quitted the fervice of the' Hebrew prophet, becauTe, hav- 
ing deceired and cheated, the holy man prayed God to 
ftrike him with a leprofy, which accordingly followed: 
The Perfees in India pretend, that Zerdufht was originally 
a Chincfe ; that his father's name wsus JEfpintaman, and 
his mother's Dodo. But they are miftaken ; fdr, as to his 
genealogy, we are not "at all at a lofs, (ince it thus fe^ down 
in th€ book of Sad-der : Zaratafht was the fon of Purthafp, 
who was the fon of Piterafp, the fon of Hitcherafp, the 
fon of Thcchfhunefch, the fon of Efpintaman : hence 
•Zerduflit, being frequently called the fon of Ifpeutaraen, 
the Perfect in India miftookhim for hts immediate parent; 
whereas, indeed, he was only his remote anceftor. Zer- 
diiflit firft took upon him the charafter of a prophet in 
the province of Aderbayagjan, which was always the refi- 
dcnce of the fire-priefts. Khondemir fays, Zerdufht, from 
his great (kill in aftrology, difcovered that another pro- 
phet was to arife, not inferior to Mofes, whofe voice all 
the world was to obey : he from thence afFefted to believe 
that he muft of neceffity be that prophet : upon this con- 
ceit, retiring into a cave, and revolving thefe things in 
his mind, a light fuddenly appeared, being no other than « 
an illufion of tha devil, who, converfing with him out of 
the midft of the fire, Zerdufht no longer doubted that he 
had received the miffion of prophecy, b^t immediately fet 
about compofing a book, containing a fyflem of diabolical 
doftrines, which he called Zend ; having finiflied this 
performance, he made it his bufinefs to ^o about the 
world, teaching this new religion, and erecting fire-tem- 
ples V Thpt- Zerdufht really retired to a cave, and there 
fludied and compofcd his Zendevafla, is certainly true \ 
and that in this cave he gave himfelf up to prayer and 
contemplation, is acknowleged, and may be proved. How 
long he remained in this cave, or how many books he . 
wrote there, is not very certain : we are told, indeed, that 
he brought twelve volumes to Gufhtaijp, each compofed of 
a hundred ikins of vellum ; but this afTertion would be 
the Icfs wondered at, if wc confider that the ancient Per- 
il an charadter took up a great deal of room 5 and Zoroafter 
did not only deliver the principles of his religion, but alfo 

h. Abu Mohammed Muftapha in Vita Gufhtafp. apud Hyde ReU- 
vcr. Perfar. p. 515. Megjdi in Zinato I'Magjalis, apud Hyde, p. J15. 
1 D' Hcrbelot. Biblioth. Orient* Art. Zerdufcbt. 

U a bis 
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his own hiftory, and the rudiments of mod fciences (Z). 
The two reigning herefies, before the birth of Zerdufht, 
were zabiifm and magifm. The latter was far lefs grofe 
than the former, and confequently there required mott 
cvire to keep its profeflbrs from going over to the oppofite 
religion ; for hiftory informs us, and the experience of 
our own times renclers its manifeft, that the bulk of man- 
kind embrace more readily fuperftition than^truth. Hence 
it came to pafs, that the Zabians gained ground in Perfia, 
and muhitudes, cfpecially of the common people, had 
fallen into wrong notions of the Deity, and into grofs 
errors in their manner of worfhipping him, living alfo 
in the continual fear of the evil fpirit, whom they con- 
ceived to be the enemy of their fpecies, and the con- 
Zirdujht^s tinual dift.urber of the world, Zerduftit took pains to « 
aoS^nne. ^^^^ q^ ^^ thefe notions, and to make the people eaficr 
than they had been, by infpiring them with reafonable 
opinions. He taught them that the Supreme Being was 
independent, and felf-exiftcnt from all eternity ; that light 
and darknefs, good and cVil, were continually mixed> 
and in a continual ftruggje, not through any impotency in 
the Creator, but becaufe fuch was his will, and becaufe this 
difcordancy was for his glory ; that," in the end, there 
, would be a general refurreftion, and a day of retribution,, 

wherein fuch as had done well, and ^ved obedient to 
the law of God, fliould go, with the angel of light, into 
a realn) of light, where they fhould enjoy peace and 
pleafure for evermore ; and thofe who had done, evil^ 
fliould fufFer, with the angel of darknefs, everlailing pu- 
.nifliment in a land of obfcurity, where no ray of light or 
mercy fliould ever vifit them ; that thenceforward light 
and darknefs fliould be incapable of mixture to all eter- 
nity. He took great pains to perfuade his difciples of all 
the attributes of the Divinity, cfpecially ot his wifdom 
and l^is. juftice; in confequence of which he aflured 
them, thatthey had none to fear but themfelves, becaufe 
nothing , could render them unworthy of the Divine fa- 
vour, but their vices. Of all virtues, he effeemed what 
the Greeks called philanthropy, and the apoftles ftyle bro- 
therly love, the greateft \ for this reafon he exhorted all his 
followers to afts of charity and beneficence ; fometimes 
alluring them by promifes, at other times intimidating 

(Z)Thp(e who are defirous to Zerdufht, may perufe a curi- 

Jcnow what is delivered by the ous memoir, called SRah-nama- 

Ferlian hiftorians, concerning naflier, preferved by Dr. Hyde 

the prophetical chara^er of fn his Relig. vet. Perfar, 

* them 
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tiim by menaces. The credenda of his religion were 
not numerous, nor perplexed, 'though, according to the 
Diode of the Eaft, he fometimes made ufe of parables. 
Zerduiht carefully inftrufted thofe who heaifd him, that 
rto man ought to defpair of the mercy of God, or fup- 
pofe that it was too lat^ for him to amend. He declared, 
that though we had a faculty of diftinguifliing between 
good and evil, yet that man has no conception of the va- 
lue which God fets on our afilions, nor how far the in- 
tention may fan£l;ify even a trivial aft ; wherefore even 
the worft of men may hope for the.Diyine favour from 
repentance and good works. This truth he exemplified 
by a^ parable, which is recorded in the boojc Sad-der, and 
which runs in thefe words : ** It is reported of Zerduiht, 
the author of our religion, that one day retiring from 
the prefence of God, he beheld the body of a man plunged 
in' gfehenna, his right foot only being free and (lickings 
without. Zerduiht thereupon cried out, ** What is this 
that I fee ? and wherefore is^this man in this cofidition V^ 
He was anfwered, "The man whom you fee in this con- 
dition, was formerly the prince of thirty-three cities, over 
which he reigned many years, without doing any one 
good aftion 5 for befides, oppreffion, injuftice, pride, and 
violence, nothing ever entered his mind 5 and though he 
was the fcourge of multitudes, yet, without regarding their 
mifery, he lived at eafe in his palace. One day, how- 
ever, as he was hunting, he beheld a fheep caught by the 
foot in a thicket, and thereby held at fuch a diftance 
from food, that it muft have periflied. This king, moved 
at the fight, alighted from his horfe, releafed the fheep 
from the thicket, and led it to the pafture. Now for this 
aA of tendernefs and compafiion, his foot remains put of 
gehenna, though his whole body be plunged therein for 
the multitude of his fins. Endeavour therefore to do all 
the good thou canft, without fear or apprehenffon ; for 
God is benign and merciful, and will reward even the 
fmalleft good thou doft ^" Thefe hints of his dodirines, 
compared with what has been already delivered in fpeak- 
ing of the religion of the ancient Perfians, cannot but.be 
fufficient to (hew the general import of Zerdufht's fcheme 
of religion. As to exterior rites, he altered the old mc-r 
thod of burning fire on the tops of mountains, and in 
other places, under the open air, engaging his followers to 
eredl pyrea, or fire-temples, throughout all the dominions 

* Sad-der, part v. 
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of VerCiZf that this fymbol of the Divinity might not, b^ 
any accident, be liable to be extinguifhed. He gave tbem 
likewiiie a liturgy, Ivhich they hold to have been brought 
to him from heaven ; and therefore refufe to make«any 
alterations, though the language in which it is written 
is lone ago grown obfolete^ an4 is very little under-- 
ne magi flood by the priefts themfelvcs. The priefts, or as we 
c/t^rte jiyi^ them, the magi, were, accc^ding lo his inftitutton, 
ran /. of three ranks : the firft confiftcd ef the ordinary or pa- 
rochial clergy, ae Dr. Prideaux yery fignificantly terms^ 
them. Their duty was to read the holy o£oes daily in 
the chapels, and at certain ftated and folemn times, to ac-^ 
quaint the people with the contents of Zur.<ju(bt's booksj^ 
and to paraphrafe on and explain tbem. In theie paro- 
chial chapels there were no fire-altars^ but lamps only, 
before which their devotions were performed. The next 
degree of their clergy had the fuperinteodency of tbefe 
ordinary priefts, and were to them what biftops are to 
OS. Thefe too had theH" churches, in wbich were altars^ 
whereon fire was continually kept, there being a certain 
number of (he inferior clergy appointed U> attend them^ 
who, by four at a time, waited conftantly ne^r the altar^ 
to fupply it with fuel, and to afiift^ fuch devout perfons ast 
Tfiarchi' went thither for their advice, and their prayers. Above 
magus, or thefe was the archimagus, i. e. the high^priefty or, as the 
high'prieft, Perfians ftyled him, the mubad-mubadan. Zerdufht himr 
felf affumed this office, and r^fided in the city of Balch, 
where he governed his magians, and inftru&ed them in 
every branch of learning* As the aufterity of his own life, 
and his extenfive knowlege, fupported him in the high repu- 
tation he had gained among his contemporaries, he recom- 
mended the fame behaviour, and the fame application tp 
ftudy> to his fucceflbrs. Thefe injund^ions were, for many 
ages, purfued by them. They were admitted into the 
king's c^ouncils, fat with him in judicature, and had the 
education of the heirs of the crown ; infomuch, that 
Pliny tells us, in his time, " this religion was received 
by many nations, and bore fway in the Eaft over the king 
of kings." It remains now, that we give an account of the 
book of laws (till extant amdng the Perfees, and indu- 
bitably written by Zerduflit, whether he was a pro- 
phet or impoftor ; for as to the remaining a£l:ion$ of hi^ 
life, and his immature death, they belong to the reign 
of Guihtafp, and fhall be accordingly taken notice of 
therein. 

Zerduflit's 
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Zerduiht's book^ containing the inftitutes of his reli- Zirdujhft 
gion, is ftyled Zend, or Zendevafta, ufually pronounced *^*» ^^ 
Zund, and Zundavaftaw, which is not a Perfian but an ^^^'' 
exotic word, fignifying a tinder-box '^ its author, in compli- ^ 
ance with the oriental cuftom of giving all important 
treatifes allegopcal names, having pitched upon this to ex- 
prefs the nature of his book, which was to infpire its 
readers with divine zeal. He like wife caufed it to be in- 
titled the Book of Abraham, intimating that it contained 
the doctrines held by that patriarch. It is written, not in 
the ordinary Perfian charaSer, but in the old Perfic, called 
from thence, among the ordinary Perfees, the Zund cha- 
rafter. The learned Dr. Thomas Hyde propofed pub-^ 
lifiiing a corredi edition of the Zendavida, with a Latin 
tranflation; but, meeting with no encouragement to un- 
dertake ib laborious and expenGve a work, the world has 
been deprived of this ciiriofity ^. It was originally writ- 
ten in twelve hundred fkins, and confifts of twenty-one 
parts, or diflFerent treatifes, all comprehended under the 
general title of Zend, or Zendevafta; which is the reafoh 
that we have had, in Europe, fo many different accounts 
of this book and its contents. For the fake of the people 
who profefs this religion, and who have, notwithftanding, 
ao.knowlege at all either of the Zund charafter, or of 
the language in which that book is writen, a very learned 
prieft has taken the pains to make a compendium of it 
in modern Perfian, which is the book Sad-der, fo often 
•quoted by us from the Latin verfion publifhed by Dr. 
Hyde, and annexed to his Impartial Hiflory of the religion 
of the ancient Perfians. This learned critic is of opinion^ 
that Zerdufht did not originally intend to make this book 
confift of any more than two parts, viz. the Zend and 
Pazend^ refembling the Mifhna and Gemara, in the 
Jewifh Talmud; the firft containing the liturgy, and 
principal doftrines of his religion; the fecond a com- 
'mentary on them, explaining and (hewing the rationale 
of them : but as new adverfaries rpfe daily, and other 
occafions required new treatifes, Zerdufht continued to 
write them, and to add them to his Zendevafta, which 
Hill retained the general title of the volume. Amongft 
the pieces comprehended under the general title, there is 
one called Zeratuftit-Nama, i. e. the Hijiory of Zerdujht^ 
which is ho other than his own life written by himfelf. 
This, that it may be more generally known^ has been 

k Hift. vet. Perfar. p. 15. 
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rendered into the common Perfian by the priefts whp 
publifhed the book Sad-der^ Dr. Prideaux, fpeaking of 
this book, acknowleges, that the rules and exhortationsi 
to moral living are written very preffingly, and with fuf- 
ficient exaftnefs, excepting only in one particular, which 
is that of inceft ; for this, hd f^ys, is wholly taken away 
by Zerduflit, who teaches, that nothing of this nature is 
unlawful ; but that a man may not only marry his Gfter, 
or his daughter, but his mother. The doftor juftly ob- 
ferves, that this is fuch an abomination, that though all 
things elfe were right in that book, this alone were fuffi-i 
cient to pollute it. But, in fupport of this charge, he 
^oes not quote either the book itfelf, or its compendium, 
the book Sad-der, or any other trcatife written by an 
avowed Perfee, but the authorities of Diogenes Laertius^ 
Strabo, Philo Judjeus, Tertullian, and Clemens Alexan- 
drinus ". It is but reafonable, that we fliould fufpend o\xx 
belief, till we have a decifive account of this matter, efpe- 
pially if we cpnfider, that in other refpefts thofe authors 
are frequently miflaken. It may indeed be urged, that 
inceft was commonly praftifed by tl/e Perfian kings (if 
we give entire credit to the Greek hiftorians) ; but, ad- 
mitting this to be fo, it is no direft proof that Zerduiht 
' allowed it, any more th^n the contrary praftice of the 
Perfees at this day is a demonftratlon, that he did not al- 
low it. As to the reft of the contents of this book, we 
fhall not infift farther on them here, becaufe it would 
lead us into too long a digreflion frpm the thread of our 
hiftory. 

We will conclude our account of this extraordinary 
perfon with obferving, that he is faid to have predifted the 
poming of the Meffiah ; and this not in dark and obfcure 
terms, fuch as might have been applied to any other per- 
fon, but in plain andexprefs words, and fuch as could not 
be miftaken. On the whole, we may be permitted to fay, 
that on a view of what dilFerent authors have delivered 
concerning Zerduflit, an^ his writingS| he ftands fairly en- 
titled to the charafter we have given him of an extraor- 
dinary perfon 5 efpecially when we refle£J:, that his mi- 
niftry was of ^o long continuance ; according to the moft 
authentic^ccounts, not above five years y that is, from the 
time of his prefenting himfelf to Guflitafp, to his t>^ing 
. (lain at the fack of Balch. But it is now time for us to 

1 Hift. Relig. vet. Pcrfar. cap. 25, x6. m Conneflion of the 
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r . . . . . , 

return to the hiftory of Gufhtafp, and of the remarkable 
events which happened during his reign. 

The old animofities between the inhabitants of Touran jv>w vf^r 
and Iran broke out into a frefh war, while Guflitafp fat between 
on the throne of his anceftors. It is not cafy to fay, whe- '^^ inhM* 
ther this monarch or Argjafp, who then reigned in Tou- ^^^^ 
ran, was the aggreflbr. Mirfchond inclines to the former andlrath 
opinion, and makes this a religious war, undertaken to re- 
duce Argjafp and his fubjefts to the faith of Zerduflit. 
Be that as it will, Guflitafp having aflembled the \trhole 
forces of his empire, marched into Touran 5 and meet- 
ing Argjafp in battle, vanquifhed him, flew his fonin the 
field, and, before the Turkifh monarch could affemble a 
new army, poiTefled himfelf of his capital, and gave the 
plunder* of it to his foldiers* After which atchievement, 
returning triumphantly into Perfia, he on fome jealoufies 
or fufpicion, imprifoned his fon Ifphendiyar in a ftrong 
caftle, feated on the top of a high mountain, called 
Ghird-Kouch, i. e. the Kound Mount \ but he had foon 
reafon to repent of the ill ufage with which he had treat- 
ed that prince 5 for Argjafp, irritated by the treatment . .. 
he had met with, raifed'all the forces of Touran, and 
making a fudden inroad into the province of ChoraiTan, 
facked the city of Balch, where he killed Lohrafp, the fa- Zerdujbt 
tlier of Guflitafp, ih his cloifl:er, and flaughtered 2ferduflit, killed^ 
with all his priefts attending there on the chief fire*temple, 
'which he likewife deftroyed, comrtjitting all the out- 
rages that a mind, ftung with the remembrance of what 
the Perfian king had done in his own country could fug- 
gcft *. Elated with this conqueft, he advanced fo expedi- . 
tioufly into the dominions of Iran, that Guflitafp did not 
think fit to meet him in battle \ but chofe rather to con- 
fider, how an army might be aiTembled able to attack 
that of Argjafp on his return. His copfellors advifed 
him to fet his fon Ifphendiyar at liberty, and to entrufl: 
him with the managenient of^ the war. Neceflity com- 
pelled him to take their advice ; and he accordingly fent 
his brother Gjamafp to Ifphendiyar, not only to releafe 
him, but alfo to aflure him, that his father would refign 
to him the throne in cafe he fliould prove vidorious. 
As foon as Ifphendiyar arrived at the army, the Perfians 
took courage, and numbers reforted to his ftandard, 
though they had declined following his father. The 
young prince failed not to make ufe of thefe advantages \ 

B Mirkhond IIIH;, fedl. xvi. Lebtarik. 
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and» falling fuddenly on Argjafp, defeated entirely all 
his numerous army, obliging him .to retire out of Perfia^ 
with great precipitation. After this glorious vi<3:ory, 
Gufhtafp received his fon with all imaginable marks of 
kindnefs and efte^m. However he declined putting him. 
in pofTeflion of the crown ; and, in order to amufc him> 
obferved, that it would be unbecoming fo brave a prince 
to put his father's crown upoti his head, while his {if- 
tjsrs, who were taken prifoners at the fack of Balch, re- 
mained ftill in captivity. Ifphendiyar, piqued at this 
evafion of his father, which fhewed, that he did not 
think, that the prince had thoroughly humbled his ene- 
mies, immediately determined to undertake a new expe- 
dition, that his father might have no excufe left for the 
non-performance of his promife. With this view he fe- 
le£l;ed out of his army twelve thoufand foot, and as many 
horfe, with whom he advanced towards the frontiers of 
Touran, accompanied by his brother Bafhuten, who was 
elder than himfelf. Having received intelligence, that 
Argjafp was retired to one of the ftrongeft places of his 
dominions, to which there were three different roads ^ 
the one plain and eafy, fit for the caravans, but fo round 
about, that it required no lefs than fix months time to 
reach the place \ the fecond pretty difBcult, but fo dire£l^ 
that, by it, a man might reach the court of Touran in a 
month ; and the third, which was hardly pafTable, through 
woods and moraifes, and over high mountains covered 
with fnow; Ifphendiyar having dire£led his brother to 
advance expeditiouily through the fecond of thefe roads» 
he, with fomc refoluie friends, threw himfelf into the 
third. They were all habited like merchants, and carried 
with them jewels, and other curiofities of great value. 
The inilru(^ions he gave his brother were thefe ; that 
wheii he drew near the rel^dence of Argjafp, he fhould 
poflliis army with all the filence imaguiable in the neigh- 
bourhood of certain meadows, which lay near the city \ 
and that, as foon as he (hould perceive a great number 
of fires lighted in that meadow, he (hould advance with 
his horfe to execute the orders which he fhould receive. 
Ifphendiyar, and his retinue, making the heft of their 
way, reached in feven days the court of Touran. The 
prince being introduced to Argjafp as a merchant, who 
fled from the feverity of Ifphendiyar, and was defirous of 
felling his goods in the dominions of Touran, the king 
received him, and his companions, with all imaginable 
courtefy, and accepted very kindly the magnificent prefent 

which 
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yrhich the prince thought fit to offer. This lacky begm«» 
ning was followed by a train of fuccefs anfwe.rable tQ (f- 

Jhendiyar's wiflies \ for, ;in s^ fliort time, he wrought 
imfelf, into the higheft degree of confidence wi.th the 
king and his principal courtiers. When, therefore, he 
was apprifedy that his brother with his forces was arrived 
at the place appointed, h^ invited the king and court to 
a grand collation in the n;ieadow8 adjoining to the town.# '• 
Thither they came in the evening ; and, great fires being 
lighted for drefling the provifions, thefc ferved as fignal% 
to Balhuten, who, at the head of his horfe, fuddenly 
charged the Turks, and ipade himfelf matter of the city. 
Ifph^ndiyar, and thofe who were about him, difpatched, IfphendU 
without delay, the moft qonfiderable of the nobility, the- j^'* ^iUs 
prince killing with his own hand Argjafp king of Tou- "^^^^^^^^ 
ran. Then putting his fitters, whom he had releafed out '^f^n hanJL 
of captivity, into the hai\ds of his and their brother Ba^ 
(huten, he advifed him to retire, with part of his forces, 
into Perfia, while he with the reft, marchjsd agaiptt fe- 
veral Indian princes, in order to force them and theiv 
fubjefis to abandon idolatry, and receive the religion of 
Zerduttit; in which expedition, Ifphendiyar bad pro- 
digious fuccefs, and returned afterwards to Perfia, crown- 
jBid with laurels. When he arrived at Iftachr, he cxpe^ed 
Ithat his father would, without delay, perform the pro- 
mife he had fo folemnly made, and fo often repeated, of 
refigning to him his dominions ; but the politic Guihtafp 
intended nothing lefs. He received his fon as before 
with all the tokens of amity and tendernefs ; but, inttead 
of putting the crown upon his head, he entertained him 
with a ttudied difcourfe on his great Abilities, and the 
laudable obedience he had hitherto paid to all his com- 
mands* After this, the crafty old prince complained that 
there was ftill one enemy left to be fubdued, even in the 
}ieart of his dominions, namely, Ruttan \ who having 
fortified himfelf in the provinces committed to his charge^ 
abfolutely refufed to obey the king's commands, or to re- 
ceive the religion of Zerduiht. Guflitafp infinuated that 
It was necefiary for Ifphendiyar to reduce this nobleman, 
before he affumed the diadem, fince otherwife hd would 
receive from his father but half a ungdom. The ge- 
nerous Kphendiyar immediately fet out for Sigjiftan, car- 
ryilkg with him his fon Bahaman. On their arrival there, 
Ruttan met him, and conferred with him at firtt with 
great civility and refpeft ; but when the prince infifted 
pn hi9 yielding obedience to his father's commands, and 

profeifing 
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profefling immediately the faith of Zerdufht, Rullan' 

trew angry, and from recrimination they quickly came ta : 

lows. As they were both men of great ftrenglh and 
agility of body, as well as of high fpirit, and unconquer- 
able valour, the combat was long and doubtful. At laft 
Jjphtndi' it incliticd to Ifphcndiyar ; but Ruftan, coFlefting all his \ 

^k^i^^it^ ' ftrength into one blow, gave the prince fo deep a wound, j 

^ RmJtaM* ^^^ Y^Q ciied upon the fpot, having only time to recom- | 

mend his fon to Ruftan, and to defire hisbrother Ba{hu- 
ten to take care of his body. Both his requefts were ex- 
aAly complied with ; Bafliuten carried back his body into 
Perfia, where it received the higheft funeral honours; 
and Ruftan carefully fent home his fon. Guftitafp was 
inconfolable for the death of fo deferving a prince ; his 
grief, however, was forced to give way to the neceflity of 
, the ftate ; fot the new king of- Touran no fooner heard 
what had happened in Peiiia, than raifing a great army, 
he invaded that kingdom, and wafted it with fire and 
(word. Guftitafp having coUe^ed as great lan arhiy, as 
' the time would permit, marched with all poflible dili- 
. gcnce to oppofe him 5 and, after having encount-ered, and 
entirely routed his forces, conftratned him to retire into 
his own dominions. The public peace being now re- 
ftored, Guftitafp, in order to fliew the refpeft he had for 
Cmjhtafp hi^ fon's memory, refigned the crown to Bahanian, the 
Ttji^ni the fon of Ifphendiyar ; and, accbrding to the example fethini 
^0TO» to |jy i^jg ^^^ father, retired from the world to a magnificent 
a aman. pj^j^fure-houfc he had erefted • not far from Schiras, a 
palace of fuch fuperb architedure, that in after-times, as 
Mirkhond tells us, it was attributed to Solomon, the fon 
of David, to cxprefs its excellence °. In all probability 
it ftood in the neighbourhood of that mountain, which, 
lying behind the famous palaCe of Perfepolis, is held to 
be the fepulchre of the ancient Perfian kings* We have 
ieen, from various inftances, that it was a common thing 
among the Perfian monarchs to quit their thrones, when 
they found their health and fpirits decay, and to fpend . 
the laft years of their life in contemplation. If we ad- 
mit, that Guftitafp was the Hyftafpes of the Greeks, then 
. we may apply whgit Ammianus Marcellinus fays of the 
latter to this retreat i "Hyftafpes, fays' this hiftorian, 
was a moft wife perfon who boldly penetrating into 
the inner parts of Upper India, came to a woody d^rt* 
whofc caliti fjlence was poflcffed by thofe high geniufes 
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the Brahmans. From thefe he learned the true fyftem of 
the heavenly bodies,, and their motions, and the true rites 
of pure religion, with which knowlcge . he returned into 
Perfia, and taught it to the magi, amongft whom it has» 
by tradition, been preferved even to this time p." But, 
perhaps, admitting Gufhtafp and Hyftafpes to be one and 
the fame perfon, we ought to refer this expedition to his ju- 
nior years, when he fled from his father into Touran, 
from whence his journey into India was not difficult. 
There are fome Perfian writers, however, who . give a 
very different account of this matter. Thefe fay, that 
not Guflitafp, but his fon Bafhuten addided liimfelf to 
divine meditations ; and that this Bafhuten in conformity 
to the prophet's promife, was tranfported to the mountain 
Dunbavand or Damavand, with thirty of bis guards, 
where they yet live in the moft quiet and happy manner } 
the approach of all living creatures to their facred re- 
treat being prevented by thick fteams of fal ammoniac 
iffuing from all (ides of the mountain ">• Our famous 
traveller Sir Thomas Herbert afcended this mountain, 
and pafTed direftly over it without meeting with any fuch 
ileams. He acknowleges, however, that there are vail 
vjuantities of fulphur thereon ; and that, in the night, 
fome luminous vapours are feen thereabouts, which he 
thinks proceed from fulphur '. But the learned Dr. 
Hyde is for the old opinion, and foi* attributing them to 
fal ammoniac ; but confeiTes not only that the niftory of 
Bafhuten is fabulous, but that fome (lories of the fame 
ibrt, related of Gufhtafp, are likewife unworthy of belief. 
We may, with tolerable certainty, affirm, that the reign 
of Gufhtafp was the reign of learning in Fer(ia. In his Gjamajp m 
tiihe ilourifhed a celebrated aflrologer, whofe name was celebrated 
Gjamafp, furnamed, according to the oriental cuftom, ^fi^^^^* 
al Hakim, i. e. the wije^ or the fage* That fuch a perfon 
there was, and that he nourifhed about this time, is pretty 
clear ; but who he was, is very far from being certain. 
Some have made him the fon of Daniel the prophet ' ; 
others fay he was the counfellor of king Gufhtafp ; biit 
the greater number, and thofe too of the moft credible 
writers, affirm, that he was the brother of that prince, 
and not only fo, but his confident and chief minifler^ 
The fcience for which he was particularly famous, was 
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aftft)l5gy, lind from his ikiU therein, he is faid to have 
J>redided the coming of the Meffiah. 
Bahamam* Bahaman the fon of Ifphendiyar, fucceeded his grand- 
father Guihtafp, in all the mighty Empire he had acquir- 
ed. Before we enter upon the reign of this prince, it is 
liecefiary Ihat we ihould fettle his name. Mirkhond calb 
him Bahaman ; and fays, that he had two fumames, one 
Wh^Jwr- Dirazdeft, i^ e. Long-hand^ becaufe his right hand was 
mamed Di' longer than his Irft : and the other, Ardfhir, which he 
raxAfi* Acquired on this account; when his mother was big with 
this fon, there came a great aftrologer to the court of 
Guihtafp his grandfather ; and addreffing himfelf to If- 
fhendiyar, prefented him with a fmall ba&et, which, he 
told him, was for the ufe of the fon that ihould be born 
to him ; upon opening it, there was found a veflel full of 
milk, and a little 6our ; the perfon who brought it, al- 
leging, by way of excufe, that his circumftances did not 
allow him to bring any thing better. Ifphendiyar and 6is 
wife were fo much fatisfied with the prefcnt, that they 
took from thence the name of their fori, ard, fignifying 
jfowr, and fliir, milky in their ancient language : hence it 
came to pafs, that this prince was better known by his 
furname than by his proper name, being generally called 
in the oriental hiftories, Ardfliir Dirazdeft ; and by the 
W$ cka- Greek hiftorians, Artaxerxes Longimanus. He is repre- 
raAr* fcnted by Mirkhond as one of the wifeft and beft princes 
that ever fwayed a fceptre : he was fo folicitous for the 
impartial diftribution of juftice to all his fubjefts, that he 
fcnt fome favourites of his own privately into the courts of 
all his -governors, that they might bring him exa£b infor- 
mation of their behaviour : and when the time of their 
governments was expired, he feht for them into his p re- 
fence, and either rewarded and commended their virtues, 
or elfe punifhed what they had done amifs, according to 
the nature of tfie offence. In a year after his acceflion to 
the throne, he fummoned the ftates of his kingdom, which 
ke addrefled in terms full of tendernefs and love : he told 
tfiem, that he had affumed the regal dignity, not to gra- 
tify his own ambition, but to do good to them ; he there- 
fore intreated them, if they knew any wrong fteps he had 
taken, or any vices that he had,, which were detrimental 
to the public, that they would freely cenfure and reprove 
them ; nay, if they held him utterly unworthy of the 
empire, he exhorted them to depofe him ; for he faid, 
that kings ought to be public bleffings, and that fuch as 
were not fo, ought not to have the dtk« Tlie fifties, after 
• having 
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having highly commended the king's zeal, and receiv- 
ed from him whatever they defired, feparated, and going 
into their refpe£live provinces, carried with them the 
higheft fentiments of duty and refpeft for fo deferving a 
prmce. Ardftiir, or Bahaman, took care to repair all the 
cities, fire-temples, and public edifices, which during the 
wars in Iran, had either been beaten down, or, through 
the injuries of time, had fallen to decay. Thefe works 
being finifhed, and his empire every where in a flourifhing 
condition, he thought it a proper time to revenge the 
death of his father, and to reunite the provinces of Sig- 
jiilanand Cabul to his dominions. To this end he raifed a 
confiderable army, and marched into the territories of 
tlut^an : whither he was no fooner come, than he was in- 
formed, that this great warrior was dead ; but, that his 
fon Feramoi'z had taken pofleffion of his government, and 
was marching to oppofe him with a great army. The 
king of Perfia being defirous that the war ihould have a 
fpeedy determination, did not decline a battle, in which 
he had all the fuccefs he could defire, the enemy being t>efeatsand 
entirely defeated, and Feramorz killed upon the fpot. He ^ills Fera^ 
took likewife Zal-zer, the father of Ruftan, prifoner, and *?^''* ^^^ 
returned triumphantly into PerGa, after having obliged tan 
the inhabitants of thofe provinces to acknowlege him for 
their lawful lord* Mirkhond gives a very extraordinary 
account of the death of Ruftan, which happened a little Account of 
before this war commenced : this nobleman had, accord- the death of 
ing to this hiftorian, a brother, whofe name was Chajal, Rufian* 
whom he fent to coUeft his revenues in Kabul, where it 
happened that Chajal fell defperately in love with the go- 
vernor's daughter, who was a woman qf moft accpmplifh- 
cd beauty, and of the rareft qualifications. The governor, 
pbferving how much the young man was fmitten^ made 
him promife to do for him whatever hfc defired, provided 
he might have his daughter. Chajal having given this 
promife, the governor propofed to him the delivering his 
brother into his hands, that he might fecure to himfclf 
the abfolute pofleffion of his own territories, by putting 
him to death ; to which propofal Chajal, for the fake of 
his miftrefs, aflented. On his return home, difcourfing 
-with his brother, he informed him, that the governor of 
Kabul, whom he trufted fo much, was indeed a very ty- 
rant, and grievoufly opprcfled the people under his jurif- 
di£fcion. Kuftan, highly incenfed at this information, 
threatened to put that governor to death, and to extirpate 
his family \ to which end he aflembled all his forces ; but 

his 
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his brother, laying hold of the predominant quality of Vsl* 
nity, which was always prevalent in Ruftan's temper, per- 
fuaded him, . that his prefence alone was fufficieht to 
frighten the governor of Kabul into fubmiflion : where- 
upon he fet out, attended only by a friend, and his 
treacherous brother. As foon as they arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of Kabul, the governor, with a very few of his 
attendants, came, and made his fubmiflion \ and, having 
mofl: humbly befought Ruftan'js pardoHf which Rtiftan 
readily gave him, the governor intreated him to reft that 
night in his houfe, which was at a fmall diftance. When 
they came near its gates, Chajal rode on his brother's 
right, and the governor on his left ; when, on a fudden^ 
the ground gave way, and Ruftan and his horfe fell into 
a deep pit which had been prepared for him, and fo art* 
fully covered with earth and leaves, that he did not per- 
ceive it. Ruftan being apprifed of their treachery, in- 
treated one of the governor's attendants to give him a bow 
and arrows, that he might not be devoured alive by wild 
beafts. The man, touched with his misfortunes, pqt 
them immediately into his hands ; whereupon, Ruftan, 
drawing the bow with all his ftrength, let fly two arrows 
with fuch dexterity, that he ftruck the treacherous go- 
vernor, and bis perfidious brother, each to his heart ; he 
himfelf dying a little after of the wounds he received in his 
, fall. Such, if we give an implicit belief to the Perfian 

hiftorians, was the end of this mightv warrior, the glory 
and fupport of his country, and its kings (A). After the 
redu£tion of the provinces formerly held by the hero wc 
have juft now mentioned, Bahaman, or Ardfhir, extended 
his empire on all fides. Some hiftorians fay, that Kirefli, 
\. e. Cyrus, was his governor in Babylon ; but this is a 

Ealpable miftake, grounded on a real faft, viz. the great 
indnefs which this prince exprefled for the Jews rfome 
haive reported that^his mother was of that nation ; how- 
ever it was, we may be aflured, that he had a very great 



(A) Apherafiab king of 
Touran muft have lived fe- 
vcral hundred years, if this 
hiflory be true ; or clfe, for a 
long feriesof yiears, the princes 
of that country were ftyled A- 
pheraiiab, as the kings of £- 
gypt were called Pharaoh, 
and the kings of the PhiliiTmes 
were entitled Abimelcch. But 



then the fame difficulty recurs 
as to Ruilan. His father Zal- 
lived to be carried away 



zer 



prifonerby Bahaman, of whole 
reign we arc now fpeaking : he 
muft then have been near feven 
hundred years old, and Ruftan^ 
who was lately dead, muilhave 
been greatly upwards of fix 
hundred* 

regard 
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Ihejgafd fof the chofen people, and did them great kind- 
nefles. This prince had a fon, whofe name was Saffan, 
a man much addifled to learning, and efpecially to aftro- 
iogyj whence it came to pafs, that either through his 
own medefty, he pretended not to the empire, or was 
precluded therefrom by his father, on account of his ftu* 
dious life, which that aftive prince thought incompatible . ^ 

with the duties of a fovereigh : however it was, hif- 
torians are agreed that he did not fuccced, nor did pretend 
to the fucceffion dn the demife of his father ; but content- 
edly led a private life, though his defcendents afterwards 
recovered the kingdom, as will be fliewn in the next pe- 
riod of our Perfian hiftory, from oriental hiftorians. After 
a long and glorious reign, wherein he fo far extended his 
dominions, that fome will have his furname of Dirazdeft 
derived from thence, Bahaman or Ardfhir died, and left Bahaman 
his empire to his wife Homai ; whom fome writers alfb dies and 
affirm to have been his daughter, and who at the time of ^^^'^f^ '^^ 
his deceafe was biff with child. The favourite fayine V^^^Af*^ 
or this pnnce was, ** 1 hat the gate of a king ought never Uomai, 
to be fhut." 

Homai, or Khamani, about five months after her ac- 
ccffion to the throne, brought forth a fon of wonderful 
beauty. According to the cuftom of thofe times, the 
aftrologers were confulted as to the fortune of this young 
prince. They, it feems, were uninimoufly of opinion, PrediBions 
that his fate would by no means correfpond with his face; oftheaftro» 
but, on the Contrary, that he would bring great misfor-. '''^^'^^^^^^^ 
tunes on his country as well as hirnfelf ; for which reafon /f,|, 
they advifed, that he fliould be immediately deftroyed. 
The tendernefs of a mother would not permit Homai to 
follow their counfels ; and yet her love for her country 
extended fo far, that fhe determined, at any rate, to pre- 
vent his bringing on it thofe mifchiefs the aftrologers had 
thitatened. With this view (he caufed a little wooden Is expofed 
ark or cheft to be made, and, having .put the child into ^ /'"«»-' 
it, covered him with precious .ftones, and then fuffered fj^^ 
the veffel to fail down the Gihon or Oxus. The floating brought up 
cradle came at laft within the view of a poor man, who hj a ^4t* 
was by trade a dyer. He, ftruck with the novelty of the 
fight, took pains to draw the cheft on fhpre ; and was 
much furprifed on finding therein a child with things 
of fuch value, not doubting but it was the defcendent of 
fome great family. He carried it, with the precious ftoncs> 
to his wife ; who concurring with him in opinion^ that it ' 
was the fon of fome perfon of diftindlion^ bred it up with 
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a» much tcndcrnefs and care, as if it had been her owi>^ 
the dyer giving him the name of Darab, from the veffel 
in which, and the element wherein he was found, dar^ 
fignifying a w9oden vtjfel^ and ab, water. When this, 
child was grown up to proper age to be taught fome 
trade, the dyer would willingly have taught him his 
own \ but the child Ihewed a vifible reluQance thereto, 
and appeared to have a ftrong genius for war. The good 
old man, far from checking his inclinations, drained his^ 
abilities to the utmoft, to furniih young Darab with an 
equipage ncceffary to his ferving in the army, which was. 
SernfeSiAnd then raifed for tne reduftion of Roumeftan. This war 
diftin^uijbes ^^s of no very long continuance j but Darab performed 
th r^*^ fuch extraordinary feats of arms, thiat his praifes were' 
^' echoed by the whole army ; for, though the flower of 
the Perfian army had ferved, yet none had attained to fo 
high a reputation as this unknown youth. At their re» 
turn, therefore, from the war, the comn^ander in chief 
made fuch a favourable report of him to the queen his 
midrefs, that (he >va$ curious to fee his perfon. Darab 
was therefore introduced into the royal prefence^ where, 
after fome difcourfe about the war, and the great exploits 
he had performed, the queen demanded of him what >va& 
his name, and who were his father and mother. He an- 
fvvered, as to the fird, that his name was Darab, but that 
as to his parents he was not able to fay any thing ; that 
perfons he lived with, and whom he acknowleged for bis 
father and mother, were a dyer and his wife ; that the 
man had taken him out of the water, where he floated in 
a little ched, and that, from thence, they had given him 
*the muHn ^be name of Darab. The queen having confidered, and 
owns him enquired into his dory, owned him for her fon, and de- 
anddeclares clared him her fuccefTor, with the general approbation of 
htmkerfuc' ^^^ people '. This princefs, all the oriental writers, wha 
^■*^ * fpeak of her, agree, had a prodigious capacity, and 'was 

wonderfully careful in ordering tfU things for the good of 
her people. Above all things, die dudied- the adorning 
the glorious capital of her dominions, Idachr : to this end 
flie erefted a noble palace therein, the ruins of which are 
^^^^^ glorious even to this day, and are the fame which the Per- 
buHnki ^^"^ ^^^^ Chilminar, the palace of Perfepolis. We will 
palace of not take upon us to affirm that thefe authors are in the 
Perfepolis, right •, but we may fafely fay, that, in all human proba- 
bility, this palace was built about this time; and the rea* 

« Miikhond Hift. fc^. i8, D'Hcrbelot Artier. Homai. 
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fon ^frhich the eaftern writers aflign for queeli Homai's 
choofing to ereft it here, is neither* abfurd nor incredi- 
ble ; they allege, that Guflitafp having ere£ted feveral 
pyrea, or fire-temples, and cut for himfelf, and for his 
fucceffors, fuperb tombs in the rock which lies behind 
this palace, Homai was tempted to build a royal houfe in 
their neighbourhood, that all thefe marks of Perfian mag- 
nificence might appear together, and fet off each other : 
to her alfo are attributed feveral other monuments of "'^ ^^"'^ 
royal munificence, and a deep defire of fame, fuch as a 
multitude of pyramids, fmallery but not unlike thofe in 
Egypt, fcattered thtoughout all Perfia, and every where 
demoliihedby the foldiers of Ale^tander the Great. This 
prirtcefs is likewife faid to have built a city called Semrim, 
or Semirah : whence a famous Perfian author hath been 
led to think, that the Homai of the Perfians, was the Se- 
miramis of the Greeks ; but in this idea, perhaps there is 
more criticifm than folidity^. The author of another 
Perfian Chronicle is fo far from thinking her either the 
Semiramis of the Greeks, or fo famous a queen of Perfia 
as other authors make her, that he has totally omitted her 
name in his hiftory of the Perfian monarchs of the dynafty 
of the Kainites ^. Mirkhond, however, afliures us, that 
(he reigned thirty-two years, and then refigned the crown 
to her fon Darab *. 

All hiftorians agree, that Darab afcended the throne as Darab. 
the fon of Bahaman, or Ardfhir; and that he gave the 
high eft proofs of his royal defcent, by his wife and gentle 
adminiftfation. His valour had been fufficiently dif- 
tinguiihed tefore he afcended the throne : he fufiered it 
not to ruft after he affumed the royal dignity ; for at the 
fame time he loved juftice, and took care to have it ex- 
a£Uy adminiftered throughout all his wide dominions, he 
was likewife a munificent patron of arts and fciences, 
eafy of addrefs, eloquent in fpeech, and one of the moll 
humane princes that ever fwayed, a fceptre. On fome jf^ages a 
account or other he found it neceflary to turn his arms fucefsful 
on Filikous, that is Philip king of Macedon, at firft by nMara^ 
his captains, and at laft in perfon, with fuch fuccefs, ^f^^"^^^' 
that Philip, being driven to extremities, was obliged to '^^J^ ^^ 
accept fuch terms as Darab thought fit to impofe : and 
they were thefe ; that the king of Macedon Ihould. pay 
yearly the fum of forty thoufand pieces of gold, by way 

« Tarik. Monsekebh. w Tarikcozidih. « Mirk- 

Jiond, ubi fupca. 
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of tribute ; and ihould give ^s daughter, one of tb^ 
handfomeft princeifes in Greece, to Darab for a wife z 
Marries an article which was lite^-ally performed. The very firft 
Ais Jaugh' night that Darab pafTed with his new fyoufe, he found her 
^r^/li breath fo ofFenGve, that he refolved to fend her back ta 
back. *^ ^^^ father, though fome writers fay, fhe was with child. 
After the Macedonian war^ Darab applied himfelf wholly 
to the arts of peace, and to the fettling fuch things as were 
flill in diforder, and inventing new methods for giving 
cafe and fatisfaftion to his fubjeds. Among other wife 
and glorious a6ls of this good, king, the appointing pofts 
Sgttlespofis throughout all FerHa is particularly recorded. This* 
throughout fchcme he executed with fuch Ikill, that he had news 
Firfia^ brought him from every corner of his empire, by couriers 
His other fetting out regularly twice a day. He was the founder of 
ivorks, a pleafant and beautiful city in Proper Perfia, on- which 
be bedowed his name, calling it Darab-gerd, i. e. Mount 
Darab \ in the middle of which rofe a hill in the fhape 
of a tent, or pavilion ; and without its walls was a circle 
of hills, producing fait of various colours, tranfported 
from thence into all the provinces of Perfia. He likewife 
ereded another city, called Khourch : and after a reign of 
four years, according to Mirkhond*; of fourteen, faya 
another writer * \ at the end of twelve, fays a third •* 5 he 
died univerfally lamented, and left the .crown to his fon. 
Darab 11 I^arab the Second, or the Younger, furnamed Darab 
Kuchek, came very young to the crown, and what -was 
His bad mpch worfc, came to it without any of the qualities of a 
quatities. prince. HeVas haughty, brutal, perfidious, and cruel ; vices 
which rendered him in a ifaort time hateful to his people^ 
Hisfubj§as and obnoxious to his neighbours. The Perfians, ujiufed 
r^?'^^*^"^ to fuch tyranny, entered into private negotiations ^th 
^eten *" Afcander, the fon of Filikous, that is -^jexander the Great^ 
the fon of Philip, whom many of the Perfian writers be- 
lieve to have been the fon of Darab the firft, by the 
daughter of Filikous, whom he fent back becai^e of her 
ofF^nfive breath ; and perfuadcd him to enter Perfia Twith 
an army, promifing to join him as foon as he. arrived Mrith 
a force fufficieiit to prote£l them, and to put him in poC* 
feflion of an empire, of which they held Darab to be un- 
worthy.. As a pretence for making war, they advifed Alfc- 
ander to refufe payment of the tribute which his father 
had agreed to fend annually into Perfia; and with thefe 
fuggeftions the king of Macedon readily concurred. Da- 
• . - • * 

z Hift. fca. xix. « Tarikh Montekebb. b Lebtarikh. 
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rab, finding that Afcander did not fend his tribute as 
ufual, fent an ambaflador to demand it; to whom the 
Macedonian anfwered, that thofe who paid tribute in his Afcander 
country were dead. Bu^ others fay, that the pieces of ^f^^^", ^* 
gold, in which the tribute w^ |)ayable, being called by a ufualtrU 
name, which fignified at <)nce a piece of corn and an egg^ bute, 
Afcander anfwered Darab's ambaifador in derifion, when 
he demanded a confiderable fum of gold for the tribute in 
arrear, that the bird which laid thofe eggs was flown into 
another world, alluding to hig ; father's death, who had 
burdened his fubfe&s with this tribute. This anfwer 
greatly provoked Darab, who, to (hew at once hi« refent- 
ment and contenipt of fo weak an enemy, fent a fecond 
mefienger, with a prefent more expreflive of his mafter's 
fentiments than any fpeech or letter could have been. 
This prefent was a little caiket, containing a dibble, or 
planting ftick, a bag full of fmall ftonesy and another full 
of fmall coin ; the nrft to intimate that he was young and 
inconfiderate, and that he had better employ himfelf in his 
gardens, than in matters of ftate ; the fecond, fhewing^the- 
power and ftrength of the Perfian nation ; and the third 
tbeir riches, the whole implying, that it was a raih im- * 

prudent thing for fuch a petty prince as him to oppofe fo 
great and powerful a monarch. However this ambaifador, 
with his prefent, found Afcander on the point of taking 
the fields and had therefore no opportunity of carrying 
back to his mafter any anfwer* The troops of the king 
of Macedon were not very numerous ; but they were all 
chofen men, fuch as were valiant in their perfons, and at 
the fame time inured to hardfliips. On bis entering Afcander 
Afia he met with little oppofition, partly through the tnttrsAJia. 
hatred which the people had conceived againft Darab, 
and partly through the generofity of Afcander's beha- 
viour, who treated them not as enemies, but as fubjeds. 
When he arrived in Armenia, he received a letter from 
£)arab, wherein that monarch pretended great concern 
for his welfare, advifed him not to hazard a battle,* but 
rather to confent to a peace while it was yet in his power; 
adding fome menaces at the clofe. Afcander returned 
him for anfwer, that empires were bellowed by God 
alone, vAio changed them as he thought proper. He 
continued his march until he entered the province of 
Aderbayagjan, where he defeated one of Darab's cap- 
tains, who endeavoured to oppofe his paflage, and having 
gained this viftory, he advanced into Ghilan, This pro- 
vince, according tQ Mirkhond, was, in ancient times, a 
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flourifliing kingdom, called by its inhabitants Endfafet, i.e« 
the IFhite Indies^ in alluGun to the beauty of the country, 
which is far preferable to that of the Indies properly fo 
called ; its fituation, alfo being reitiarkably happy, on ac- 
count of the Cafpian Sea |Ftx om^ (id^, and their eafy correfr 
pondence with Tartary, F^rlia, and Armenia, all lying 
round them. This country Afcander quickly fubdued. 
From thence he marched into the heart of Perfia ; where, 
in the province, {)roperly called by that name, Darab 
met him with a prodigious army. After an obftinate 
and bloody battle, Afcander obtained the vidory; and 
Darab was forced to fly, leaving his camp, his wives, and 
his daughters in the. power of the vifby. In their flight 
the Perfians met with a river, wherem many, entering 
carelefsly, were drowned. At laft a ford was difcovercd, 
through which Darab, attended by the principal pcrfons 
in his army, pafled \ but the foldiers who followed hinU) 
crowding upon each other, the weakeft were thrown 
down, and periihed miferably in the water. Asfoonas 
the king had reached a place of fafety, he fent, once more, 
ambafiadors to Afcander to treat of peace, offering, in 
cafe he would fend back his wives and daughters, and re- 
tire with his troops back to Greece, to renounce all right 
of tribute, and make fome other conceilions. At the fame 
time thai he propofed this treaty, he difpatched ambafla- 
dors alfo to the kings of India and Macherek, intreadng 
them to yield him affiftance, that he might be able to 
drive the Greek out of his dominions; thefe they fur- 
niflied with fuch readinefs, that, in a (hort time, he bad 
an army more numerous and potent than that which he 
had loft. As for Afcander he treated the offers of Darab 
with derifion, making all the hafte he could to engage die 
Perfian forces. a fecond time» although he was well in- 
formed of the great reinforcements they had received. " It 
was not long before he brought them to a battle, in which 
the Greek gained another complete viftbry, Darab flyingi 
wit& a few of his captains, to a ftrong fortrefs) where, 
before he could well recoUedl himfelf, fome of his own 
fubjefts moft treacheroufly put him to death, by giving 
him feveral mortal wounds with their poinards, and 
then fled to the camp of Afcander, leaving their unhappf 
prince weltering in his blood. Afcander no fooner re- 
ceived the news, than he went, with the utmoft expedi- 
tion, to Darab's fortrefs, and found him in his laft ago- 
nies, which, fight fo affefted the Greek, that, .melting 

into tcare, and holding up his hands to heaven, he pro^ 
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tefted hfe had neither knowlege of, nor pleafure in, fo 
•execrable a deed. The dying king cxpreffcd great fatis- 
faftion at this declaratian, aflurcd him he thoroughly be- 
lieved all he faid, befought . him to chaftife the traitors 
by whofe hands he died, and entreated him to efpoufe 
his daughter Roufchengh, and not to put the feveral pro- 
vinces of the empire under the direftion of (Irangers ; with 
all which requeits Afcander promifed to comply. ^Then 
Darab, after making many afFefting reflexions on the Afcandtr*s 
mifery of human life, and inconftancy of fottune, yielded gtnereus , 
up the ghoft, after a reign of fourteen years. Thus far MavJoun 
"we have followed, for the moftpart, the author laft men- 
tioned. The reader might well expeft that we (hould 
here put an end to this feftion, efpecially fince he has 
already feen the hiftory of Perfia, according to the Greek 
vrriters, concluded at the death of Darius. But fo it is, 
that in order to purfue the theme laid down in the title of 
this feftion, we arc bound to carry on the hiftory to the 
death of Alexander ; for^ as we have fliewn before, the 
oriental wtiters, in order, no doubt, tafave the credit of 
the Afiatics, have pretended that the empire of Iran, with 
its depcndncies, which were then very great, came into 
the hands of Alexander, not fo much' by conqueft as by 
right. In this light, therefore, Alexander was the laft 
monarch of the dynafty of the Kalnites, and confequ^ntly 
his reign ought to be as much taken notice of here, as the 
reigns of any of his predeceflbrs. 

Alexander, fon of Philip, king of Macedon, is, by the AUpcauder, 
Perfian Writers, ftyled Ifcander ben , Filikous, which fig- 
nifies the fame thing ; only they pretend, that it was a 
Icind of furname beftowed for the following rcafon : they 
will have it that he was the fon of D^ab the firft, by the 
daughter of Filikous, whom he fent home becaufe of her 
naufeous breath ; but that Philip, bringing him up as his 
ov^n fon, and leaving to him the kingdom^ he called him- 
felf, out of gratitude, Alexander the fon of Philip, though 
be put in his claim to the kingdom of Perfia as heir of 
Darab his father. The oriental writers, in general, beftow 
another furname upon him, viz. that of Dhoulcarnein, 
or rather Dulcarnein, which fignifies literally, with two 
bornsy in allufion to the two ends of the world, the caft 
and the weft. Of the firft nothing can be faid with cer- 
tainty, or cyien with probability. To the fecond the eaft« 
crn writers, and efpecially the Perfian hiftorians, pay great 
honours, and mention many things concerning him, 
which are not to be mel with in the Greek and Latin hif- 
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tcriaoS' The Pcrfians are not ooly much charmed with 
the charader of Alexander \ they are alfo wonderfully 
pleafed with that of his vifier^ as they call him^ or, as be 
was in truths his preceptor, Ariilotle, .This wife man 
they call fometimes by the name of Arifthatbialis, but 
commonly, by way of abbreviation, Ariftou. They re- 
port that he was wonderfully fagacious^ even In his child- 
hood ; that he addi£ted himfelf very early to the fchool of 
Plato, and continued therein upwards of twenty yearS| 
till he fet up for himfelf, and became author of the fed 
of Mafchaioun, i. e. the Peripatetics. They affirm, like'* 
wi^e, that he diedi very old, and in high reputation through^ 
out all Greece. They are very pofitive that be was prime 
minifter to Alexander the fon of Philip ; and, in conie^ 
quence of this notion, they report a multitude of fine faj- 
ings and moral maxims, under his name. Ben CaiTaa 
informs us, chat Ariftotle compofed above a hundred dif- 
ferent treatifes on variouis fubje£ts $ and amongil the refti 
mentions one which is neither found among his worbi 
as we have them at prefent, nor is at all taken notice of by 
any of the Greek writers. Its title runs thus : '^ A dif- 
courfe on the condu<fi which a great general ought to ob* 
ferve after, the gaining or lofing of a battle ;*' which Ben 
Cafian fays he dedicated to Alexander the Great. As to 
his phllofophy, we cannot find that it was thcu'oughly 
ftudied by the ancient Perfians, though, in after-times, it 
came to be in high credit with the Arabians *. But, to rc^ 
turn to Alc3tander : Mirkhond, who has written very co- 
pioufly of his conqueds, affirms, that he reduced many 
nations to the tail of Perfia under his dominion, and that 
he advanced as far as the Indies ; that he was the founder 
of many- glorious cities, particularly of Heri or Heirati 
and Samarkand. He repoitSi likewife, that this .prince, 
being mightily taken with the Periian learning, caufed 
thre^e celebrated treatifes, written in that language, to be 
tranflated into Greek; the firft relating to Phyfic, the 
fecond to Aftrology, and the third to Natural Philofophy. 
He dividcdj fays the fame hiftorian, his ample dominions 
into ninety governments ; and, after a fliort and glorious 
life, ended his days at Babylon in the thirty^fixth year of 
his age, and feventeenth of his reign **, leaving his con* 
quefts to be divided among his captains, who are diftin« 
guilhed by the Arabians and Perfians with the title of Mof 
loiik al Shaovaif, i. e. the kings of nations orfamiliis* The 
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ferfians^ likewife, take notice of Alexander's brother 
AridaBus^ whom they ftyle Ardous^ an^, generaliy fpeak* 
ing, make him the fon^ inftjead of the brother, of tba; 
monarch. They agree^ however, with the Greek$, ia 
reprefenting him as a prince little qualified. for empire ^ 
but they foften this account, by pretending, that he dif-* 
pifed grandeur for the fake of wifdom, having learned 
from Ariftotle to think thofe goods only valuabiei which 
neither fortune nor . force can take away (B). We have 
now conduced the hiftory of the Perfian empire from its 
origin to its diflblution after the death of Alexander the 
Great. We (ball, in the Hiftory of Parthia, fee it revive 
under a prince defcended from their ancient kings, aa4 
of the magian religion* 



CHAP. XIV. 

The Hiftcry of the Scythians and Gomerians ; 
Under the federal Names of Celto^Scythes^ 
Sarmatiansy Majagetes^ &c. Scythians i and 
Cymmerians, Celtes, Ga/atians, Gauls^ Titans^ 
Sacis, &c. Gomerians. 

S E C T. I. 

^n Enquiry into the Origin, Antiquity y Migrations, and 
Settlements of the Scythians and Gomerians, confidered 
as two difiinSl Nations. 

THESE two nations make fo confiderable a figure Cettts ami 
in ancient hiftory, in fo many different parts of the Stythiams 
world, and under fucfa variety of names, that it would be ^fi^^d 

(B) The reader muft have, nor the other famous prince of ^^ 

by this time, perceived that that name, nor faid a iyllable 

theorientalhiftory of the kings of Xerxes and his expedition 

of Perfia, is 'no other than a into Greece, nor touched upoii 

romance filled with anachro- the other events and revolu* 

iiifms and abfurdities. Befides tions in the court of Perfi», 

the unconfcionable lengths of which have been recorded by 

of the different reigns, and of the Greeks, upon the con(^r- 

the age of Rufkn and his fa- ring teftimony of many unquef- 

ther, the author has not even tionable authors who were eye- 

inentioned Cyrus the Great, wltneiTes of what they relate. 

next 
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next to impoffible to aflign their different territories, or 
give their hiftory with any tolerable perfpieuity/ without 
prcvioufly tracing them to their diftindi originals, taking 
a corfory retrofpedl of their migrations and fettlemenis, 
and confidcring each of them under thofe various names 
by which they arc mentioned by ancient hiftorians. We 
muft take it for granted, in the firft place, that they were 
both defcended from Gomer, the eldeft fon of Japhet. 

Their pofterity are fappofed to have made migrations 
into Europe before they fettled themfelves into regular 
kingdoms and governments ; and from thofe firft colonies 
ibme of them returned again into Afia in proccfs of time, 
when they gave names to countries, cities, mountains, 
and rivers, which have caufed great confufion in ancient 
faiftorians.. It is no eafy talk even to determine whether 
the Scythians and the Gomerians, properly fo called, were 
originally the fame, or two diftinft nations; and yet, 
without fettling this previous point, we fliall find it im- 
poflible to convey anv diftinfl idea of their hiftory. 

None of the facred faiftorians mention thefe two nations 
by any other names than that of their progenitor \ and 
profane authors have been fo confounded by their variety 
of names, migrations, and exploits in feveral parts of 
Aiia, as well as Europe, and particularly by the affinity 
of thofe names which they gave in both places to towns, 
rivers, and mountains, in expelling one another, that it 
is not eafy to know whether th^y fpoke of the fame peo- 
ple, under different names, or of two diftinft nations. 
Sure it is, that if they meant to reprefent them as diftinft, 
. they have moft egregioufly confounded them, by afcribing 
' names, places, and exploits to the one, which belonged 
to the other. Herodotus, Ptolemy, and Juftin % have 
called the Scythians, who emigrated into Afia, by fome 
names,, and attributed fome aftions and places to them, 
which, upon clofer examination are found to have belong- 
ed to the Celtes or Gomerians, whom they had driven 
out of their European territories. Strabo tells us S that 
the old Greek hiftorians gave the liame of Scythians and 
Celto-Scythiaps to all the inhabitants of the northern re- 
gions, though it is plain that a confiderable part of them 
were properly Celtes or Gomerians *. And in the fame 

♦ See Ptolom Geogr. lib. vi. cap. ii. & 13. Herodot. lib. i- oip* 
75. »oS» & l>^' iv. cap. 49— 5*- Juftin. lib. i. cap. 8, & feqq. 
f Strab. GcQgr. lib. xi. p. 349 & 35a. s Vide Gencbr. fub A.M. 
1949. Lewis b Introdu^. in Hift. Biitain* cap. WW Jun. inGc- 

DCf. X. ft. ^ 

book 
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book lie adds^* that thofe people v9\io inhabited beyond 
the Cafpian Sea, which fliould be the Scythians, were, by 
the fame Greek hiftoriane, called feme 8ack$, and others 
Mafiagetes, though the former of thefe names, at leaft^ 
belonged only to the Celtes. 

For thefe reafons, many learned nien have chofen to 
reckon them as one people, branched out into that variety 
of names and chara£kers undet whiph they ar^diftinguiihed 
in hiftory. Notwithftanding which (pinion, and the 
filence of the facred books, Jofephus's authority has been 
generally received both by ancient fatbei^ and modetn 
authors, for what reafoa we know not. He affirms the 
Celtes or Gauls to* be defcended from Comer, and the 
Scythians from Magog, his next brother ^. With refpeft 
to the firft of thefe poutions, it is obferved, that notwith- 
ftanding all the various denominations which they have 
undergone (C), they have ftill preferved their original 

name 

^ Antiq. lib. i. cap. 7. VideHieron. TheodQret &al. in GeneC 
x. a. Bocbart. Phaleg. lib. iv. cap* 38. Jun. Le Clerc. Patric/ia 
t3cn. X. ». • 

(C)By tbefenameswemeaQ $gnify a 'warlike man. Bo- 
pot only theCymbrian^, Cym- chart copje(flureg that they 
inerian8,andCammerians; but were called Gauls and Gala* 
thofe of Celt^, Gauls, Gala- tians from the reduefs of their 
tians, Titans, Sacks, and per- hair (3). 
flaps alfo thofe of Scythians, Th^t of Titans may either 
Celto-Scythians, Celtiberians, allude to it, as it was a name 
and ibm^. oth.ers ; p^nly give^ of the fun, whofe etymon can 
to them out of compliment, no where be foappofitely found 
and pn accQuj^tgf their valour, as in the Celtic, in which ti, 
s^nd partly out of Contempt, or ty, fignifies a hou/e^ and tan, 
and in revenge for their incur? or taen,^/, and both together 
fions, plunders, and conouefls. theh^tjjt of fire* Some, how- 
Thus the wor^ Celts, in Greek ever, fetch it from the Celtic 
MAirai, or xfPurei, * fignifying tit, which in that, as well at 
i6^r/^}»^;y in Homer and Pindar, in the Hebtew, fignifies dufi 
might be given on account of or dirt; fo that Tirftnc (ball fig. 
their expertnefs in horfeman- nify the fame as terrigense, or 
ihip(i)« children of the earth or dirtm 

Ano,ther author (2) derives This laft etymon, if admitted, 
that word, and that of Gaul, ^ may be (uppofed to have been 

jfroQi the Celtic, in which both given them in fcom, and to 

(1) Vid. Godwin not. in Coram. Csfar. jit^. i. cap. 1. not. 3. 
(») Pezron. Antiq« Nat^ Celt. chap. iiL (3) Bocbart. J^htleg, 

Lib. ill. chap. 6. 

• ^roply 
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Aame of Gomro, or Cymro^ ^' defcendents of Goftier^ 
and retain it to this day» in all thofe countries where the 
Celtic or Gomerian language is retained. The affinity of 
found, however, between Cymro and Gomer is but a 
lame prefumption. 

Ptoleiny, otrabo» Pliny, Dionyfius of Alexandria, or 
rather Charax, Mela, and others, mention them under 
the names of Comarians, Camarians, Chomarians, Cym« 
bf ians, and Cymmerians ; all which terms are fappofed to 
be a corruption of their original name of Gomertans '» 
We have likewife the authority of fome ancient fathers^ 
who agree that Gomer was the father and founder of the 
Gomerians, called afterwards Celtes, GStlatians and Gauls ^. 
Cluverius gives us to underftand, that the ancient Celtic 
nation, which, according to him, included the regions of 
lUyria, Germany, Gallia, Spain, the Britannic and other 
northern ifles, fpoke all the fame language *, which was 
called Gomeraeg, or the language of Gomer. This, however, 
is an inconclufive argument, founded upon an afTertion 
unfuftained by proof. s 

We are at leaft as much in the dark with refpedi to the 
Scythian nation. Jofephus, who affirms them to be de- 
fcended from Magog, hath been followed by many of the 
fathers, and by a great number of modems ^ who could 
find no better authority. In migrating into Europe, if 
Corner's defcendents turned towards the norfh-weft, thofe 
of Magog may be reafonably fuppofed to have fpread 

^Ptolom. lib. vi« cap. it-*-i3. Pliny, lib. vi. cap. i6. Dion. 
Per. ver. 700. ^ Hieron. Tradit. Hsehr. in GeneT, Euftat. 

Ifidor. Orig. lib. ix. cap. a. 2onar. Bed. & al. ' Antiq. Ger« 

niai). lib. i. Cap. 6. Zc feq. & Introd. ad Geofr. lib. fi. cap^ jfefeq. 
* Hieron. Augaft. Euftath. Theodof. Bed. jofeph. Ben-QOr. Jun* 
Bocbart. Rawlegh. Munft. Heylin, & al. 

imply the bafenefs of their ori- renefes. Ptjf thus we find Gal- 

Ipn, ^ that of Sacks, «^hich Ira or Oaul divided into Cis 

figmtit^ tbiefi;es ^tidi ptundetetSj. ^\\di TfinS-Alpina, and the 

Was gtven theft on account of word Iberia feettis derived from 

theirlivingchieflybythattride. the old Celtic atid Teutonic 

That of Celtiberians, or in- ibcr, which flgnifies en^er (4) ; 

habitants of Celtiberia, or and thus Spain, which is fome- 

Spain, might be defigncd to limes found in the plural num- 

diftinguifti thofe Gehes on that| ber, was divided into Citeriot 



from thofe on this fide the Py- and Ulterior, 

(4) Cluver. iib, ii, cap. 3, 



them- 
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themfclves toward the north-eaft into both Scythlas» 
where we find the ancient Mufcovites or Tartarians ; dif- 
tinguifhed by the name of Mogli, which may be a cor- 
ruption or abbrevation of Magog li, the fons of Magog« 
To thefe conjeSures we may add, that thefe is fcarce a 
nation under heaven that fo fully anfwers the fierce and 
dreadful chara£ter» which the Scriptures give us- of G«g 
and Magog, as that of the barbarous Scythians ; though 
in {z€t this character was but too applicable to their 
neighbours in thofe early ages. 

We fliall now proceed to fay fomething of their difier^ 
ent migrations from Afia into Europe, which may ftiil 
throw additional light upon this obfcure fubje£l. The 
reader may remember that we formerly fettled Gomer, 
with his defcendents about him, in the province of Fhry« 
gia. Aiknenaz his eldeft fon, or, according to the Ar-^ 
menians, Togarmafa his youngeft, or, it may be, both of 
them took up their refidence in Armenia ; and Riphath, 
the fecond fon in Cappadocia ; or, in fome province, in 
the neighbourhood of Phrygia*. And when their in* 
creafe made it afterwards necefiary to enlarge their terri- 
tories, it is reafonable to fuppofe, that they kept a coN 
refpondence with each, other, by means of thofe rivers, 
along whofe banks both they and their defcendents were 
forced to pitch theiit tents, for the convenience of pafture 
for their numerous herds. Even when they began to 
fpread themfelves farther and wider into Europe, they 
feem to have nk>ved regularly and in columns, without 
interfering one with another, and as it were by a fettled 
contra^. For in proportion to their advancing i^orth* 
ward, we find the Gomerians, who had taken the left^ 
hand, infenfibly fpreading themfelves weftward, towards 
Poland, Hungary, Germany, France, and quite up to 
Spain, whilft the Scythians, or defcendents of Magog, 
moved to the rights eaftward, towards Muieovy and Tar^ 
tary, as far as the borders of Cathai. 

A Vid. £u&b« Loc. Hebr. Sc Bochart. ubi fupra, lib. iiit fiap. ti 
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VThe Hiftary of the, Celtes, under the Names of Gomert^ 
ans, Cymmerians, CytnbrianSy Celtes^ GaulSj Gala-* 
JianSy Titans, Sacks, isfc. 

CfMnjnvi \\/^ hiLve obfervcd the regular progrefs of the Celtes 
fkeir froni Phrygian their firft fettlcment, thorough Thrace, 

mamti t§ Hungary^ Germany^ Gaul, and Italy, till they had fpread 
Mm^H* dieBifelves to the utmoft border^ of Spain. In this large 
European tmfk it was, that having fixed their boundaries 
between the Scythians and themfelves, they began to ap- 
pear a powerful nation under a regular monarchy, or ra- 
ther in feveral confiderable and diftin£l kingdoms. Men- 
tion h made of them in fo many parts of £urope by an- 
cient geographers and hiftorians, that Ortelius took the 
name. of Celtae and Celtic to be the general appellation o£ 
all that part of the world ; and a map which he made of 
ancient Europe bears this title accordingly, *^ Europam, 
five Celticam, veterem, fie defcribere conabatur Abraha- 
X mus Ortelius." Though Ptolemy fays, that this part of 
the world was called Celtic from the people that firft in- 
habited it. For it is plahi from hiftory, that almoft every 
country in it, was inhabited by fome of them ; though 
thofe who fpread themfelyes on both fides the Rhine, and 
thence towards the fouth and weft, as far at leaft as the 
Pyrenees and the German Ocean, were the moft famous 
of all, and in procefs of time gave all that country the 
Titwiri* name of Gallia, and Galatia, though they themfelves re- 
ms itam$$ tained their own ancient name of Gomero, or Gomerians ^ : 
9ftk$ 2S for the term Cymerians, or Cymbrians, it was given 

^^*'* to none of the Celtes, but thofe who inhjabited |he more 
northern regions of Europe, above the Euxine Sea, and 
the north of the Danube, wlicre they were lefs known and 
intermixed. Thus that part of Germany now known by 
the name of Holftein was called Cymoria Kerfon^fus. 
The names of Titans and Sacks were t>eftowed only on 
thofe of Lefier Afia, fo that they feem to have been only 
known in this part of Europe, by thofe of Celtes and 
Gauls. The name of Galatians, yAKArni they received 
from the Greeks, but it is plain they meant the fame with 
Gauls, and accordingly ancient authors reprefent them as 

f See Pexi'on« Ant. Celt. Nat, cap. %. 

defcended 
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defccnded from the fame father, namely, Gomcr^. It 
was not however in this tra£lb of ground tlift they began 
to be famous for their warlike exploits ; they had already, 
fignalized their names in feveral parts of both the higher 
and lower Afia, where it is likely they began very early to 
be governed by feveral valiant princes of their own, and 
this is the reafon that we find the name of Gomerians^ 
and Goiparijtes, as well as thofe of Sacks and Titans in 
thofe parts among ancient geographers, which names 
were afterwards changed to that of Celtes, after their 
fpreading themfelves into Europe. But thofe early ex- 
ploits are fo intricate, fo darkly and differently related, -* 
and built fo much upon conjedure, that it would be dan- 
gerous to give them credit. It is plain, that thbfe Afia- 
tic conquefts did not remain long enough in their poffef- 
Con, to deferve a place in the geography of their counfry. 

It is not eafy^to fix the exaft boundaries, which di- T^rtgr^ 
vided the Celtes from the European Scythians. We fliall. rHorus^ 
only obferv£ that the former extended from the Danube 
to the fartheft part of Spain and Portugal, reaching at 
leaft three degrees from eaft to weft, that is, from that 
famous river to Cape Feneftre. It was bounded on the 
fouth by the Mediterranean Sea, and weft and north-. 
we^ft by the Weftern and Northern Ocean. 'How far it Gecgr^pfy^ 
extended full north, whether to the Hyperborean or Fro- 
' zen Sea, or only to the Baltic, we prefumc not to fay. 
It is probable they did not advance towards Sweden, 
Denmark, and the other more northern regions, till they 
found themfelves too much ftraitened in the more plea-- 
fant climates of the fouth. However, it is certain that in 
the time of Julius Caefar, not only they, but alfo the 
northern iflands of Britain, Ireland, and even Iceland 
were inhabited, and conftituted part of the Celtic Gallia. 
Accordingly Cluverius proves it to have, contained the 
countries of Illyricum, Germany, Gaul, Spain, and the 
Britiih iflands ; and adds, that they had all the fame lan- 
guage, though Varied into different dialedls, and confti- 
tuted but one large nation, though divided in procefs of 
time into a great multitude of tribes 'J. However, we 
find it greatly dwindled in Cafar's time ; who fays it only 
contained the three provinces called Belgium, Aquita- 

p Comp. Jofeph. Ant. Jud. lib. i. cap. 7. Euftat. Com m. lit 
Bx^mer. Hieron. Tradit. Hsebr. in'Genef. ix« Ifidor. Origin, lib. 
Ix. cap. s. & Pezroa^ ubi fupra. q Antiq. Germ* lib. i* 

«ap. %, & feq. ad St 

nia, 
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Ilia, and GaUia^ properly fo called '• So that Germany^ 
Bljrrtcum, and Spain,, were already difmembered from 
itj as. well as the weftem part of Italy. 

So confiderable was the Celtic nation^ even in the 
leign of Auguftus Csefar, though greatly abated of ita 
former grandeur, that it contained no lefs than fixty great 
commimitieS) diftinguiflied by the flames of cities or dif- 
tnQ»^ according to Strabo. Bat how much greater a 
figure they muft haye made before that time, may be 
guefle^ by that notable expedition they mad^ into Italyy 
in the time of Tarquin the elder, about fix hundred years 
before Chrift, when Bellovefus having penetrated through 
the Alps with a numerous army, reduced great part of 
Italy, called from them Gallia Cifalpina. For this, and 
tfaeir fucceeding exploits againft that prorince, and their 
conqueft of its metropolis, we may jultly look upon it as 
part of the Celtic or Gallic territories, tnough we fhould 
grant it to have been originally peopled by fome other na« 
tion, than the defcendents of Gomen Yet it is much 
more likely that his defcendents were the firft that peo- 
pled it, with the reft of Europe, it being impoffiUe that 
ib fine a country ihould eicape them in their progreffive 
migration. 

Platarcb, indeed, fpeaking of the Gallic or Celtic na- 
tion, tells us, that fome of them paffing over the Riphean 
mountains/ went and dwelt towards the northern fea, the 
extreme or northern parts of Europe, whilft others re- 
mained in the fouthem parts, between the Pyrenees and 
the A^ •. He adds, that having tafted of the wine that 
came out of Italy, they marched over the Alps, under the 
condud^ of a malcontent, named Arron, and conquered 
tfaofe territories, which had been till then held by the 
Tuieaas. But the name of Celtiberia, by which Spain 
was anciently known, and that of the Celtic promontory, 
now Cape Feneftrc, or Fintfterre, the utmoft verge of 
Spain, wefiward, on the one hand, and of Gallia Togata, or 
Cifalpina, on the other, including near one third part of 
Italy ^ weftward, plainly prove that they did not confine 
themselves within the limits of thofe two ridges of moun- 
^ns. 

Upon the whole then, fhe ancient territories of the 
Celtes extended eaft and weft, from the head-fpring of 

' Vid. Bell. Gal. fob. init. * In Vit. Cami!!. t Vide 

, Pto4«in.iibi fupra. Mela, lib. lit. t, %, Oliver, Pezron. ubi fu- 

pra« PeUoutler. Hift. des Celtes, lib, u cap. %, &al. 3. & alib. paflt 

the 



9%e Hijiory of ik Celfes. 32 1 

the Ifter or Danube^ which divided them from "the Euro- 
pean barmatia, quite acrofs Europe under Cape Finifterre^ 
and the Streight of Hercules, now Gibraltar, and con* 
tained thp following provinces : Iberia, now Spain and 
Portugal J Gallia ", or Celtogalatia, now France, with the 
Low CountHes^ Germany, as far as the Danube eaftward, ' 
and Denmark northward ; Rhetia, Vindelicia, and No- 
ricum, (ince called SwifTerland, Savoy, and Lombardy ; 
and Gallia Cifalpina, or Togata, containing that part of 
Italy now known by the names of Piedmont, the duchies of 
Milan, Parma, Mantua, and the republics of Venice and 
Genoa, befides the fouthern and northern iilands of Europe. 
Their territories had, however, been very much curtailed 
long before Julius Cxfar, nay, even reduced within the 
boundaries of the Alps, and Pyrenean mountains, from 
eaft to weft ; by the Mediterranean on the fouth ; and 
by the Rhine and Britifh Ocean on the north and north- 
eaU. All that trad, which lies between Geneva and the 
Alps, had been fome time before added to the Roman em« 
pire, over and above the Gallia Cifalpina lately men- 
tioned, which they had invaded in the time of Tarquin, 
and advanced almoft as far as the middle of Italy. Gallia, 
thus curtailed, was called Comata ; and Csefar divided it 
into three nations, namely, Belgae, Aquitani, and Celtes 
or Gauls.* (G). But by this time a great part of the Cel- 
tic territories had been difmembered from it ^ as Spain, 
which had pafled from the Carthaginians to the Romans; 
the Gallia Narbonenfis, which was become a province o£ 
the Roman empire ^y and included all the fouthern pro- 
vinces of Gallia along the Mediterranean, from the Py- 
renees to the Alps ; this laft contained at leaft Gafcony^ 
Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphine. Neverthelefs, thefe 
three diviiions were far from being all that the Celtes had 
left in Europe, though Cxfar has made the moft of them 
in his account of that war; Other divifions of Gallia^ 
which were made by Auguftusj and othei^ Roipan em- 
perors, after the conqueft of it, will be beft feeit in the 
Gallic hiflory. 

» Vid^ Polyb. lib. iii. « Bell. Gal. lib. i. cap. i. f Ibld« 

lib. ill. cap. so. 

(G) Probablv from the in- Togata, fronv the long robei^ 

habitants wearing their hair and the Ulterior, or Tranf- 

long, contrary to the cuftom alpine, Braccata, from the 

of the Romans. Thus we find breeches which were worn by 

alfo the Gallia Citerior called its inhabitants. 

Vol. IV. Y Ses^s 
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Seas of note we're tire Mediterranean, the IV'effeM^ 
Briti(h> and Northern Oceans, and the Baltic. The prin^' 
eipal lake in thofe territories is that of Genera, which is 
npwards of twenty miles in length, and about eight in 
breadth : and, by its being navigable, enriches both the 
city of that nante, and all the adjacent cauntries. To 
this we may add that of Serviere, in High Daupfaine* very 
remarkable upon another account. It is a good day's 
journey up in the Alps, and yet has been found to have 
a communication with another much fmaller at eight of 
nine miles diftance, which is computed to be neai half a 
mile perpendicular lower than the former, without being 
overflowed, or fending out more water than a very incon- 
fiderable dream, fcaree fufficient ts> turn a mill. Chief 
mountains are the Pyrenees and Alps, otherwHe cslled 
Apennine, of great length, and fuch prodigioos height* 
that they are always covered with fnow. The latter were 
fuppofed by Livy and others to have been called Apen- 
nine, from Hannibal Penninus, but much more probably 
from the old Celtic word pen, a head^ by tcafon of their 
exceeding height and wbitenefs. So that Apennine may 
be only a contra£):ion A Pen Ghwin, Uthiu htadt^ as the 
word Alps may be derived from the Celtic alp or alb> 

The chief rivers arc the Ifther, or Danube, which rifes 
in Scythia, and empties itfelf into the Euxine, or Black 
Sea. The Rhine, which fprings from the mountains of 
Switzerland, and runs through Germany and Holland 
into the Britifh Sea. The Seine» Loire, and Garonne^ 
The Ddrius, now Duero, which deicends from the moun- 
tains of Sierra in Afturia, into the Atlantic Ocean at 
Oporto. The Tagus, or Tajo, which erodes great part 
of Spain and Portugal, and falls into the fame ocean below 
Olyupon, or Lilbon. The Anas, now Quadiana ; the 
Boetis, or Tarteflus, now Guadalquivir ; thfefe two empty 
themfel^es in the Gulf of Cadiz. The Ibcr, now £bro, 
which defcends from the fame mountains of Sierra with 
the Durias, but taking a contrary courfe, runs eaftward 
into the Mediterranean, and empties itfelf into the Gulf 
of Valencia. TheRhodanus, or Rhofne, which hath its 
fpring from the mountains of Switzerland, but defcends a 
contrary way, and croffing the L^k^ of Geneva, runs 
through the fouth part of Frante, and empties itfelf into 
the Mediterranean, near Marfeilles. The Padus, or Po ; 
and Adefis, now Adige, which defcend, the former from 
Piedmont, and the latter from Switzerland^ and fail at » 

AiaU 
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fmall diftance from each other mto the Gulf of Venice. 
Of all which, as Well as the mountains, laices, &c. above 
mentioned, and others of iefs note, we Ihall not now 
make fsiriher mention^ but refer the defcription of them 
till we' come to fpeak ih courFe of thofe kingdoms and 
countries to which they belong. AH that needs be added 
ort that head is, that the greatefl part of the names of 
thefe and of other fmaller rivers are certainly of Celtic 
cxtraftion, and agreeable to their different charafters. 
Thus Garimna, from garw, roughs expreffes its great ra- 
pidity. Rhodanus, from Rhedog, to run fwiftlyy implies 
its fwift courfc, "Arar, now Saori, is fo called from its 
flownefs^ its defcent into the Rhofn6 being fcarce percep- 
tible. Durius, or Duiro, from dour, water^ or river^ 
whence the names of a great many cities and towns, fitu- 
atc near the water fide, ended in duro and durum. 
Thus likevirife the names of counties and diftri<9ts which 
ended in tan, or tain, and in the Latin tania, as Aquitain, 
Britain, Lufitania, &c. are formed from the Celtic tan and 
ftan, a region^j and imply the country of waters, of the 
Britons, and Lufians, which laft were a Celtic people, 
from whom came the Portuguefe. 

SECT. III. 

Of the Antiquity y Government^ Laws^ Religion. Cufioms^ 
Learning, and Trader af the Ancient Celtes. 

'T* HOUGH the Celtes exceed all other natioris in an- 
-■' tiquity, fuppofing their defcent from Gomer, the 
eldeft fon of Japhet, the eldeft fon of Noah, yet it miift * 

be owned, that our knowlcge of their government, laws, 
and religion, is extremely defeftive ; whether owing to 
the want of records, or rather to the flbwnefs and length 
of their migrations into Europe, where we find them firft 
fettled into a fpacions and regular polity. A late an- 
tiquary * hath indeed attempted to prove, that upon the 
diiperfiori of Babel, Gomer, or his immediate defcendents, 
entered Armenia, thence proceeded into Phrygia and 
Cappadocia, till at length, under the conduft of Acmon, 
and afterwards of his fon Uranus, two warlike princes, 
they fpread thcmfelves farther, and fent their colonies 

z Vide Camden. ]^rit. Lewis* Introdudl. in Hift. Brit. Pezron. 
Antiq. lib. nu fub voc Tai», & iilib* • PesrQii. Aiftiq. Nat. 

Celt, paflf. &ch* 15. 
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from Lcffcr Afia even into Spain. ChronuSi or Satnrm 
Jupiter and Mercury, or Teutat, were their three nex* 
fuccclTors ; and it was this laft, according to our author^ 
who fettled the Gomerians, then called Titans, in Europe, 
into a regular goveniment, gave them laws, and, there 
they changed their name into that of Gehes and Gauls. 
According to this fyftcm then this Gomerian polity muft 
have begun about the time of Terah, Abraham's father ; 
or even of Nahor, if Maneus be admitted to have been, as 
fome hiftorians think, the father of Acmon, though Sa* 
turn was the firft who took the title of king. 

All this theory our author attempts to prove from an- 
cient authors, and in a letter to the abbot Nicaife, difplays 
an elaborate plan of Celtic antiquities, which, had he 
lived to have finlffaed, might have afforded u$ a much 
greater number of others ; but he died before he could 
complete the work ; and the plan itfelf is both too copious 
and liable to exceptions, to be here inferted. We fhall 
only obferve, that nothing is more likely than that the go- 
vernment of the Celtes was originally monarchical as well 
as that of other nations, fince we find it fubfiiling in the 
fame form even in Cxfar's time, when they had fpread 
themfelves all over Europe. Only they had fo far altered 
their conftitution, that inilead of obeying one monarch, 
they were divided into a number of petty kingdoms, and 
did not yield the abfolute command to any individual, ex- 
cept \vhen their territories were threatened with invafion 
from a common enemy. 

What their laws^ were, whether rcdirced into a body, or 
depending upon the will of their fovereign, we cannot 
find. We are indeed told, that Mercury did poliOi and 
• give them laws, and ^ that Samothes, otherwife called 

Dis, and Difcelta, a man of fingular learning and wifdom, 
;md the firft founder of the Celtic monarchy, gave them a 
body of law3 and difcipUne, which he #rote in the He- 
brew tongue, bot in the Phoenician chara&er ; and that 
the Greeks borrowed the latter from the Celtes^, when 
they re-entered Afia. It is added, that he was therefore 
called the Saturn of the Celtes, and that their learned 
men, fuch as divines and philofophers, were called from 
himSamothei. But if ever he wrote fuch a body of laws, 
it is certain we have nothing left of them ; neither can we 
find ^nv footfteps of either his or any other's in any au- 
thor ot credit. However, as they very much deviated 

;b Vide Lewis, Hift. Brit» cap. *k St aa6l. abeo citat. 
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from the fimplicity of their brethren the Scythians in 
their manner of life, they can no more be fuppofed to 
have been without fome laws for the prefervation of pro* 
perty, than their warlike genius could be without martial 
difcipline. » "* 

The curetes, and aCterwards the druids and bardS) were 
the interpreters of their laws ; judged all caufes, whether 
criminal or civil ; and their fentence was reckoned fo fa-^ 
cred, that whoever refufed to abide by it, was by them 
excluded from ^flifting at their facred rites: after which 
exclufion no man dared converfe with him, fo that this 
punifhment was reckoned the mod fevere of all,. ev<n fe- 
yerer than death itfelf. 

Their religion was very like that of the Scythians ; they Reffgiott* 
neither built temples nor reared ftatues to the Deity, but 
pla^i.ted fpacious groves inftead of them, which being 
open on tjbe top and fides, were in their opinion more ac- 
i:eptable to the divine ^nd unconfined Being which they 
adored. In this particular their religion feems to have 
refembled that of the Ferfes and difciples of Zoroafter. 
They oniy differed from them in making the oak, inftead 
of the fire, th^ emble^ of the Deity ; in chuHng that 
tree above all others to plant their groves with, and attri- 
buting feveral fupernatural virtues to its wood, leaves, 
fruit, and mifletoe, all which were made ufe of in their 
iacrifices and other parts of their worfhip. At leafl, 
this is what appears to haye been the notion and prac- 
tice of tljteir immediate defcendents, the ancient Gauls 
and Germans, 01^ each fide the Rhine. But after they 
had adop:ted'the idol^atcous fuperflitipn. of the Romans 
and other nations, . and the apotheofis pf their heroes 
and princes, they came to worfhip them much after 
the fame manner ; as Jupiter under the name of Taran, 
which in the Celtic fignifies thunder: Mercury, whom 
fome authors call Heus or Hefus, probably from the Celtic 
huadh, which fignifies a dpg^ and might be the Anubis 
latrans of the l^gypti^ns. But, Mars was held ih the 
greateft veneration by the warlike, and Mercury by the 
trading part, as we fhall.fhew in its proper place. In like 
manner we find the Cretans at once worfhipping Jupiter, 
and fhewing his fepulchre at the city of Gnoflus ; for which 
reafon, whilfl Callimachus calls them liars for forging a 
tomb for that god, others, efpecially the Chrifiian fathers^ 
juflly blamed their folly for adoring him as a deity, whom 
jihey acknowleged to be interred in their own country. 
It would be labour loft to inquire what other rite5| be^ 

y 3 fides 



fides thoie already mentionec}, the Cek^$ bad be£pt];e thef 
deified their kidigs» but, in the fequ^U we find them very 
mu^h addided to all kind of (uperftiMon, ditindtion^ aftra- 
logy, magic, and other kinds of forc^ry. The care of re* 
ligion was immediately under their curetes, Cnce knowi;i 
by the natnc of di^uid^ and bardfr (D)» Thefe were, as 
Caefar tells us, the per(Qj;mer$ of facri&ces, md ajl reli- 
gioua rites, aud expounders of reHgioj> to. the people* Thpy 
aifo inftrufbed youth in all kind of karniog,^ fuch as pbi- 
lofophy, aftronomy, ailrology, the Inamortality and tranA 
migratijon of the foiil, which was both an iindtjement tQ 
virtue, and an antidote, agsunil the fear of dead»* Tbefe 



(D) The curetes wcrc,aniQng 
the Titanic Celtes, what the 
druids were afterwards among 
the Gauls, and were had in the 
fanie reverence and efteem, in- 
fomuch that the education of 
Jupiter was committed tothem; 
smd Ores, one of his ions, uras 
of their fociety. It is not eafy 
to trace their original ; and 
Strabo, tj^diO. and learned a.s he 
waft, doth not feem to be fatif- 
fied with all he has faid about 
them. Their name of curete 
feems derived from the Cehic 
word euro, tojirike oxh:at one 
th'mg againft another^ whence 
the Greek k^w by the tranf- 
pofition of a letter, which fig- 
nifies the fame. - And this 
feems to have been given them 
on account of their, firiking 
their ftiiclds with their javelins, 
which an ancient author tells us 
they did (i^, vi^hen they kept 
young Jupiter concealed in a 
cave, that his jealous father 
might not hear his cries. But, 
whether they went heretofbre 
to the wars, and encouraged 
the combatants with this their 
noife and .dances, or were ex • 
empt from that duty like the 
druids ( 2 } , they muii have been 



different from the bards, who, 
though in all other refpedts of 
the fame order, yet were oblig- 
ed to excite and encourage the 
people to warvvith their poetic 
and niuiicfll compofitioti. Upon 
this account it is that thefe 
bards are alHcmed by CseGir (3) 
to have been the 'inventors <^ 
Bttufic, and poetry, or rather tq 
have received it from their 
king Bardus, whom Berofus 
affirms to have reigned over the 
Gauls and Britorns, or Cymbri, 
from whom they were called 
bards. 

The druids, fome think, 
were fo called from Berofus's 
Druys, the fourth King of the 
Celtes^ a, man of uncommon 
learning for thofe days : but wc 
are of opiqion, with Camden, 
that Pliny's is more probable, 
who thinks that they were fb 
called from the Celtic and 
Greek word dros or drofs, an 
oak^ which tree was held fo 
facred by the Celtes as well as 
Scythians, that they performed 
moft of their religious rites 
near (bme large oaks, if not in 
oak groves, and o&red no fa<^ 
crifice without fome leaves of 
that tree. 



(i) ApoHod. Bibl. i. cap. 1. ap. Ptzron. («) Lewis, Hift^ 

Biit« cap. 5. Pezron. chap ti, (j) Bell. Gail, libu vi. 
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Aey faugbt their difciplcs by oral tradition, ^(teemi^g 
tbem to be too facrcd to be committed to writing. 

Other more commoti faWcfts, fuch as their hymns to 
their gods, the exploits of their princes and generals, and 
their exhortations to the people in time of war, and efpe- 
daily before a battle, were couched in verfe, and reeited, 
or rather fung, by them, upon all proper occaiipns. Thoujgb 
even thefewere alfo kept from vulgar eyes, and cithef 
committed to memory, or il to writing,, the whole wafr* a 
fccret to ail the laity. Tbofe pteetic records wer^ increafed 
ifi C«far*3 time to fuch a bu4k, that it took up a young 
bard near twenty years to Icarrt them by heart. Diodorus, 
ipeaking of the Celtes, teHs us farther, that the poets ufed 
to accompany their fongs with inftrumental muGc, fuch zi 
that of organs, harps, a<id the like ; and that they werd 
fiad in fuch veneration, that even when twd armies were 
engaged in battle, if one of thefe poets or bkrds appeared^ 
both fides immediately ceafed fightitig. But the true rea« 
fon was, that they were univerfally believed to be prophets^ 
93 well as poets, fo that it was thought dangerous as well 
^s impious, to'difobey what they fuppofcd came from their 
gods. 

Thefe prophetic philofophers kept academies, which 
^ere relbrted to by a great number; not only of their owa 
youth, but even of other countries, infomuch that Ariftotle 
fays, their philofophy pafled fronci thpnec into Greece, and 
fiot from Greece thither^. Diodorus quotes likewife g 
paiTage out of Hecateusr, whidh is not lefs curious, im^ 
porting) tltat their druids bad fome kind of inftruments, by 
which they could draw dlftant objefts nearer, and make * 
them appear larger and plainer^ and by which they could 
<lifcover even feas, mountains, and vallies, in thcmoon \ 
a teftimony which (hews that they muft have made fome 
great progrefs in that fort of learning a(bove other nations. 
Other authors add many things in praife of their- virtue 
and morality ^. But a Roman hiftorian makes no fcruple 
to call their religion an impious fuperftition ; and as fuch 
it was forbidden by Auguftus, andaboliflied by Claudius*. 
Lucan is.no left fevere upon theni ; and it muft be owned 
that they adopted, in procefs of time, feveral barbarous Cruel caf» 
cuftoms, fuch as facrificing human vi^ims to their gods, '*"'• 
as more acceptable to them than any other animals ^> 
Piodorus tells us of another inhuman cuftom they ufed in 

c Ap. Laert. de Vit, Phiiof. cap. i. 'See Vitus Bafin((oc9 

pamden, Lewis, ^ al. < Sueton, in vit. Claudi* 'Mela* 
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tbcir divinationSf efpecially on Important occaCons, namely 
the killing fome of their flaves, or fome prifoner of war, if 
they had any, with a fcimiter, to draw tb^ir augury from 
the dreaming of their blood* 

But though they refembled the Scythians in their 
barbarous cuftoms and warlike temper, yet they w^re faf 
from imitating that people in their paftoral life. They 
indeed anciently lived much the fame wandering life. 
They carried their families in large waggons, ranging 
from place to place in fearch of conqueS, pleafure, or 
pafture for tlieir numerous flpcks, on the milk and flefii of 
which they chiefly lived, except fuch venifon as they kill- 
ed, and fuch fruits as they found growing wild, fof they 
were then wholly uhattentive to agriculture ; and when 
they adopted it in the fequel, they commonly left the care 
of it to theif wives and Haves. But thefe, degenerated 
much fooner than they, and from the mofl plain, (imple, 
and temperate life, made a tranfition to drunkennefs, and 
luxury. At length they began to build fine houfes> towns, 
and cities, which lafi tney fortified and adorned with (pa*? 
cious walls, towers, and fumpt^pus edifices. They were 
upbraided by the Romans with following what has been 
confidered as the oldeft law in th< wprld> which gives 
^o the ftrongeft what the weaker cannot defend c. This 
they not pnfy acknowlegpd and gloried in, affirming that 
' .the gods always favojired thofe who had the beft right \ 
but recriminated with great juftice figainf^ the Romans^ 
who, though ihey pretended to difown the doftrine, yet 
made no fcruple to follow th^ pra^ce^ And indeed fo 
greedy were the Celtes of conquefl: and plunder, as well as 
pf keeping what they had gained, that they generally fought 
witl^ fuch ftreneth and fury, that nothing could withftand 
them : and fo ludden and violent were their onfets, that, 
Ijike fire and ftorm, they drove all before them. They fel- 
dom gave quarter to their enemies, and, therefore, were 
looked upon as a cruel people *>. As for the prifoners they 
look in war, they commonly fold them to their great men, 
who made flaves of them, and appointed the moft fightly 
of them for their retinue. • Inftcad of the ikins of their 
enemies, worn as ornament^ by the more favage Scythians, 
thefe chofe to adorn themfelves with their fpoil. They wore 
gold rings, and bracelets, and chaina about their necks ; 
and were very neat in their drefs. 

t Vide Plutarch in Vit. Camil. fc Id. in Vit. Mar. Vid. ^ 
& Strab. Tacit. Pio, Herodian, Mela, & »1. 
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We have alfo obfervcd that they were expert horfcmcn, J^tfr//i# 
fo thatf confiderine their martial genius and difcipljjie, their <^i/<^'/^*'* 
cavalry feldom failed of doing execution. They were no 
lefs famed for their armed chariots, and their dexterity iiv 
managing them* In other rcfpefts we do not find that 
they had any thing but what was common to aimoft all 
other nations. Their arms were bows and arrows, dartSt 
javelins, fcimiters, daggers, and a kind pf bayonets; they had 
Jikewife fhields, and head-pieces : and as they were divided 
into petty kingdoms, or tribes, they divided their armies 
in the feme manner in time of war, that the valour and 
inerit of every tribe might be the better known, and that 
every man might be thereby ftimulated to advance the ho-' 
nour of that to which he belonged. As a further encou- 
ragement to their bravery, it was the bufinefs of their pQet3 
to record the a£lions of thofe that fignalized themfelves, in 
fongs and ftories which were afterwards fung at thcix? indtmintM 
games, and other folemnities, as well as when they went to tvaJiimr 
%Q engage an enenxy ; and this recital had fuch an effc£l ^d bra" 
upon them, that they chofe to die with their weapons in '^*^* 
their hands, rather than be made prifoners. It was alfo 
their cuftom, before a battle, to obferve the heavens, and, 
if poffible, to avoid fighting till after the full moon. Thc;y SuperfltU 
ufed alfo, like other nations, to confult their priefts or wscufiimttm 
augurs upon all emergencies, but efpecially before an 
engagement ; and, if the augury proved good, thofe priefts 
ufed to march before them with fongs, and dances, and 
mufical inftruments, till the onfet was begun ; but if their 
augqry proved otherwife, they gave fuch heed to it, that 
nothing but abfolute necefTity could prevail on them to 
fight. Their martial laws ufed likewife to be couched in 
.verfe, and fet to warlike tunes, which they were obliged 
to learn by rote, and to fing upon proper occafions, fo 
that their very youth were verfed in them, and knew the 
theory of military difcipHne, long before they were of age 
to bear arms. They feem, in a word, to have omitted nor 
|:hing that could infpire them with a defire of conqueft and 
glory J and to cherifli the warlike temper for which they 
have been fo famed in hiftory. 

Their language was the old Celtic, or Gomerian, the Language 
fame which is ftill fpoken in the mountains and iflands of 
Scotland, as well as in fome parts of Ireland ; and, with- 
out all doubt, the Welih is a dialed of the fame tongue. 
Jt was univtfrfally fpoken through Europe, except that 
through length ot time, and diftance of place, and iiiter- 
ynixture with the Scythian$ and other nations, it had been 

divided 
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dmdcd into a great variety cf dialefts, AR'Wrfr ftill retained 
the plain marks of their original mother*. Even the 
Galatians, who were fettled in Leffer Afia fo many cen- 
turies before, are affirmed by St. Jerom to have fpafce the* 
fame language with the inhabitants of the province of 
Triers, or Treves ^, which vras then a mixture of oM Celtic 
and Teutonic •, not confined to Triers, but common ta 
Gaul and Germany ; but tl^«t city is only mentioned by 
that father, as being in his time the metropolis of Gau!^ 
in which he had made fomc abode, and where he had anr 
opportunity of informing himiBstf about the nature of the 
ancient language. Neither need we wonder that the Gallo- 
Greeks ihould retain the old Celtic, fince they were de- 
fc^nded from them, and efpecially if we confider how 
fond and tenacious the whole Celtic nation was of it. And 
hidecd thofe who are beft acquainted with it will readily 
own, that no tongue, either ancient or modem| carries 
IWftgr. greater marks of antiquity than this GomrocF, or Gaelic, 
We (hall take a proper opportunity of fpeaking our Ifen- 
tim'ents of their ancient poetry, in wnich their curetes and 
druids recorded all the exploits of their heroes ; for thofe 
poets were their only hiftorians, and their tongue abound-^ 
cd, like th^ Hebrew, and other eaftern languages, with 
bold allegories and figures. As to their . mufic, they arc 
fuppofed to have brought it from Crete, where having 
found an iron mine on Mount Ida, they began to forge 
tpojs, arms, (hiclds, and armour ; hence fprang noH 
only the trades of ftniths and armourers, but even the firft 
notions of mufic are faid to have been taken from the (bund 
of their hammers, the clattering of their armour, and 
the beating of their (hields, efpecially when the curetes 
*were employed in nurfing young Jupiter '. How far 
they have Trnproved thefe, and what other arts they culti- 
vated, mad be only guefied at from their manner of life i 
for fince, their warlike difpofition did neither hinder them 
from building cities and magnificent edifices, tior from 
afftfting fonue grandeur in their equipages, drefs, anxl 
houftiold furniture, we may reafonably fuppofe all thofe 

* De bi« vid^ Cam. Brit. Joacb. Pcrion. Orig. Ling.- Celt. 
Briemv. Irvquir. in Orig. Liiv^ LUiydd Davies & Robert. Gram. 
Wootoo, Hick. Ltxic. Lewis & Pezroo» Qbi ftipra. Hotonum 
Franco Ga4ia» ca;p. xi. p. ao, & ai. mult. Vjd. & Bochart Geogr. 
Sacr. part i. lib. i. cap. 41, ad fin. & Pelloutier, ubi fupra, cap. ▼. 
k Prtfat. in Comm. in Epift. ad Galat. vid. Accet. fup. citat. et 
GlofTar. Ct\\. io CoVle£t. Leibnitz, tcrni. ii. p. 81, & feq. ' See 

Mewton'f Chj»onoL p. 14. Fezroa,. FeUoutico & al> fup. citat. 
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arts and manufa£tures that tended to luxury^ were en^ 
couraged ambngft the(9* To thefe we may add agricuU 
ture and feeding of numerous herds^ which they com- 
mitted to the care of their (laves and inferior fort of pe<H 
pie* Whatever luxary they might be guilty of with rc- 
fpe£i: to drefs and equipage, we do not find that they ufed 
any in their food. Pulfe of all forts was their cQOunpn ^^^ 
diet, efpeciailly that which the Greeks called elintos, 
which we take to be the fame with iim, which in the 
Celtic fignrfies milht^ and is a very nourifhing gr^im 
Milk was alfo a con (l^erable part of their diet ; and as to 
fiefli they eat very fparingly of it, if wc except that of 
fwine, called in the Celtic fouckh, whence perhaps thq 
Greek |i/ju6 or §/x«i, and* the word fipk, ufed by thp 
country people, in feveral parts of Europe to call their 
hogs. 

Concerning their ancient traffic we have not nmch'tq Thivr 
fay, only when Mercury the fon of Jupiter had obtained '''4^* 
the empire of the Weft, that is of Europe, as we fhaH 
fee in its proper place ; he is faid to have poliihed theni 
very much by his laws and learning, and by the gre^t im- 
provements he made in trade and commerce (£), of 
which, after he was deified, he was worfhipped as the 
patron and proteftor, and had every where ftatues reared 
to his honour, as we are told by Caefar himfelf ". Thus, 
from a wandering, conquering, ravaging, proud, and 
ambitious people, like the Scythians ; he fo poliihed them 
by degrees, that they vied in moft rcfpefts with all other 
nations in learning and politenefs, as will farther appear 
by what we have to fay of that deity under the next fec- 
tion. We might here add the chara^er that is given them ^^'»'' ^^^ 
by many ancient authors, with relation to their virtues and ^'^^^ 
vices* But as this relates rather to the Gauls, than to 
jthe old Celtes their anceftors, we ihall not expatiate on 
that fubjed:, till we come to the Gallic hiftory. 

» Comment, lib. vi. cap. 16. 

(E) Hence the name of which he is fuppofed to have 

Mercury feems to have been taken at his going into, or re^ 

given him from the Celtic turning from Egypt, feems like*- 

mere, merchandize^ and ur, a wife to be of Celtic extra^lioo^ 

man^ as if he had been called teut tat, fignifying the fa- 

by way of excellence the man, ther of the people, fuch as he 

mailer, or founder of mer- was upon this and many other 

cbaodizing. That of Teutar, accottntSt 
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The Chronology and Hifloiy of the Gomertans or 

Celtes. 

* \ 

ALL that bas been faid concerning ^be time of tbeir 
.^^ migration from Afia, as well as of their exploits ia 
tbat pajrt of the world, is bu^lt upon mere conje6^ure ^ 
and it would be a fruitle£s; attempt to fettle their cbrono* 
logy upon a better footing. Sir Ifaac Newton thinks that 
botn the Celtes and Scythi^ans had already fpread them- 
ielvesoverLefler AQa and Europe, before the year of the 
flood 1220^ that is, about the latter end of the Ifraelitifh 
judges. But before that time, they had Cgnalized them- 
lelvcs in Afia> under the names of Sacks and Titans9 and 
. lia^ a fuccellion of kings, the firft of whom, according ta 
Pezron, was contemporary with Terah, the father of A- 
braham ; that is, about the year of the flood 1070. Fezron, 
Kowever, offers little more than conjedlure for what he 
li^ advanced ". 

But in order to open a way to their hiftory, it will be 
ncccflary to mention what is previous to it, with refpeft 
to the migrations and exploits of the Gomerians in the fe- 
veraf parts of Ada, before their fpreading into Europe. 
For though mentioned by ancient geographers and hif- 
torians under other names, fuch as Titans, Sacks, Par- 
tbians, and Celtes, yet they feem to have been really the 
lame people, the defcendentsof Gomer ; and thefe appel* 
lations were giien them by other nations, whilft diey 
ihemfelves not only preferved that of .their progenitor^i 
but were even known by it to thofe very authors, who 
ipnentlon them under other denominations. ^ 

Frorn Phryeia, the place of their firft fettlement, we 
find them under the name of Comarians, fixed along the 
river Jaxartes, beyond th^ Cafpian Sea> quite up to the 
province of Baftria ** ; thefe Ptolemy exprefsly calls Sacks, 
Comerians, andCuretes**; " The Saccse (fays he) which 
inhabited along the Jaxartes,, were the Camerians and 
Curetes.** As we find the Saccae in the more fruitful 
plains of Armenia, Cappadocia, Gallo-Graecia,and all thofe 
provinces which lie along the Euxine Sea, we may hence 

R Ant. Nat. Celt. chap. viii. & feq. ^ Mela, libi !• cap. 2. 

p Gcogr. lib. vi. cap 13,. 

frame 
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frame a kind of route how they fpread themfelyes tfirdagh 
all that part of Afia, till their courfe was ffopt by the 5og- 
dians, who, being of Scythian race, had probably poiieSbl 
themielves of that province long before the Chomarians 
reached that of Ba£tria, . and had by that time extended 
themfelves much farther northwards from Armenia, ei« « 
ther for want of roora^ or through difcord. Some of them 
probably paffed over the vaft mountains which lie on the 
fouth of the Margiana, and entered into the country of 
the Median Arii, where, having fixed themfelves by main 
force, and being as it were divided from, or exiled by the . 
reft, they were called in fcom, Parthians, which fignifies 
in the Celtic, parted or dividid from. The fame faft is 
affirmed by Juftin % with this difference, that he makes 
them of Scythian extraction, according to the vulgar 
error of the anpient Greek writers, who, as Strabo tells 
us % called all the nations towards the north of Afia, 
Scythians, and Celto-Scythians. The origin of the Par- 
thians is likewife confirmed by feveral other authors*, 
though it doth not appear to us that the Perfians were 
defcended from thofe people. 

That;the Saccae pofieiTed themfelves of at leaft the beft 
part of Armenia, is exprefsly affirmed by Strabo, who 
adds, that they called that country by their name Sac- 
cacena. It likewife appears from the fame author, that 
they pafTed over the mountains, bordering upon Armenia, 
and penetrated into Cappadocia, that part efpecially which 
is upon the coafts of the Euxine Sea. . This expedition 
feems to have been made under the conduf): of Acmon, 
the father of Uranus, and of his brother Doeas, where 
they gave their name, the former to the capital city, 
called Acmonia, in which we are alfo told % Vtraa a grove 
dedicated to him after he was deified ; and the latter to 
the fpacious Doe^n plains near the city of Themifcyra, 
along the river Thcrmodon. From the Euxine Sea, their 
progrefs towards the Palus Maeotis, is very obvious \ and 
here we find their name given to the Cymbrian or Cim- 
merian Bofphorus, from which they needed but to crofs 
the Tanais, to enter into their European territories. 

We muft now leave ^thcfe colonies extending themfelves 
towards Europe, and return into Phrygia, whither Ao- 

4 Lib.xii. cap. I. r Geogr. lib. xi. . *Vid«Arriafi. 

in Partbic. ap. Phoc Stepb. liygL.jti Voc. Parthi. Jornawd. de 
^eb. Getic. cap. vi. .apud Perron. - cap. iv. ' < ApoUon* 

Argoaauti lib. ii* Steph« Byzant. fubi voce Acmon* ;-• 

i< / moo 
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ttkon IS f«p{)eTed ekber to faaire retbmed iFfom Ca{^il<:i^ 
cia % ol*, which is more likely, where he cotititttted after 
the departure of his anceftors. For here ire find the tike 
monubvents both of him and hb brother, namely, anothei* 
tifjr called Actnonft, and faid by the fame authors to Iitv6 
beea founded by him ; likewife another gro're dedicated 1^ 
biai^ and fome fpacioUs |»iains called Deeantes,, from bis 
brothe'^pDceas*. From which circumftahces, we inay rea« 
fonably infer, that he both reigned, and was afterwards 
worihipped here likewife i and confeqaently, that it wer€ 
abfurd to fuppofe him a fabulous perfon, any mofe. thaii 
. his defcendents Uranus, Saturn, and the reft tif the Tit^d 
ptinces. And as for the Celtes bein]| defcended frotti 
them, we find it exprefsly affirmed by a very ancient au- 
thor ^1 who was no friend to the Celtes or Gatxls, and 
yet he fays, that the Kihroi wetc 6'^iy6foi T/tA^i^ > the dea 
fcendents or late pofterity of the Titans. If it be objeQ:- 
ed, that the druids, in Csefar's time, boafted of their de^ 
fcent from Dis, or Pluto y, it will appeat that he alfo was 
a Titan prince, who had the wefterh part of the empire^ 
that is Europe, for his fliare, whilft Jupiter kept the 
eailern part to himfelf ; fo that both Casfar and Calli- 
machus agree in the main point. Pluto being the great 
gratidfon of Acmoi\, the firib prince of note of the Oo-^ 
merian or Titanic race. 

This prince was the fon of Mon, Malf^ or Mafieus ; 
and his name Acmon^ or perhaps rathet Ack-Man Teems 
to imply as much. He is fuppofed ,to hare lived in ^e 
days of T<rah, the father of Abraham ^ fo that including 
Maneus in the lift, we have a fucceffiori of fix Titan 
princes, whofe government, acconiing to him, lafted 
about three hundred years ^, and are as follows, 

Man or Maneus Saturn 

Acmon Jupiter 

Uranus ' Theutat. 

^t have jllf^ady rtrentiOned how impi'ffiMe it is to ad- 
)Uft the chronology of tbefe pfintes ; arid what Pexron 
has faid upon tht fubjefll, fecms vague and tmcertiain. 
MoKins* ^^ hdire nothing recorded concerning Maifieus, but 
^tbat he is tepoifted to hate beeii the father of Adnxon *. 

tt Ptolron. thkp, vii. "^ Byxaht. ubi fupra, < Cal- 

Hinadk. H^ton. inDelenii Vtt. 176, $6 ileiq, V YrdrOrf. 

CMUSfAt. in lib. vi. z i^zircAi €b«|>. t$. * PolyhiiL 
ap. Byzant* fab fwe Acmon^ 

Con* 
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ConcerniBK Aeinoii» if be be the fame with the Elioli Aama 
of San^honiathc^ as this author makes him the father of 
Uranust who was therefore called Acmpnides, or the £on 
of Acmon -, we have nothing particular^ except that be 
had a foo named Epigeus Autochton^ called afterwards 
Ouranus ; and that being killed by a wild beafti be was 
afterward^s deified and worfliipped by his defcendeats K 
• Uranusy according to the fame ancient author^ fuc« Uramu^ 
ceeded his father, and married his own fifter Vnf Gt, or 
thi earth (¥\ by whon^ he had four fonst the eldeft of 
whom, called Ifus or Chronms* afterwards Saturn, alTo 
fucceeded him. Sanchoniatho obferves that ht had two 
ether names, and that thtit of Ouranus was not given 
him till afterwards ; but though he knew not the reafon Whentth 
of it, yet if we attend to the Celtic etymology, ur or our^ calkd. 
eman^ and en, heaven \ it will appear highly probable that 
he was called our-en, a man of heaven^ from his being 
very much addivSled to the ftudy of ailronomy, and aftrof 
logy. This appellation the Greeks might eafily convert 
into Uranus or Ouranus, if not wholly derive that word 
from his name. We pafs by many fabulous particulars^ 
ixrhich have been invented of him by * the Greeks, and 
other writers, and fhall only add> that his new conquefts 
in Afia arid Europe feem to have been owing rather to his 
ambition than to his magic ; to his policy, than to his 
flcill in aftrologiiCal preditSlions. How long be reigned w^ 
are not told> but after having enlarged his dominions, he 
had the misfortune to be deprived of his kingdom and li-* 
berty, if not of his life, by his ambitious fon andfucceilor 
Saturn, who font him iitto clofe confinement, where, he Depofed ly 
cither died with grief, or was difpatched by Saturn's Saturn. 
order. 

Saturn, furnamed Chronos, or Cronos, is faid by San- Satuntm 
choniatho to have been the eldeft fon of Uranus^ whilft 
other authors affirm him to have been the youngeft of 
all ^; and that his eldeft brother, who was called Titsm, 
did for a long while conteft the crown with him, till be-* 
ing at length overpowered, he was forced to fubmit. 

h Sanchtonath. lib. iii. « Hefiod. in Theo^. Apolloil, 

lib. i. cap. 1* & al. Vide Fez. chaif • to. 

(F) It is obfervable that the Celtic Tit, which fignifies tho 

Greeks who have tranflated fame thing. We wall find 

this name have alfo retained many more fuch Greek names 

the ancient appeiratioh pf Ti- in the fequel, which are paU 

tea, which is deriyed from the pably, o£ Celtic extraftion. 

Saturn 



Whituift 
€mlUd. 
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Saturn is fuppofed to have been the firft whd took upori 
him the regal dignity ; f or^ we are told '^ that all . hi^ 
predeceilbrs, down to Uranus, had contented themfelves 
with the title of princes \ and ah ancient father tells us % 
upon the authority of Perecydes, that Saturn was the firft 
that wore the diadem^ whence he is fuppofed to have been 
furnamed Cronus, which in the Celtic figriifies crowns 
#i(G). He like wife obferves in another pkce^ that h^ 
much delighted in wearing a. red cloke^ or a fliort coat of 
the Gallatic dye, from which perhaps came alfo the 
royal purple, fo much worn by kings and perfons of thd 
bigheft rank (H). 

Saturn, though he was no lefs politic dnd crafty than 
prone to ambition, could not fo well conceal his treafon-^ 
able defigns, but that Uranus had fome fufpicion of them j 
and, to be beforehand with him, difpatched his daughter 
Rhea to make away with him by fome private means. 
Bxtnmi But, Saturn, who perhaps was apprized by his mother 
iiJtuj^. Titea, whofe jealoufy had fo far tranfported her, as to 
encourage him, if not to infpire him with the firft defign 
of this unnatural rebellion, foon found a way not only to 
divert her from her enterprize^ but to bring her over to 
his (ide. This incident caufed an open rupture, in which 
Saturn, after a conteft of feveral years^ proving the 
ftronger of the two, imprifoned his father, and made 
faimfelf abfolute; after which fuccefs, it is fuppofed, that 
not being contented with the title of prince, he afiumed 
that of nng ; and indeed if it be true, that he had in-* 
larged his dominions, not only in Afia, but in Europe^ 
as Far as Spain, and gained alfo fome provinces in Afirica, 



< Vid.Enn.ap. Laftant. lib. u 
Coron.cap. 17. 

(G) That of Saturn, which 
fome have abfurdly derived 
from the Hebrew fatar, i^ blde^ 
becaufe he went and concealed 
himfelf in Italy from his fon 
Jupiter, is more naturally de- 
duced from the Phrygian Sa« 
turn, or rather Sadorn, which 

fo be really was, till weakened 
by hh fon's unnatural rebel* 
lion. Sanchoniatho gives him 
the. name of 11 or IIos, which 
>nay be properly enough, de* 



cap. 13. 



< Tertull.de 



rived from the Hebrew word 
el, which fignifies ftrong and 
mighty^ and is in that tongue 
one of the names of God. 

(H) Saturn being fuppofed 
to have dwelt in Phrygia, part 
of which was afterwards called 
Galatia ; Pezron obferves, that 
this country being very famous 
for dying that colour, the 
Greek xoxxep, and Latin coc- 
cus, may naturally be derived 
frdm the Celtic coch, which 
fignifies red% 

a left 
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a lefs tide., than this could not well fuit his ambitious 
mind. 

He had two notable counfellors, befides his mother, one His two 
from his youth named Hermes Trefmegiftus, a great phi- ^^''/ ^^«'«" 
lofophcr and confummate politician ; fome add, that he Z'"^''^* 
\ras alfo a great conjurer ; the other was his fifter Rhea^ 
whom he afterwards made his wife. Thefe three fo far 
prevailed upon the princes and grandees of the courts 
and efpecially upon his other brothers, with their addrefs 
and munificence, that they all came into his party, fo 
that it is no wonder if his dominions and conquefts vaftly 
exceeded thofe of his predeceflbrs, and himfelf proved 
fo fuccefsful both at home and abroad. But his happinefs 
"was interrupted many different ways : he was extremely . 
jealous of his children ; he had dethroned his own fa- 
ther, and could not be without fear, left his crime fliould 
be punifhed in the fame manner. This apprehenfion 
made him facrificc them to his jealous guilt, as fome 
think, or as others believe to the ghoft of his father. ^ He 
was extremely addifted to fuperftition and divinations, and 
it is not improbable that his diviners might increafe his 
fufpicions, by foretelling that he was in danger of being 
dethroned by fome of them, as he really was by Jupiter. 
He had ftill another private enemy to wardagainft, name- 
ly, his brother Titan, who, though forced to yield to him, 
at leaft in . appearance, might in time find means to try 
his fortune again. But perhaps his mind was fo intent 
upon his children, that he wholly neglefted his brother. 
This circuriWlance at length afforded Titan an opportunity 
of furprifing him and his wife Rhea, whom he imme- 
diately conveyed into fome province of Afia ; and he kept 
Saturn himfelf in clofe confinement till his fon Jupiter Refitudbj 
came with a coniideraWe army of Cretans, and reftored Jupiter, 
his captive parents to their liberty and kingdom. 

What we have obferved concerning Saturn's jealous Jeakufy of 
temper and cruelty to his children, muft, in all probability, ^''"* 
have been the reafon that induced his wife Rhea to 
take fuch pains to preferve her youngeft fon Jupiter,* by 
concealing her pregnancy from her hufband ; by being de- 
livered of him in one place, and fending him privately to 
be educated in another (I). This a£tion therefore of 

Jupiter, 

(I) Authors are not agreed that he was born in that ifland 

about the place of Jupiter's on Mount Ida; and Callima- 

birth. The Cretan's pretended chus, who gives them the title 

Vot. IV. Z of 
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Jupiter, pious apd generous as it was, rather incrcafcd 
than difpelled his jealoufy. His furprize to find himfelf 
over-reached by his wifp, and to fee his fon, whom he 
did not dream of, not only grown into years, but of cou- 
rage and ftrength fufficient to overcome his enemies, made 
him fear left he flibuld in time deprive him > with the 
fame facility, of his kingdom and life. Ladlantius adds, 
upon the authority of Evemerus, that he went to confult 
the oracle which cautioned him to beware of his fon Ju- 
piter, by whom he ran a great rifque of being dethroned, 
Difiated Thus warned, he entered Crete with an army ; for his 
ky him. fon had again retired thither, after having atchieved his de- 
- liverance ; but Saturn foon found that the Cretans were 
all in bis fon's intereft, and that among them, his own 
perfon was not fecure. This confideration obliged him to 
return into that part pf Greece (ince called Peloponnefus, 
whither Jupiter, enraged at his cruel defign, followed 
him with an army, and forced him to retire into Italy. 
Janus was then king of the aborigines, who may either 
have been of Celtic extraction, or upon fome other ac- 
Ketires in- count friends to the Titans. However, that good old 
ioUaij.^ liing gave him a kind reception, and even admitted him 
into a kind of partnerfhip with him in the kingdom ^ ; fo 
that the region where Saturn reigned, adjoining to the 
Tiber, was from him called Satumia. How long be lived 
there, ^nd what became of him, it is impoflible to guefs, 
except that his tomb being fliewcd in Sicily, may induce 
one to fuppofe that he retired to that iiland, where he 
ended his days k. .. , 

Jupitir Jupiter, or, as he was rightly called Jou (K), becaufe 

nuari with he was the youngeft of Saturn's children ; did not how- 
tke rUans. c^er 

f Tertul. Apolog. ubi fupra. s Pbilocr. apud Clenit 

Alexand. Admonit. ad Gent. 

of liars for having forged his alfo called by way of excel- 

tomb there alfo, becaufe fuch lence the Sacred Top, and the 

a god as he could not die, yet Puerperium, or place of Rhea's 

abfurdly enough, owns him to lying-in. As for the Cretans, 

have been born, and affirms they might be ealily led into 

the place to have been Mount the belief of his being born 

Lycsus, in Arcadia. The among them, becaufe he had 

latter may be the more pro- been conveyed and brought up 

bableof the two. The hymn- there with the utmoil privacy 

iil adds, that it was fince held from his very infancy* 

fo.facred, that no woman dared (K) The irregular inflexion 

t# approach the place. It was of his name into j'ovis, &c* 

£hew% 
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trtr enjoy his kingdom peaceably. His uncle Titan, Of 
))erhaps one of his fons, having probably found means to 
ftrengthen his patty, whilft Jupiter was employed againft 
his own father, excited a war againft him, which con- 
tinued to rage ten years, with the utmoft fury on both 
iides, both by fea and land, and did not end but with 
the total Overthrow of Titan and his army. 

This war feems to be the true origin of the fabulous Totally 
war of the giants or Titans againft the gods, which the o'vir* 
poets have fo interwoven with their inventions, that it ^^^°^' 
is fcarcely poffible to difcover the truth. This final over- ^ * 
throw was given them near the ancient city of Tartefa in 
Spain, a fea-port town to the north of Cadiz ^ : thither 
it feems Jupiter went in perfon with a great fleet, and a 
powerful army, and having brought over fome of their 
^onfederat^^ to his fide, and gained this fignal victory, 
he reigned very peaceably to the ^nd of his life. , 

Jupitef after the exati^ple of his predecefibrs married Marries 
his own lifter JunOi, !But as he was feldom without fome hisfifiir 
amorous intrigues with other women, by whom he had a 3^^^* 
numerous ifTuey he was forced to bear with many morti- 
fications from his jealous and revengeful queen. On the 
other hand he did not follow his pleafures fo clofe, but 
that he allowed himfelf proper feafoiis for the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice throughout the many provinces of his king- 
dom ; and efpecially in extirpating robbers and banditti^ 
who flieltered themielves in the fprefts of Theflaly, Mace- 
donia, and Illyria, where they committed the moft horrid 
outrages. But, as he had made Mount Olympus ^, one 
of the moft delightful parts of Theflaly, his chief refidence^ 

^ Tertal. Apolog. Scholiaft. in Iliad viii. ad verf. 479. ap. Pez« 
ron, cap. 11. i Evemer. ap. Ladtant. Inftitut. lib. i. cap« io« 

ihews " it plainly. It is there- name of Jou, when he came 

fore abfurd to derive it, as Ci- to be worlhipped as the greateft 

cero doth, upon the authority of the gods, 
of Varro, from J u van's Pater, Accordingly we find that the 

which the inflexion will not ancient Latins did not write 

admit of; when the Celtic Jou, his name Jupiter, but Jaopiter, 

or as we pronounced it Joo, Joupiter, and Japiter. But the 

which fignifies youngs is in all Celtic has ilill preferved his anr 

refpe^ fo much nearer to it ; cient name of Jou, and call 

and Jupiter feems plainly to be Thurfday, or the Dies Jovis of 

the 4me with Jou-pater, which the Romans, Diz-jou, and Di« 

laft was adddd to his former jou, the day ofj^a^ (}}• 

(2) Vide Pezron, cap. !«• 

Z 2 lie 
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fee was under a kind of neccffity to rid thofe coufttric* 
of fuch vermin, that his fubjec^s might have the freer 
accefs to his court. 
Vi^uifien tf He is affirmed to have divided his kingdom, and to 
his king" }jave given the weftem, or European part of it, to his 
***• uncle Dis, or Pluto, furnamed alfo Agefilatas (L), wbilft 

he himfelf kept the Afiatic> or eaftem divi(ion. He be- 
llowed fome part of Africa on his nephew Atlas^ bat hav- 
ing afterwards either conceived fome jealoufy of him, or 
deteded him in fome treafonable deiign, he cauied bim to 
be put to death. 
Marries This Atlas had a daughter named Mai^ or Floweryy 

Atlayj w^hofe beauty Jupiter was not proof againft, but he couldl 
daughter. ^^^ obtain her upon any other condition than that of mar- 
riage. By her he had a fon named Theutat, or Mercury, 
^ of whom we fhall fpeak hereafter. This marriage failed 
not to pnrage Juno, who >^as ever plotting againft him* 
We cannot guefs whether Atlas had been unfortunately 
drawn into fome rebellion by the jealous queen \ but Ju- 
piter is by fome accufed of having degenerated into a kind 
of tyrant, through the continual feditions which (he raifed 
againft him, which yet he found means to difcorer and 
defeat ^. 
Mis eha" ®" ^^ other hand the Cretan hiftorlans extolled his 

retSer, virtues to the fkies. Diodorus Siculus, and Ennius, upon 
their authority, beftow the greateft encomiums on him 
for his ftrength, valour, prudence, juftipe, for his en- 
couraging learning and virtue, and punifhing injuries* 
violence and robberies, as well as fox his many wbolefome 
laws ^nd regulations. He lived a hundred and twenty 
years, of which having reigned (ixty-twb, this great 
J^tath, hero refigned his breath like other men, and was buried 
by the curetes in the ifle of Crete, and in the city of Gnof- 
fus, where his fens erefted a (lately monument, which 
was fhewn many ages afterwards by the inhabitants^. 
His fon Cres, or Cret (from whom the ifland of Crete is 
fuppof^d to have had its name^ cret, in Celtic, fignifying 
hold and daringy ) was then at the head of the curetes, and 
performed the laft devoirs to his father, after \?hich he 

^ Pezron. & Au6):. ab eo citat. iCicer. Evemer. ap Lac^ 

tant. lib. i.cap. II, & al. 

. (L) Jupiter's having the do- gave rife to the fable importing 

minion of t)x£. ^afl, or filn-rif* that the former was the lord of 

ing, as Pluto had that of the heaven, and the latter of the 

well, or fuu-fctting, probably infernal regions^ 

aflU]ne4 
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aflumed the reins of government in that ifland ". How the 
remainder of his kingdom was divided among the reft of his 
fucceilbrs, we cannot explain; but we find that his {on 
Theutat, or Mercury, had the weftern part affigned to 
l^im, probably after the death of his uncle Dis> or Pluto \ 

Mercury is allowed, by all antiquity, to have been the Meuury. 
fon of Jupiter by Maia. We have given already the ety- 
mon of thofe two names. The Greeks called him '£p/uif<9 
. Hermes (M)^ and the Latins, Faunus. He was famed for 
his learning, and efpecially for his ikill in auguries, ma- 
giCf and philofophy. He was active, courageous, and 
ieloquent ; and fo prudent that he always adhered to his 
father's intereft. For all thefe good qualities he became 
his chief favourite and counfellor, and was^alfo, by the 
fabulous writers, affirmed to be the interpreter of the gods. 
An ancient father tells us, that he went down into 
Egypt to penetrate farther into their myfterious arts and 
iciences, and that, at his return, heafTumed'the name of Goismt9 
Tbeutat ®. It was, probably, froih the Egyptians that he ^SJt** 
learned the art of melting, refining, cafting, and working 
pietal^, which art he is faid to have firft brought into Eu- 
rope. He not only taught them metallurgy, but alfo how Introduas 
to maj^e an advantageous traffick into other countries, for t^^^' 
-which he h^ the furname of Merk-ur^ or Mercury. ^JfJ/^ 
This great improvement, which Could not but endear him 
f,o his fubje£ts, gave him an opportunity of polifhing that 
rude ^nd cruel nation, which, till then, feems to have made 
the trade of war and plunder their chief ftudy and delight* 
lie gave them a body of laws, encouraged the liberal 
arts and fciences, and carefTed the foreigners who flocked 
into his dominions, efpecially thofe who brought along 
^ith (hem any curious arts. Thus, by his addrefs and 
eloquence, he fo civilized and improved hisTubje£is, that 
his name was ftill dear to them in Caefar's time, who 
fells US) that he was held in veneration above all other 
gods, and had ftatues and altars reared to his honour in 
every town aiyl village p. 

Some attribute the invention of the Olympic games to Jndthg 
|iim» others afcribe them to Hercules ; but^ if Paufanias Ofympk 

» Vide Pczron. ibid. •» Suid.'fub voc. nxvroc. Chronic. Alex:- 

•fid. ubi fupra. * Cyril. Alei^and. lib. coiit. Julian. p De 

Bell. Gall, libt vi. cap. i4. 

(M) Which name comes, have outdone all his anceftors 
probably, from the Celtic, in the knowlcge and conftant 
armes, which fignifies di^vina' practice of that art. 
^ion^ For Mercury feems to 

2 3 t^ 
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be right, they muft have been much older, fince he tells 
US| that Saturn and Jupiter had wreftled together at their 
celebration % They may, however, be fuppofed to have 
made fpme confiderable improvements in them, each ac-* 
cording to his particular talent, and thereby eclipfed the 
memory of their firft inventor* He reigned, according 
to the Alexandrian Chronicle, thirty-four years; but 
whether or not his life ended with his reign, it is not eafy 
to determine. Suidas'and the above mentioned Chro- 
nicle fay, that his brothers being grown jealous of his 
fuperior power and merit, formed fuch a conipiracy againft 
his life, that he found himfelf under a necemty of fecur-» 
ing all his treafure, and retiring into Egypt, where he 
fpentthe remainder of his days in peace. On the* other 
hand Livy acquaints us % that there was a large tomb near 
New Carthage, in the time of Scipio and Hannibal, which 
was called the tomb of Mercury Teutat ^ and this would 
incline one to believe that he died in his own domipions. 
We are no lefs in the dark about the condition of his 
kingdom from his dicath to its conqueft by the Romans, 
except that the unweildinefs of fo vaft an empire probably 
caufed it to fplit into many petty kingdoms under fome of 
his fucceflbrs. This was at leaft the cafe in which the 
Roman conqueror found them, when he invaded the Cel«* 
tic territories. 

Thefe inteftine divifions having once weakened the 
ftrength of this large empire, not only the maritime parts 
became a prey to their warlike neighbours, but their fron- 
tier provinces likewtfe. Among the firft Iberia^ or Spain 
was difmembered from it by the Carthaginians, from 
whom it pafTed to the Romans, together with the fouth« 
em provinces, fince called Gallia Narbonenfis, and the 
provinces on the other fide the Alps. The Scythians, it is 
likely, alfo encroached upon them on the north fide, and 
Teryprobably feized uponthatpart of their territories which 
was afterwards called Scythia in Europe, and drove them 
quite to the hither fide of the Danube. For, it feems moft 
natural, that in their firft migrations, the fame boundaries 
which parted Europe from Afia, alfo feparated the Celdc 
and Scythian dominions. However that be, and whether 
through the conquering fword of their neighbours^ or 
through their inteftine wars, or want of fufficient room^ 
or whatever other motive might occafion it, certain it is, 
that feveral powerful colonies of thofe Celtes, or Gauls^ 

q Lib. viii. qui eft Arcadicor. ' Sub voc. *Bff»9t 

. • Hift. lib. xxii. cap. 44. 
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returned into Lefler Afia, where, finding almoft every 
where fome ancient monuments of their progenitors, they 
fettled in feveral parts of it by force, and beflowed upon 
them fome of their new-gotten names ; fuch as Galatia, 
Parthia, Saccacene, and others, without which it would 
be impoflible to diftinguHh thefe latter excuriions and ex- 
ploits, from thofe by which they had (ignalized themfelves 
before their migratipn into Europe. 

S E C T. V. 

The Geography of Scythia. 

4 

TJ O W this prodigious traft of land acquired, at firft, Scythia^ 
■■■^ the nam^ of Scythia, we cannot pretend to deter- '^^.f'^J* ^^ 
mine. We have bu^ two tolerable conjefturcs to offer ; '* 
the firft is, that which derives the name from the Greek 
CKvl^iffdAi, which expreffes the fiercenefs of their coun- 
tenance and natural temper 5 and the other, which de- 
rives it from the Teutonic word fcheten, or (huten, to 
J^ot^ at which art this nation is affirmed, by Herodotus, 
Jjuciai), and others S to have been fo fjngularly expert, 
that this name is fuppofed to have been emphatically 
given thenfi on that account 5 fo tBat, according to this 
luppo(itiop, the word Scythian properly fignifics a gr^eat 
Jhoottr or arfher. As the Tartars and Mufcovites called 
themfelvcs Mogli, fuppof<pd an abbreviation of Magogli, 
the fons of Magog ; that of Scythian might be either given 
to them by other natipn$, or perhaps by the Celtes> whofe 
language did not originally differ much either from the 
Scythian or Teutonic. 

Thiis vaft territory, which extends from the Ifter, or Vafiixtenu 
Danube, the boundary of the Celtes, tha|: is^ from about 
the twenty-fifth to almoft th« hundred and tenth degree of 
caft longitude, was divided into Scythia in Europe, and 
Scythia in Afia, including, however, the two Sarmatias, 
or, as they are called by the Greeks, Sauromatiais, now 
the Circaffian Tartary, which lay between, and fevered 
the two Scythias from each other. Sauromatia was alfo 
diiUnguifhed into European and Afiatic, divided from the 
European Scythia by the river Don, or Tanais, which falls 
into th^ Palus Maeotis, and from the Afiatic by the Rha, 
now Volga, which empties itfelf into the Cafpian Sea *. 

• Vid. Gorqp. Pecan. IJeylin, Pcirpn, « Ptpl. Mel. Strab. 

Quver, &al. 
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Sarmati* But the Sarmatians differed fo little from the Scythians in 
tfjfj, nAtlu. their language, religion, and cuftoms, if we may helieve 
Herodotus '^j that we may reafonably fuppofe them to have 
been originally a branch of that nation, if not their very 
defcendents by the Amazons, with whom, that author 
tells us, they intermarried, and beg9t the Sarmatian off« 
Ipring. But the former opinion feems the moft probable, 
when we confider how eafy, ihort, and regular, their 
migration into that country was from the place of their 
firft fetting out ; and we find in the very center, between 
Armenia and Sarmatia, a large province called Iberia, 
which is much riiore likely to be that which Jofephus 
tells us was peopled by Tubal, the brother of Gomcr and 
Magog, than the Celtibcria of Spain. 
B»undartis IJpon the whole then we may fafely vesture to fay, that 
ofScythia* ijjg ^^Q Scythias were only parted by the boundaries of 
Europe and Afia, that is by the river Tanais, defcending, 
as is fuppofed, from the Riphean mountains into the 
Palus M^eotis. For, beyond thole mountains northward^ 
the Scythians did not advance into any of thofe remote 
regions, fo that thefe were the' proper confines of the 
Afiatic Scythia on the weft. The northern boundaries 
reached to the Hyperborean or Frozen Sea, called alfo by 
the ancients, the Scythian Sea, the Cronian, Amalchian, 
or Almachian, the Dead Sea, and by fome other names 
equally expreflive of extreme cold and ice. On the eaftjt 
they are fuppofed to have extended to the promontory of 
Tabis, and to have been bounded by the Caflian mountains, 
which parted Scythia from the kingdom of Seres, now 
Cattai, or Northern China ; and even this laft was by 
fome of the ancients taken for part of Eaftern Scythia ; 
fo that on that fide it had no other bouiidarles, according 
to Ptolemy, than the unknovni trafts beyond it, and ou 
the fouth It was bounded by the Eoum or Indian Sea, and 
by Mount Caucafus, and the Cafpian ^. 
Uorihe'-n As to the more northern parts of Scythia, its extreme. 
and South' coldnefs rendered it uninhabitable, by any but wolves, 
irnScy- ^^^ other wild hearts; and this is probably the reafon 
why they feem to have been unknown to the ancients be- 
yond the 50th degree north. All that reached farther was 
called Terra Incognita; and their notion of its being fur- 
rounded by the Hyperborean, or Northern Ocean, they 
feem rather to. have had from conjefture, than from expe- 

V Herodot. lib. iv. ' Ptolm. ubi fupra* Mela, lib. i. cap. s^ 

3,4. Cellar. Cluvcr, Well. &al. - ^ 
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xience. But the fouthern regions, with which they wcrti 
better acquainted, they divided into three parts, namiely, 
Scythia within, and Scythia without, or beyond Imaus^ 
and Sarmatia, which fay between the former and the £u« ^ 

liopean Scythia, which was either a branch of the Sjcythian 
nation, or had been by fome means fo blended with it, 
that it differed in little or nothing from it except the 
liame. Accordingly, Ptolemy bounds the Scythia on this 
fide Imaus on the weft, by the Afiatic Sarmatia on tha 
eafty by the Imaus above mentioned on the north, by the 
Terra Incognita on the fouth, and fouth-eaft by the coun* 
try of the Sacks, Sogdiana, and Margiana. The moft 
confiderable mountains he reckons in this part are the 
Alaini Rhymmici, the Noroffus, the Afpifii, Tapurini, Sy- 
\>ccSy and Anarei. The nations which inhabited it, ac<* 
cprding to the fame ancient geographer, were,, i. The 
Alani Scythae, 2. The Suobeni, 3. AlanorG, 4. Soetianif 
5. Maflj^i, 6. Syebi, 7. Teftofages, 8. Rhobofei, 9. Af- 
mani, 10. Paniardi, ii« Canodifpas, 12. OrgaG, 13. £• 
rymi, 14. AGotae, 15. AorG, 16. Jaxartae, i7.Mologeni9 
18. Samnitae^ 19. Coraxi, 20. Zaratse, 2i* SazoneSj 
22. Tybiacae, 23- Tabieni, 24 Jaftae^ 25. Marchetegi^ 
a6. Norofbes, 27. Noroffi, 28. Cachagac-Scythae, 29. Af- 
paGi, or AfpiGi-Scythae, 30. Galaftophagi, 31. Tapurei, 
32. Anarici, 33* AGotamae, 34. Ariacae, 35. Namaftse^ 
36. Sogarancae> and 37. Rhibii, among all which he men- 
tions but one city, ¥iz. that of Davaba. 

The Scythia beyond Imaus, according to the fame geo- 
grapher, contained only the feven following nationsor coun- 
tries, viz. I. The Abii-Scythae, 2. Hyppophagi-Scythae, . 
3. Auzacitis-Regio, 4. CaGa-Regio, 5. Ohatae-Scythae, 
6- AchuGTa-Regio, and 7. Chauranaei-Scythae ; and to this 
part he allots the four following cities, i • Auzacia, 2. t& 
fedon Scy thica, 3. Chaurana, and 4. Soeta ^. Mela give9 
the Scythians much -the fame extent and boundaries. As 
for the Scythia-Pontica, Gnce called MoeGa by the Greeksj^ 
it doth not properly belong to this article. 

The AGatic Scythia therefore, comprehended in gene- 4fi^^f 
ral Great Tartary and Ruffia in Afia, and in particular ^9^^^ 
the Scythia beyond, or without Imaus, contained the re^ 
gions of Bogdoi, or Oftiacoi, and Tanguti. That within^ 
or on this Gde Imaus, had Turkeftan and Mongal, the Uf- 
bak, or Zagatai, Kalmuc and Nagaian Tartars, beGdes Si« 
beria, the land of the Samoiedes, and Nova Zembla. Thefe 

7 Qeogr. lib. vi« cap. S4« 
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three laft mentioned countries not being To foon inha- 
bited as the formeri as may be reafonably fuppofed, were 
wholly unknown to the aneients, and the former were 
peopled by the Ba£lrians, Sogdians, Gandari, Sacks, and 
Mafiagetes. As for Sarmatia, it contained Albania, Ibe- 
ria, and Colchis, which now conftitute the CircafEan Tar- 
tary, and the province of Georgia. 
Sf^^p Other feas, befides the Frozen and Indian Ocean, were 

rivifs, &f. ihc Cafpian, and the Euxinc, or Black Sea, and the Palus 
Maeotxs. Mountains of. note were Taurus, Imaus, and 
Caucafus : the firft, beginning in the province of Afia 
Minor, called Pamphilia, runs eaftward through Afia, and 
divides it into two parts, the Northern and Southern. 
The f^cond lies in Scythia, or the Greater Tartary ; and 
the third between the Cafpian and the Euxine Sea '. Its 
rivers, befides thofe we have occafionally mentioned^ 
namely, the Rha or Volga, and Tanais or Don, are the 
Oby, Lena, Amur, and Helum ; the latter of which is 
foppofed to be the Quentung or Shengal ; all thefe are in 
Great Tartary. To thefe we may add the Jaxartes, now 
Jacick, and the Oxus ^ thefe empty themfelves into the 
Cafpian Sea ; in this fea there were likewife fome iflands, 
not diftinguiflied by any particular names, but commonly 
called by that of the Scythian lilands. 
Mmr$f£mt Scythia in Europe, whofe confines we have already 
Scftkim^ fixed eaflward from the Tanais, reached towards the fouth- 
weft to the Po and the Alps, by which it was divided 
from the Celtes, or Celto-Gallia, and by the Rhine north- 
ward. It was bounded on the fouth bv the Ifter, or Da- 
nube, and the Euxine Sea. But, witn regard to thofe 
points^ they muft be fuppofed to have been in a conftant 
fluduation, the Celtes and Scythians being ever encroach- 
ing upon each other, whenever they had power and oppor- 
tunity. As to its northern limits, though it is not eafy to 
iruefs ?t them, they have been fuppofed to ftretch to the 
pring heads of the Boryflhenes or Nieper, and the. Rha 
or Volga, and fo to that of the Tanais, 
OikiT it" The ancients divided this country into Scythia ArimaC- 
yifimsrf pea, which lay eaftward, joining to, Scythia in Afia, and 
^' Sarmatia Europeana, on the well ; theie two were conti- 

guous to each other, and ftretched fome length from 
north to fouth, but what divided them afunder is not eafy 
to difcover. In Scythia^ properly fo called, were the Ari- 

' «Geogr, !ib. vj, cap. 14. Vide & Wdli, ubifupra, cap.»i, 
« Vide Mil. lib* li; cap. i. Culver, Cellar* U ah 
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mafpaei on the north *, the Gettae, or Dacians, along the Da- 
nube, on the fouth ; and the Neuri between thofe two* 
So that it contained the European Ruifia, or Mufcovy, and 
the Leiler Crim Tartar^ eailward, and on the weft Li- 
thuania, Poland, part of Hungary, Tranfylvania, Valachia, 
Bulgaria, and Moldavia* Sarmatia is fuppofed to ha,ve 
reached northward to that part of Swedeiand called Fe- 
■ ningia, now Finland, in which they placed the Ooenes, 
Panoti, and Hfppopodes {N) ; this part they divided from 
Northern Germany, now the weft part of Sweden and 
Norway, by the Mare Sarmaticum, or Scythicum, which 
they fuppofed run up into the Northern Ocean, and di* 
vidmg Lapland into two parts, made the weftern parts of 
Sweden, with Norway, into an ifland, and Finland into 
another \ fuppofing this alfo to be cut off from the con- 
tinent, by the gulf of that name. 

This Scythia had no other fea than the Sarmatian men- itsfeas^ 
tioned before, now called the Baltic, ^ith the Gulfs of rivirj,&c4 
Bothnia and Finland, and the White Sea joining to the 
Northern Ocean, all unknown to the ancients, if we ex- 
cept the Euzine and Palus Mseotis, which bounded it on 
the fouth. Lakes of any conflderation we find not, ex- 
cept thofe of Ladoga and Onega, in Finland, which were 

(N) Thefc Oosnians were fo furdly believed by feme of the 

called, for living moftly upon ancients, but rather, as Bo« 

the eggs of their fea-fowl, chart judly conjedures, be-- 

which they eat with oateacakes. caufe they were fuch excellent 

The Hippopodes were fup- archers, at which exercife it is 

pofed to be fo called from neceiTary to (hut one eye, that 

their having feet like horfes, or the nick-name of one-eyed was 

from their going barefoot, and given them upon that account* 

hardening their feet like horfes To thefe we may add the 

lioofs* The .Panoti were fo mountaineers, who are affirmed 

called from the largenefs of to have been bald from their 

their -ears, which were fuch, infancy; and another fort, 

that they could cover their which had eoat*s feet, not un- 

whole bodj with them inftead like the fabulous fatyrs, be- 

of other raiment* Some other fides fome monilrous animals, 

monftrous people and creatures among which were reckoned 

are alfo mentioned by Herodo- thegriifias, who digged up, 

tus : of the firft fort are the and guarded the golden ore, or 

Arimafpoeans, fo called from dufl, all which fables (hew how 

the Scythian arima, one^ and litde was known of thofe regi« 

Spon, e^e: not becaufe they onsfll that time (i). 
)^ad but one eye, as was ab- 

(1) Herodot. lib. iv* 

therefore 
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therefore unknovm to the ancient Sarmatians. Their 
chief rivers were on the fouth, the Donctz or Little Ta^- 
nais, Borifthenes or Nieper, Bog, Tyraa or Niefter, and 
the Ider or Danube, all which emptied themfelves into 
the Euxine ; and on the north -eaft, the Great and Little 
Dwinna, which empty themfelves, the firft into the White 
Sea, and the other into the Gulf of Finland, and there- 
fore not known to the ancients ; and the Viftula on the 
weft, which runs into the Scythian Sea, and divided S^r-* 
matia from Germany. 
Bxtiwi •f '^^ whole extent therefore of both Scythiad> including 
httk Sty* the two Sarmatias, reached in longitude from the 20th to 
Uitu* the 85th degree, or even beyond, and from the Alps to 

the Promontory of Tabis, and Streight of Anian ; and in 
latitude, from Caucafus to the artic circle, above 28 
degrees. Herodotus indeed tells us, that the Hyperho* 
reans were not of Scythian race, but another kind of peo-: 
pie, one fort of which were Andropfaagi, or men-eatersy 
nerce and cruel ; and another, namely, the Baldheads, or 
Argt ippeans, a wife and peaceable people, efteemed fa-* 
cred by all their neighbours ^ ; but he fpeaks of all thofe 
remote nations only by report, and with fuch diffidenccji 
that he rather confirms what we faid before^ that thofe 
regions were moft likely uhknowa, if not uninhabited. 

Cities we find none in either Scythia, except the five 
lately mentioned out of Ptolemy, and thefe feem to have 
been built at leaft fome time fince Herodotus, who doth 
not fo much as fpeak of even any metropolis, though he 
takes notice of a confiderable branch of Scythians, called 
Royal Scythians, whom he places along the banks of the 
Tanais, which river divides them, he fays, from the 
Afiatic Sarmatians ^. 

S E C T. VI. - 

The Antiquity y Government ^ LawSy Religion, Cujloms^ 
Learnings Arts, and Trades of the Ancient Scythians. 

A LL that has been met with concerning the antiquity 
•^^ of this nation, has been already mentioned in the firft 
fe(^ion of this chapter. How foon they began to fettle 
themfelves into a regular government, is as impofiible to 
guefs, as of what kind it was. It appears, however, from 

* Lib. X. p. 356. & feq. Littlebur. cdit,«. vid, &McH. lib. iii* 
•ap. 9. ' Herod. p# 37t, 
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wliat we have already hinted out of Herodotus, that one 
or two tribes at leail, that is, the royal and free Scythians, 
were under a kind df monarchy, and that thefe two made "^ 
a much greater figure than all the reft. 

Herodotus tells us, that in procefs of time, when the 
Scythians were like to be invaded by Darius, the king find- 
ing himfelf unable to make head againft the invader, in- 
vited all the Scythian princes, namely, thofeof theTaurians, 
Agathirfians, Neurians, Androphsiges, Melanchlaenians, 
Budians, and Sarmatians, to come to his afliftance : all 
thefe feem to have been different branches of the fame 
Hock, but by this time they differed much in. their man- 
ners and cuftoms. The refult of this fummons was, that 
the three laft named nations joined with the king of Scy- 
thia, but the others refufed to aflift him, under pretence 
that he was the firft aggreffor. Hence we conclude, that 
they had fhaken off the yoke of the royal Scythians fome 
confiderable time before. We (hall fpeak more particu- 
larly of thefe eight tribes or nations in another place ; at 
prefent we- confine ourfelves to the royal and free Scythians, 
as being the moft confiderable, and the beft known. 

What their laws were, we can only guefs from the ex- Lawsm 
cellent charadler that is given of that nation by ancient 
hiftorians. Such indeed feem to have been their juftice, 
temperance, contempt of riches asd luxury, and fo fimplc 
and primitive their way of living, that they could not ftiand 
in need of a great number of laws. Juftin ^ fums up their 
charadier in words to this effedl : The Scythians were a 
nation, which, though inured to labour, fierce in war, 
and of prodigious ftrength, yet could fo well matter their 
affe£tion&, that they made no other ufe of their viftories, 
than to increafe their fame. Theft among them was JuJIUi* 
reckoned fo great a crime, and was fo feverely punifhed, 
that they could let their numerous flocks wander from 
place to place without danger of lofing them. Thefe they 
cfteemed their greateft wealth, living upon their milk, and 
cloathing themfelves with their ikins. Inftead of houfes, 
they ufed to convey their wives and children about in co- 
vered waggons, drawn either by horfes or oxen, and made 
capacious enough to carry all their othei: furniture. Gold, Conttmpttf 
filver, diamonds, pearls, and other coftly ftones, were as *w/^^ 
much defpifed by them, as they were efteemed by other 
nations, fo that they could not covet that which was of no 
ttfe. What is ftill more wonderful, thofe virtues which 

^ Lib* ii. cap. «« 
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the Greeks in yam endeavoured to attain by leatniitg ail<l 
philofophy, were natural to them, and they reaped thofs 
advantages from their ignorance of vice, which the others 
could not derive from their knowlege of virtue. A na^ 
tion of this chara£ler and way of life could therefore want 
but few laws to fecure their property ; fome others they 
had with relation to religion, cuftoms, and polity, which 
forbade, under pain of death, any alteration in either^ 
which excluded their women from the benefit of marriage, 
and every man from ailifting at their royal feaft, till he 
had killed an enemy. Some other of their laws we {hall 
have occafion to mention in the fequel. Upon the whole, 
what appears of them feems wholly calculated to prevent 
luxury, fraud, and covetoufnefs, and to cherifli that mar** 
tial fpirit, for which they are fo juftly famed in hiftory« 
S9au trihij Some of the Scythian tribes, indeed, bear a quite dif-« 
ff aJiffir- ferent charafber, being reprcfented of fuch fierce and cruel 
^JJ difpofition, as even to eat the flefli of their enemies. 

Thofe, if under the fame government, were at fuch great 
diftance from the center of it, as to be out of the reach of 
its laws. As the inclemency of the air in thefe remote 
regions might probably incline them to cruelty ; fo the dif- 
tance and barrennefs of their country might make them 
lefs heeded, and probably more incapaole of being reftrain- 
ed by the common regulations of fociety. However, it 
muft be owned, with refpe£l to the warlike temper even 
of the true Scythians, that it was not without a mixture, 
of cruelty, if they have not been wilfully mifreprefented 
by the Greek hiflorians. 
M§yal If we may reafon from fome fucceflions we find men- 

fmfir» tioned in hiitory, it feems their crown was hereditary, and 
yet their kings not fo defpotic as not to be depofed, or 
even put to death, for the violation of their laws. 

When any of their monarcbs fell fick, it was their con«» 
ftant cuftom to fend immediately for. three of their moft 
famous prophets (O), who commonly told him that fome 

Scythian, 



(O) Thcfc were a kind of 
pretended conjurers, who con* 
fulted certain omens, and di- 
vined, or made a (hew of di- 
vining, by willow ibicks, ^« 
thered up in bundles, which 
they loofened and fpread upon 
the ground, and then taking 
and bundling them up agaiu, 



uttered all the while certain 
magical incantations. It was 
by this art that they pretended 
to dive into hidden caufes, and 
to pry into futurity. The 
Scythians feem to have been 
very much addicted to this 
kind of fuperflition, by the 
great number of thofe diviners, 

which 
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Scythian, whom they named, had perjured himfelf by 
fwearing by the royal throne, which it feems was their 
moft folemn oath. The accufed perfon wa$ thereupon 
feized, and brought before the king. If he denied the AfupirfiU 
fad, more prophets were fent for ; if they confirmed the ttouscMft^m 
evidence, the man was immediately beheaded, and his ^j^j^ 
goods were divided among the three firft accXifers* But, 
if they acquitted him, a new fupply of them was to be 
fent for ; and, if the majority of them did abfolve him, 
then the firft accufers were tied hand and feet, and fet in 
a cart loaded with faggots, and drawn by oxen: after 
they had ftopt the falle prophet's mouth, as he was then 
ftyled, they fet fire to the wood, which confumed the cart 
and man, and (eldom failed burning the oxen to death* 
Our author adds, that the male children of tfaofe w,hom the 
king condemned to death feldom efcaped the fame fate % 
Another inftance of their great refpe£l to their monarchs 
is the pompous folemnity of their funerals, which was per- 
formed as follows : theembalmers received the body cover- 
ed with wax, they opened and cleanfed the belly, and hav- 
ing filled it with bruifed cyprefs, ihcenfe, parfley, and anife- 
feedsy they fewed it up again, and placed the corpfe in a 
chariot, and conveyed it from one tribe to another through 
all the provinces of the kingdom. Every province, where 
they received the funeral proceHion, waiobliged to imitate 
the royal Scythians in their mournful ceremonies, which 
confifled in cutting ofi^ one part of the ear, fliaving the 
head, and piercing the left hand with an arrow; in this 
£uife^ they accompanied the hearfe to the next province^ 

• Herodot. lib. iv. cap. 68—70. 



which they had amongft them. 
Nor was this trade confined to 
the men; the women had much 
the larger (hare of it ; and as 
thev did not pretend to prog- 
nofticate by means of thofe 
wands, or any other conjuring 
tricks, but rather by an im- 
mediate infpiration from feme 
of their deities, they were held 
in the greateft veneration, and 
their oracles were received as 
the infallible anfwers or com- 



mands of the gods ( I ) • Pliny 
tells us of another fort of them , 
whom he calls Bithyae, who 
had the power of killing by 
bare intuition (2). But, in 
general, all' the old women 
were held in great reverence 
among the Scythians, and other 
northern nations, and were 
fuppofed to have acquired more 
or lefs of the prophetic fpirit, 
according to their age. 



(i) Vid. Keyfler Antiq. Scptentr. DliTert. v* 
cap. %• 



(ft) Lib* viii. 
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till it reached that of the Gerrians, which was the remoteft 
in the kingdom, (ituate along that part of the Boryilhenes, 
where it begins to be navigable. Here the corpfe was 
depofited in a large fquare hole made in the earthy upon 
a bed encompafled round with fpearsy which they covered 
with timber ; and fpread a canopy over the whole monu- 
ment. In the vacant places of it, they depofited one of 
his favourite concubines , his head cook, groom, a waiter, 
a meifenger, fome horfes, all ftrangled, and a number of 
necefiary utenfils, and among others fome golden cups. 
Then they threw the earth upon it, fo'as to raife a high 
mound, or artificial mountain. As foon as the year was 
expired they chofe fifty young men of the king*s officers, 
who were always to be Scythians of quality. Thefe, 
With an equal number of horfes, were ftrangled^ their 
howelswere taken out, and their bellies ftufied with draw* 
The bodies of the men were fet aftride upon thehorfes, 
and faftened to them by an iron (lake. The horfes, thus 
mounted, were fet upon femicircular boards, fupported 
by four pieces of timber, and placed at a convenient dif- 
tance from each other round the monument, the horfes 
having a loofe rein faftened to another poft fet up for that 
purpofe ^ 

Mdlfpw. '^^c Scythians worihipped a plurality of gods and god- 

defies, but that which they reckoned their principal deity 
was Vefta, whom they called Tahiti. The two next in 
veneration were Jupiter, whom they called Papeus, and 

MkiiiiJ* Apia, or the Earthy which they efteemed his wife. Ju- 
piter,' it feems, they challenged for their progenitor, and 
Vefta for their queen, as appears by the anfwer which one 
of their kings fent to Darius, when he came to fubdue 
them to his empire « ; befides thefe, they worfhipped 
Apollo, the celeftial Venus, and Neptune, under the names 
Oetofyrus, Strippafa, and Thamimafades. But their fa- 
vourite deity feems to have been the god of war, to w^hom 
alone they dedicated temples, altars, and images. How 
his temples were built, Herodotus doth not tell us ; nei- 
ther is it eafy for us to guefs. It doth not even appear 
from any ancient authors, or other monuments, that ever 
they built any properly fo called. Groves, indeed, thcjr 
were famous for eredling to this deity. In thefe they a^- 
• fef^ed to have one or more oaks of a mighty fize, which 
were accounted fo facred, that to lop fo much as a branch 
or fprig, or even to wound the bark^ was accounted fa* 

f Herodot. ibid. cap. 71—73. i Id. ibid. cap. 59. 
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crilege, arid puniflied with death* Thefe oaks they never 
failed to fprinkle plentifully with the blood of their vic- 
timsj infomuch^ that the rind of fome of the oldeft of 
them was covered or even cncrufted with it ^. We arc 
\ therefore inclirted to believe, that Herodotus, who learned, 
thefe things by report, might, for want of a good inter-^ 
preter, miftake them for temples, and fuppofe them to be 
built like thofe of other nations. 

Befides the deities above named, we are told that fome 
of them worfhipped fire as the principle of all things, and 
gave it the name of Vulcan * : they ufed to fwear by the 
wind> and the fword S the one as the author of life, and 
the other of death. They likewife looked upon Zamolzis 
as a deity, to whom they committed the fouls of the dead, 
and offered facrifices on their behalf ^ The royal Scy- 
thians are affirmed by Herodotus to have acknowleged all 
the deities above named^ and to have offered facrifices to 
Neptune in particular \ for all thefe various deities they 
had not, indeed, temples, but altars and groves, and a fet 
of priefts appropriated to each. 

How fpacious thofe groves muft have been, may be feen 
in the laft quoted antiquarian, or be guefied at by the vafl: 
extent of the altars, which Herodotus tells us they erefled 
in them to Mars, their favourite deity^ one of which at 
leaft they were obliged to have in every diflrift. It was 
made of fmall wood tied up into bundles, and covered 
three ftadia of land in length and breadth, though it was 
not proportionable in its height. The top of it, which Altars, 
was quadrangular, had three fides perpendicular ; and the 
fourth had a gradual declivity, to render the top of it eafy 
of accefs. One hundred and fifty loads of faggots were to 
be brought yearly to each altar, to fupply thofe which had 
been ilecayed by the inclemency of the winter* On the 
top of each of tnofe heaps was erefted an old iron fcimi- 
■ ter, which flood there as the image, or rather emblem of 
the deity. To him, befides all other cattle, in common 
wtJi their other gods» and in much greater number, they 
facrificed horfes ; and what was more iliocking, every 
hundredth man they took prifoner from their enemies. 
.The pricft having poured a libation of wine upon the cap- j/,^^^ /j. 
tive's head, cut his throat, and received his blood into a irtficesi 
bowl) with which afcending- to the top of the altar, he 
wafhed the deity's fword. As to the vidtim, they only 

h Vide Keyfler. Antiq. Septcntr. Dif. iii. & alib. paff. i Clem, 
Alex. Adhort. ad Gent. ^ Lucian Toxar. ^ Idem Scyth. 
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cut ofF his right arm clofe to the (houtder, and throwing 
it up into the air, left it expofed in the place where it 
felly and the reft of the body in that where it. was 
killed ». 
Otkit vie* With refped to the other vi£lims, which they facrificed 
timu either to Mars or to any other deity, they obferved the 

fame rites every where, without variation ; they brought 
the beaft having its fore-feet tied with a cord, and he who 
ofRciated a^prieft coming behind, and taking hold of the 
cord, threw the viftim down. Whilft it was falling, \i% 
called upon the deity to whom it was offered, and then 
ftrangled it with a cord, which he twifted with a flick ; as 
foon as it was dead, he fet about Haying and drefling it, 
without any previous libation or ceremony* The flefli 
was put into pots, and whenever thefe were not ready at 
hand, into the paunch of the creature, mixing with it a 
proportionable quantity of water ; and if wood could not 
be had, they burnt the bones inftead of it. When the 
flefli was fumciently boiled, the prieft made an offering of 
part of the meat and inteftines to the deity, by throwing it 
before the altar, and the reft was referved to feaft the 
prieft and the votaries. Thus, in cafes of neceffity, as 
when they went out to war, they made the viftim furnifii 
them with all things neceffary for the facrifice. Of srfl 
beafts the horfe was efteemed the nobleft, and confe- 
quently the moft acceptable yi£tim. As for Twine, they 
detefted them, not only as unfit to eat, but would not 
even fuflFer them to live among them. They alio of- 
fered to their gods the firft-fruits of the earth, the 
firftlings of their cattle, and a part of the fpoil they took 
in war : a confiderable part of the latter they were wont 
to fend to the Delphic Apollo, by a number of their ho- 
nourable virgins, under a fufBcient efcort. But the length 
and difficulty of the lyay, and the dangers, and other 
obftacles of the journey, obliged them to difcontinu^ this 
praftice. 
OntraSs. Their alliances and contra£ls were ratified with^ the 
following ceremonies : they poured fome wine into an 
earthen veffel, into which the contrafting parties were to 
mingle fome of their own blood, which they drew by a 
1^ flight inciiion made in the finger, hand, or fome other 
part of the body. They then dipped into the mixture 
the point of fome warlike weapons, fuch as a fcimiter, 
arrow, dart, javelin, or battle-ax. The parties then ut- 

itt Herodot. ibid. cap. 6x. 
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tered fome dire imprecations on the (iril breaker of the co- 
venant, ^and, having each of them taken a draught of the 
liquor, they defired fome of the mod confiderable among 
the by-ftanders, to pledge them, and to be witnefles of 
the contrad;, whkh^was reckoned fo facred, that they 
thought no punifhment fevere enough, either in this life 
or in the next, for thofe by whom it ihould be violated **. 

Their warlike temper and exploits were fuflSciently yaknr. 
known to the ancients ; fcarce is there any nation to be 
met with in hiftory fo famous for conquering wherever 
they carried their arms, even as auxiliaries, and them- 
felves remaining ftill unconquered. Their frugal and Cm- 
pie manner of life may indeed be fuppofed to have been a 
great prefervative againft fuch invafions, as other more 
opulent and luxurious nations were expofed to. But it is 
plain, this was not always the cafe, fince we find they 
were once invaded by the king of Perfia at the bead of a 
moft puiffant army, from the power of which nothing: but 
their valour and policy could have delivered them. Upon 
the whole, fuch was their ftrength and courage, whenever 
they entered into an ofFenfive or defenfive war, that, as 
Thucydides himfelf tells us, no nation either in Europe or 
Afia could equal them either for ftrength, valour, or con- 
dtift \ nor could any thing refift their power, when they 
were unanimous among thenifelves ®. 

Such care they took to cultivate this martial genius, that 
even their women were inured to it betimes, infomuch 
that no woman could be admitted into matrimony till fhc 
had killed at leaft one enemy with her own hands p. As 
for their youth, they were not without confiderable encou- 
ragements to infpire them with martial valour, or rather 
ferocity, if we may rely upon the information of Herodotus, Cruelcuf* 
who tells us that they were wont to drink theblood of the firft ^^*'' 
prifoner they took, and to prefent the heads of all the men 
they killed in fight to their monarch ; thefe were either 
returned or regiftered, and the warrior enjoyed privileges 
in proportion to the numbers he had flain. They ufed to 
take the (kins of the flain, to ftretch, dry, and tan them^ 
and ihen hang them at their horfes bridles, where they 
fcrved both for trophies and napkins to the owner j he be- 
\n^ always moft efteemed, who had the greatel^ number to 
difplay. Their pride, or rather barbanty, went fo far, 

n Herodot. ibid. cap. 70. ^ Lib. ii. feA. 97. p He- 

rodot. ubi fupra, cap. 117. Plat; Deleg.' lib. vij. HypocraC* 
Juftin. 9c aL 
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tbftt they took off and dreffed the whole (kin of the flaiir, 
arid covered botji their quivers and horfes, and fometimes 
decked their own bodies with them ; and ufed their 
fkulls for drinking cups. 

Had t*hey only exercifed this kind of favagc pride againfl 
thofe who came to invade them, it might indeed admit of 
fome excufe y but it doth not appear that they gave much 
better quarter to thofe whofe territories they invaded. 
And it would have been cruel and impolitic in them to 
have condemned their young women to cenbacy, till they 
were able to produce ibme fuch trophies of their martial 
prowcfs, if they were not to be gained in any but a de- 
4*en(ive war, which their poverty, joined to their known 
valour, will not permit us to fuppofe to have been frequent 
enough for that end. It is then more likely, that as they 
are affirmed to have lived moftly upon plunder, inftead of 
going out of their ow^n territories, they made mutual in- 
curfions, one tribe againfl another, without forgetting 

. however their affinity io far, as not to join their forces oc- 
cafionally againfl a common enemy or invader. 

In confequence of their living free from anibition and 
care, and eating plentifully of animal food, they acquired 

■ ruddy complexions, and became fo plump and fanguine, 
that, to prevent their growing too unwieldy, they not only 
ufed a. great deal of exercife, but even cauterized their 
arms, fhoulders, backs, and breafls, with a view to draw 
ofFfuperfluous moiflure. They were remarkable for their 
fidelity and friendfhip, which they efleemed and gloried 
in above all things. They commonly confirmed their 
friendfhip by fome fuch religious ceremony or oath as wc 
have lately mentioned, but a Scythian feldom difFufed his 
attachments to more than two or three individuals, efleera- 
ing it very difficult, if not impoffible, to' keep it inviolate 
with a greater number. And when fuch a friendfhip 
was once contradled, there .was no danger or death 

. which they would not expofe themfelves to for one 
another. 

They were not more dlfpofed to friendfliip, than ad- 
difled to refentment and revenge. If a man had received 
an injury which he was not in a capacity. to retaliate, the 
cuflom was for him to facrifice abullock, and to roaflthe 
flefh of it in fmali pieces. Then he fpread the hide upon 
the ground, and fat upon it, holding his hands down be* 
hind him as if they had been tied ; upon which lignal, all 
that beheld him, whether friends, relations, or flrangera, 
came 40 inform themfelves about the injury and injurer, 

and 
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:^d if they favoured his caufe, took up a piece of the meat, 
fetting their feet upon the hide at the fame time, pro- 
mifing affiftance accordingly, one, perhaps, fent him h>fc 
men and horfes, another ten, more or lefs* according to 
their circumftances, or the nature of the injury "i. 

How. populous the Scythians were, we have not been 
able to difcover. If it be allowed that they made frequent 
and. bloody inroads one upon another, we cannot but fup- 
pofe that it muft have leflened their numbers exceedingly. 
On the other hand, if we confider their plain and la- 
borious way of living, their climate, conftant exercife, 
and other advantageous circumftanccs, which rendered 
them hardy and ftrong, prolific and long Hved, we can 
hardly conceive they could be other than a populous nation : 
for we are told that very few died of ficknefs, but that in 
general they lived to a good old age, infomuch that many 
of them being weary of the world, before death took them 
out of it, it was ufual with fuch to haften their exit by 
throwing themfelves from an eminence into the fea, or 
into fome river.'. Herodotus, however, who feems in 
doubt whether they were fo populous as fome, or fo thin 
as others reprefent them, gives us an authentic inftance 
and monumei^t jn favour of the former, which is as fol- 
lows : th^y had it feems a cuftom, not uncommon to other 
nat^on^, at their firft taking of the field to mufter their 
fighting men, and to make every man caft an arrow into a 
proper t-eceptacle, which at their return from the expedi- 
tion was again taken up. By this expedient they could 
eafily compute not on}y the number of their men, but alfo 
that of their flain, or of thofe who either deferted, or ab- 
fanted tliemfelyes from the war. It was at fome fuch 
mufter as this that one of their kings, whom Herodotus 
names Ariantes % being prefent, and obferving thefe 
heads of arrows to amount to an immenfe bulk and 
weight, as be had indeed a prodigions army under him, 
ordered them to be melted and cait, and made a large ca- 
pacious veiTel, which our author tells us was ftill extant 
in bis time; and, though full fix inches thick, was 
large enough to hold fix hundred amphoras, that is about 
fifty hogiheads, and remained a monument of this pro- 
digious army. What feemsi to be a ftronger argument 
for their being populous, is, the fuccefiion of colonies 
which they fent out, chiefly tpvards the- fouthem parts of 

q Lucian. Toxar. ' Mela, lib. iii. cap. 5. * Lib. 

ir. cap« 81. 
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the world, of which we (hall have further occafion to. fpeak 
in the fequel. 
Arts and • As they cultivated no arts nor fcicnces except that of 
f^^^'^^* war, nor fcarcely any trade or commerce except pafturage^ 
the reader muft not e3(pe£l much information on thefo 
beads. Thucydides feenis indeed to commend their in- 
^uftry and fagagity in procuring all things neceflary for 
life, in fuch a manner, as would incline one to believe 
them to have been great encouragers of induftry and mair 
nufa£ture ; and another. Greek author fpeaks much of the 
trade and commerce which they carried on with all the 
fea-coafts of the Hellefpont ^ But as to the latter, we 
^e much inclined to believe, that, like fome of his pre- 
deceflbrs, he has miftook them for the Celtes, who were 
become great merchantSi both by fea and land, under their 
king Mercury. As for the Scythians, their way of living 
was altogethet incompatible with commerce. They do 
pot fo much as feem to bave known any thing of writing, 
till they brought it with them from Afia, after their 
twenty-eight years invafion of that country j neither dO| 
we find any footfteps of their having had fuch poetic hif- 
torians as were the curetes among the Celtes, or the bard^ 
and druids among the Gauls. Herodotus, who has wrote 
. fo n\uch concerning them, doth not fo much as hint hi^ 
having received his intelligence fro^ any of their records, 
but barely from tradition ; and that is one reafon why. we 
omit many fabulous circumftances which he has related of 
them, from the common report of their neighbours, 
who in aU probability were neither well infotrmed, nor 
impartial. 
lan^uagi. Their language is ftill more unknown to us, whatever 
difcoveries fome modern antiquarians ms^y fancy to have 
made about it. The vaft extent of their territoriea, to-: 
gether with their intermingling with other nations, cpul^ 
not but occafion its being i^lit into a vaft number of dia* 
lefts, from which moft probably hav^ fprung the Mufco^ 
vitifh, Sclavonic, Polifii, Daniih, Swfdifh, Saxon, an^ 
many others ; between which, one can but barely difco- 
ver afl^nity et^ough to evince their origin from the fame 
mother. A great number of word§ atiH phrafea that arc 
found not only in thofe northern languages, but alfp in 
the Latin, Greek, Arabic, andPerflc, Ihew them to have 
been fo many dialeQs of the old Celtic ; if thofe few rc^. 
lies of the bcythian which we have left in the name$ 

! Pi£ly$ Cret. d« Bell Tro}. Ufa|. ii, cap. 8. 
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of thtlr kings, tribes, and diflrlds, de not fo plainly ap- 
pear to be of the fame extradlion) we muft remember 
they have pail through fo many different hands, and have 
fo 'often changed their drefs, efpecially among the Greeks^ 
that they may be eaiily fuppofed to have quite loft their 
ancient forrn. We may add, that fome of them are per- 
fedily Greek, or tranflated from the Scythian into that 
language (P)- 

Their chief manvifafbures fecm to have confifted moftly Manufac^ 
in building waggons for their families and baggage, which turn. 
being covered with the ikins of beafts, they muft have 
had fome notion of tanning and dreffing leather. We 
may likewife reafonably fuppofo that they fabricated their 
own weapons, which were fcimiters, javelins, axes, but Wiopmi^ 
efpecially bows and arrows, at which they are faid to 
have been fo expert, that their very children were trained 
to {hoot at a mark even as they rode on horfeback \ info- 
much that it became a common proverb, ** that the Scythi- 
ans were as dextrous at their bows as the Greeks were at their 
lyre." Hence C yaxares, king of Media, is reported to have 
ient his fon to be Drought up under them, to learn the ufe of 
the bow "• They were fo expert ii> hoi:feman{hip, as to 
have acquired the epithet oi Wnr^J^4\<n by Herodotus and 
Xtucian'. Their women are affirmed to have been fo well . 
trained to riding and (hooting, that they did not fall fliort 
of the men in thofe exercifes '• The ancients obfi|rve, 
^at they had neither mules nor aiTes \ and the reafon they 

five is, that the country was too cpld for thofe creatures. 
Experience has fince (hewn the contrary, at leaft with re- 
fpe£l id the latter ; but the true reafon feems to be, that 
the horfes, which they bred in great numbers, could an- 
swer all the purpofes of the other two fpecies, and at 
the fame time be n>ore fwift and expeditious. 

As for agriculture, it doth not appear that they had any. AgricwU 
Herodotus indeed tells us of one province, whofe in- ^^rgw 
Jiabitan.ts called themfelves Olbiopolitans, and the Greeks fu^*/* 
JBoryfthenians, as they lived on the north fide of that t^^^ 

» Herodot.lib. i. cap. 73. * Lucian. in Toxar. U Her* 

snot. Mela, lib. i.cap.fti. Bochart, ubi fapra, &al. 

(P) Of this kind is the name Greek Mr. The Nomadet 

of the Ocenes, a Scythian tribe, were fo called from jre/btD *^ 

fo called in Herodotus, from tur^. Of the fame extrac^on 

their living upon the eggs of were the Hyppodes, Andro*- 

trild-fowl, and comes from the phagi, and fome others. 
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river ; and thefe he likcwlfc called huibandmen, becaufe 
theyfowed grain, not for food, but for falc y* But the reft 
of the Scythians wholly negle6lcd it, cbuGng rather to 
roam where they found the bcft pafture for their cattle, 
and coritenting themfelves with the fpontaneous produd: 
of the earth, without being at the trouble of manuring it. 
And this is in all likelihood the caufe why we read of fo 
many deferts, forefts, and large uninhabited tradis ot 
land between tribe and tribe, in the writings of ancient 
hiflorians and geographers. How they difpofed of the wool 
of their flocks we know not, but, by their cloathing them- 
felres with the fkins of wild or tame beads % we may 
conclude they did not manufa£lure it into cloth f and as 
thofe fkins were of their own dreffing, they wanted ftill 
Artificers, lefs the help of foreign manufaftures. Smiths tbcy muft 
have had, for making their arms, waggons, and. other 
neceflary tools. As to their arrows, dartft, and javelins^ 
if their heads were made of copper, they were probably 
caft in moulds. They ufed ftandards of a particular make, 
which when blown open by. the wind, exhibited the fi- 
gures of ferpents and dragons of feveral fhapes, and thefe 
vi^ere copimonW borhe by men on horfeback *. 

Their chief riches and food confifting in their numerous 
herds ; they intrufted the care of them to (hepherds, who 
v^ere a lower rank of Scythians below the martial men, 
though they too had flaves and captives in their fcrvice. 
They ufed to move from pafture to pafture, with the per- 
fons and families which were unfit to go to the wars* 
Thefe chiefly lived upon honey, cheefe, and milk, more 
efpecially that of their mares, from which creature, if 
Hferodotus was rightly informed, they had a ftrangc way 
of forcing plenty of it, by blowing wind into the privi- 
ties ^ ; but their chief and choiceft food wa.s the venifoa 
they killed. What provifions the warlike Scythians made, 
when they were abfent from their flocks, we cannot gue&; 
it is probable when they came into an enemy's country, 
they feized upon all the cattle they could meet with ; 
and when that failed, they had recourfe to a compoCtion 
they carried about them, of which we fliall fpeak bye«and- 
bye. 
Tcjygamy, From an inftance or two recorded of their kings, we 
conclude they allowed of polygamy, and were not over- 
ftrift in their marriages. Plato feems even to intimate 

7 Herodot. ubi fupra, cap. i9. Juftin* lib. ii. cap. s. Mela, Sc 
al« ' Id. ibid. * Suid. in voc« ^ Herodot. lib. iv. cap. s. 

that 



The HlHory of the Scythians. * %6i 

that they had their women in cohimon, though if any 
•fuch cuftom prevailed among them, it muft have been 
only among the more favage fort, for the royal and free 
men had wives j and fome of their kings we read of who 
took them from other nations, and of one of them who 
married his own father's widow ; but whether the fame 
liberty was allowed to private men we cannot affirm. The 
reafon the Scythians gave for abhorring the Bacchanalian 
feafts of the Greeks, namely, that it was abfurd to fup- 
pofe that a god (hbuld drive men into all the violent tranf- 
ports of madnefs, feems to fhew that drunkennefs was < 
not common among them ^. And indeed we do not find 
that they were much addi£ted to feafting. Plutarch, in his Ftafimgt. 
Banquet of the Seven "Wife Men, fays, ** that they nei- 
ther had vines, nor players on inftruments,* nor public 
games. One wine-feaft they kept however, once a year 
in every diftrift, for thofe who had fignalized themf<ilves. 
by killing one or more of their enemies. Another we 
iFead of^ 'which was ufed at funerals. Some others thev 
might have upon other occafions not worth enquiring al- 
ter; but in general they were remarkably abftemiousy 
except in their afFe£lions for their favourite women. 
They talked little, but concifely and nervoufly, efpecially 
about their warlike affairs. They commonly traveMed on 
horfeback, or in their, domeftic vehicles. When they 
bad any rivers to crofs, they laid their horfe's faddle and 
.weapons ^u{N)n a ikin filled with cork, and fo well fewn, 
that not a drop of water could get into it ; they then laid 
themfelves down on it, and taking hold of their horfe by 
the tail, made him fwim to the other fide. They carried 
with them a certain compofition, in fmall pieces like 
pills, one of which, upon occafion, would yet afford^ 
fufficient nouriihment for feveral days. Pliny adds ^ that 
they ufed the like expedient with their horfes, by means 
of what he calls the Scythian weed, upon the ftrength of 
which they could travel ten or twelve days without eat- 
ing or drinking. 

We fhall conclude this article with Xome farther account 
of their funerals. We have already fpoken of the obfc- 
quies which they paid to their monarchs. When any Pfffggy^t^L 
other perfon died, his neareft relations caufed his em- fiquiti* 
balmed body to be carried in a chariot from houfe to houfe 
among his friends and acquaintance, who received and 
leaded them in their turns, fetting part of the banquet 

c Herodot, lib. iv, cap. 7$, ^ Lib. xxv. cap. 8. 

before 
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before the deceafed. This ceremony was continued fortf 
day6> after which the perfon was buried, and bis atten- 
dants purified tbemfelves, not by any ablution, but by 
the fmoke of fome hemp-feed peculiar to the country, 
which being thrown upon burning ftonesy emitted a much 
more agreeable perfume than the frankincenfe ufed in 
Greece, and intoxicated the company, who concluded the 
ceremony with hideous (hrieks. This ferved inftead of 
wafliing, which the Scythians never pra£tifed ; not even 
V9Wtkitr the women, who ufed, inftead of it, to anoint their 
^?'* bodies and face with a pafte, made of cyprefs, cedar, 
$hnr biau' ^^^ frankincenfe, ground upon a- rough ftone, and foaked 
tf. in water, which pafte being taken off next day, rendered 

their (kins clean, (hining and fweet ®. 

It remain j that we fhoutd fay a word or two of thofe 
other petty kingdoms of Scythia, and of fome particula- 
rities, wherein they differed from the royal Scythians. 
For whether they were all really defcended from the fame 
ftock, or whether they fprang from fome other of Ma- 
gog's brethren, yet fince they inhabited fo confiderable 
a part of Scythia, and made fuch a figure in the hiftpry of 
their wars in conjun£lion with the royal tribes, we canaofc 
•well omit, at leaft thofe of the greateft note. 
Sarma* The Samaritans are affirmed by Herodotus^ to have been 

l^« the offspring of the Scythians and Amazons. Thefe 

waiflike women, or, as their Scythian name, Aior Patta^ 
imports, manjlayers^ in their flight from the Grecians^ 
having landed near the precipices of the Falus Maeotis be-* 
longing to the free Scythians, and having been perfuaded 
to be married to them, did in their turn prevail upon 
them to leave that part of Scythia, where they pretended 
they could not conveniently live with them, and to paft 
into the province of Sarmatia on the other fide the Ta«> 
< nais. Hence, our author fays, the Samaritan women re« 
tained ftill the Amazonian temper and way of life, being 
more warlike than the reft of the Scythian females^ and 
the language of the * country became a corrupt Scydiiani 
becaufe the Amazojis never could perfe£ily learn that 
language, but taught it their offspring, corrupt as them- 
felves fpoke it. Here it chiefly was, that a virgin was 
unqualified for matrimony tillftle haddifpatched an enemy 
in the field. 
^aurtms. The Tauii^^s had this inhuman cuftom> that they fa<* 
erificed to t virgin all that were {hipwrecked^ and all the 

• Herodot. ubi fwpra, cap* 7S— 75* 

Grecians 
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Grecians whom they caught upon their coafts. This 
bloody offering was performed by knocking the ^perfon on 
the head with a club, after many dire imprecations, 
and flinging his carcafe -down the hill on which their tem- 
ple was built, or as. others told our author, by burying 
the body, and referving only the head to be iluck on a 
pole. Thefe Tiiurians pretended, that the virgin daemon 
whom they thus worfhipped, was Iphigenia, Agamem- 
non's daughter. They lived chiefly by war and rapine^ 
and were very cruel to thofe that fell into their hands* 
The Agathyrfians are faid to have had their women in Agailyr^ 
common, in order to link the men more ftri£kly together, >»/• . 
gnd to prevent jealoufies, and other ill effeds of matri- 
mony ^ The Neurian province being infefled with dan- Newriaur^ 
gcrous ferpents, they were at length forced to leave it for 
that of the Budians. They obferved the cuitoms of Scy- 
thia in mod particulars, only pretended to greater ikill m 
magic than they, and were reported to be transformed 
into wolves for fome part of the year^ after which me- 
tamorphofis, they refumed their own ihape >; an allegory 
which is fuppofed to mean no more than their wearing 
of (kins with the fur outward duriqg the cold weather. 
The Neurians are mentioned alfo by rliny *, Mela *, and 
3teph. of By;Eantium 'p. 

The worft of all, were the Androphagi, or men-eaters, BuMoms «r 
who obferved neither laws nor juflice, and had nothing in Andro^ 
common with the reft, but their drefs and occupation of phagu 
breeding cattle. The Melanchoeneans were fo called for 
affe£i:ing to go always in black \ they followed the Scy- 
thian cuftomS| except that they fed upon human flefhi 
which the free Scythians did not; nor indeed did any 
other tribes ufe it, at leaft as common food, but only oft 
fome particular occafipns. The Budians were a populous 
nation, famed for blue eyes, and red hair : in this pro- 
vince, above all the reft, did they build them a city, and 
called it Gelonus, whofe houfes and high walls were of 
timberi and each fide of the walls were three hundred 
ftadia in length \ it had temples and chapels dedicated to 
the Grecian gods \ and here they celebrated the Baccha-f 
nalia triennially. The people of the province differed from Cthnumu 
thofe in the city, in that the fomier applied themfelves to 
fhe keeping of cattle^^ and thefe to tillage and planting gar- 

' Herodot. lib. iv. cap. 194* < Id. ibid. cap. 105, & feq. 

B PHny ttb. iv. cap. 92. ? De Situ. Orb. lib. ii. cap. |. ^ De 
Vf l>. f^b yoc, 

densj 
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dens, living upon the produ£k of. them, and of their com 
fields ; in a word, thcfc Gelonians were fo much more ci- 
vilized in their manners than the Budians, that they fcem-» 
cd quite another people. They are fuppofed to have been 
^ of Greek extract, and to have been in time quite blended 

with the Budians, who were of Sarmatian origin^ and 
contiguous to them ; and Herodotus obferves, that each 
preferved their own native language. The Gelonians 
learned, among other things, the cullom of painting their 
bodies from the Sarmati&ns, whence that verfe in Virgil's 
Georgics, xii. ver. 115. 

Eoafque domos Arabum pi£lofque Gelonos. 

This province abounded with otters, and beavers, which 
afforded fkins for wearing, and caftor for medicine*. 
Scythian The laft two nations or trtbes of the Scythians worth 

NoMuuiij. our notice, were the Nomades, inhabiting the country on 
the north-weft of the Cafpian fea, and the Maflagetes, 
on the weft. As for the Amazons, as they are accounted 
fomewhat fabulous, we (hall fpeak of them in a feparate 
note (Q). The Nomades differed fo little from the royal 

i>cythians, 
1 Herodot. lib. x> cap. io8> 109. 

(Q) Concerning thefe female fiances, there will be nothing 

warriors, it were endlefs to fo improbable in the brave and 

trouble ourfelves with all that mafcullne method they took to 

has been written on either fide; fave themfelves from flavery, 

tbofe feem to come neareft the and to revenge the flaughter of 

truth, who neither altogether their hulbands. The Scythian 

rejedl what has been (aid of as weU as Celtic women were 

them by the ancients, nor anciently held in great efteem 

give credit to all the wonders and veneration, for their fkxW 

that are recorded of them. If in divination above the men,' 

we compare the warlike genius infomuch that the latter are 

of the Scythian women in ge- even upbraided by ancient 

neral, and more particularly authors, for fuffering women 

that of the Sarmatians, , in to aflift at and dired their coun- 

whofe neighbourhood lived fels ; and to have even prefid- 

thefe Amazons, with the oc- ed in all courts of judicature, 

cafion which gave birth to this and other affemblies ; in which 

flrani^e kind of government, their judgment was generally 

namely, the treacherous mur- reckoned decifive, becaufe they 

derot their hufbands, and their Were fuppofed to be divinely 

being in danger of becoming infpired (i). Being therefore 

a prey to their murderers, inured to counfel, exdbution, 

and in a flrange country; if and warlike exploits, • exafper- 

we- confider all thefe circum- atedby the treacherous butch* 

(0 Keyiler Antiq. Scptcntr. DifTert. v. • 

ery 
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Scythians, except in this appellative, tliat we fliall fay no 
more concerning them, than that they led a wandering 

life. 
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cry of their hufban<fc^ and be- 
come, as it were, defperate at 
the profpciSt of th6ir impending 
ilavery ; we need not wonder 
that they fo foqn fell upon the 
mok efie(^ual means of making 
a noble defent^e, and like fo 
many heroines, having chofen 
one or two of the wifeil and 
ilouteil among them, to lead 
them to an ofieniive war againfl 
their enemies, .they carried it 
on with fuch courage and con- 
dancy, and with fuch fuprifing 
fuccefs. And if their warlike 
temper, their government, cuf- 
toms, valour, conduct, and 
atchievements, have been ex- 
aggerated beyond credibility, 
it is no more than hath been 
done with refped to other na- 
tions, governments, kingdoms, 
and conquerors, whom it were 
neverthelefs abfurd to treat as 
fabulous upon that account. It 
is certainly more equitable to 
make the fame allowance in 
both cafes, than to fuppofe 
. that fo many hiilorians, who 
have written of either of them, 
were guilty of wilful forgery, 
or too great credulity (2). 

This female government is 
faid to have been produced by 
the following incident : two no- 
ble Scythian youths, whom our 
author calls Hylinos and Sco- 
lopytus(3), having been forced 
to yield to a contrary faction, 
about the time of the firll ir- 
ruptions of the Scythians into 
Afia, in the reign of Sefoftris, 
king of Egypt, retired into 
part of C^ppadocia, with their 



wives -ai^d families. They 
brought with them alfo a^ery 
confiderable number of warlike 
youths, by whofeaffiftance they 
got poflbllion of the region of 
Thermofciria, on the.* river 
Thennodon, from which they 
.iifed to make frequent incur- 
fions into the neighbouring 
countries for feveral years, . till 
they were at length all tre^- 
cheroufly murdered by thofc 
nations. Their wives were no 
fooner apprifed of their fate, 
than, partly through fear of 
flavery, and partly through de- 
fire of revenge, they put them- 
felves under the condu6t of 
fome of their greateft heroines, 
and prepared for a bloody war 
againfl the murderers. That 
nothing might obllru6t their 
fury, they renounced all future 
marriages with mankind, call- 
ing it an unworthy kind of fla- 
^ver)% anddeftroyed the refidue 
of their huibands, who had 
efcaped the flaughter, that fo 
being all upon the fame foot- 
ing, they might purfue their 
defigns with e^jual ardour. The 
confequfence was, that fhey 
fell upon the conquerors with 
fuch bravery and fuccefs, that 
they totally overthrew them, 
enlarged their own dominions, 
and made their neighbours fue 
to them for peace. One of 
thetr conditions was, that they 
fliould yearly have a month s 
intetcourfe with each other, in 
order to keep up the breed ; 
after which communication 
they brought up all their girls 



' (1) Sir W. Rawl. Hift. lib. ie. cap. a. fea. 15. (3) Juftii). ex 
Trog« lib. ii. cap. 4. 
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life, living no longer in one place than they found plenty 
of pafture for tb«2ir cattle ^ which being confumed, they 

removea 



in their own way, cutting off 
fhcjr right brcalls, that they 
might be no obft ruction to 
their fcooting, whence they 
came to be called Amazons ; 
and as for t*he boy's that were 
bom to them, they either killed 
tkem, according to our author, 
or fentthem to their Others 
according to Herodotus. 

Thefe furprifmg exploits 
were atchieved under the go- 
vernment and condu^ of two 
famous queens, Lampedo or 
Lampeto, and Marthefia or 
Marphefia, who boafted them- 
felves to be the daughters of 
Mars ; and having carried their 
conquefts into Afia, and built 
fome cities there, this laft, who 
had been left with an army to 
fecure their conqueft, whiift 
the former returned heme 
loaden with fpoils, was after- 
wards furprifed, and cut off, 
with the reft of her female 
warriors, by fome. bands of bar- 
barians. 

She was fucceeded by her 
daughter Ortara, or Orthya, 
whofe valour, added to her ny- 
ing in perpetual virginit}', did 
not a little raife the glory of 
the Amazonian name. To her 
fucceeded Antiopha, whofe 
fiftersHypolite and Menalippe, 
are reported to have challenged 
Hercules and Thefeus, and to 
have been with great difficulty 
overconie by thofe two heVoes. 
Penthefilea was another famous 
Amazonian queen, who is faid 
to have come at the head of an 
army of her viragos to the 
affiftance of Priamus, king of 



Troy. It is added, that (he 
was the iBventrefs of the battle- 
ai, and was at length killed 
by Pyrrhus, the fon of Achilles* 
Some other particulars related 
of thofe heroines favour fo 
much of iable, that we (hall 
dwell no longer upon them. 

The bloody re-encountet* 
bet\i'een Tomyris, another of 
their warlike queens, and Cy- 
rus king of rerfia, has been 
taken notice - of in another 
chapter ; and the amorous in- 
terview between Alexander the 
Gnsat and the ^mous queen 
Thalei^ris, (hall be fpoken of 
in its proper place, it is un- 
der this laff thatthe Amazonian 
race ana kingdom is faid to 
have be^n deftroyed. 

We muft not omit fome o- 
ther memorable occurrences 
concerning a colony of thofe 
female worthies, which happen- 

Sd in the reign of fome of the 
:)regoing queens, and are men- 
tioned by another author in 
hishifiory of the Scythians(4). 
The Grecians, who had ob- 
tained a iignal vi6k>ry over the 
Amazons, near the river Ther- 
modon, were carrying off* the 
reiidue that had efcaped the 
(laughter, in three (hips, into 
their own country. While 
they were at fea the Amazons 
confpired zffdnft them, and 
killed all the men they had oa 
board; but being altogether 
unacquainted with navigatioD, 
even with the u(e of the rud- 
der, fails, and oars, thej were 
driven ly the wind and tide to 
the precipices of * tho Palus 



(4) Hexx>dot. lib. iv. cap. 107* no. 
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removed ^ frefli grounds ; and, wlfen called to the wafs, 
left their families and flocks, with their fhepherds, till 

their 



3^7 



Maeotis, in the territories of 
the free Scythians. Here they 
went alhore, and marching up 
into the country feized the fim 
horfes they found, and began 
CO plunder the inhabitants. 
The Sc3rthians9 unacquainted 
with their language, fes, and 
drefs, could not tell what to 
make of thefe invaders. They 
took them at firft to be youths, 
but, after a ikirmifh or two, 
in which fome of thera were 
taken prifoners, had convinced 
them of the contrary, they ic- 
folved not to kill them, but to 
iend a party of youths to watch 
their motions,, with orders, 
chat if they were attacked by 
chem, thev fiiould flee from 
them, and as foon as they 
ceafed their purfuit, encamp 
at the neareu diftance they 
could, refolved, if poilible, to 
have fome children by thefe 
brave women. Thefe obierv- 
ing that the Scythian youths 
did not come with any hoflile 
deflgn, fuffered them to con< 
cinue in their neighbouring 
fiation, whilft they, having 
nothing ,but their horfes and 
arms, lived in their own man- 
ner, hy hunting and plunder. 
}c was their cuftom to with- 
draw themfelves from the reft 
about noon, either (ingle or by 
couples, to comply with the 
neceflities of nature, which, 
when the Scythian youths ob- 
ferved, they did fo likewife: 
one of thefe walking alone met 
with a Angle Amazon, and 
though they could not fpeak to 
each other, yet flie found a 
way ID kt him underfiand that 



if he would meet her there 
next day, accompanied with an- 
other Scythian, (he would likje 
wife bring a companion with 
her. The confequence wai^ 
that both their camps were pre- 
fently joined, ^nd every Scy- 
thian took to wife the Amazon 
whom chance threw in his way. 
The women had no fooner got 
a fmattering of the Scythian 
language, than they were given 
to underlland by their new huf- 
bands, that they had their pa- 
rents and pofleffions in that 
neighbourhood, to whom they 
had a de(ire to return, invit- 
ing the women to accompany 
them. But the(e replied, that 
as they had ever been ufed to 
draw the bow, dart a javelin^ 
mount a horfe, and all fucH 
warlike exercifes, to> which 
they fuppofed the Scythian 
women altogether unaccuftom-f 
ed, they could not bear the 
thoughts of going to live a- 
mong them, and exchange 
their warlike way of living for 
a life of cafe and indolence. 
They therefore exhorted their 
hu(bands, if they flill retained 
the fame conjugal afledtion for 
them, to go and receive their 
feveral portions of wealth from 
their parents, and return ; an 
advice with which they rea- 
dily complied. At their re^ 
turn their wives acquainted 
them ferther, that fmce they 
had deprived them of their pa- 
rents, and committed feveral 
depredations in that country, 
they thought it much (afer to 
fix their habitation on the 
other fide the Tanais. This 

Icheroe 
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their return ». Plin^ places them on the left fide of the 
Cafpian Tea, and fays the river Panticapes parted them 
from the Georgii". Strabo adds, that they lived in wag- 
gons inttead of houfes **. 
Uaffage- The Maffagetes likewife imitated the free Scythians in 

Uu theijr habit, manner of living, arms, and warlike genius ; 

but th€y ufed, befides bows and arrows, javelins, and fci- 
jneters. Brafs ferved them inftead of fteel for making 
their ofFenfive weapons^ and their defenfive armour was 
ornamented with gold. Their horfes were likewife fenced 
with a breaft-plate of brafs, M'hilft their bridles and other 
furniture were adonicd with gold ; for filver and iron 
were not ufed by them, becaufe their country did not pro- 
duce thefe metaJs. Though every man was obliged to 
marry a wife, yet they held them all in common ; (o thUt 
when a man met with a woman to his liking, he took her 
-into his chariot or waggon> and lay with her without any 
farther ceremony, than his hanging up his quiver at the 
head of it. This cuftom, Herodotus tells us, was unjuilly 
attributed to all the Scythians by the Greeks, whereas it 
^M«r hoT' was peculiar to the Maffagetes only. A more inhuman 
harous cuf' cuftom than this the fame author tells us they followed, 
•hamely, that when a man had once attained to old age, 
^which was not fo much limited by law as inferred by con- 
'curring fymptoms ; all his relations met, and facrificed 
him, together with a number of cattle of feveral kinds, 
and having boiled the flefti all together, they fat down to 
it as a feaft. This kind of death was accounted by them 
the moft happy, as that of dying by ficknefs was reckoned 
unfortunate, becaufe thefe laft were to be buried, inftead 
of acquiring the honour of being facrificed to their gods, 
and feafted upon by their neareft relations, and intimate 
friends p. The fun was the only deity they worfhipped, 
and to him they facrificed horfes, which being reckoned 

" Mela, lib. iii. cap. 6. « Lib# iv* cap. la. • Gcogr. 

' lib. xvi. P Herodot. lib» i. cap. ult. & lib. iv. cap. 17*. 

fcbeme was likewife agreed to reckoned by far the greateft 
and executed. After three warriors of all the Scythians; 
' days march eaflward of that and hence proceeds the cor- 
river, and three more north- * ruption of their language ; for 
ward from the lake Maeotis, the Amazons not having been 
they arrived and iettled in the able to learn, and confequently 
country of Sarmatia, where to teach their children the true 
^hcy continued ftHl in our au- Scythic, the Sgrmatian became 
tlior's time. Hence it is that a mixture of that and tke A"- 
the Sarmatian women were mazonic^ 

the 
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the nobleft and fwifteft of all creatures, they thought moft 
proper to be offered to the nobleft and fwifteft of all the 
gods ^- They neither fowed nor planted ; but contented 
themfclvcs with the milk and flefli pf their cattle, and 
with fifli, of which the Jaxartes afforded a very great 
plenty ^ 

SECT. vn. 

The Hiftory of the Scythian Kings* 

iniT" HAT has been obferved in fome of the foregoing Seythlan 
^^ feftions concerning the barrennefs of Scythian re- '^^"'"^^ 
cords> and of other hiftorians concerning that nation, will ^J^f^if^gj^ 
cafily convince our readers, that it would be a vain at- , 
tempt to throw any light upon the chronology of it, or 
even to prefent a regular hiftory of their kings, whofe 
names and exploits lie occafionally fcattered in Herodo^ 
tus, and other more recent hiftorians, without any order 
of time, at leaft till their invafion of Afia. Till tnen, it 
is probable, they confined their conquefts to Europe, and 
made their incurfions only againft their neighbours, which^ 
though perhaps originally defcended from the fame ftock» 
yet, like a great many other nations, had either quite ob* 
literated, or were become regardlefs of their former afl[i- 
nitv. And this feems to have been moft probably their 
cafe, becaufe they cultivated no arts, but that of war and 
conqueft, without troubling themfelves about recording 
their a£ts and genealogies* The Celtes indeed had their 
curetes ; ani other European nations were provided with 
bards and druids, who celebrated their exploits in verfe ; 
. but we do not find any footfteps of any fuch perfons among 
the Scythians : fo that tradition feems to have been the 
only fountain from which our ancient hiftorians have 
drawn all their intelligence concerning that nation. 

The following is a lift of the Scythian kings, as we find 
them mentioned by Herodotus, Juftin, Diodorus, Strabo, 
and Mela ; but without any note of time, either about the 
beginning, length, or end of their reigns; neither can we af- 
firm, that they fucceeded one another, in the order we have 
obferved, or even whether they all reigned over the fame 
nations, or ruled as independent fovereigns of different 
tribes. However, we ftiall to the lift of their names fub- 
join fuch particular fa£ts as we find recorded of any of 
them, and with thefe we ihall be forced to clofe this 
hiftory. * " . 

q Herodot. lib, i, cap. ult. r Mela, Cluver. k a]. 
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Kings of Scytbia* 

I. Scythes. 9. Targitaus. i4.Saurius. 

^. Napis. 10. Calazais. 19. Spargapifes. 

3. Phithra. 1 1 . Scholypethes, 16. Aripithes. 

4. Sagillu8,orProtothyas. or perhaps 17. Scyles. 

5. Mad3tf8. rather 18. Odamafades. 

6. Thomyris, Scyihopctcs. 19. Ariantes. 

7. Jancirus. I2« Panaxagoras. 20. Atheas. 

8. Indatyrfus. 13. Tanais. 21. Lambious. 

Scythes, Scythes is faid to have been a fon of Hercules, begotten on 

a monftcr, from whom the Scythian nation was affirmed by 
the fabulous Greeks to have taken their name, if not to be 
defcended*. This hiftory feems to have been invented by 
the Greeks for no other end but to fully the origin of the 
noble and warlike Scythians. 

S^igilUts. Sagillus is faid to have fent his fon Fanafagorus, who 

IS perhaps the fame with Protothyas, the father of Ma- 
dyes, with an army of horfe, to the affiftance of Orithya, 
queen of the Amazons, againft Thefeus king of Athens. 
To perfuade him to this expedition, (he let him know that 
the Amazons were of Scythian race ; that it was mere ne- 
ceflity that obliged them to difpatch their furviving huf- 
bands, and to ercfl: themfelves into a female monarchy, 
and to engage irl this war. In a word, (be ufed all the 
arguments which could induce the Scythian king to give 
her affiftance ; his fon came accordingly with a large army 
of horfe, but, foon after his arrival, upon fome difguft 
which that prince took at thefe brave heroines, he left 
then) to the mercy of their enemies, by whom they were 
defeated ^ 

MaJyes. Madyes, fuppofed to have been the fame with the In- 

dathryfus of Strabo, though different from that of Hero- 
dotus, was the fon of Protothyas, a warlike prince, under 
whofe conduft the Scythians, having driven the Cyrame- 
rians, or ilortbern Celtes, out of Europe, and purfued 
them into Afia, invaded the country of the Medes, and 
held the greater part of Upper Afia in fubjeSion twenty- 
eight years. Theoccafion of their quarrel with the Cym- 
merians,and of the Afiatic irruption, is, indeed, no whereto 
befoundjbut may, however be eafily conceived. Scythia did 
not afford fufficient food and fuftenance for its numerous in- 
habitants ; it was bounded on the north by a fro'Zen region 

' Herodot* lib. iv« < Juilin. . ex Trog. lib* ii« cap. 4.. 
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And perpetual fnow ; where could they then difcharge their 
iuperfluous multitudes, but towards the more fertile coun* 
tries of the fouth, where the inhabitants, being probably 
enervated by an eafy and delicate life, were moft like to 
yield them, if not their country, at lead a free pafTage 
through it, and affift them with neceflaries ; hence it is 
that they fo rapidly pafled into Afia, and led their viftori* 
Gus afifty even into Egypt. But here we are told they 
were prtvaifed upon by Pfammeticus, king of that 
country, either by ptefents or entreaties^ to proceed no 
farthef. They ihade, likewifc, fome incurfions into the 
land of the Philiftines; arid it w^s in this expedition that 
they took thid city of Bethfheaii ffoni the half tribe of Ma- 
naflbh, bri this fide Jordan, and called it by their name, 
the city of the Scythians, or Scythopolis. Iri their return 
into Syria fonie of their ftragglefs plundered the temple 
6f Venus at Afcaloh, land for their facrilege Were piiriiflied 
with a fpecies of haemorrhoids, (iomnion to the bther fex 5 
which defceiided to their pofterity ais a brand of infamy. 

They might probably have held their dominion in Afia 
inuch longer than they did, had hot their indolerice and 
e*a£ti;ons on the oiie hand, arid the treachery of Cyax- 
ates king of the Medes, ori the bther, put an end to itj 
in the manner we have related iri that hiftory. What 
became of thofe that furvived the flaughter, we can otily 
guefs at ; many of them might fubmit thetnfelves to the 
Medes, and continue there ; but a much greater number, 
as is fuppofed, eritef^d into the fervice of Nebuchadnezzar 
part of whofe army is faid to have confifted of all the fami- 
lies of the north ; but the greateft part, accdrding to Hero-^ 
dotusj returned to Scythiia ^, where they met with an uri- 
expefted reception from their fervatits and flaves. Juftin, 
w^ho calls this their third expedition, fays, it lafted but 
eight years'^, during which time their wives, having given 
them over for loft, had married their fervaiits and flaves J 
to whom, as we have obferved, their mafters ufed, upon 
all fuch excurfions, to commit the care of their families 
and cattle. As foon, therefore, as the Scythians had en- 
tered their own territories, this upftaft'race of flaves fent tb 
forbid their matters to approach nearer at their peril. 

But Herodotus, who fpeaks of this expedition as the 
firft into Afia, and affirms it to have lafted twenty-eight 
years, adds, that their wives, urtufed to be fo long idle, 
had taken their fervants and flaves to their beds, from 

r 

V Herodot. lib i, > Lib. Vy cap. 5. 
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whom this new generation was fprung, which obllruflEe^ 
the return of their mafters into Scythia, after they had 
fuffered themfelves to be driven out of their Afiatic con- 
quefts by the Mcdes. However that be^ this flavifli off- 
ering, having timely notice of their return, had fo well 
fortified and entrenched themfelves againft them, that 
they would, in all probability, have kept them out, haj 
not fome of the wifer Scythians bethought themfelves of 
a ftratagem which quite difcomfited that rebellious rout. 

They had already had feveral fkirmiflies with equal fuc- 
cefs on both fides, when one of the Scythian lords ob- 
ferved, that it wa§ beneath their dignity to fight with 
their ilaves as with their equals ; and that, if they de- 
figned to fbrce them into fubmtflion, they rauft fall 
upon them, not with warlike weapons, but with whips- 
and fourges, fuch as they were formerly wont to challife 
them with. This advice was followed with furprifing* 
fiiccefs, and the flavifii rebels were taken with fucb a panic 
at this new and unexpefted kind of war, that they laid 
down their arms, and fled with the utmoft precipitation ^» 
As many of them as could be caught were put to the 
moft cruel deaths, whilft their mi^refles, confcious of 
their guilt, fought to avoid the refentment of their huf* 
* bands by putting themfelves to death. After this fignal 
viftory over their rebellious flaves, the Scythians, accord-' 
ing to Juftin, enjoyed a long and unmolefted peace tilF 
the days of Jancyrus. We muft, however, except the 
invafion under the next reign. 

T««v^riV. Thomyris, Tomyris, or Tamyris, was that heroine^ 

whom we are told * Cyrus the Great demanded in mar- 
riage. Bat (he fuppofing that her kingdom, rather than 
her perfon, was the objeft of his wifties, fent exprefs- 
orders to his ambalTadors not to proceed. Cyrus, provoked 
either at her refufal, or at her fufpefting his artifice, ad- 
vanced with his army againft the Maflagetes, who were 
then under her dominion. What the iflue of this expedi- 
tion was, and what credit may be given to the ftory of his 
tragical end, and the revenge which that exafperated 
princefs took of him, we have already feen in another 
chapter. - 

Janeyrus. Jancyrus, a magnanimous and haughty prince. Is famed 
for the noble anfwer which he fent to Darius king of Per- 
fia, when that monarch fent to demand of him the ufuai 
prefents of earth and water in token of fubjedlion, and for 

7 Herodot. hb. ii. cap. 5, 4. ^ Idem lib. j. cap. ao5,& feq, 
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tie total defeat which he gav.c to thePerfian army ; and as 
iuch feems to have been the fame with Herodotus's Inda- 
thyrfus % or to have been his immediate fucceflbr. The 
occafion of this war with the Perfians is varioufly related 
ly Juftin ^ and the Jaft quoted author \ the former tells us, 
that the Scythian monarch had exafperated Darius by re- 
fufing to give him liis daughter in marriage ; and the lat- 
ter introduces fome Scjrthian princes accufing him of 
being the firft aggrcflbr, and having invaded the Perfian 
territories, whilft Darius himfclf pretended only to re- 
venge the ravages which the Scythians had committed in 
ACa a hundred and tw«nty years befofe, when they held it 
in fubjeftion twentyi-eight years. There is; therefore, no 
•otherway of reconciling thefe accounts, and the two dit 
ferent names ^ the Scythian i&onarch, but by fuppofing 
the Jancyrus of Juftin to have been the father of Inda- 
thyrfus, who, finding the refufal of his daughter had pro- 
yoked the Perfiaa king to attack his dominions, refolved 
to fend his fon Indathyrfus to make an irruption into 
his territories ; and dying foon after, he entailed that 
war upon his fbn^ in which he acquired fe much glory in 
^he fequel. 

However that be, Indathyrfus, having received the proud 
x:hallenge from the Perfian king, implied in the demand 
of earth and water, fent him this remarkable reply ; that 
as he acknowleged no lord but his progenitor Jupiter, and 
Vefla, queen of the Scythians, he would fhortly fend 
him a more fuitabie prefent, fuch as might, perhaps, 
make him repent of Ihs wrogance. This prefent was 
afterwards difbatched to him, confifting of a bird, a moufc^ 
a frog, and nve arrows, without any farther application. 
• Thefe, and the living creatures, Darius immediately in- 
terpreted in bis own, favour,, to have i>een fent in token 
of fubmiflion. But Gobrias, who knew the Scythians 
perhaps better than his mailer, and compared the meflage 
and the prefent together, gave quite another fenfe to the 
Jatter, namely, that the PerGans muft not hope to avoid 
the efie£ts of the Scythian valour, unlefs they could 
either fly like birds, plunge under water like frogs, or 
bury themfelves in the earth like mice : whether or no 
this was the real meaning of the prefent, the preparations 
^which he made againfl nim fufHcieritly fhew, that it was 
«d«figned to fignify an open defiance to the Perfian army, 

^ Lib. iv. cap. 76, iao, 117. ^ Lib. ii. cap. 5* 

B b 3 Accord- 



374 ^^ Hijlory of the Scythians. 

Accordingly the king of Scythia fummoncd all the 
princes of the other tribes to come to his afliftance again fl 
the common enemy and invader of their country. They 
included the kings of the Gelonians, Budians, and Sarma- 
fians J the Agathyrfians Neurians, Androphages, Melanch*- 
laenians, and Taurian^^ Thefe being aflembledin council* 
^nd having debated the ocgafion of the war, were divided 
in their opinions \ the three firil only eftee^ne^ it a com- 
mon caufe, and refolved to joIi> Indathyrft|s. As for the 
.other five, they fent him word, that as he had bc^n the 
firft and only aggreffor, by invading the Perfian t^rritO]rie§ 
without their participation, fo they did npt think theni- 
fclves at all concerned in the retaliation which Parius was 
. preparing to ipake. That they would therefore fit quiet 
at home, till fome hoftilities bad convinced them that the 
JPerfians defigns were equally levelled at them, in which 
pafe they would foon convince them that it was not their 
defign to fit i41e, and f\^#er tl^eir pwn territories tp b^ 
invaded, 

Indathyrfus was fo exafperated at this unexpefled mef- 
fage, that he refolved to be revenged on the other five 
treacherous nations, by drawing, if poflible, the enemy 
into their country. To this end he refolved to fight no 
battle in the open fjeld, but gradually to withdraw his 
army frpm the frontiers, to fill up all the wells and fprings^ 
and to deftroy all the grafs and provifion as they proceeded. 
He divided his army into two columns ; one, under the 
command of Taxacis, . was to aft in conjunftion with the 
Geloni^ns and Budaeans ; the other was commanded by 
the king himfelf ; whilft the Sarmatians were ordered to 
advance tp the territqries of king Scopafis, that in cafe the 
Perfians fhould penetrate .that way, they might retire by 
t:hc lake Mseotis to the river Tanais ; and, upon theip re- 
tiring, harafs them as much as they could. Taxacis 
was. ordered to keep ftill a day's march before the Perfians, 
and to tire them with frequent fltirmiflies, in order to 
draw ttiem into the territories of fome of thofe five nations 
»fho had refufed to jpin them ; and if that expedient did 
not f^ifceed, fhjey were left at liberty either to return into 
fheir pvy^n country, or attempt any other means their dif- 
pretbh fhould fpggeft. 

This^ difppiGtipn being made, they fent away their wives 
and children towards the northern parts, together with all 
jhe baggage and ca|tle they cpuld fparc ; then Indathyrfus 
commanded the beft of his horfe to. march towards the 
eijemy, whilft the relt followed them by private ways. 
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This detachftient, finding the PerGai;i army advanced about 
three days march from the Iftek, deilroyed all the produft 
of the ground, and then retreated. The Perfians purfued 
them as fail as they retired ftill farther back, till they had 
drawn them through Sarmatia into the territories of the 
6udsea^s> where they burnt and laid wafte all that came 
in their way. They continued their purfuit till they ar- 
rived at a great defert of about feven days march ; and 
here Darius not thinking it proper to proceed farther, be- 
gan to build fome fpacious cities at equal diftances from 
each other. Thefe, however, he left ^infinifhed, to go in 
purfuit of the flying Scythians, who by degrees drew him 
through the territories of the Melanchlaenians, Andro- 
phagcs, and Neurians, who had left them to the mercy of 
fo powerful an enemy, and laid all wafte as they retreat- 
ed, that the.Perfian army might find nothing for their 
fubfiftencc^. The remainder of this expedition we have 
already given in a former feftion : the refult of which was, 
•that the Perfian monarch was forced to retire with the lofs 
pi jthe greateft part of his numerous army (R), and, glad 
to efqape with his own life, though at the expence of his 
glory. How much dearer ftill this invafion would have 
coft the P^rfians, had the lonians, whom Darius had left 
to guard the bridge which he laid over the Ifter, kept their 
promife to the Scytl^fians, and left them to deftroy it, may 
be eafily gueiTed ; but, they 'only deceived them with a 
promife ^hat they would demolifti it, and made a fhew as 
if they were going about the work in good earneft, by 
taking off fo much of it on the Scythian fide as an arrow 
might reach, (6 prevent the Scythians from pai&ng and de- 

■f- HerOjdot. ubi fupr. 

(R) If Herodotys's account loud outcries, and purfued it 

•of this tranfatStion may .be ere- with great eagernefs. One 

dited, Darius was not io much would expe6t, that the Perfians 

jepulfed by the arms of the would have taken the opportu- 

. Scythians^ as affronted at an jiity of falling upon them, 

unaccountable inilance of con* whilft they were in this confu- 

tempt which they occafionally fion ; but, it f^ems, Darius 

fliewed to him, juft as the two judged quite otbcrwife of an 

armies were going to engage : enemy that (he\yed fo little rc- 

he tells us they were 'both gard for his gallant "army, as 

drawn up in order of battle, to turn their backs to' it to run 

when a hare accidentally flart- after a hare ; fo that he thought 

kig in the interval between ft high time to take Gobrias'-s 

them, the Scythians imraedi^ advice, and to fecure hit re- 

auiy quitted their ranks with treat as foon as he could. 

Bb 4 moliftiing 
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moliiMng it, which, however, they foon rejoined again, when 
the flying Perfians appeared ; by which means Darius once 
more efcaped the-f ury of the purfuing Scythians, who fail^ 
ed not ever after to load the lonians with the word of 
epithets for their treachery. As foon as they found that 
Darius was gone beyond their reach, they refolved to be 
avenged of him fome other way, and to make themfelves 
amends for the ravages they had been forced to make in 
their own country. Thrace, fo lately conquered by the 
FerGan king, became the unhappy vidim of their fury; 
they laid it all wafte as far as the Hellefpont, and repair- 
ing the Ifter, returned into Scythia loaden with immenle 
fpoils. 
Saullns. Saulius. This was he who flew AnacharfiS|'9 prince of 

the blood, for having ventured to introduce the no&umal 
rites of the mother of the gods into Scythia,' which he had 
feen performed among the Grecians. Though Anachards 
had chofen a private place covered with a great wood, to 
perform this new worfliip in, yet he was difcovered in the 
midft of it by a Scythian, who went immediately to ac- 
quaint the i:ing with his difcovery. Saulius ha(len«d to 
the place, and found him playing on a timbrel before the 
images he had hung upon the trees, and (hot him dead 
upon the fpot. 
Aripithfs. Aripithes had a numerous iflfue, but particularly one fon 
naped Scythes, not by a Scythian, but by an Iftrian wo- 
man, who had caufed him to be educated in all the Grecian 
cuftoms and learning. Aripithes being afterwards killed 
by the treachery of the king of the Agathyrfians, this 
fon found means to poflTefs himfelf of his father's king- 
dom. 
Scythes, Scythes, though now king of Scythia, and married to 

one of his father's wives, who was alfo a IScythian, yet 

Preferred the Grecian cudoms, in which he had been 
rought up by his mother, to thofe of his own country- 
To indulge himfelf in them, and avoid giving offence to 
his fubjeSs, he bethought himfelf of the following ftrata-* 
gem : he led his Scythians to the metropolis of the BoryC- 
thenians, which is reported to have been a colony of the 
Milefians, and leaving his army before the place, entered 
it alone ; then cauHng the gates to be fhut, and centinels 
to be placed at each of them, he put off his Scythian drefs, 
cloathed himfelf after the Grecian manner, and walked 
about the city without guards or attendance. Thus he 
continued a whole month, conforming to the Grecian 
wor&lpi cufloms^ and drefs \ .but afterwards refumed his 

Scythiaa 
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Scythian habk, and departed. Not content with often 
repeating the fame practice, he built a palace in that city, 
and married a native of it. He was going to be initiated 
in the rites of Bacchus, and had prepared all things for 
the ceremony, when the outward court of his fumptuous 
palace, which he had adorned ^with marble-ftatutes repre- 
lenting fphynxes, and griffins, was demolifhed by thunder. 
This accident did not, however, deter him from accom- 
plifhing his initiation ; but, whilft he was in the midft of 
it, a Boryfthenian went and advertifed the Scythians, in 
words to this efieA : ** You upbraid us with celebrating 
our Bacchanals, becaufe when pofleiTed with the god, we 
lofe, you fay, the ufe of our reafon ; come now, and, be- 
hold your king celebrating thofe rites with a divine fury, 
and be yourfelves cyc-witnefles how that god has taken 
poflTeffion of him.'* Some of the principal Scythians were 
immediately introduced into the city, and with grief and 
indignation beheld their prince from one of the towers, 
performing Bacchanalian rites with a numerous choir. 

At their return they acquainted the army with what 
they had feen, which fo enraged the Scythians, that as 
foon as he arrived among them, they revolted from oSama/a* 
him, and chofe his brother 0£^amafades in his room, deu 
Scythes being informed of the occafion of this revolt, fled 
into Thrace; and his brother purfued him with a nu- 
merous army as far as the banks of the Ifter, where he 
found Sitalces, king of Thrace^ advancing to meet him. 
But as both armies were preparing to fight, 0<^amafades 
received a meflage- ffom the Thracian king to this effeft : 
^* Why Ihould we try the fortune of war ? thou art my 
fitter's fon, and haft my brother with thee 5 deliver him 
up to me, and I wil} fend Scythes to thee, fo (hall we 
avoid the hazard of a defeat.'' Odamafades agreed to 
the propofal, and furrendered his uncle to Sitalces, who 
immediately decamped with his army, and the. new king 
of Scythia having received his brother, caufed his head to 
be immediately taken off**: 

Ariantes was that prince whO| being defirous to know Ariantes^ 
the number of his fighting men,^ ordered them all to ap- 
pear at a fet time, and to throw every one the tip of an 
arrow into a common heap, which amounted to fuch a 
bulk, that he caufed it to be caft into a large capacious 
bowl, as a monument of the tranfa£tion, and dedicated 
it to Exampaeus ". 

^ Herodot. lib* ii. cap. 7S— So. • Id. ibid* cap. 8r. 
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The laft king we (hall mention in this hiftofy (S), and 
under whom the Scythians are faid to have received a con- 
Atheas, fiderable overthrow ^, was Athcas» or as he is called ty 
others^ Matheas> and Machseas. This prince being en« 
gaged in a war with the Klrians, a people of Myfia, on 
the fouth banks bf the mouth of the river I(ter, fent to 
Philip king of Macedon to defire his af&ftance \ an4 pro- 
mifed, in cafe of his compliance, to make him his heir 
to the crown of Scythia. But the IKlrians having, at the 
news of this powerful fuccour, <lclivered him of his fears 
by their fudden departure, he fent another meflage to 
. Philip, in which he told him flatly, that he had neither 
fent for his afliftance, nor promifed him his crown; that 
the Scythians neither wanted the help of the Macedonians, 
nor did their king want an heir, whilfl he had a fon alive. 
Philip, who was then befieging Byzantium^ fent to defire 
him at lead to remit him fome money to defray part of 
the expenccs of the fiege, as he had paid no.thing either 
towards the fubfiftence, or reward to the auxiliaries which 
be had fent at his requeft, 

Atheas had no way to elude fo reafonablc a demand, 
but by excufing himfelf upon the inclemency of their cli- 
mate, and barrcnnefs of their foil, which he faid was fo 
far from contributing to their opulence, that it fcarcely 
afibrded them fufficient fuftenance. Philip* provoked at 
feeing himfelf thus baffled, refolved to retaliate. Whilft 
he was raifing the fiege, in order to enter into a war with 
. them, he fent the Scythians word, that he had vowed to 
cre£t a ftatue to Hercules at the mouth of the Iftcr, which 
he defired liberty 10 come and fet up there, as he was a 
known friend to the Scythians. Atheas, who fufpeftcd 
his deCgn, anfwered, that if he had a mind to perform 
his vow, he need but fend the ftatue, and he would take 
upon himfelf the care to fet it up, and preferve it in fafe- 
ty : but that he would by no means fufFer him to bring his 
army into his territories: he added, that if heperfifted in 
his refolution of coming in perfon to ereft the ftatue, they 
would foon melt and caft it intp arrows, to be ufed againft 
the Macedonians. Philip paid np regard tp theib me- 

f Juftin, lib. ix. cap. z« 

(S) We have omitted fe- dicuiotis to defcrve a place in 

vcralof their kings, concerning this work, or at beft fo vague 

~ whom we either meet with no- and uncertain^ efpecially in 

thing except their names, or point of time, that it is impof- 

ibmething too fabulous and ri« iiblc to fix it to any epocba. 

nace8 ; 
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naces ; and both monarchs being highly exafpcrated againft 
each other, a bloody battle enfued, in which our author 
tells us, the Scythians, though fuperior in (trength and 
courage, were overcome by the fagacity of the Macedo- 
nian king ; twenty thbufand women and children were 
carried off prifoners, befidesa vaft quantity of cattle, and 
twenty thoufand of their fineft mares, which they fent 
into Macedonia to improve the breed. As for gold and 
filver, they found none, and this, our author obferves, was 
the firft proof which the Scythians gave of their poverty 
in that refpeft. 

However, this overthrow is not fo univerfally allowed 
among ancient authors, as the war is, neither doth it con- 
fift well with what our author has declared in another 
place : where he introduces Mithridates haranguing his 
army, part of which confifted of Scythians, and compli- 
menting tfieir known valour with the overthrow of the 
two kings, Darius and Philip, who having but dared to 
invade their territories, had been put to a fhameful flight ^. 
But be that as it will, it is plain their overthrow was not 
fo confiderable as to hinder them from fignalizing them- 
felves upon many occafions againft the Macedonians, Ro- 
mans, and feveral other nations, in the fequeJ. 
- Lambinus is fuppofed, upon what account doth not 
clearly appear, to have been the laft king of Scythia **. 
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CHAP. XV. 

The Hiftory of the Myfians, 

* 

%'he DefcHiptlon of the Country y the Manners^ Cujlonts, 
Rel'fglon^ &c. of the Inhabitants. 

THIS fmall country is thought to have borrowed its Nam* 
name from thp Lydian w^prd myfos, fignifying a 
^//f/?-/r^/, becaufe it remarkably. abounded with fuch. It 
was divided into the Greater andLefferMyfia. Myfia Minor 
lay on the Propontis, and from thence extended to Mount 
Plympus, bounded by Bithynia and the Propontis on the 

t Juftin. lib. xxxviii, cap. 7, k Vid. Heyl. lib. iii. p. 17*. 

north 
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iKinb atui wefty by Pbiygia Minor on tbe foutb« .and by 
Pbiygf a Major on the cad. Myfia Major was bounded on 
tbc north by Phrygia Minora on the fouth by JEoIia, on 
tbe eafl: by Fhrygia Major, and on the weft by the ^gean 
fea. What Strabo calls Myfia Minor, Ptolemy denomin- 
ates Myfia M^r ; the former is alfo named Olynrpena 
from Mount 01ympns» and HeUefpondaca, becaufe fome 
towns anciently belonging to it were feated on the Hei- 
kfpont. That part of Myfia, which lay between Ancyra 
ef Phrygia and the river Khindacus, is called by Stfabo, 
Abrettana, and tbe remaining part Morena. The former 
denomination is often given to all Myfia. 
^ In that part of Myfia Minor, which lay on the Propoi^- 
tis^ were Uie following cities; Cyzicus or Cyzicum, feat- 
ed in an ifland of the Propontis, bearing the fame name, 
bot joined to tbe continent with two bridges by Alexander 
tbe Great* It borrowed its name from Cyzicus, king of 
that ilEand and the adjacent continent, who is faid to have 
been killed through miftake by Jafon, the Argonaut. This 
city, when firft known to the Romans, was one of the 
jgreaCeft and ricbeft of all Afia, and hence was ftyled by 
TkNTOs, the Rome of Afia, and celebrated by him and all 
the other Latin writers for its walls, bulwarks, haven, 
marble towers, &c. ^ Among its magnificexit buildings, 
the chief temple if particularly celebrated by the ancients > 
tbe whole ftrtt£lure was of polifhed marble, and the joinings 
covered with lines of gold ; the pillars were four cubits 
tfaicky and fifty high, each of one piece. The ftatue of 
Jupiter, which ftood in the temple, was of ivory, and 
moft' exquifite workmanihip ^^ In after ages this city made 
a glorious ftand againil Mithridates, who loft under its 
wails no fewer than three hundred thoufand men, and 
after all could not reduce it. H6weyer, the ancient in- 
habitants of this city and ifiand were generally deemed a 
cowardly and efitminate race \ inCbmuch that^ man of a 
timorous difpofition was contemptuoufly called a Cyzican '• 
Tully "* reprefcnts them as a quiet and inofFenfive people, 
unaccuftomed to ambitious machinations againft the neigh- 
bouring nations, and willing to facrifice every thing to the 
enjoyment of the fweets of peace. The current coin of this 
illand>called ftater>weighingeighteen drachms^wasengraved 
^ith fuch nicety, exadnefs, and ikill, that they were looked . 

f FTortM. Trb. iii. cap. $• ^ Xiphilinus in Dione. Plin. lib. 

. ,xxxvi cap. i5« I Hefychius. Eraf. Chiliad« nAd. iii. 

in Ver. 
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tipon in thofc days as a miracle of art (T)* Tic inbaU-k 
tants pretended to a very great antiquity, and believed diat 
their ^\tj had been given by Jupiter to Proferpine for hef 
dowry, on which account they worfhipped her as dieir 
chief deity. As for the beauty, magnitude, richiiei% s^ 
iaws of this city, we refer the reader to Appian \ It ^pM 
ruined by an earthquake, and the fallen marbies and ptU 
lars were conveyed to Conftantinople, to embelltlh that 
city. Under the Romans it wa« the metropolis of the 
confular Hellefpont ; but is at prefent little better than a 
Tillage, known under the names of Chizico, Spiga, and 
Palormi. 

Parium, fo called from Parus, the fon of Jafon*/ Some 
think that Archilochus, the famous wrkcr of iambics, wa« 
a native of this place. In this city was a naked Cupid, 
much celebrated by the ancients, and deemed no ways ia-- 
ferior to the famous Venus of Cnidos, In it« neighbtyur- 
hood lived the Ophiogenes mentioned by Pliny*, who arc 
faid to have had the gift of curing the bites of ferpests 
with their touch. Not far from hence ftood a ftately > 
temple of Apollo Aftacus and Diana, which being dcmo- 
lifhed, the ruins were employed to build an altar at Pa- 
rium, which was looked upon as one of the miracles of 
Afia. The ancient Parians were a colony of Milefiant> 
and the more modern inhabitants came from the Romans^ 
who in all this province had but two colonies, namely, 
Parium, and Troas. Homer makes Parium and Adrafiia 
one and the fame city ; but Strabo diftinguifhes them. 
Parium is now reduced to a village, but retains its ancient 
name. 

Lampfacus, or Lampfacum, was feated at the entrance 
of the Propontis, over againft Callipolis, in the ThracraA 
Cherfonefe. It was built, according to fome, by the Pho- 
cenfes, according to others by Priapus, who was a native 

" Appian. in Mithridatico. ^ Lib. viii. cap. 2* 

(T) This gave birth to the gods, and a lion <mi the other, 

Greek proverb Kv^ixsivoi T^rv^iiy ' which has made ibme imagine * 

an expreifion ufed in commend- the above mentioned proverb 

ing any eminent, performance to be a taunt on thofe, who 

in the art of engraving ; as if boaft of their prowcfs, and af- 

the Cyzican ftateres were the fedt to appear like lions, 

utmou effort of that art. This though they be in reality as 

coin reprefented on one fide timid and fearfbl as women (i)» 
Cybcle the great mother of the 

(i) Erafm^ Chiliad. 

of 
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of this place» and the mod infamous of all the heatheil 
deities* This city is faid to have borrowed its name from 
a young woman named Lampfaces. It had a capacious 
and fafe harbour, and a noble temple confecrated to Cy- 
bele. ^ It was in ancient times famous for its wine, and 
on that cpnfideration given by Artaxerxes to Tbemiftocles^ 
in his exile. Alexander the Great conceived fuch an 
averGon to this city for the lewdnefs and vices di the in- 
habitants, that he refolved to lay it in afhes^ 2 defign 
which the inhabitants having timely notice of^ difpatched 
deputies to intercede for mercy, and avert, if poffible, their 
impending doom. They no fooner appeared before Alex-^ 
ander, than the incenfed monarch, to redeem himfelf 
from their importunity, folemnly vowed that he would 
deny their requeft. Whereupon Anaximenes, who was 
at the head of that embaiTy, addreiTed the king thus : 
*' Moft juft and. powerful monarch, the inhabitants of 
Lampfacus, having been fo unhappy as to incur your royal 
difpleafure, and defiring to atone for the enormous crimes 
that could provoke the wrath of fo merciful a prince, have 
fent us to beg that you would utterly deftroy their unfor- 
tunate city, a punilhment richly defcrved by thofe who 
could provoke your difpleafure." This unexpedted re- 
queft, and the vow which Alexander had made to reje£l: 
their petition, occafioned its being preferved from de- 
ftruftion. Priapus was worfliipped here in a particular 
manner, and his temple was a perfe£l; iink of lewdnefs, a 
very fchool of the moft unnatural luft. Tully p repre- 
fents the inhabitants of Lampfacus as a quiet and indo- 
lent people, more iSt to relifli the eafe of peace, than to 
fuftain the toils of war. This city is ftill in a tolerable 
good condition, fituated in a pleafant plain, furrounde4 
with vineyards, that produce excellent wine. The Greeks 
call it Lampfaco, and the Turks, Lcpfeck. 

We will not pretend to mark out the exa£t bounds of 
the midland Myfia, which, according to Strabo, lay be- 
tween the river Rhyndacus and Mount Ida. Here Ste- 
phanus places- the city of Apollonia on the banks of 
the Rhyndacus, which rifes from a lake, bearing the 
name of the city. This lake, called now the Lake of 
Abouillon, is twenty-five miles in compafs, and eight 
,miles wide, inter iperfed with feveral iflands, whereof 
the largeft, which is three miles in circuit, is called Abou- 
iJlona. As the village^ fituate in this ifland, bears the 

f A61. ill in Verr, 

fame 
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fame name, fomc modem travellers^ take it t6 be the 
ancient Apolloriia, which was once a city of great note, 
and maintained its luftre till the reign of the emperor 
Alexis Comnenus, when it was taken and pillaged by the 
Turks, as we are told by his daughter Comnena. .Apollo 
was undoubtedly the chief deity of that city ; for befides 
that it bore his name, he is feprefentcd on the reverfe of 
feveral medals of this city '. 

The cbifef rivers of the Myfia Minor are the Rhyndacus ^iwr/, 
and the Granicus. The Rhyndacus, called by Pliny, Ly- 
cus, and by the moderns Lartacho, has its fource in the 
lake of ApoUonia or Artynia, as Pliny names it, and falls 
into the Propontis near Cyzicus.- This river is memor- 
able in the Roman hiftory for the overthrow of Mithri- 
datcs, who defigning to furprife Lucullus, was himfelf 
furprifed by that great commander, and his army cut to 
pieces on the banks of this river. The Granicus rifes on 
Mount Ida, and difcharges itfelf into the Propontis be- 
tween Parium and Cyzicus. This river Alexander crofled 
at the head of thirty thoufand Macedoniains, in face of the 
Perfian army, which was fix hundred thoufand ftrong. 
Travellers obferve that its banks are very high and fteep on 
the weft fide, fo that the forces of Darius had a confider- 
able advantage. This river, at prefent, is called the Sou- 
foughirli, the name of a village w^hich it waters. * 

In this part of Myfia ftands Mount Olympus, called by 
the ancients Olympus Myfiorum, to diftinguifli it from 
feveral other mountains of the fame name. It is one of 
the' higheft in Afia, and great part of the year covered, 
with fnow* 

Tlie city of greateft note in Myfia Major, was Pergamus, 
feated in a fpacious plain on the banks of the Caicus. It 
was the royal feat of the Attalic kings and of Eumenes, and 
enriched with a library containing two hundred thoufand 
choice volumes, for the tranfcribing of which, parchment 
was here firft invented, and thence called by th6 Latins 
Charta Pergamena: Ptolemy, king of Egypt, gave oc- 
cafion to this ufeful contrivance by prohibiting the ex- 
portation of the Egyptian papyrus, in order to defeat the 
defign of Cumenes king of Pcrgamas, which was to caufe 
all the valuable books, then extant, to be carefully tran- 
fcribed, and to make a colledion that might vie with Pto- 
lemy's famous library at Alexandria. Iii Pergamus were 
likewife invented thofe coftly hangings which we call 

% Tournefort, Voyag, au Levant. ' Tourncfort, ubl fupra. 
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384 



TBe Hifiory of the Mi/iaHS. 



tapeilry, and the Romans named aulaea, from aula> (1^- 
nifying a hall^ becaufe the hall of Attains, who invented 
them, was the firil room adorned with this furniture. 
Galen, the famous phyfician» was born in this city ; and 
here ^fculapius is faid to hare pradifed pjby£c. We 
mufl not forget that Pergamus was one of the feven 
churches mentioned in the Revelations. It is now an in« 
confiderable place, thinly inhabited. There are (till to be 
ieen in the neighbouring fields, the ruins of the palace 
of the Attalic kings, of an acquedud, and a theatre. 
^ On the coaft of the greater MyGa were feated the cities 
Antandrus, Scepfis, AfiuSy Adramyttium, andPitane. 

S$ilani The foil of this country is one of the iinefl: and ricbeft 

CUmate. of Afia, and as fuch celebrated by the ancients ^ It 
abounded in corn and wine, and was well (locked with 
cattle, and had a great many large plains for pafture. It 
was plentifully watered with fmall rivers running down 
from Mount Ida and Olympus. In fliort, the Myfians, as 
Philoftratus informs us, with ^ refpe£); to their country, 
were the happieft of all the Afiatics* 

ihigin* As to the origin of the Myfiansy Herodotus^ informs 

us, that they were Lydians by defcent. According to his 
account. Manes, the fir (I king of Lydia, was father of 
Cotys, and Cotys of Atys, who had three fons, Lydus, 
Myfus^and Cares. From Lydus the Lydians, formerly 
called Mxones, from* M^eon the father of Cybele, bor- 
rowed their name. Myfus and Cares planted Lydian co- 
lonies in the neighbouring countries, which from tbem 
were named Myfia and Caria. Others derive them from 
the Phrygians, and tell us, that Myfus was not a Lydian 
but a Phrvgian. Strabo derives the Afiatic Myfians from 
thofe of Europe, inhabiting that UslA which lies between 
Mount Hermus and the Danube, and is now known under 
the names of Bofnia, Servia, and Bulgaria. There are 
divers other opinions touching the origin of this people, 
which it would be of no ufe to relate, ks they are moftly 
founded on diftorted and far-fetched etymologies. 

CAaraffen As to the character of the ancient Myfians, it muft be 
confidered at different times, for they feem to have been 
once a warlike people. Herodotus ^ and Pliny «" fpeak of a 
very powerful army of Myfians and Trojans, which, before 
the Trojan war, pai&ng over the Bofphorus into Europe, 
fubtlued ail Thrace, and, advancing to the Ionian Sea, 
penetrated as far as the river Peneus. But, in after-ages, 

« Virg, Geogr. lib. i.'ver. 103. t Lib. i. cap. ^4. & lib. ir* 

cap* 45* « I Jb, vii. cap^2o« >^ Lib. vii« cap. 0. 
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^e Hiftory of the l^yftans. ^is 

they degenerated from the valour of their anceftors, fo as 
lo be looked upon as the mod contemptible and Infigni-' 
ficant nation on earth \ infomuch, that the Greeks' had 
no expreffion to fignify more emphatically a peribn of no 
worth or merit, than to call him ** the laft of the My- 
fians.'' They were prone to tears, and on that account 
employed by the Greeks ^ to attend their funerals, and' 
lament over the deceafed. Their language was, in afl 
likelihood, the fame as the Phrygian and Tro}an, with 
ibme variation of dialed):. As to their manners, cuftoms, 
xrts, snd fciences, we are quite in the dark. Their trade 
we can only guefs at from their fituation and wealth ; fot 
Philoftratus informs us, that in ancient times they were 
die moft wealthy nation of all Afia. 

Their religion was much the fame with that of the Religion^ 
neighbouring Phrygians, of whom they did not fall fliort 
m niperftition. They worfbipped the fame deities, and 
ii£ed the fame religious ceremonies, whence fome believe 
them to have been originally Phrygians. Cybele had a 
ftately and rich temple at Cyzicus ; and there was ond 
dedicated to Apollo Adiaeus near Parium. Nemefis alfo 
is nmnbercd among their deities, and was worshipped in 
a magnificent temple, built by king Adraftns, not fa^ 
from the city of Parium, whence both the to^ntrj and 
the goddefs were named Adraftia. Priapus was worfhipped 
by the more modern Myfians \ but unknown to them even 
in Hefiod's tiqie. The Myfian priefts abftoilned from flefh, 
and were not allowed to marry. It was a ceremor^y prac- 
tifcd among them to facrifice a horfe, and eat his entrails 
before they were aidmitted to the priefthood. 

Concerning their government, thus much appears, that Their hi/- 
it was not always monarchical. We find no mention tory, ^ 
made of their kings till the Argonautic expedition ; bttt 
authors arc of opinion that they had kings long before 
that time. Diodorus*" tells us, that they lived in fubjec- 
tion to^Ninus, by whom they had been conquered, and to 
the Aflyrian kings his fuccefTors. After tie deftruftion 
of Troy, and difperfion of the Trojans, the Myfians pof- 
Cefled themfelves of great part of that country, which they 
held till they were conquered by Croefus king of Lydia. 

The firft king of Myfia we find mentioned is Olympus, Oljmpns* 
faid to have married Nipaea,* the daughter of Jafius or 
Jafion> brother to Dardanus king of Troy ?. 

« Stra^Of lib. xiS. Cic. pro Flacco. r ^fcyl. in Perfis. Erafm. 
Chiliad. ' Lib. ii« ^ap. %, ^ Scholiaft, Apoll. p. 1 55; 
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TiMikras. Teuthras appears next ; it is uncertain whom he fttc*'' 
ceeded ; he is faid to have reigned over the Myfians, Ci-' 
licians, and Ceteans^. He married Auge, daughter to 
AleGs the king of Arcadia's fon^« As he had no iffue 
male, he gave his daughter Agriope, whom he had by 
his firft wife, in marriage to Telephus his fecond wife's 
fen by Hercules ^> He built a city, calling it Teuthrania^ 
which name became more common to the country where 
the new city flood, and, in procefs of time, to all Myfia^ 
He had another daughter, named Tecmefla, who, in 
the divifion of the booty, which the Greeks had got in 
plundering MyGa, fell to Ajax the fon of Telamon. 
TtUphus. Teuthras was fucceeded by Telephus, a natural fon of 
Hercules by Auge. Telephus being expofed by his grand- 
father's order on Mount Parthenius, was there nurfed by a 
]fiind till he was found by the ihepberds of one Corythus^ 
who brought him up as his own chUd. Being de{irou&, when 
he was grown up, to find out his mother, he was diseded 
by an oracle to fteer his courfe towards Myfia^ where he 
was received with incredible joy, not by his mother only, 
but alfo by king Teuthras her hufband, who beftowed his 
daughter on him, and appointed him his heir. In the 
Trojan war he firft Tided with king Priam, and was dan.* 
geroufly wounded by Achilles^; but was afterwards pye-* 
vailed upon by the Greeks to ftafkd neuter ^ Paiifanias 
and Ariftides tell us, that he planted a colony of Area* 
dians in the neighbourhood of Pergamus. Jornandes' 
makes him king of the Goths, thus confounding the Eu- 
ropean with the Afiatic Myfians ; for thofe of Europct 
whom Pliny calls Maefians, are thought to be defcended 
from the Myfians of Afia. Telephua had two fons, Eury- 
pylus and Latinus. Eurypyl^is^ according to fome ^, was 
killed in the Trojan war ; according to others, fucceeded 
tiis father, or reigned over the Citicians '» Latinus is faid 
to have led a colony of Ceteans into Italy ^. 
Aritu, Eurypylu5 left one fon, by name Arius, who fucceeded 

his father or grandfather, and was flain in fiqgle combat 
by Amphralus, the fon of Neoptolemus, who pofiefTed 
himfelf of the kingdom of Myfia '. We read of no other 
kings of Myfia till many ages after, when the Attalic fa- 
mily reign^ at PergamuS} which we- (kiXl fpeak of in its 
proper plaee. 

i> St^b. lib. xiir. c Diodor. lib. iv. csfv 3. ^ Strab. lib. ziii. 
e Pindar, in Olymp. r Diodor. lib. iv. Strab, lib. xiii. AppoL- 
lodor. Stephan, &e. 8 De rebus Getticis» ^ CaUber. 

lib. vi. vii. viii. Hyginus fab. 11^. ^ Strab.. lib. xiii* . kClo« 
rentts. p- xis* ^ Paufanisis in Atticis. 

C H A P^ 



4 ' 

■ The Hiflory of the LyJlaHs. ^tj 

C H A P. XVL 

TAe Hijiory of the Lydians. 

S E C t. 1. 

^e t)efcripiion of Lyd'ta. 

VtrHENCE tKis country derived the name of Lydia is j*^^ 
^^ not determined. Some^ led by the affinity of words, * 

loring It from Lud, Shem's fourth fon, whom they pretend 
to have fettled here. But this opinion we (hall examine, 
when wc come to enquire into the origin of the Lydiansi 
AUthe ancient writers tell us, that Lydia wasfirft called 
Maeonia, or Meonia, from Meon, king of Phrygia and Ly- 
dia ; and that it was known under no other denomina* 
tion till the reign of Atys, when it began to be called Ly* 
dia, from his fon Lydus, Bochart ", finding in his learned 
colledion of Phoenician words the verb lliz, fignifying id 
wind, and obfervirig that the country we are fpeaking of 
is watered by the Mseander, fo famous for its windings^ 
concludes, that it was thence named Lydia, or Ludia* 

As to Meon and Lydus, he denies there ever were any 
fuch perfons. To fupport this opinion, he endeavours to 
prove that the Phoenicians, and after theih Mofes, who, 
m the defcriptioii of countries made ufe of their terms, 
gave the name of Lud not only to Lydia on the banks of 
the Mseander, but likewife to Ethiopia, where the Nile, 
as Herodotus obferves", has as many turnings and wind- 
ings as the Maeander itfelf. Now as thefe two countries, 
lying on the two moft winding rivers then known, were 
named Lud, which word fignifics to bend or windy *^ who 
can doubt,'* fays he, " but they had their common deno- 
mination from the rivers Which watered them ?" As to the 
ancient name of Maeonia, he takes it to be a Greek traiif- 
lation of the Phoeiliciail word lud, wherein he agrees, in 
fome meafure, with Stephanus, who derives the name ot • 
Maeonia from Maeon, the ancient name of the Moeandcn 
Some take the word maeonia to be a tranflation of a He- 
brew word fignifying metal^ becaufe that country, fay 
they, was in former times enHched above any other wita 
jpoines. 

■> Pbaleg. Ub, ii, cap# xs. • « lib* ih cap. 19. ^ 
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Though Lydia and Maconia are by moft authors incft^ 
fercntly ufcd for one and the fame 'country, yet they arc 
fometimes dillinguiOied ; that part, where Mount Tmolos 
ftood, watered by the Paftolus, being properly called 
. Maeonia, and the other, lying on the coaft,. Lydia. This 
diftin£tion is ufed by Homer, Callimachus, Dionyfius, and 
other ancient writers. In after-ages, when the lonianSy 
who had planted a colony on the coaft of the Egean Sea, 
began to make fome figure, that part was called Ionia, and 
the name -of Lydia given to the ancient Maeonia. 

Cngraffy, Lydia, according to Pliny % Ptolemy, and other ancient 
geographers, was bounded by the Myfia Major on the 
north, by Caria on the fouth, by Phrygia Major on the 
call, and Ionia on the weft, lying between the 37th and 
39 degrees of north latitude. What the ancients ftylc 
the kingdom of Lydia was not confined within thefe nar- 
row boundaries, but extended from the river Halys to the 
Egean Sea. Pliny's defcription includes- .£olja, lying 
between the Hermus and the Caicus ; but that tra£% we 
ihall confider apart. 

Sardif, The chief cities of Lydia were Sardis, the metropolis of 

that kingdom, and the feat *of king Croefus. This city 
ftood on the banks of the Padolus, at the foot of Mount 
Tmolus. The Perfians thought Sardi« of fuch confequcnce 
after it fell into their hands, that Xerxes, hearing it wa^ 
taken by the Greeks, commanded one of his attendants to 
cry aloud every day while he was at dinner^ ** the Greeks 
have taken Sardis ;" a praftice which was continued till 
he recovered the city. It was utterly ruined by an. earth- 
quake, and rebuilt by Tiberius. There are ftill to be fee» 
the ruins of a large palace, and two magnificent churches, 
with a great many pillars and cornices of marble. Not 
far from Sardis ftands a village of the fame name, 
which fome take to be that Sardis mentioned in the Reve- 
lation as one of the feven churches. Near this city was to 
be feen, in Herodotus's time p, the fepulchre of Alyattes, 
the father of Croefus, whereof the foundation was of ftone, 
but the whole fuperftrufture of earth, being fix furlongs, 
t>Vo hundred feet in circumference, and a thoufand three 
hundred feet in breadth. 

FhUadih Philadelphia, formerly the fecond. city of Lydi^, and 

phia* fo called from Attalus Philadelphus, brother to Eumenes^ 

ftood in a fpacioas and fruitful plain on the riorth fide of 
Mount Tmolus. In this city were anciently celebrated the 



lib. V. cap. 29, 



p Heiodot. lib. i« capk 93* 
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com man leafts of all Afia, as appears from an xnfcription 
quoted by Spon ^. It was one of the feven churches, and 
continued, to make a good figure under the Greek em- 
perors. It was the laft in Afia Minor that fubmitted to 
the Turks, attd that upon very honourable terms, after fix - 
years fi^e. Among the Greeks it retains its ancient 
name; but is known to theTurksbythe name Allachfheyer. 
Patt of the antient walls is ftill remaining, with the 
ruins of an amphitheatre, and fome fepulchres ; whence 
the bodies, according to an ani:ient tradition among the 
inhabitants, were tranfportcd by the Chriftians into Europe- 

Thyatira, a colony of the Macedonians, ats Strabo in- Thyatira. 
forms U8^, was fitUated in a pleafant plain, not far from 
the river Hermus. This city was another of the feven 
churcheS) and its prefent ruins teftify its former grandeur. 
The Greeks call it Thyra, and the Turks Akhifar. It is 
a place of fome trade for corn and cotton, inhabited by 
about five thoufand Turks. 

Magnefiaj by the Turks called Guzethifar, feated on the Magnefia^ 
Mjeander, was formerly a city of great note, as the ruins 
of many (lately buildings demonftrate. Here Thcmiftocles 
died, this being one of the three towns that Xerxes al- 
lotted to him for his fubfiilcnee, during his exile. It is 
ftill a large, handfome, and well-built' city. Another 
city of the Came name flood at the foot of Mount Sypilus 
on a rifing ground, whence it commanded a very large 
and beautiful plain, famous in hiftory for many battles 
fought there, but efpecially for that between Antiochus 
and the Romans, under the command of Scipio, which 
decided the fate of Afia. This city 'was for fome time the 
(eat of the Ottoman empire, and is ftill the capital of 
Carafia. 

Sypilus is the only mountain in Lydia of any note'. Mount Sj^ 
The goddefs Sypilene took her name from this mountain ; pilus, 
or rather Cybele was called Sypilene, becaufe (he was 
worfliipped in a particular manner on Mount Sypilus. 
And hence on the reverfe of almoft all the ancient me- 
dals of Magnefia, this goddefs is reprefented fometimes 
i6h the frontifpiece of a temple with fouij pillars, and fome- 
times in a chariot. Plutarch informs us, that Mount Sy- 
pilus was likewife named the Thunder Mountain, becaufe 
it thundered more frequently there than in any other 
part of Afia ; and hence we find on the reverfe or feveral 
vefiels ftamped at Magnefia, Jupiter armed with thunder- 

<i Voyage dltalie, Sec, t Strabo« lib. xiii. p. 430. 

C c 3 bolts. 



19^ ^he Hjftory of the Lydians. 

Momnt bolts. Mount Tmolus, and in ancient times Tlmolus^ was 
Tmoiks. once very famous for its wine and faffron. 
Jti-^irt, The rivers of this country, that we (hall take nodce ofy 

are the Padlolus, which ruming from Mount Tmolus> wa-^ 
ters the city of Sardis, and then difch^rges itfelf into the 
Hermus, or Sarabat. It was called by the ancients Chry* 
forhoas, fropi the colour of its fands, which fhine like 
gold*. The Cayfter, celebrated by the poets for the 
fwans that frequented its banks, has its fource in Phrygia 
Major, bathes Lydia, an^ empties itfelf into the Egean 
Sea near Ephefus. It has almoft as many windings, if 
Spon is to be believed, as the Mseander itfelf. 
Crigin and Aa to the origin of the Lydians, Jofephus, and after 
0Mtifuftjf. Jjiin all the ecclefiaftic writers, derivq them from ]liud» 
Shem'$ fourth fon ; but this opinion has no other founda-^ 
tion than the fimilitude of names« Some of the ancients 
will have the Lydians to be a mixed colony of Phrygian$, 
Myfians, and Carians. Others^ finding f6me conformity 
in religion and religious ceremonies between the Egyptians 
^nd Tufcans, who were a Lydian colony, conclude them, 
without any farther evidence, to be originally Egyptians. 
All we know for certain is, that the Lydians were a very 
ancient nation, as is manifeil from their very fables ; for 
Attis, Tantalus, Pelops, Niobe, and Arachne, are all 
faid to have been the children of Lydus* And Zanthus 
in his Lydiaca, quoted by Stepbanus, informs u$, that 
the ancient city of Afcalon, one of the five fatrapies of 
the Fhilillines nientioned in the books of Jo(hua and the 
Judges, was built by one Afcalus a Lydian, whom Achi- 
amus king of Lydia had appointed to command a body of 
t^roops which he fent, we know not on what occadon, in* 
to Syria. The Heraclidae, or kings of Lydia defcended 
from Hercules, began to reign before the Trojan war, and 
had been preceded by a long feries of fovereigns, fprung 
from Atys, and hence ftyled Atyadae j a ftrong proof of 
^he antiquity of that kingdom. 
C9^im» The JLydians began very early to be ruled by kingSt 

mint. whofe government feems to have been truly defpotic, and 

the crown hereditary. We read of three diftinft races of 
kings reigning over Lydia, viz. the Atyadae, the Herac- 
lida&, and the Mermnadae. The Atyadse were fo called 
from Atys the fon of Cotys and grandfon of Mane9« 
Manes, the fon of Jupiter and Tellus, the firft king of Mae^ 
onia, had by Callirhoe, the daughter of Oceanus, one 

* Strabo, lib. o^iii. p. 430. 
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fonty name Cotys ; Cotys, by Halia the daughter of Tul- 
!us, had two, Afius and Atys; from A fi us, Lydia borrowed 
Ac name of Afia, which in procefs of time became com- 
mon to the whole continent. Atys married Callithea the 
daughter of Choraeus, and had by her Lydusand Tyrrhe- 
nus. Lydus fucceeded his father in the kingdom of Mse- 
onia, which in his reign began to be called jLydia. Tyr- 
rhenus led a colony into Italy, and fettled in Hetruria, 
now Tufcany. This is the account Dionyfius Halicar- 
nalfenfis gives us of the kings fprung of Atys, or the firft 
race 'of the Lydian kings. 

The Atyacjse were fucceeded by the Heraclid« or the 
defcendants of Hercules. For, Hercules being, by the 
dire£t30« of the oracle fold as a flave, to Omphale queen 
of Lydia to expiate the murder of Jphitus, /had, during 
his captivity, by one of her flaves a fon named Cleolaus, 
whofe grand fon Argon was the firft of the Heraclidae that 
afcendedtbe throne of Lydia. This race is faid to have 
reigned, from Argon the firft to Candaules the laft, five 
hundred and five years, the father fucceeding the fon fot 
twcjity-two generations ^ They began to reign about the 
time of the Trojan war. 

The third race called Mermnada, began to reign not 
long before the Medes fhook off the Affyrian yoke. The 
Mermnadae were alfo, properly fpeaking, Heraclida, be- 
ifig defcended from one Lemnos, or, as ApoUodorus calls 
him, Agelaus, the fon of Hercules by Omphale. The 
firft king of this race was Gyges, and Croefus the laft. 

As to their charadler, it muft be confidered at difFe- <rheir cfut^ 
rent times: under Croefus, and fome of his predeceflbrs, raSer, 
diey were undoubtedly a very warlike people 5 for, they 
reduced ali the neighbouring countries, and fpread far and 
wide the terror of their arms. But being afterwards fub- 
dued by the Perfians, and enjoined by Cyrus according to 
the advice given. him by Croefus, to wear long vefts and 
9pply themfelves to fuch arts only as had a natural ten-» 
dency to debauch their manners, and ennervate their cou- 
rage, they bt^came by, degrees a moft voluptuous and ef- 
feminate race, unfit for a£tion, and entirely given up to 
idlenefs, pleasures, and diverfions. 

The foil of this country, on account of the many rivers The fiil» 
that watered it, was exceeding fruitful ; it abounded in all 
forts of grain, and is celebrated fof its exquifite wines. 

t Herodot. lib. i. cap. 6. ct feq. 
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It xm enriched with feveral mines, wtkence Cr^efus U 

faid to have drawn his immenfe wealth* 
KtUghn* As to the religion of the Lydians, it feems to have been 

much the fame with that of the Phrygians. They wor- 
lliipped Diana, Jupiter^ and Cybele at Magnefia, under 
the name of Sypilene ; for, in the alliance concluded be- 
tween thofe of Smyrna and Magnefia on the Maeander^ in 
favour of king Seleucus Callinicius, both parties fwore, 
as appears from the Arundelian marbles, by the goddefr 
Sypilene. She borrowed this name from Mount Sypllus^ 
or perhaps from a town of the fame name, which, as 
Strabo informs us '', was ruined by an earthquake in the 
reign of Tantalus. In the fame city of Magnefia flood a 
temple of Diana Leucophryna, no ways inferior to the fo 
much celebrated temple of Diana Ephefiana. 
The man» The cuftoms of the Lydians were much the fame with 
f^^' ^^' ^^ofc ^f ^^^ Greeks, except that they ricd to proftxtute 
of\he Lj* ^^^^ daughters ; for the young women among them had 
diottu no other fortune but what they earned by proftitutipn; 

after they had by this praftice acquired a competent dowry, 
they were allowed to marry. They puniihed idlenefs as 
a crime, and inured their children from their infanq^ to 
hardfliips. Their arms were not bows and arrows, as 
fome have pretended to argue from Jeremiah '^ ; but long 
ipears, fuch as were anciently ufed by the horfe ; and in 
borfemanifaip, if Herodotus is to be credited, the Lydians 
far excelled all other nations. They were the firfl: that 
introduced the art of coining gold and filvex, to facilitate 
trade ; the firft that fold by retail ; that kept eating houfes 
and taverns ; and invented public fports and fliews, which 
were therefore called ludi by the Romans, who borrowed 
them of the Tufcans, that were defcended from the Ly- 
dians. Herodotus informs us ' on what occaiion they in« 
Yented thofe public and feveral other private diverfions. 
. During the reign of Atys, the fon of Mencs, a great fear- 
city of provifions prevailed all over the kingdom of Lydia, 
which the inhabitants endured for feveral years with af- 
toniihing patience ; but as the evil continued, in order to 
divert their minds from the confideration of their unhappy 
condition, they applied themfelves to all manner of di- 
. verfion, and fome inventing one game, others another^ 
they gradually introduced dice, balls, and fuch other di* 
verfions as were in ancient times ufed among the Greeks^ 

tt Strabo» lib. i. p. 3S. v Jercoa. xlvi. 9. < Hero- 

ifot.ubi fupra, cap. 93»94« 
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chefs only excepted, whereof the Lydians, as we are told 
by Herodotus, do not challenge the invention. Having 
thus contrived various kinds of diverfions,. they ufed to 
play one whole day without intcrmiiBon, eating and drink' 
ing the next day without other amufement* After they 
had continued thus alternately failing, and feafting, find- 
ing that their calamities Increafed radier than abated, the 
king divided the whole nation into two bodies, command- 
iiig them to determine by lot, which of the two fhould 
remain at home, and which go abroad in queft of new 
feats, ilnce their native country could not afford diem 
fufficiemt maintenance. The king appointed his fon 
Tyrrhenus to command thofe who flionld be obliged to 
remove, himfelf remaining to reign over thofe who niould 
have the fortune to ftay. Thofe, who by lot were con* 
ftrained to abandon tbar country, marched to Smyrna, 
where they equipped a fmail fleet, and puttii^ to fea, 
after, many adventures arrived in that part of It^ which 
was theii called Umbria, and r^ow Tufcany. There they 
changed their name, and were no longer called Lydian^ 
but Tyrrhenians from their leader Tyrrhenus. 

The trade of the ancient Lydians is no where mention- Cmmgree^ 
ed \ but we may fuppofe it to have been very confiderable* 
efpecially under the latter kings, when Lydia was in the 
x^eridian of its glory ; whoever confiders the fplendor of 
this monarchy, and commodious fituation of the country, 
cannot doubt but commerce mlift here have flourifhed to 
a very eminent degree. To this remark we may add the 
immenfe riches, not only of the Lydian princes, but 
of feveral private perfons. Herodotus ^ mentions one, 
named Pythius, who not only entertained Xerxes and all 
bis army, while he was marching with innumerable forces 
to invade Greece ; but made him an offer of two thoufand 
talents of filver, and three millions nine hundred nine- • 
ty-three thoufand pieces of gold, bearing the ftamp of Da** 
rius. The fame Pythius had prefented Darius, the fa- 
ther of Xerxes, with a plane-tree and yine of mailive gold, 
and was reckoned, after the kings of Perfia, the richeft 
man in the known world. 



7 Herodot. lib. viL cap. 27* 
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SECT, a 

^he Reigns of the Kings of Lydia. 

MafttM. *T*HE firft king of Lydia wc find mentioned in hiftory is 
^ Mafnes, or Manes. He is faid to have been the fon 
of the earth, which, in the language of the ancients, Att 
notes him to have been of mean extraction. Heraclides 
mentions an anonymous king of Lydia, who, from the 
abje£l condition of a journeyman or flave to a cartwright, 
living at Cyma, was raifed to the throne of Lydia. The 
fame author adds, that as theLydians were diiburHng the 
money for his ranfom, a citizen of Cymay for whom the 
jlave was at that time making a cart, infifted on his iiniih* 
ing what he had in hand before he was fet at liberty, pro- 
tenine that he valued more the glory of having a cart 
made by the king of Lydiat than all the gold they could 
piFer. This fortunate flave may have been Mafnes, (ince 
he, in regard of his mean defcent, is called by the ancients 
Son of the Earth. Heraclides does not tdl us what in- 
duced the Lydians to place a flave on the fhrone ; but we 
may fuppofe this to have been brought about by the advice 
of tome oracle, as it happened in the cafe of Gordius king 
of Phrygia ; for Heraclides informs us, that the Lydians 
chofe a Save for their king, in hopes of being refcued by 
his means from the oppreilions they groaned under. 

C9tyu * Mafnes was fucceeded by his fon Cotys, and Cotys by 

Atys. his fon Atys, in whofe reigns, as the country was over- 

ftocked with inhabitants, the great famine, which we have 
mentioned above, reigned for the fpace of eighteen years, 
and obliged the king to divide his fubjeCIs, keeping one 
half of them at home, and fending the other abroad, in 
queft of new fettlements, under the condudt of his younger 
fon Tyrrhenus. 

tjdiu* Atys was fucceeded by his fon Lydus, from whom the 

country, hitherto called Mxonia, took the name of Lydia. 

Alcymus. Alcymus^ the next foverei^n, is reprefented as an ex- 

cellent prince, who had nothing fo much at heart as the 
welfare of his fubjefls ; whence in the feventh year of his 
reign the whole nation met as Suidas, informs, to offer up 
prayers and facrifices for his health and profperity. Ste* 
{>hanu8 calls him Alciamus, and adds, that in his time 
the city of Afcalon was built by Afcalus fon of Hymenaeus, 

and 
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tnd trotber tp Tantalus, who conduced an artny of Ly. 
dians into Syria* 

Adrymetes, or Adramytis, meptioqed by Athenaeus, is Adrymttn^ 
faid to have been the firft that employed women in fuch 
miniftries as other kings bad afligned to eunuchs. 

Cambletes, Camblitas, or Cambles, a debauched prince^ Cambleta. 
who murdered hjs wife, and afterwards revenged her 
death by laying violent hands on himfelf. Athenaeus faySj 
that he was fo ravenous asto devour his wife in his fleep, 
and that finding her hand iq his mouth next morning, he 
was fo grieved and afhamed of what he had done, that he 
put himfelf to death. 

Tmolus put an end to his own life by throwing himfelf TmoIuf» 
headlong from a precipice, impelled to this extremity 
by Diana, for having raviflied Arrhipe, one of her fol- 
lowers ^, 

Theoclymenus fucceeded his father Tmolus, of whom Tkteclj' 
we find nothing' in hiftory, but that he buried his father menus* 
on Mount Tmolus, which from him had its name. 

After Theoclymehus, Marfyas reigned, who, on what Marfyas. 
occaGon we know not, repairing into Italy, built, as we 
are told, by Solinus *, the city of Archippena. 

Jardanes fucceeded Marfyas 5 and in his reign all man- JarAanesn 
ner of lewdnefs prevailed in the kingdom of Lydia to fuch 
a degree, that Omphale, the king's only daughter, could 
not find (helter, even within the walls of the royal palace, 
againil the infults of the licentious multitude, the moft 
infamous lufts receiving a kind of fanftion from the ex- 
ample of the prince. 

On the death of Jardanes, his daughter Omphale was, Qmphak% 
by the unanimous votes of the nobles placed on the throne. 
She puniflied with great feverity thofe by whom flie had 
been abufed in her father's life-time 5 and by caufing the 
Haves all over the kingdom to be fliut up with their mif- 
trefles, extended her revenge to the whole nation. But, 
in the mean time, falling in love with Hercules, (he gave 
herfelf entirely up to him, and had by him a fon named 
Alcaeus. 

Omphale was fucceeded by Ji^t fon Alcxus, according Alc^m^ 
to fome authors, who ajCrm he was the firft king of Ly- 
dia of the race of Hercules. 

After Alcaeus, reigned Belus, and after Belus his fon SUus^ 
Ninus, of whom we know nothing but their bare names. 

* Plutarch, de Fluviis. ^ SolinuSt lib. viu 
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JrgoM. .Avfpn fueceeded his fathtr Ninus, bttd kidld tio lia^t 

transferred the royal feat to Sardis. Herodotus fays, Ar* 
goti was the firic of the defcendents of Hercules that 
reigned in Lydia. 
Ugn^ &€• Argon was fucceeded by his fon Leon ; Leoii by A^tf* 
fus, who reigned thirty-fix years ; Adryfus by Alya£tes, 
who reigned fourteen ; and Alyaftes by Meles, who 
reigned twoltc. 
Yr. of Fl. Candaules, the fon of Myrfus, was the laft king of this 
A^f 'chr ^^^^^ T?iC^y and loft by his imprudence both his life and 
yjj^ * kingdom. The fad is thus related by Herodotus **: he 
■ had a wife whom he paflionately loved, and believed th^ 

CaifAmks. moft beautiful of her fex. He epctolled her charms to 
Gyges his faTourite, whom he ufed to enlruft with his 
moft important affairs ; and the more to convince him df 
her beauty, rcfolved to (hew her to him quite naked : he 
acordingly placed him in the porch of her chamber, where 
the queen ufed to undrefs when flie went to bed, ordering 
him to retire after he (hould have feen her, and take all 
poflible care not to be obfenred. But, notwithftanding all 
the caution he could ufe, (he plainly difcovered him going 
out ; and, though fhe did not doubt but it Was her huf* 
band's contrivance, yet (he paiTed that night in a feeming 
tranquility, fuppreffing her refentment till next mornings 
when flic fent for Gyges, and refolutely told him that he 
muft either by his death atone for the criminal adion he 
had been guilty of, or put to death Candaules the con- 
triver of it, and receive both her and the kingdom of Ly- 
dia fpr his reward. Gyges at firft earneftly begged of her 
that flie would not drive him to the neceffity of fuch a - 
choice. But finding that he could not prevail with her, 
and that he muft either kill his mafter or die himfelf, he 
chofe the former part of the alternative. Being led by the 
queen to the fame place where her huft>and had pofted 
him the night before, he ftabbed the king while he was 
aileep, married the queen, and took poffeffi^fti of the king- 
dom, in which he was confirmed by the anfwer of the 
Delphic oracle. The Lydrans having taken up arms to 
revenge the death of their prince, an agreement was made 
bettveen them and the followers of Gyges, that if the 
oracle (hould declare him to be lawful king of Lydia he 
fhould be permitted to reign ; if not, he (hould refign the 
crown tp the Heraclidae. The anfwer of the oracle prov- 
ing favourable to Gyges, he was univerfally acknowleged 

^ Herodot, lib. it cap. 8, 9, lo. 

for 
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{or lawful king of Lydia. Candaules i& faid ^ to hate pur- 
chafed a pi£bure, painted by Balarchas, reprefenting a 
battle of the Magnetes, for its weight io gold, a >circum-» 
-ftaiice which ihews how early the art of painting began 
to be in requeft, for Candaules was contem}>orarY with 
Romulus. 

Gyges having thus poflefled himfelf of the kingdom o£ Yr. of Fl. 
Lydia, fent many rich and valuable prefents to the oracU . '^^pV 
of Delphos, among others, fix cups of gold weighiiag 5^^, ^* 
thirty talentB> and greatly efteemed for the worknaanihip^ - 
He made War on thofe of Miletus, and Smyrna,, took the Qjges. 
city of' Colophon, and fubdued the whole countiy o£ 
Troas. In his rqign, and by his permiffio^ the city g| 
Abydu^ was built by the Milefians. Flutaf ch, an4 otheii 
writers^ relate his acceflion to the ccown of Lydda. m 9 
qjuUe difiereiU manner, and tell us, without making anjf 
mention of die queen, that Gyges rebelled agaiaft Can*^ 
daules,, and fl<ew him in an engagement. As to his far- 
bulous ring mentioned by Plato "^y and Tully % we refet 
the reader to Tzet^es, Suidas^ and Philoftratus. Gyges 
reigned thirty-eight year^^ and was fucceeded by his foa 
Ardyes. 

Tnis prince carried on the war againft the Milefians^ Yr. of Fl. 
which his father had begun, and poflefled himfelf of '^zo. 
Priene, in thoie days a ftroag city. In his reign the Cim^ Ante Cbr. 
mfsrians invaded and over-run all Afia Minor ; but whftt * 

battles were fought between the Lydians and thefe iur Ardyet, 
vaders, and with what fuccefs we find no where mentionr 
ed. Herodotus only informs us^, that in the time of 
Ardyes they pofleffed themfelves of Sardis, the metro- 
polis of Lydia, but could never reduce the caille. Ardyes 
reigned forty-»nine years, and was fucceeded by his fon, 

Sadyattes, who reigned twelve years^ and warred moft SadyatUt. 
part of his reign with the Milefians s. . * 

After him came his fon Alyattes, who, for the fpaee Yr. of FL 
of fix years, waged a bloody war with Cyaxares king of the '^*'*. 
Medes. The occafion of this war we have related in the ^'^^^^^°''« 
hiftory of ^he Medes. It was carried on with various fuc* ^ 

cefs, the Medes fometimes defeating the Lydians, and the Alyattes. 
Lydians fometimes prevailing over the Medes. In the 
fixth year, while both armies were engaged, the day was 

cFIin. lib* xxxv. cap< %, ^ Plato de Rep* Jib. is. U »• 

* Cic. lib. iii. de Oific. ^ Herodot. ubi fupra, cap. 15* s Idem 
ibid cap. 16 * 

on 
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all bti a fudden turned into night (U), a phcnomcnari 
which fo frightened both the Lydiaiis and Medesi that 
they laid down their arms^ and {hewed a ftrong inclinatioft 
to adjuft their differences in an amicable manner : a paci- 
fication was eflPe^led accordingly) by the mediation of Syeii-^ 
nefis king of Ciiicia, arrd Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby*' 
Ion. The peace was ratified by a marriage between Ary- 
enis^ the daughter of Alyattes, and AftyageSj the foh of 
Cyaxares (W). Peace being thus concluded between thtf 
Lydians and Medes, Alyattes employed all his forces 
againft the Scythians^ and, dfter a war which lafted feveraL 
jearfiy had the good fortune to rid his kingdom of thofe 
tfoublefome guefts. He was attended with the like fuc- 
cefs in the war he undertook againft the SmymeanSj 
whom he defeated in feveral battles, and at laft made him^^ 
felf mafter of their capital and whole country. He coh-« 
tinued, for five years, the war which his father had beguii 
againft the Milefians, ravaging their country, and about 
harvcft-timc carrying away all their corn yearly, in orde^ 
to oblige them, for want of provifions, to furrender their 
city, which he knew he could not reduce any other way^ 
the Milefians being at that time mafters of the fea. In 
the twelfth year of this war the Lydians having fet fire to 
the com in the fields, the flames were carried by a violent 
wind, which happened to blow at that time, to the temple 
of Minerva at Affefus, and burnt it down to the grounds 
Not long after, Alyattes falling fick, fent to confult the 
oracle at Delphos \ which refufed to return any anfwcr 
till fuch time as the king Qiould rebuild the temple of Mi<^ 

(U) This total eclipfe fell reafon to diftruft Cya^rares, fot 

upon the a 8th of May, and the treachery he had (hewn in 

had been foretold by Thales maflacring fuch of their coun* 

the Milefian, feme years be« try men as had fettled in liisdo« 

fore. minions* Others are of opi- 

(W)The account which He- nion, that Alyattes being jea- 

rodotusgivesus of the caufe of lous of the too great power 

this war feems to fome writers of Cyaxares (who had feized^ 

highly improbable. And truly after the conqueft of Nineveh, 

it is not very likely, that the the regions belonging to the 

Scythians, falling out dmong Aflyrians as far as the river 

themfelves, fliould have had re- Halys) entered into an alliance 

courfe to either of thofe kings, with the Scythians againft the 

whofe countries the Scythians Medes, and that the war was 

had over-run, and oftentimes carried on w!th the joint forces 

plundered. They had chiefly of the Lydians and ocythians. 

iierra 
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tktx^z at AiTefus. Alyattes, thus warned, difpatched 
ambafladpra to Miletus, enjoining them to conclude a 
trace with the Milefians till the temple ihould be rebuilt. 
On the arrival of the ambaffadors Thrafybulus, then 
king of Miletus, commanded all the corn that Was at 
that time in the city, to be brought into the market- 
place, ordering the citizens to banquet in public, and 
revel as if the city were plentifully ftored with all mari- 
ner of provlfions. This ftratagem Thrafybulus prac- 
tifed to the end that the ambafl'adors> Seeing fuch quan- 
tities of corn* and the people every where diverting 
themfelves, might acquaint their mailer with their afflu** 
cnce, and divert him from purfuing the war. • As Tfara-r 
fybulns had dcfigrted, fo it happened ; for Alyattes, who 
beUeved the Milefians greatly diftrefled for provlfions, re- 
ceiving a different account from his ambaffadors, changed 
the truce into a lafting peace, and ever afterwards lived 
in amity and friendlhip with Thrafybulus and ■ the Mile- 
fians ^. Alyattes had two fons, Crcefus, by a Carian, and 
Pantaleon, by an Ionian. Croefus fucceeded his father, 
after he had reigned fifty-feven years. 

Crcefus • enlarged his dominions fo as to be not inferior Yr. of Fl. 
to any prince of that age, though there were in his time? - ^^^pj, 
three very powerful monarchies, namely. Media, Babylon^ "^.g^ ^* 
and Egypt. Croefus was the firft that made war on the E^ -' 

phefians, whofecity hebefieged and took, notwithftanding Cretjus* 
their confccrating it to Diana, and f aliening the walls by a 
rope to her temple, which was feven ftadia diftant from 
the city. After the reduftion of Ephefus he attacked, 
under various pretences, the lonians and iEolians, oblig- 
ing them, and all the other Greek flates of Afia, to pay 
him a yearly tribute. He alfo formed a defign of equip- 
ping a fleet to attack the inhabitants of the iflands, but 
was diverted from this thought by Bias of Priene, or, a« 
others fay, by Pittacus of Mitylene (X). He afterwards 

ful^ 
li Herodot. lib. i. cap. 17, & feq. 

(X) Bias arriving at Sardis of his army conlifted in ca- 

from' Greece, told Croefus, in- valry. Then Bias acquainted 

quirmg what news he brought him, that the iflanders had na 

from thence, that the illanders fuch defign, but were no lefs 

hadbroughttenthoufandhorfes pleafed in hearing that he de- 

with a deiign to attack him by ligned to attack them by fea, 

land ; which Croefus believing, than he was at the news of 

thanked the gods for infpiring their preparing to attack them 

them with fuch a refolution, as by land. Whereupon Crcefus, 

knowing that the main ilrength being fully apprifed of- the 

rsUbneft 
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ftAdued the Phrygians, Myfiafss, Bf aryandini, Chalybes, 
Papblagonlans, Thraciam, Thyniatis, Bithynians, Cadans, 
Dorians, .£olians, Famphilians, and all the nations that 
lay between Lydia and the river Halys ^. Athenaeus men-- 
tions a fignal vi^ry be obtained over the Sacaeans* a Scy- 
thian natim, in memory whereof the BabytoniaDs, his al- 
lien yearly celebrated a feaft, which they called Sacxa. 
Gpcbiu» having by thefe vidories acquired great fame, 
many wife men of that age went to Sardis, on purpofe to 
▼lilt him, and among others Solon, who, after having pub- 
liflied his laws at Athens, had abfented himfelf frooi his 
eonatry, under pretence of travelling, for ten years, that 
he mi^t not be obliged to repeal any of the coftftitudons 
which he had eftabliihed; for the Athenians conld of 
themfelves make no alteration, the citizens having taken a 
folenm oath to obfervc bis laws-for ten years. Being arrived 
at Sardis, he was with gretft hofpitality entertained by 
Croeft^s in his own palace, and a few days after his arrival 
carried to fee the wealth and magnificence of his treafory, 
which when he had feen, Crcefu^ afked him who was the 
bappieft man he had ever blown, believing that he would 
give, without smy hefitation, the preference to the khig 
of Lydia. But Solon, as he was an enemy to all man- 
ner of flattery, and refolved on all occafions to fpeak the 
plain truth, anfwered, that Tellus the Athenian was the 
bappieft man he had ever feen (Y). Croefus again aiked 
him who was the bappieft man after Tellus, net doubting 
but he would name him at leaft in the fecond place; but 
was again difappointed, the philofopher adjudging the fe- 
coad place to Cleobis and BUon, two Argives (Z). Crce- 

fus 

i Idem. ibid. cap. aS, & feq. 

tftlbiiefs of hid defign, laid it neighbouring people, he put 

ailde, and Goncludcdan alliance the enemy to flighr, and (Oed 

with all the Greeks that inha*- in the field of victory. He 

bited the iilands. was buried by the Athenians, at 

(Y) Tellus was an Athenian, the expenee of the public, in 

had many virtuous children, the place where he fell, and 

who all furvived him , and after yearly honours were paid to his 

having enjoyed all the happi- memory, 

nefs, which the condition of (Z) Thefe two Greeks prov^ 

mortals is capable of, ended his ed vidorious in the Olympic 

life in a mofc glorious manner, games, and all other public 

For coming to the affidance of fports. Their mother was a 

'his countrymen, in a battle prieftefs of Juno, who being 

fought at kleuiis ^g^iufl the one day obliged to go to the 

temple^ 
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fus feeming highly diflatisfied with Solon for preferring 
the condition of private men to that of fo rich and power- 
ful a prince as he, the philofopher informed him, that it 
was impoflible to judge of the unhappinefs of any man 
before death, and that all things ought to be meafured by 
their end ^ Not long after the departure of Solon, Croefus 
loft his favourite fon Atys, who was unfortunately killed,, 
at the chacc of a wild boar, by Adraftus, fon of Gordius, 
and grandfon of Mydas king of Phrygia, who had fled to 
Sardis for refuge ^. This lofs was no fmall allay to his 
happinefs, for he continued difconfolate for two years, 
and in a ftate of inaction, till the cojiquefts of Cyrus, and 
growing power of the Perfians, roufed up his martial fpi- 
rit, and^diverted his mind to other thoughts. He appre- 
hended that the fuccefs, which attended Cyrus in all his 
tinder takings, might at laft prove dangerous to himfelf, 
and therefore relolved to put a ftop, if poffibic, to his 
conqueft. To this end he confulted all the oracles of any 
fame either in Greece or Africa (A), he ftrengthened him- 
felf 

I Idem. ibid. cap. 30, & feq, ^ Idenv. ibid, cap, 43, 

temple, Ivhither (he ought to to be made and dedicated at 
have been carried in a chariot Delphos (1). 
drawn by a yoke of oxen, her (A) We are told by Herd- 
fon$, feeing that the oxen were dotiis (2), that Croefus fent am- 
not brought from the field at bafladors to the oracles of Del- 
the time appointed, yoked phos, of Abe, of Phocis, of 
themfelves, and drew the cha- Amphiarans,of Trophonius, of 
riot the fpnce of forty-five fur- Branchiff, and of Jupiter Am- 
longs. This aftion was greatly mon, enjoining them to pro- 
extolled by all the people that pofe, each to the oracle he was 
were aflTembled at the temple, to confult, and all on the fame 
and their mother, tranfported day, the following queftion : 
with joy in feeing her fons fo *' What is Croefus, the fon of 
much honoured by the whole Alyattes, king of Lydia, now 
nation, begged of the goddefs. doing ? " What anfwer the 
that fhe would I'eward her chil- other oracles returned we find 
dven with what (he thought nowhere mentioned ; but that 
would prove moft advantageous of Delphos, as Herodotus in- 
to them. Having put up this forms us, anfwered thus: '* I 
petition, and after offering the know the number of the fands 
ufualfacrifices, banqueted with of Lybia, the meafure of the 
her fons, they both fell afleep, ocean, the fecrets of the filent 
and died in the temple. The and dumb lie open to me. I 
Argians, in commemoration of fmell the odour of a lamb and 
their piety, caufed their ftatues tortoife boiling together in a 

(i) Herodot. lib. i. (i) Lib* i. cap. 46, 47, & feq. 
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felf with alliances^ and, having raifed a gre^t body qI 
forces, marched into Cappadocia, then belonging to th$ 
Pcrfians, before his allies could join him.. IJere he en- 
camped near the city of Sinope, on the Euxine fta, took 
the city of Pteria, and laid wafte all the adjacent country, 
Cyrus nearing of the enemies motions, put himfelf at the 
head of a powerful army, and marching into Cappadocia^ 
encamped in fight of the Lydian army. Here, after fe- 



brazen cauldron \ brafs is un- 
der, and brafs above the flefli." 
Crcefus hearing this anfvver, 
idoriBd the god of Delphos, and 
owned that the oracle had fpoke 
truth; for on the fame day 
that his ambaiTadors confulted 
the oracle, he was employed 
in boiling together a lamb apd 
v^ tortoife in a cauldron of brafs, 
which had ai cover of the fame 
jnetal, thinking it impoffible 
that any, but a god, could 
know what he was doing. 
Whereupon he immediately of^ 
fered to the Delphic Apollo a 
facrificq, confiiling pr three 
thoufand oxen; and to ren- 
der him more propitious, he 
brought out beds ot gold a^d 
filver, veiTels of gold, robes of 
purple, and other rich apparel, 
and burnt them all together, 
commanding the Lydians to 
follow his example. On this 
occaHon To much gold was melt- 
ed down, that one Hundred 
and feventeen tiles were made 
out of it, whereof the longeft 
were fix fpans in length, thip 
ihorteft thre?, but all one fpan 
in i^icknefs. Tbef^i, with a 
golden lion weighing ten ta- 
lents, and many other rich pre- 
fents Crcefus fept to the pel- 
phic oracle, enjoinipg his am- 
bafladors to enquire whether he 
(houid undertake a war againft 
the Perfians. The oracle re- 
turned this ahfwer ; " If Crce- 
fus pafies the Halys, he will put 



an end to a vaft empire." Thi§ 
anfwer was capable of being 
interpreted either of Periia Ot 
Lydia. Croefus hearing this 
anfwer, and not (loubting i^ 
the lead, but that he ihould 
overturn the Perfian monarchy, 
fent more prefects to the ora-' 
cle, and two ftaters of gold tq 
each of the inhabitants of Delr 
phos. Inconfiderationofwhich, 
the Delphians granted Crcefus 
and the Lydians a right to conr 
fult the ofacle before any other 
nation^ together with the firft 
place m the temple, and the 
freedom of the city for ever. 
Croefus, having made tb^fepre- 
fcnts, fent a third time tq con-: 
fiflt the oracle, whether he 
0)ould long enjoy the kingdom. 
The oracle anfwered, " That 
he (hould reign till a n\ule ruled 
overtheMedes," which Crcefus 
deeming impoffible, concluded 
that he and his poflerity were 
to hold the kingdom of Lydia 
for ever. But the oracle, as it 
was afterwards interpreted, by 
a mule meant Cyrus, wbofe 
parents were of different na- 
tions, his mother being a 
Mede, and his father a Periian. 
And now Crcefus, relying on 
thefe fallacious anfwers, and 
believing himfelf invincible, 
marched, without waiting for 
the troops of his allies, into 
Cappadocia, where he was met 
by Cyrus at the head of a 
powerful army. 

veral 
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veral (kirmiflies, the two armies came at lad to a general 
engagement^ wherein many fell on both fides. The night 
coming on, the armies parted on equal terms. But ' 

Croefus fearing to venture a fecond battle, as his forces were 
not near fo numerous as thofe of Cyrus, retired in the night- 
time, and marched with all poflible expedition to Sardis, 
where he difbanded his troops, enjoining them to re-af- 
femble at the end of five months ; for he did not in the 
leaft apprehend that Cyrus, who had not been able to get 
the better of him in the fidd, would venture to advance 
to his capital. Cyrus, finding the next n^orning that the 
enemy had left the field, refolved to purfue him to Sardis, 
and oblige him to venture a fecond battle before he could 
be joined by his allies. This refolution was executed 
with fuch expedition, that Cyrus, at the head of his army, 
appeared in the plains of Sardis, before Croefus had any 
intelligence .6f his defign. The Lydians were ftrangely 
alarmed at fo bold an attempt, which they had neither 
forefeen nor expefted. The king, however, drawing to- ^ 
gethcr what forces were ftill remaining, marched againft ' ^ 
the Perfians, by whom, after a fharp ei\gagement, he was Ante Chr. 
put to flight, and forced to fliut himfelf up in Sardis, 549. 
which was foon after taken by afiault, and Croefus him- > 

felf made prifoner. In the aittack of the town, Croefus ^^^I"* 
would have been killed, had not his fecond fon, who to '* '"* 
that time had been fpeechlefs, cried out to the Perfian 
wh() was ready to ftrike, " Spare Croefus ! '* Thus he 
was faved and carried to Cyrus, who commanded him to 
be put in fetters, and placed on a great pile of wood, with 
a defign to burn him, and fourteen young Lydians, in ho- 
nour of the gods, as a facrifice and the firit-fruits of his 
viftory. Then Croefus recollefting the words of Solon, 
that no man can be truly happy* before his death, pro- 
-nounced thrice that great philofopner's name ; which Cyrus 
hearing, and underitanding what induced him to invoke 
Solon, commanded him to be taken down from the pile,, 
and ranked among his friends and counfellors ^ Xeno- 
phon tells us, that Cyrus received his, royal prifoner with 
great kindnefs and humanity, when he was firft prefented . 
to him, without mentioning the treatment which we read 
of in Herodotus. The firft favour Croefus begged of the 
conqueror was, that he would give him leave to fend his 
fetters to the oracle of Delphos, as the trophies of the 
fuccefs which Apollo had promifed. This favour Cyru» 
v^illingly granted ; but the oracle, or rather the prieiUt 

I Id. ibid. cap. 71— 87, 
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convinced Crocfus thatbe and not Apollo was to blame ■(B)i 
Thus ended the ancient kingdom of Lydia, which coi^ti-^^ 
nucd fubjeft to the Perfians, till they alfo were conquered 
by the Macedonians, as we have feen in the foregoing 
part of this hiitory. 



CHAP. XVII. 

The WJlory of the Lycians\ and Ancient Ci/icians, 

SECT. I. 

Hiftory of the lycians. 

VoMiand T^HIS country was originally called Mylias, or Trc- 
di^ifions. -»• mile, from the Myliae, a people of Crete who fettled 
there, as Herodotus " and Stephanus informs us, and after- 
wards Lycia, from Lycus, the fon of Fandion, king of 
'^ Athens. The proper Lycia lies between the 36th and 

38th degrees of north latitude. It was bounded by Caria 
on the weft, by Pamphylia on the eaft, by Phrygia Major 
and part of Pamphylia on the north, and by the Mediter- 
ranean on the fouth. 

n Idem ibid. cap. 90* 91. Xenopb. Cyropaed. Kb. vii., Valei^ 
£xcerpt. Diodor. Sicul. p. 24.1. Plutarch in §olon. Polyaen. Stra"> 
tagem. lib. vii. in Cyro.Cr«ro» & Solino in Polyhiftor^ cap. i. 
^ Herodot. lib. i. cap. 173. &^ lib. vii. cap. 91. 

(B) The oracle anfwered, truly informed, continued the 

that the god himfelf could not oracle, he ought to have fent 

reverfe the decrees of fate, and again to enquire whether his 

tliat Crocfus, ift the fifth ge- own, or that of Cyrus was 

ncration fuflered for the crime meant by the oracle. But if 

of one, who at the iriftigation he neither underwood the true 

of a woman, had murdered his meaning of the oracle, nor 

mailer, and pollefled himfelf would beat the pains of fuing 

of a crown which did not be- for a farther explanation, his 

long to him ; and that as to the misfortune and downfal was en* 

anfwers of the oracle, he had tirely owing to himfelf. Croe- 

no reafon to complain; for fus, hearing this anfwer, ac- 

Apollo only foretold that by* knowleged himfelf to *be in 

making war on the P^erfians, be the wrong; and cleared the 

would overturn a great mo* oracle from all fufpicion of 

narchy. Had he deiired to be falfhood. 

Thia 
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This country was divided into two parts, the Maritime 
and the Mediterranean." The moll remarkable cities oA Q\iit$. 
the coaft were Telmeflus, or Telmiffus, feated on a noted 
bay in the weftern limitsy whofe inhabitants are faid to 
have been the firft who pretended to interpret dreams. 
Patara, fituated on a hill^ formerly celebrated for a temple 
and oracle of Apollo^ not inferior to that of Delphos* 
At Patara Apollo was faid to refide the fix winter months^ 
and the fix fummer months at Delos, whence the epithets 
of Patarseus Apollo • and Sortes Lyciae p. This city was 
greatly . improved and embellifhed by Ptolemaeus Phil- 
adelpnus, and called^ Arfinoe from his wife who bore that 
name^ but the former denomination prevailed. Myra, 
built on a high hill about twenty furlongs from the coaft, 
mentioned in the A£ls 1, was the metropolis of Lycia when 
a Roman province, and of confequence in the Chriftian 
times an archbifliop's fee. Olympus, a famous city with 
a mountain of the fame name. Phafelis, on the borders 
of Lycia and Pamphylia, in the time of the Romans, was 
an infamous neft of pirateS) at laft reduced by Servilius, 
while Pompey fcoured the fea with a numerous fleet. To 
the pirates of this town former ages were indebted for 
thofe fwift veffels, which the Romans, from the place, call 
phafeli, and we brigantines. We will not take upon us 
to mark out the bounds of the midland Lycia. Strabo 
reckons in it the following towns : Pinara, Cragus, at the 
foot of a hill bearing the fame name, Tlos, Simena ; and ^ 
Ptolemy adds to the Mediterranean part of Lycia two 
fmall countries, Mylias on the weft, bordering on Caria, 
and Cabalia on the eaft, bordering on Lycia Proper. But 
Strabo places' Mylias on the borders of Pifidia and Pam- 
phylia. The inland part of Lycia was divided by the river 
Xanthus, which rifing in two fprings from the foot of 
Mount Cadmust and wafliing the walls of Xanthus, a city 
formerly of fome note, difcharges itfelf into the Mediter- 
ranean. From this river the people inhabiting the inland 
parts of Lycia were called Xanthians. The chief moun- 
tain of this country, and indeed of all Afia, is Mount 
Taurus, which has its beginning in this province, and ex- 
tends eaftward to the great oriental ocean. In Lycia was 
alfo the famous m6untain Chimasra, which vomited flames, 
the bottom whereof was infcfted with ferpehts, the middle 
parts afforded pafture for goats, and the top was fre*^ 

* Horat. lib, iii* Carm. ode 4. p Virgil, ^neid. iv. 

ver.|346. 4 Ad. xxvii. 5. 
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quented by lions; particulars which gave gave occafion to 
the poets to paint it as a monfter with the head of a lioiTy 
the body of a goat, and the tail of a ferpent. This moun- 
tain was fir (I planted, and rendered habitable by Bellero- 
phon, who is therefore fabled by the poets to have killed 
this monfter. 

The foil of this country isfruitfu)| and the atr reckoned 
very wholfome. It is plentifully watered with fmall 
rivers running down from Mount Taurus, which often 
fwell to an immoderate degree, and overflow the coun- 
try, when increafed by the melting of the fnows on that 
mountain, or by heavy rains. 

, Herodotus and others' inforn> us» th-at the Lycians 
were defcended from the Cretans ; for Sarpedon being 
driven out of the ifland by his brother Minos, and landing 
in A(ia with thofe Cretans who had fided with him, fettled 
in Mylias, and there founded a new kingdom^ after hav- 
ing conquered and expelled the ancient proprietors, whom 
Herodotus calls Mylians and Solymi. During the reign of 
Sarpedon they continued to be called Cretans, but after 
his death took the name of Lycians from Lycus,. the fon 
of Fandion, king of Athens, who, being forced by his 
brother ^geus to quit his native country, had fled to 
Sarpedon. Hence the poets, and with them Strabo, feen^ 
to confound the Lycians with the Carians, who were un- 
doubtedly defcended from the Cretans. But Diodorus Si- 
culus % and Plato * before him, counts the Lycians among 
the Greek nations of Afia, as being defcended from the 
Argivi. Not to dwell on fuch uncertainties, the Lycians 
were once a very powerful and warlike people, conGder- 
ing the fmallnefs of their country. They had, according 
to Strabo ", twenty-three, according to Pliny "^ thirty-fix 
large and opulent towns, were expert mariners, and ex- 
tended their power on the feas as far as Italy. 

The Lycians are highly commended by the ancient 
writers for their fobriety and manner of adminiftering 
juilice. They had in latter ages twenty-tbre^ confiderable 
cities, each of which fent their deputies to a general afiem- 
bly or diet, where all matters of confequence were can- 
vaiTed, and determined by the majority of votes. They 
chofe in the firft place the prefident of the council, and 
after him the civil and military 6fEcers of each city. Here 
they adminiftered jultice, fettled all private difierences^ 

r Herodot. ubi fapra. Strab. lib. xiv. p. 557. Paufanias, lib. vii. 
• Piodor. Sicul. lib. ▼. cap. 16. t Plato in Minoe. « Strab* 

ubi fupra. ▼ Plin, lib. v. cap. a;. 

declared 
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declared war, rn'ade* peace, concluded alliances, &c* 
whence we may infer, that their government, at Ifeaft in 
latter times, either was not monarchical, or their monarchs 
no way abfolute. This form of government they main- 
tained even under the Romans*; but with this difference, 
that the confent of the Roman governor, and, iti matters 
of moment, of the fenate, was requifite for the validity of 
fnch a£ts and decrees as had paffed in their aflembly. , 

Their government was at firft monarchical ; and the 
country was parcelled out into feveral petty kingdoms ; 
for we read of the families of Bellerophon, Sarpedon, Ly^ 
icus, Telephus, and Pandarus reigning in Lycia at one 
and the fame time ; if we will not rather fuppofe the gcH. 
vemment to have been ariftocratical, and thefe families to 
have borne the grcateft fway in the adminiftration. Be 
that as it will, in procefs of time all Lycia became fubjeft 
to one prince ; for Herodotus, in enumerating the princes 
that contributed towards the equipping and arming Xer- 
5['es* fleet, memions but one king of Lycia, by name Cyber- 
mifcus ^w This nation was firft fubdued by Croefus, or the 
Lydians, and, after the downfal of the Lydian kingdom, 
by Cyrus. The courage, rdfolution, and intrepidity with 
whicn the Lycians of Xanthus oppofed Harpagus, the Per- ' 
fian general, deferves particular notice. Inftead of tamely 
fubmitting, like their neighbours, they attacked, with a 
h'andful of men, Harpagus's numerous army, and fought 
with incredible bravery, though under all the difadvatt- 
tageis litiagitiable. But being overpowered by numbers, 
and forced to retire into their city, they firft fet fire to the 
caflJe, where they had (hut up their wives, children. 
Haves, and all their riches ; and then engaging themfelves 
by a folemn oath to die together, returned to the field of 
battle, renewed the fight, and were all killed to a man *. 
The Lycians continued to be governed by their own kings 
even after they were fubdued by the Perfians ; but paid 
an annual tribute to the kitig of Perfia. They fell with 
the Perfians under. the' power of the Macedonians, and 
after the death of Alexander were governed by the Seleu- 
cidae. Of thefe Antiochus the Great being confined by 
the Romans beyond Mount Taurus, Lycia was granted 
to the Rhodians ; but thefe difobliging the Romans in 
the war with Perfeiis, Lycia was declared a free country, • 
^d continued to be fo till the r^ign of Claudius, who, 
provoked at their inteftine difiTenfions, reduced their coun- 
try iiitb the form of a province. 

X Strab. 41b] fupra* y Herodot. lib. viu cap. 78. > Ibid, 
libf i» cap, 176. *^ 
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Their cuftoms wpre much the fame with thofe of the 
Cretans and Carians, of whom we (hall have occafion to 
fpeak hereafter. But they had one cuftom peculiar to them- 
felves \ for they took their names not from their fathers^ 
but from their mothers, fo that if any one was alked who 
he was, or of what family, he had recourfe to the female 
line. Befides, if a free-born woman married a flave, her 
children enjoyed all the privileges of citizens ; butj on the 
contrary, if a man of ever fo great a family married a 
flave, their children were incapable of enjoying any ho- 
nours, or bearing any public employment ". As to their 
trade and navigation, we are quite in the dark. Their 
religion was the fame with that of the inhabitants of 
Crfete, which we Ihall have occafion to dcfcribc when we 
treat of the Greek iflands. 

The fucceflion of the kings of Lycia^ and the years of 
their refpe£live reigns are overcaft with fucb a mift^ and 
interrupted with fo many chafms, that it is not poffible to 
give any tolerable account of them. We find mention 
made of but three kings of all Lycia. 

Amifodarus, who is fabled to have nourifhed the mon- 
fter Chim2era. 

Jobates, who married his daughter Sthenobaea, or, as 
others call her, Antaea, to Praetus king of the Argives. 
He is faid to have undertaken an expedition againft the 
Tirynthians, in favour of his fon-in-law, and to have fub- 
4ued them. 

Many years after reigned Cybernifcus, who was one 
of Xerxes' admirals in his expedition againft Greece K. 
This is all we find upon record cancemimg the ancient 
kings of Lycia. 

SECT. II. 

^e Hiftory of the Aicient Ciliciam. 

If am and /^I LI CI A, according to the Greek writers, borrowed ifii 
Svifionu VI jjainc from Cilix the fon of Agcnor, aad brother to 
Cadmus, who is faid to have fettled in this country. Jofc^ 
phus* tells us, that it was anciently cadlcd Tarfis, from 
Tarihifh the fon of Javan, who firft peopled this part of 
Afia; and of the fame opinion arc Stephanus*, Zona- 
rus •, and Hieron ' j but the latter by Tarfis, in Scripture 
fometimes imderftands Carthage '^ lometimes a province 

a Herodot. lib. i. cap. 173. ^ Ibid. lib. vii. cap. yt. 

e Jofeph. Antiq. lib. i. cap. 7. ^ Steph. vcrbo Tagroc. « Zonwr* 
torn. I. f Bieconym. in Q^iaBft. Hebraiff* ' s Idem, in 

cap. s|«£ra* 
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la India **, and fometimes the fea *. Bochart * derives 
the name of Cilicia from the Phoenician word challekim, 
or challukim, fignifying a Jlonty that part of Cilicia, 
which the Greeks call Cilicia Trachaea, being very ftony, 
and to this day called by the Turks, Tas Wileieth, that 
18, thejiony prvuince. 

. Cilicia, properly fo called, lies between the 36thand4oth 
degree of north latitude, and is bounded by Syria oa the 
eaft, or rather by Mount Amanus, which feparates it 
from that kingdom, by Pamphylia on the weil, by Ifauria^ 
Cappadocia, and Armenia Minor on the norths and by , 
the Mediterranean on the fouth. It is now called Cara- 
minia, and was the laft province of the Caraminian king* 
dom that held out againft the Ottoman race. The coun<» 
try is fo furrounded by fteep and craggy mountains, chiefly 
the Taurus and . Amanus, that it may be defended "by a 
kandful of refolute men againft a whole army, there be- 
ing but three narrow pafles leading into it, commonly 
called Pylae CiKciac,.or the gates of Cilicia^ one on the fide 
of Cappadocia, called the pafs of Mount Taurus, and the 
other two called the pafs of Mount Amanus, and the pafs 
of Syria, leading from Syria. The Perfian army marched 
through the ftreights of Mount Amanus, while that of 
Alexander was encamped at Ifius,not far from the ftreights 
of Syria, which lie more to the fouth, and were guarded 
by a body of Macedonians under the command of Parme- 
nio ; the ftreights of Mount Taurus Alexander had pafled 
in entering Cilicia, the Perfians who guarded that import- 
ant pafs having retired at the approach of the Macedonians. 

The whole country was divided by the ancients into c,tks9f 
Cilicia Afpera and CUicia Campeftris ; the former called Cilicia 
by the Greeks Trachsea, ovjionyy is bounded by Ifauria on ^^^eu 
the north, Pamphylia on the weft, Cilicia Campeftris 
on the eaft:; and the Mediterranean on the ibuth. 
The cities in this part of Cilicia mentioned by the an- 
cients, are Sydra, or, as Ptolemy calls it, Syedra s Na<- 
gidus, a Samian colony ; Animurium ; Arfione \ Celen-^ 
deris, or Celandris ; Aphrodifias, fo called from Venus, 
who was worihipped there in a ftately temple \ Holmus^ or, 
as Hiny calls it, Holmia ; Sarpedon, famous for a noble 
temple confecrated to Apollo and Diana ; Lepbyrium, ac- 
cording to Ptolemy, the laft city of Cilicia Afpera, which 
Strabo extends to Solas. Pliny, Mela, and Scylax make 

^ Idem, ad Marcell. \ Idem, in cap. 10. Efa*] ' i^Bochart. 
Pbal. lib. u cap. 5. 
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no diftin£lion between the two Cilicias. Near Lepli/' 
rium was a grove much celebrated by the ancients, and 
minutely delcribed by Pomponius Mela '. Sebafte, which 
Archelaus the Cappadocian chofe for his refidence, after 
he waB'by Auguftus appointed king of Cilipia Afpera; fi-^ 
tuate on a fmall ifiadd, called Eleufa, and not on the 
continent^ where Pliny and Ptolemy have placed it* 
Thefe were the towns of mod note on the coaft of Cilicia 
Afpera : the inland cities were, Seleucia, built by Se- 
leucus Nicator, On the banks of the Calycadnus, and peo*> 
pled by the inhabitants of Holmus ; it was a free city 
under the Romans, and maintained its liberty, as is plain 
from fereral medals, at lead to the time of the emperor 
Gordian : Domitianopolis^ Philadelphia, Lamus, and in 
latter times Scandeloro, on the confines of Pamphylia, 
which laft, with the adjoining territory, was governed by 
its own prince, while all the neighbouring provinces were 
fttbjeA to the Caramanian kings. 
CUus 9f The chief cities of Cilicia, properly fo called, or Cilicia 

Cilicia Campeftris, where thefe : Soli, or Solae, built by the 
Pfofer* Rhodians and Achaeus, deftroyed by Tigranes king of 
Armenia, in his wars with the Romans^ and rebuilt by 
Pompey ; whence, in after-ages it was known by the 
name of Pompeiopolis. Laertius ^ tells us, that this city 
was built by Solon, on his return from the court of Croefus, 
and peopled by a colony from Athens ; and adds, that 
thefe Athenians, having in procefs of time quite loft the 

Earity of their native language by converting with the 
arbarians, became remarkable for their rude pronuncia-* 
tion and uncouth eipreffions, whence any impropriety of 
ipeecb was called a folecifm. But this aflertion is contra- 
mdied by Others", who derive the word folecifm not from 
the Solenfes in Cilicia, but from the Solii in Cyprus **• 
Tarfus^ which produced the great apoftle of the Gentiles, 
and was, if we believe Strabo p, in former times no ways 
inferior for the ftudy of philofophy and polite literature 
cither to Athens or Alexandria. We are told that it bor- 
rowed its name from Tarfhifli the fon of Javan, by whom, 
or by his defcendent$> it was built; but Strabo acquaints 
us, that it was built by Sardanapalus, and proves his afler- 
tion from an ancient monument found in thofe parts with 
this infcription : '* Sardanapalus, the fon of Aqacyndar- 
axes built the cities of Anchiale and Tarfus in one day/' 

1 Pomp. MeUi apud Apollodor. lib. i. cap. 6. fe(t. «. m Laert. 
in Vitis Philofopfa, » Strab. lib. xiv. p. 456. • Vid. Plut. 

ia Vita Solon, p Strab. lib. xiv, p. 463. 

Tarfus 
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Tarfus was at firft the metropolis of all Cilicia, and after 
Conftan tine's divifion, became the capital of Cilicia Prima. 
The inhabitants enjoyed the privileges of Roman citizens, 
which St. Paul thought fit to make ufe of according to 
the Portian law*i. The Tarfians, to ingratiate themfelves 
with Julius Caefar, exchanged the ancient name of their 
city for that of JuliopoHs ; but the old name furwcd the 
new, that city being called to this day by the Greeks, 
Terfia or Terafla; the Turks, as Bellonius and other 
more modern travellers inform us, call it Hamfa. Anchi- 
ale, built by Sardanapalus, or, if we believe Athenodorus, 
by Anchiaie the daughter of Japhet. Anazarbum, fituated 
on the river Pyramus, and, in the Roman times, the me- 
tropolis of Cilicia Secunda : Suidas tells us, that it was 
firft called Cyinda, and afterwards Anazarbum from one 
Anazarbus, who was fent by the emperor Nerva to rebuild 
it, after it had been quite ruined by an earthquake ; but 
he is certainly miftakenj fince Pliny, who died long be- 
fore the reign of Nerva, calls the inhabitants of this city 
Anazarbeni} and Stephanus. derives its name from Mount 
Anazarbus, at a fmall diftance from the place where this 
city ftood. Anazarbum was the birth-place of Diofco- 
rides, and continued in a very flourifliing condition till 
the divifion of the empire. Epiphania, who gave birth to 
George the famous Arian bifhop of Alexandria. Mopfu-> 
eftia, the fee of Theodorus Mopfueftenus, a great patron 
of the Neftorian herefy in the time of Chryfoftom. IfTus, 
fituated on a gulph to which it gave name, famous for 
the battle fought near it between Alexander and Darius ; 
this town is now called Ajazzo, and the great gulf on 
which it ftands denominated the Gulf of Ajazzo. Alex- 
andria, built by Alexander the Great between Iffus and the 
ftreights which lead from Cilicia into Syria. As this city 
was fituated in a place very convenient for trade, it foon 
became one of the moft flourifliing marts of the world. 
Alexander, in building it,- employed Democrates, who 
had rebuilt the temple of Diana .at Ephefus, which had 
been burnt by Eroftratus ', and took care to people his 
new city with colonies from feveral other places, efpecially 
from Judsea % allowing the Jews the free exercife of their 
own religion, and the fame privileges, immunities, and 
exemptions which he granted to the Macedonians. As it 
was very convenient for fuch as traded on the Mediterra- 

q Aa. xvi. 37. and xxii. xxv, xxviii. ' Plin, lib. v. cap, x* 

• Jofeph. contra Apioii. lib.' ii. 

nean 
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nean, the Red Sea, and the Nile, it continued in a vtrf 
fiourifhing condition, till trade took another courfe on the 
difcovery of a way to the Indies by the Cape of Good 
Hope, when it degenerated by degrees into a poor village. 
It is at prefe.nt called by the Turks Scanderon ; and by the 
Italians^ Alexandrctta ; remarkable for nothing elfe but 
ibme mins, which ibew what it was in better times. 
Mivirsk The rivers of any note in Cilicia are, the Pyramus, which 

rifes on the north fide of Mount Taurus, and empties itfelf 
into the Mediterranean, between liTus and Magarfus ; the 
Cidnus, which fprings from the Antitaurus, pafles through 
Tarfus, ancL difembogues itfelf into the Mediterranean, 
near the city of Anchiale ; it is famous for the rapidity 
of its ftream, and coldnefs of its Mratersi which prov- 
ed very dangerous to Alexander; the CalycadmuSy the 
Lamus, the Sarus, the Pinarus, and feveral others of lefs 
note, water this province, and difcharge themfelves into 
that part of the Mediterranean, which the ancients called 
the fea of Cilicia, and extended near two hundred and 
fifty miles from eaft to weft. 
Sdiand That part of Cilicia» which the ancients call Cilicia 

Ciimaie* Campeftris, was, if we believe Ammianus Marcellinus^ 
one of the moft fruitful countries of all Aiia ; but the 
weftem part equally barren, though famous even to this 
day for an excellent breed of horfes, of which fix hun- 
dred are yearly fent to Coirftantinople for the ufe of the 
grand fignior. The air in the inland cities is reckoned 
▼ery wholefome, but equally dangerous on the coaft, 
efpecially to ftrajigers. 
neir m* This country, according to Jofephus % was firft peopled 
!«• by Tarfhifh, the fon of Javan, and his defcendents, whence 

the whole country was called Tarfis. The ancient inha- 
bitants were in proCcfs of time expelled by a colony of 
Phcenicians, who, under the conduft of Cilix, firft fettled 
in the ifland of Cyprus, and from thence pafied into the 
country, which from their- leader they called Cilicia. Stra- 
bo " tells us, that this Phoenician colony, pafled from Cy- 
prus into Phrygia, where they lived in fubjeftion to the 
kings of Troy, and after the Trojan war poffeflcd them- 
felves of that country, which was afterwards called Cilicia. 
In ptocefs of time feveral colonies from other countries 
fettled in this kingdom ; fome in particular from Syria 
and Greece, whence the Cilicians in fome places ufed the 
Greek tongue, in others the Syriac, but the former greatly 

t Jofepb. Antiq. lib. i. cap. 7. ^ Strab* lib. xviL p. 341^ 

corrupted 
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eorrupted by the Perfian, the predominant language of' 
thecountry being a dialect of that totigue. 

The Cilicians, if we believe the Greek and Latin writers,. Their man^ 
were a rough race of people, unfair in their dealings, nen^ go- 
cruel, great liars (C), and, in the Roman times, entirely "^ernrmnu 
addicted to piracy. ^^' 

In ancient times the Cilicians, before they fettled in 
that country which we call Cilicia, were governed by their 
own kings, and divided into two petty kingdoms, theThe- 
ban and the LymefFian ; in the former ruled the family 
of Eetion, in the latter that of Evenus. Thefe kingdoms 
did not extend beyond the territories of Thebes and Lyr- 
neffiis, two cities in the famous plain called the Plain of 
Thebes, often mentioned both by the Greek and Latin 
writers, as having been the occafion of frequent difputes 
between the Lydians and Myfians, and in the Roman times 
between the neighbouring princes of Afia Minor. After 
the Cilicians fettled in that country, which from them was 
called Cilicia, we find no mention made of their kings till 
the time of Cyrus,' to whom they voluntary fubmitted. 
They continued fubje£k to the Perfians till the overthrow 
of that empire ; but were governed to the time of Arta- 
xerxes Mnemon by kings of their own nation. Herodotus , 
indeed counts Cilicia among the Perfian fatrapies^; but 
from other writers it is manifeft that the Cilicians were 
govenled by kings of their own in the time of Xerxes *, 
and Artaxerxes Mnemon. After the extinftion of the Per- 
fian empire Cilicia became a Macedonian province. On 
the death of Alexander it fell to the fliare of Seleucus, 
and continued under his defcendents till it was reduced 
by Pompey. As a proconfular province it was firft go- 
verned by Appius Claudius Pulcher, and after him by 
Cicero, who reduced feveral ftrong holds on Mount Ama- 
nus, in whicfh fome Cilicians had fortified themfelves, 
and held out againft his predeceffor, for which fuccefs he 
was faluted by the army with the title of Imperator or 
General. All Cilicia being thus brought under fubjedtion^ 

V Herodot. lib. iii. cap. 90. ' Vid. Xenopb. Cyropsd. lib* 

vii. Diodor. lib. xvi. Curt. lib. ii« 

(C) Which gave rife to the bis imponunt, more Cilici urn. '^ 

proverbs, ** Cilix baud facile That is, " A Cilician fcarce 

verum dicit. Cilicium exiti- ever fpeaks the truth . Cilician 

um." And to the faying of cruelty. The gods, like the Ci- 

Fherecrates, ^* Dii femperno- licians, always deceive us (2).** 

(1) Vid, Chiliad. Erafmi. verbo Cilix. 

it 
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]t was firii; dmded into CiHci^ Campeftris ancT Tracfasea ^ 

the former became a RomSn proyinoe ^ but the latter was 

governed by kings appdinted bv the Rohians till the reign 

of Vcfpafian, when the family of Tracodementus being 

exiin£):, this part too was made a prpyijice of the empire^ 

and the whole divided into Cilicia Pnma^ Cicilia Secunda, 

and Ifauria. The firijt tpolc in all Gilicia Campeflris, the 

fecond comprehended the coaft . of Cilicia Trachasa ; and 

the laft the inland parts 6f the fame divifioh : and in this 

ftate it continued till the divifion of the empire. 

T^iir As to the fuccefI}on of the Cilician kings we are almoft 

^^'' quite in the dark. The attcients mention Eetion, who 

reigned before their migration into Gilicia, and aiSiled 

Priam againft the Greeks. He was king of Thebes only, 

in the defence of which city he was, with his feven fons, 

killed y, by Achilles. The famous Andromache, Heftor's 

wife, was his daughter. Evenus reigned in'Lymeffus dur* 

ing the Trojan war, and is likewife mentioned by Ho* 

mer*. He was fucceeded in his petty kingdom by his 

fons Mines and Epiilropus, who, fiding with the Trojans, 

were both killed by Achilles, SyenneGs I. was con-* 

temporary with Alyattes king of Lydia, Cyaxarcs king of 

^he Medes, and Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. Ho- 

roraedon is mentioned by Herodotus*. SyenneGs II. 

» aflifted Xerxes in his expedition againft Greece **, and is 

Yr. of Fl, greatly commended by -^fchylus. SyenneGs III. affifted, 

>947- though much againft his will, Cyrus the younger againft 

Ante Chr; hj^ brother Artaxerxes. After his death we find ho men-* 

^^'* tion of kings, but only of governors of Cilicia, appointed 

' by the king* of PerGa ; whence ^e conclude SyenneGs III. 

to have been the laft that reigned in Cilicia. before the 

country was fubdued by Alexander. Of the kings .that 

feigned feveral ages after in Cilicia Trachcea we may have 

occaGon to fpeak hereafter. 

*y Horaer. Iliad. Z. ' « Idem, Iliad. B. . « Herodot^ libw 

vii. cap^ 38. b Herodot. ibid. 
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